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INTRODUCTORY  ARTICLE, 

BY  THE    EDITOB. 

The  object,  a&  well  as  origin,  of  the  State  Historical  SiDcietj^ 
is  briefly  expressed  in  the  following  Acts  of  the  Legislatiure. 

I. 

Sbqtion  1.  JSe  it  enacted  hy  the  General  AaaenMy^  of  the. 
State  of  lotoaj  That  there  is  hereby  annually  appi;opriated 
until  the  Legislatare  shall  by  law  otherwise  direct^  to  a  State. 
Historical  Society,  formed  or  to  be  formed  in  coiifiection  with, 
and  under  the  auspices  of,  the  State  University,  the  sum   or 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,to  be  expended  by  said  Society  ia 
collecting,  embodying,  arranging  and  preserving  in  an  authen- 
tic form,  a  library  of  books,  pai^plilets,  maps,  charts,  manu-. 
scripts,  papers,  paintings,  statuary^  andf  other  materials  illustra- 
tive of  the  state  of  the  history  of  Iowa;  to  rescue  from  oblivioa 
the  memory  of  its  early  pioneers;  to  obtain  and  preserve  varie-^ 
ties  of  their  exploits,  perils,  and  hardy  adventures ;  to.  secure; 
facts  aud  statements  relative  to  the  history,  genius  and  pro^ 
grcss  or  decay  of  our  Indian  tribes  ;  to  exhibit  faithfully  t]|e 
antiquities,  past  and  present  resources  of  Iowa ;  also^  to  ai|[)  in 
the  publiofttion  of  such  of  tke  coUcctioiis  of  the  Society  as  the 
Society  shaU  from  time  to  time  deem,  ct  value  and  interest ;  to 
%id  iabfndiDg  its  hooks,  p^mphlets^  saauuscrlptfr  and  ^a^x%.^ 
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and  in  paying  otliei'  aetiiigSjirj-  incidental  cSpensea  of  the  Soci. 
etj,  but  no  part  of-st^k  annual  appropiiatioo  shall  ever  bo 
paid  for  servi-ies 'rendered  by  (he  oliicerB  to  tlio  Societj. 

SKf.  9,  Ij  sliall  bo  the  duty  of  the  Kxecutipe  Committee 
of  the^sflid  State  Historlcnl  Society  of  Iowa,  to  keep  an  accn- 
r^E*  account  ot'the  expenditure  of  the  Baid  Bum  of  money  bere- 
hy.  appropriated,  and  furnish  the  eaine,  together  witli  the 
vouciicn  thereof,  to  the  Governor  of  the  State,  in  the  month 
of  December  of  the  year  the  Legislature  eball  meet,  to  be  by 
him  laid  before  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  3.  There  siiall  be  delivered  to  said  Society  thirty 
bound  copies  of  all  documenta  piibliahod  by  order  of  the  State, 
lor  the  purpose  of  eilectirifj  exchanges  wKh  aimilar  Societies  in 
other  States,  and  alto  fifty  bonnd  copies  of  nil  euch  documents, 
to  be  transmitted  through  the  medium  of  the  Secretary  of  said 
Society,  to  Mr.  Yaltimere,  at  Paris,  in  furtherance  cff  his  sys- 
tem of  international  literary  exclumf;e. 

Sec,  4,  Tliia  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force,  from  and 
alter  its  publication  according  to  Jaw. 

ArraovED,  January  28, 1S57. 
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the  antiquities,  past  and  present  resources  of  Iowa;  also  to  aid 
in  the  publication  of  such  of  the  collections  of  the  Society  as 
the  Society  shall,  from  time  to  time,  deem  of  value  and  inter- 
est ;  to  aid  in  binding  its  books,  pamphlets,  manuscripts  and 
papers,  and  in  paying  other  necessary  incidental  expenses  of 
the  Society. 

Sec.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force,  from  and 
after  its  publication  in  the  Iowa  State  Kegister  and  State 
Journal. 

Appeoved,  March  26,  1860. 

I  hereby  certifj  that  ike  foregoinjo:  act  was  published  in  tho  lowa  State  Journal, 
April  7tb,  1860;  and  in  the  Iowa  State  Kegister,  April  4, 1S60. 

KLIJAII  SELLS,  Secretary  of  State. 

The  second  act  of  the  Assembly  is  a  mere  repetition  of 
the  first,  witli  a  few  verbal  alterations,  except  that  it  increases  the 
annual  appropriation  to  five  hundred  dollars,  and  does  not 
restrict  the  expenditure,  as  did  the  tinit  act. 

With  these  acts  of  the  Legislature,  the  Society  has  begun 
and  progressed,  till  a  library  of  about  tv/o  thousand  volumes, 
including  books  for  exchange,  and  a  considerable  cabinet  of 
irinera's,  shells,  portraits  nnd  trophies  of  war  has  been  accu- 
mulated, together  with  several  manuscript  and  printed  histo- 
ries of  leading  counties,  for  publication  or  reference,  all  which 
will  be  of  great  utility  to  tho  future  historian  of  Iowa. 

No  apology  is  needed  for  beginning  the  "short  and  simple 
Annals"  of  Iowa.  The  very  name  ot  the  State,  in  the  Indian 
tongue,  signifies,  "  Here  is  tho  place,"  of  all  others,  in  which 
to  dwell.  Hunted,  as  were  the  native  tribes,  by  their  ene- 
mies, until  they  found  a  home  beyond  the  great  river,  Missis- 
sippi, they  exclaimed  :  "  Here  is  the  spot."  Such  is  the  in- 
terpretation by  Antoine  Le  Claire,  Esq.,  the  last  and  best 
Indian  interpreter  of  tho  language,  himself  a  half  native,  by 
descent,  as  given  to  the  writer  of  this  article,  a  few  years 
before  his  decease. 

The  times,  indeed,  are  not  propitious,  as  the  nation  is  invol- 
ved in  a  most  unhappy  civil  war,  the  like  of  which,  for  extent 
and  atrocity,  the  world  never  saw.  A  half  million  of  volun- 
teers, fully  armed  and  equiped  as  aoldiexs,  .with  improved 
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VBHUOD,  mtukets,  rifles,  roTolrers  and  sabrea,  on  land  ;  witk 
itaea  hundred  vessels  of  war,  in  part  iron-clad  and  lorreted^ 
and  manned  with  iittj  thousand  hardy  sailors,  on  the  seas  and 
rirers,  compose  the  grand  armj  and  navy  of  the  United  States 
vgainBtthe  inBttrgent^attacks  of  nine  Sonthem  States,  leagued  in 
jrebellion  against  the  Oeoeral  GoTemment  of  the  Union.  And, 
here,  on  American  soil,  is  to  be  settled  forerer — the  great  prin- 
■dple,  that  a  free,  popular,  constitutional  Government  can 
defend  itself  against  domestic  tr»tors,  as  it  has  done  against 
foreign  foes.  Already  the  nations  of  Europe  have  bcfg^tm  to 
learn  a  lesson  of  warfare  from  this  national  struggle,  which 
will  •change  the  deadly  implements  of  carnage  for  those  more 
^efenisive  or  -cSffenBive  than  were  ever  before  invented.  So 
that  civil  war,  and  all  war,  will  hCTeaiter  be  a  ton-ible  venture, 
that  men  of  ambition  and  bluod  will  scarcely  dare  to  try. 

In  thii  conflict  for  national  life  and  liberty,  against  domes- 
tic enemies,  the  State  of  Iowa  has  embarked,  from  first  to  last, 
with  fifty  thousand  picked  men  as  volunteers.  Their  blood  has 
flowed  like  water  on  the  battle  fields  of  Springfield,  Blue  Hills 
Selmont,  Fort  Donelson,  Shiloh,  luka,  Corinth,  Arkansas 
Post  and  Yicksbnrg;  and  wherever,  in  the  Southwest,  the 
fight  has  been  the  fiercest,  Iowa  men  have  been  foremost  in  the 
-assault.      The  annals  of  Iowa  soldiers  alone  wonld  make  a 
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Iowa  was  made  a  Territory,  separate  from  Wisconsin,  so 
recently  as  the  fourth  of  July,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight ;  and,  by  the  adoption 
of  a  Constitution,  and  election  of  a  Governor,  with  other  oflB- 
cers,  and  a  Legislature  in  August,  of  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  aud  forty-six,  was  fully  inaugurated, 
on  the  third  of  December  iollowing,  as  a  sovereign  Statt. 

Iowa  has  already  outgrown  more  than  half  of  the  older 
States  in  population,  having  by  the  United  States  Census  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty,  six  hundred  seventy-three  thou- 
sand, eight  hundred  and  forty-four  inhabitants ;  and  ranks  next 
to  Michigan  in  numbers.  In  extent  of  territory,  it  is  equal  to 
both  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  asmay  be  Been  by  inspection 
of  the  map  and  square  miles.  In  health,  it  stands  next  to 
the  Green  Mountain  State,  Yermont.  In  fertility  and  vari- 
ety of.  soil,  it  is  not  surpassed  by  any  State  in  the  Union. 

Shall  not  such  a  State,  already  grown  so  great,  hare  a  his- 
tory? And  will  any  one  say  that  its-authentic  Annals  are  too 
soon  begun,  or  that  the  aid  of  the  intelligent  citizens  of  this 
commonwealth  has  been  invoked  too  soon,  to  fill  the  Library 
and  Cabinet  of  the  Historical  Society,  connected  as  it  is  with 
the  State  University  ? 

In  troublous  times,  these  Annals  of  the  Society  are  begun. 
Tet  humble  reliance  may  be  reposed  on  the  God  of  history, 
unfolding  leaf  after  leaf  in  his  continual  providence  that  nileth 
over  all.  He  only  can  prosper  all  honest  endeavors,  and  send 
a  brighter  day  in  our  country's  history.  With  such  a  trustjthis 
humble  publication  is  begun,  relating  to  a  State,  already  illus- 
trious in  arms ;  but  destined  of  high  Heaven,  it  is  confidently 
hoped,  to  be  still  more  illustrious,  when  arms  shall  yield  to 
.peace  and  prosperity  throughout  the  whole  land. 
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ARTICLE  n. 
HISTORY  OF  SCOTT  COUNTY,  IOWA. 

BI  n'lLL:VBD  BAXBOWa,  ESQUIRE,  OF  DAVENFOItT. 

MEMOIR  BY  THE  EDITOK. 

VViLLiBD  Babbows,  Esq,,  the  writer  of  the  following  history,  was  born  «t 
Munaon,  MasBachusetta,  in  1800.  Ho  rcmirod  a  thorough  education  in  the 
Common  Schools  and  Acsderaiea  of  New  England.  In  1S2T,  he  settled  in 
ElizatKthtotrn,  Now  Jersey,  where  ho  taught  school  for  several  years ;  and 
was  married  in  1832.  Selecting  the  pursuit  of  engineering  and  surveying,  he 
engaged  in  a  contract  with  the  Government  to  finish  the  surreys  of  fh° 
Choctaw  Indian  Purchase,  in  the  cypress  swamps  and  cane-brakes  on  the 
Yo-zoo  and  Sunflower  rivers,  in  the  region  where  the  North-western  anny 
and  navy  of  the  United  Slates  have  lately  operated.  By  the  sudden  rise  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  which  overflowed  all  the  country  except  the  ridges,  his 
|»rty  were  cut  off  from  all  inhabitants  and  supplies,  during  the  winter  of 
1836-7,  reducing  them  to  short  allowance,  ai>d  even  to  the  fruit  of  the  per- 
simmon tree  and  the  flesh  of  the  opossum  for  food.  All  other  animals  fled, 
wxcept  tbat  a  hawk  or  an  ow)  was  occasionally  killed.  About  the  first  o^ 
Marcli,  the  flood  so  fjr  subsided,  that  Ihuy  went  by  canoes  to  Vieksburg  and 
Nttchcs;  and  he  proceeded  to  Jackson,  Mississippi,  to  report  there  to  the 
Surveyor  General. 

In  1837,  he  was  occupied  in  Ide  first  surveys  of  Iowa  by  the  Government, 
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bag  of  flour  and  a  little  pork  on  a  singlo  pack-horse,  and  hastened  to  relievo 
his  men,  as  fast  as  ho  could,  through  the  wilderness,  over  the  **  Sugar  loaves 
of  Wisconsin,"  as  the  region  is  called,  where  Col.  Atchison,  in  18o3,  in  pursuit 
of  Blackhawk  and  his  Indian  warriors,  was  obliged  to  laave  his  wagons  and 
baggage  with  the  loss  of  many  horses.  On  the  fourth  day,  ho  camo  upon  one 
•tarving  man  of  hts  party ;  anJ,  after  refreshing  him,  he  pressed  on  to  the 
oamp,  where  the  rest,  neglecting  to  rescue  themselves  when  they  were  able, 
and  supposing  him  to  be  murdered  by  the  Indians,  were  sunken  in  despair- 
Cheered  by  his  arrival,  and  strengthened  with  food,  they  all  started  for  the 
depot  of  provisions  on  the  Kickapoo,  and  reached  the  place,  to  find  them  all 
stolen  again  by  the  Indians.  The  only  means  of  saving  their  lives,  then , 
was  to  ascend  the  Kickapoo  to  a  ford,  and  thence  go  to  Prairie  Du  Chien. 
On  the  third  day  after,  they  reached  a  settlement,  where  they  stayed  a  week 
and  recruited ;  and  whon  arrived  at  Prairie  Du  Ch^en,  they  found  many 
articles  of  their  clothing  in  the  liquor  shops,  that  the  Root  Indians  had  stolen 
and  sold.  Their  horses  had  previously  been  scattered  during  the  tornado* 
60  that  the  party  had  been  compelled  to  eat  their  two  dogs,  at  the  camp, 
making  soup  of  the  bones  and  nettles,  and  boiling  part  of  their  harness,  for 
food,  instead  of  horse-tlcsh. 

Afterwards,  Mr.  Barrows  traversed  Northern  Iowa,  then  in  pvO^sossion  of 
the  Indian  tribes,  with  a  view  to  a  knowledge  of  the  region,  lie  visited  the 
Mission  School,  then  at  Fort  Atchison,  where  he  got  a  passport  over  that 
section  of  the  country  from  Kev.  Mr.  Lowrey,  then  in  charge  of  the  Mission. 

"Barrows'   New   Map   of  Iowa,  with   Notes",  was  published  in  1854,  by 

Doolittle  &  Munson,  Cincinnati ;  and  it  was  considered  of  so  nuich  iinprrtance 

that  the  Legislature  of  Iowa  ordered  copies  of  it   for  the  members  of  both 

Uouses,  and   also  for   the   State  officers.     This  work,  together  with  letters 

published  in  the  Davenport  Democrat^  from  California,  whither  he   wont  in 

1850,  by  the  overland   route,  enduiing  almost   incredible   hardships,  and 

returning  by  Mexico  and  Cuba,    and  also  some  communications  for  the  press 

of  a  scientiiic  character,  cons  itute,  along  with  the  history  that  here  follows, 

the  chief  literary  productions  of  Mr.  Barrows,  all  descriptive  of  new  parts  of 
our  country. 

At  intervals,  Mr.  Barrows  has  turned  his  attention  to  land  business,  with 
■iiccess.  Uis  suburban  residence  and  grounds  are  conspicuous  to  every 
person  passing  in  the  cars.  South-west  of  Davenport,  where  he  enjoys  the 
fruits  of  his  past  activity  and  enterprise. 

Jo  person,  as  is  indicated  by  his  portrait  in  this  number,  Mr.  Barrows,  is 
full  and  portly.  In  manners,  he  is  courteous  and  genial.  As  a  Christian* 
•*  the  highest  stylo  of  man,"  ho  is  charitable  and  discreet  And,  to  use  the 
words  of  the  author  of  "Davenport,  Past  and  Present,"  to  which  the  reader 
is  referred  f»  fuller  partiotiers,  and  from  which  these  are  drawn  ;  *'  may 
many  years  yet  be  his  portion,  as  happy  and  pleasant  as  his  early  life  has 
been  Uborious]and  active/'. 
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In  compliftDce  with  a  formal  request  of  the  Caratora  of  the 
State  Historical  Society,  I  have  andertakeo  the  task  of  writing 
a  fall  history  of  Scott  county,  Iowa ;  or  more  particularly, 
facts  and  iacklents  connected  with  its  early  history.  A  resi- 
dence of  twenty-fipo  years  in  this  county  has  given  rae  an 
opportunity  for  observation,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  proper 
Bources  from  which  to  obtain  information. 

Much  care  has  been  taken  to  gather  information  irom  the 
early  settlers  of  the  county  ;  and  a  hearty  response  has  come 
up  from  some  parts.  In  many  instanccB,  difference  of  opinion 
lias  arisen  as  to  dates  and  circumstances.  la  such  cases,  I  have 
generally  taken  the  decision  of  the  majority. 

It  might  be  supposed  that  our  existence  as  a  county  is  so 
brief,  ust  twenty-eight  years,  thsft  the  incidents  connected 
with  its  settlement  and  growth  would  bo  fresh  in  the  minds 
of  all.  Such  may  be  the  case  with  much  of  our  history,  while 
Bome  important  facts  are  lost.  The  early  settler  seldom  finds 
time,  if  he  has  the  ability,  to  record  passing  events,  save  in  tlie 
memory.  The  unparalleled  rapidity  with  which  the  West 
has  inarched  forward  to  greatness  and  power,  is  a  sufficient 
excuse  for  the  pioneer  historian,  when  he  fails,  through  want 
of  facts,  to  afive  a  full  and  perfect  account  of  his  first  strug- 
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ahadj  nook,  there  recount  the  scenes  through  which  they  have 
passed,  and  '*  fight  their  battles  o'er  again.''  Although  fke 
trials  and  hardships  of  the  pioneers  of  Scott  county  may  not 
compare  with  the  early  settlement  of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  or  some 
other  Western  States,  yd;  there  are  many  incidents  connected 
with  its  early  history  that  are  worthy  of  record,  and  should  be 
gathered  before  they  pass  beyond  our  reach. 


CHAPTER    I. 

GENEBAL   BEMARKS. 

The  Couirty  of  Scott  being -situated  on  the  Misbissippi  RivcT, 
and  having  a  water  front  of  some  thirty-five  miles  upon  its 
South  and  Eastern  boundary,  has  many  natural  advantages 
not  found  in  more  inland  counties.  Upon  the  North  it  is 
bounded  by  the  Wau-bessa-pinnecon  Se-po,  which  in  the 
Indian  language  signifies  "the  place  of  white  potatoes."  The 
name  is  derived  from  the  two  Indian  words  "Waubessa,"  white 
or  swan  like,  and  "Pinne-ac,"  a  potato :;  Sepo  being  the 
Indian  name  for  river.  The  river  was  probably  so  named  from 
the  fact  of  gieat  quantities  of  the  wild  artichoke  being  found 
in  that  region. 

This  stream  is  some  ten  or  twelve  rods  wide,  with  a  swift 
•clear  current,  and  its  banks  generally  skirted  with  timber.  Its 
l)ottom  lands  are  from  a  half  to  a  mile  or  two  wide,  and  are 
anbject  to  annual  overflow,  affording  great  pasturage  for  stock, 
not  being  in  general  dry  enough  for  cultivation.  The  West- 
em  boundary  of  the  county  is  upon  rich  rolling  prairie  extend- 
ing along  the  fifth  principal  meridian,  separating  it  from  the 
counties  of  Cedar  and  Muscatine. 

There  is  much  in  the  early  history  of  this  country  to  interest 
and  excite  the  antiquarian  and  lover  of  research.  Long  before 
the  discovery  of  the  Great  Eiver  by  Marquette  and  Joliet,  on 
^e  17th  of  June,  1673,  tradition  tellsusthat  the  spot  of  ground 
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now  occupied  by  tlie  city  of  Davenport,  was  a  largo  and  pop- 
olouB  Indian  village.  There  can  be  but  little  doubt,  from  tUe 
hutory  of  tlioee  early  Pioneers,  tliat  it  was  liero  they  first  landed 
in  their  voyage  down  the  Mississippi,  after  they  entered  it 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Wisconsin,  on  the  17th  of  June. 

Tlie  lirst  landing  made  by  them  on  record,  was  on  tlio  21st, 
four  days  aft(!r  they  entered  the  Mia^issippi,  and  was  upon  the 
Western  bank,  wiiere,  say  they,  "Wodi3covor«d  foot-printa  of 
Bftmo  fellow  mortals,  and  a  little  path  (trail)  leading  into  a 
pleasant  meadow."  FoHowing  the  trail  a  short  distance,  they 
heard  the  savages  tallting,  and  "making  their  presence  known 
by  a  loud  ery,"  they  were  led  to  a  village  ot  tho  "Iliinies." 

There  could  not  have  been  sufficient  time  between  the  17th 
and  2l8t  for  the  voyagers  to  have  descended  beyond  this  point, 
or  to  have  reached  the  lower  or  Des  Moines  liapids  ;  which 
some  historians  claim  to  have  been  the  landing  places  epokeu 
of.  There  having  been  an  Indian  village  hero  from  time 
immemorial  according  to  ludinntnidition,  fixes  tho  fact  most 
conclusively,  that  it  was  at  this  place,  Davenport,  that  the  Boil 
of  Iowa  wa^  first  pressed  by  t lie  i'-tnt  of  a  white  man.  The 
legends  (if  tho  Indians  are  tnU  of  lii^itrtric  lore,  pertaining  to 
this  beautiful  spot,  comprising  Davonpoi-t,  liock  Island  and 
Ihoir  snrroundinga. 
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They  also  aver  that  their  friends,  the  Musquakies,  which 
fiignifies  "Foxes,"  were  a  sly  and  cunning  people,  and  united 
with  them  for  strength  to  light  their  enemies,  the  tribes  of  the 
Kickapoo  andJIUini,  and  that  they  have  ever  lived  in  peace,  as 
one  tribe  and  one  people. 

These  were  the  Indians  in  possession  of  the  country  when 
tlie  United  States  assumed  jurisdiction  over  it,  and  of  whom  it 
was  purchased. 

There  were  many  traces  of  the  aboriginces  existing  when 
the  lirst  settlers  came  to  Iowa.  Several  Indian  :iiound8,  or 
burial  jJaces  uf  quite  large  diiucnsions,  were  still  used  by  wan' 
dering  bands  of  Indians  as  latO'  ps  1635  and  1S30,  situated 
on  the  banks  of  the  river,  about  two  miles  below  this  city, 
where  was  formerly  the  farm  of  the  lion.  E.  Cook.  Indian 
ixravcs  have  been  found  in  excavations  abotit  this  city ;  and 
relics  of  ancient  date  discovered,  showing  that  this  tpot  has 
been  iho  lioine  of  the  red  man  for  centuries,  and  coTrub orating 
the  testimony  ot*  IJlack  Hawk  and  others,  as  to  the  traditions 
of  their  fathers. 

The  scenery  ])resentcd,  in  nsccnding  the  Mississippi,  taking 
in  the  whole  view  from  the  point  of  the  blulf  below  Hocking, 
ham,  as  far  up  as  Hampton,  on  the  Illinois  thore,  is  one  of 
unexcelled  beauty  and  loveliness.  Its  inlands,  dotting  the 
broad  expanse  of  waters,  the  scenery  of  the  blulfs  upon  the 
Iowa  ^ide  and  Eock  Island  with  old  Fort  Armstrong,  have 
been  adrjired,  and  more  sketches  taken  of  this  panoramic 
view,  by  home  and  foreign  artibts,  than  any  other  portion  of 
the  Mib.-is>ippi  valley. 

Of  the  early  history  of  Scott  county,  we  have  a  most  vivid 
and  truthful  hictory,  c<.mpik*d  from  living  witncs.^es. 

At  the  close  of  the  lilack  Hawk  war,  in  1832,  there  were  no 
settlers  upon  this  side  of  tlie  river.  Tlie  purchase  from  the 
Sac  (or  Saukie)  and  Fox  tribe  of  Indians,  of  the  soil  of  Scott 
county  was  made,  in  common  with  that  of  all  the  river  counties, 
i'Tk  ihe  loih  of  SepL,  1S32,  upon  the  ground  now  occupied  by 
the  dcj;ot  buildings  of  the  Mibs.  it  ilo.  H.  R.  Company  in  this 
city.     The  treaty  was  held  by  Gen.  Scott. 


The  cliolerft  was  raging  among  the  troops  at  Fort  Armstrong, 
at  the  time,  and  for  prodential  reasons  it  was  thought  be  sk  to 
meet  the  Indians  upon  this  side  of  the  rirer. 

In  this  sale,  the  Int^ns  reserved  a  section,  (640  acres),  and 
presented  it  to  Antoiue  Le  Olair,  Esq.,  their  interpreter.  This 
Deserve  wa^  located  upon  the  river  between  Harrison  street  and 
Bridge  Avoane,  in  Fultoa'e  additiou  to  the  citj  of  Davenport, 
running  back  over  the  bluff  to  a  line  due  East  and  West,  a  few 
rods  this  side  of  Locust  streeL  Tbey  also  gave  Mr.  Le  Claire 
anether  section  of  land  at  the  head  of  the  rapids  where  the  citj:* 
of  Le  Clair  now  stands. 

The  treaty  of  Geo.  Scott  with  the  Indians  waa  ratified  by 
Congress  at  their  session  in  the  winter  of  1S38.  Thus  did  the 
United  States  come  into  possession  of  the  soil  of  Scott  county. 

Of  the  Indians  from  whom  it  was  purchased,  and  of  the  tribes 
who  had  been  in  possession  in  earlier  days,  we  should  like  to 
give  a  store- extended  notice  than  we  are  permitted,  in  tliis  brief 
history  of  Scoft  county.  ' 

The  Sacs  and  Foxes  were  provided  with  homes  in  Kansas,, 
where  they  now  reside.  They  are  fast  dwindling  away;  and 
bnt  a  remnant  is  lefl:  of  the  tribes  of  the  Winnebagoes,  th& 
Chippewas,  Pottawattamies,  Ottawas,  Meuominees  and  other 
powerful  bands  that  were  in  posse&sioniof  all  the  country  from. 
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We  now  enter  apooi  our  history  more- il>i  detail,  conBidbring 
each  township,  beginning  with  BuffalOi. 


CHAPTER    II. 

FIRST  SBTTLSHBNT  OF  BUFFALO  TOWNSHIP. 

fti  1883,  Capt  Benjamin  W.  Clark,  a  native  of  Virginia,  who 
had  settled  and  made  some  improyements  on  the  Illinois  shore, 
where  the  town  of  Andalusia  now  is,  moved  across  the  Mississippi 
and  commenced  a  settlement  upon  the  present  site  of  the  town  of 
Buffalo,  and  was  probably  the  first  settler  on  the  soil  oS  Scott 
county.    He  had  been  Captain  of  a  company  of  mounted  volun- 
teer Hangers  in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  under  Gen.  Dodge.    Here, 
JO  Buffalo,  he  made  the  first  ''claim,''  erected  the  first  cabin,  broke 
the  first  ground^  planted  the  first  corn,  and  raised  the  first  produce 
in  Uie  county.     His  nearest  neighbors  at  this  time  upon  the  Iowa 
shore,  then  called  the  ''Black  Ha«Kk. Purchase,''  were  at  Burling- 
ton and  Du  Bnquc. 

The  first  stock  of  goods  ever  opened  in  the  county,  was  at  Buf* 
fiilo,  by  a  Mr.  Lynde,  of  Stepenson,  now  Rock  Island.     The  first 
orchard  planted,  and  the  first  coal    ever  discovered  and  dug  iik 
^18  county,  were  by  Capt.  Clark,  in  18S4.    Tlie  first  public  Ferry, 
across  the  Mississippi,  between  Burlington  andiDn  Buque,  was  at 
Buffalo,  and  for  several  years,  "Clark's  Ferry"  was  the  only  place 
of  crossing  in  all  this  region  of  country.     In  the  early  part  of  the- 
;ear   1835,  he  erected  a  public  house,  which  is  still  standing,  & 
large  frame  building  two   stories  high,  which,  at  that  time,  was 
considered  a  great  enterprise.     He  brought  the  lumber  from  Cin- 
Qinnati,  at  a  cost  of  sixty  dollars  ai  thousand  feet. 

In  18S6,  Capt  Clark  laid  out  the  town  of  Buffalo,  it  being  the 
first  towa  regularly  laid  out  in  this  eounty.  He  succeeded  in 
building  up  quite  a  village  ;  but  there  tv&s  much  need  of  fiouring 
and  lumber  mills,  and  in  18Se,  he  crectad,  near  the  mouth  of  Duck. 
Creek,  the  first  saw  mill  in  the  county.^, or  in  this  part  of  Iowa; 
an^  although)  it  was  on  a  small  scale^  and  quite  inadequate  to  the- 
wants  oCthi^  settlers  who  begaato«seek  homes  beyond  \\iQ'%KAV\&^ 
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sippi,  yet  it  t>rovcd  of  the  greatest  publio  benefit,  and  eerred  the 
people  for  many  yeara. 

The  Ferry  waa  established  at  Buffalo,  while  Capt  Clark  lived 
at  Andalusia,  before  he  moved  across  the  river.  The  first  ferriage 
collcctt'd  by  him,  after  he  had  completed  hia  flat  boat,  was 
attended  by  the  following  amusing  circumstance.  Lateono  even- 
ing, a  comiiany  of  French  traders,  who  were  returning  from  the 
Iowa  river  to  the  Tradiug  Post  on  Rock  Island,  encamped  on  the 
bank  of  the  river  where  the  Hotel  now  stands  in  Buffalo.  They 
heard  the  report  of  the  Captain's  intention  to  establish  a  ferry 
across  the  river  at  this  point,  and  feeling  somewhat  inclined  to 
ridicule  siicli  an  enterprise,  they  called  loudly  for  the  ferry  boat, 
Bayinc;  rhat  they  had  a  drove  of  cattle  to  cross,  an  assertion 
perfectly  ridiculous  in  itself,  as  nothing  in  the  shape  of  cattle 
nearer  than  buflalo  or  elk  had  ever  appeared  on  the  western  banks 
of  the  ilississippi  river.  But  the  Captain  wa«  not  to  bo  trifled 
with.  He  had  made  ready  his  boat.  His  ferry  was  established, 
and  being  a  man  of  bold,  and  most  unflinching,  uncompromising 
etcruness  and  pcraeverenoe,  he  rallied  his  men,  manned  his  boat 
with  some  eight  men  and  boys,  and  very  quietly  crossed  over  to 
ausv.-er  the  continued  calls  of  the  noisy  Frenchmen.  It  was  a 
very  dark  night,  and  as  the  oars  were  iilicd  to  the  ponderous  flat 
boat,  Cnpt.  Clark  stood  at  the  helm  steering  his  rude  craft  over 
the  swelling  waves  of  the  Jilississippi  with  notliing  to  guide  him 
lliL-  camp  tiro  and  noise   of  Ihe  conip-iuy  on  Ihc 
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party  retnmcd,  having  taup;ht  the  wild  traders  one  of  the  first 
lessons  of  civilization. 

Capt.  Clark  claimed  the  honor  of  being  the  father  of  the  first 
white  child  born  in  Scott  county.  This  son,  David  H.  Clark,  now 
«  resident  of  Polk  county,  in  this  State,  was  bom  in  Buffalo,  the 
Slst  of  April,  1834. 

For  many  years  the  town  of  Buffalo  attracted  wnich  'attention^ 
land  bid  fair  to  become  a  serious  riv«i  to  •Stophenson,  then  just 
merging  into  existence.  But  Davenport  ami  Rockingham  were 
soon  laid  off,  and  a  ferry  being  estabKshe^  ♦between  Davenport 
and  Stephenson,  by  Mr  Lo  Clair, travel  was  directed  to  that  pointy 
^nd  the  division  of  th<»  countVy  i^to  cminties  left  Buffalo  in  no 
•enviable  situation.  It  had  been  the  *Most  prof^perous  toi^Ti  in  this 
region  of  country,  doing  a  large  baseness  with  the  emigrants  to 
ihc  Terntory,who  were  then  Loginning  to  settle  up  and  down  the 
river  and  along  the  Ce<la»r  valley,  furnishmg  grain  and  provisions 
of  all  kinds  to  the  neft'  <romers.  Capt.  Clark  spent  much  time  in 
showing  emigrants  tbe  country  and  assisting  them  in  making 
claims,  and  probably  ifii  more  towards  the  early  settlement  of  this 
•country  than  any  other  ttian  that  ever  came  into  it.  He  died  at 
Buff^ilo,  Oct.  25th,  183ft. 

To  show  the  prospects  of  Buffalo,  as  a  point  of  5«te«'est  at  that 
day,  we  might  relate  a  circumstance  that  occurr«l  in  reference  to 
the  value  of  town  lots.  After  Davenport  was  laiti  otit,  Maj.  Wm* 
Gordon  al^5  some  others,  proprietors,  called  ei\  Capt  Clark,  and 
offered  hi-ji  an  even  exchange  of  forty  or  sixty  lots  iti  Daven]K)rt 
for  an  equal  number  in  Buffalo^  But  the  Caf  taWi  decVmed,  regard- 
ing it  as  a  poor  offer,  as  it  ]>robably  IooIvChI  to  be  at  that  time. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  TUS)p 'of  Scott  county,  that  it 
lacks  a  township  in  the  south  west«coVner,  (So,  78  N.  B.  1  E.)^ 
of  being  square.  As  it  has  always  beeti  a  mystery  to  many,  par- 
ticularly to  the  new  comer^  why  tliis  township  should  have  been 
•set  off  to  Musatine  county,  while  it  so  Tiattii  ally  belonged  toScott^* 
1  will  here  explain. 

In  ike  first  Territorial  Legislature,  'uliioli  ccmVrtied  at  Burling^ 
ton,  in  December,  1857,  an  act  was  passed  creating  tlie  V)oun(laries 
•of  Scott  county,  as  well  as  many  others.  Unfortunately  for  the 
Well-being  of  many  a  town  site  and  village,  ihislionorable  body 
^ad  too  many  speculators  in  town  lots  among  its  members.  Dk. 
4{ct^'Bolds,  then  living  three  'miles  -above   Uloomiugtoa,  «ow  Al^wr- 
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ofttine,  being  &  member,  had  laid  off  a  place  called  Geneva,  npoif 
which  all  bis  efforts  for  the  county  seat  were  centered.  The 
manner  and  extent,  in  laying  off  the  counties,  were  of  couree,  to 
decide  the  destiny  of  many  a  town  site  which  had  been  made 
especially  for  tho  coonty  neat.  The  object  of  Dr.  Jleynolds  wan 
to  press  the  upper  line  of  Muacatine  county  up  (he  river  as  far  as 
possible,  80  OS  to  make  Geneva  central,  and  lessen  the  chances  of 
Uloomington,  which  was  an  applicant  for  Sivor,  The  Davenport 
and  Rockingham  member,  Alex.  [W.  McGregor,  Esq.,  kneiv 
that  if  the  Scott  county  line  ran  too  far  down  the  river,  Buffalo, 
then  a  rival,  and  by  fiir  the  most  populous  and  important  town 
above  Burlington,  would  stand  too  great  a  chance,  so  ihat  a  com- 
promise was  entered  into,  and  this  township  was  given  to  Musc.i- 
tine  connty,  which  gives  to  our  county  ils  present  ill-shnped 
Sppesi-nnce. 

Buffalo,  with  all  her  just  claims,  was  sacrificed,  by  placing  her 
in  the  lower  end  of  the  connty.  Dr.  Beycolds'  grand  scheme  was 
frustrated,  for  Bloomington  got  the  counry  scat  for  Muscatine 
county,  and  Davenport  and  Rockintrham  "  doubled  teams"  on 
Buffalo,  got  the  connty  seat,  aad  t'len  i&ught  for  choice  of  location, 
as  will  be  noticed  under  its  proper  head.  This  was  the  killing 
stroke  tn  Buffalo.  Davenport  uUimalely  received  all  tho  benefits 
derived  trom  the  trickery  and  corruption  ot  legislative  enactments, 
while  GenoTS^  Montpelicr,  Salem,  Frceport,  Mouth  of  Pino,  and 
(omo  half  doaen  more  towns  that  were  laid  out  along  the   Missis- 
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halfway  between  Buffalo  and  Rockingbam.    The  ftrstbank  opmied 
was  aboat  half  a  mile  up  this  Greek,  and  was  worked  to  eonsider- 
able  extent  by  Dr.  A.  C.  Donaldson,  wbo  settled  in  18S7,  near  its 
month.    Still  higher  np  this  creek,  some  three  miles,  Benj.  Wright 
and  Capt  E.  Murray,  from  Zanesville,  Ohio,  opened  a  bank  in 
1888,  and  famished  coal  to  Davenport  and  Rockingham,  for  fifteen 
cenU  per  bushel ;  snd  from  that  day  to  this,  mines  have  been 
opened  and  worked  in  almost  every  part  of  the  township,  until  at 
the  present  time,  more  than  twenty-five  coal  mines  are  [open  and 
ready  Sot  work.    The  most  extensive  now  in  operation,  are  near 
Bufialo,  and  belong  to  Capt  W.  L.  Clark  A  Co.,  who  are  getting 
out  about  one  thousand  bushels  per  day.     They  are  preparing  to 
lay  a  rail  track  to  the  river,  and   when  completed,  the  company 
will  be  able  to  deliver  on  the  bank,  or  in  barges,  from  two  thous- 
and five  hundred  to  four  thousand   bushels  per  day.     Their  road 
will  accommodate  many  other  banks  now  opened,  and  that  will  be 
opened  along  the  track.     The  coal  now  obtained  is  far  superior 
to  that  formerly  dug,  and  is  said  to  be  a  better  article  for  making 
steam,  and  for  other  purposes,  giving  off  more  flame  and  igniting 
very  readily.     Experienced   steamboat  men,  who  have  examined 
this  coal,  and  used  it,  say  that  one  thousand  bushels  of  it  will  g# 
further,  and  make  more  steam,  than  twelve  hundred  bushels  of 
the  Rock  River  coal. 

Capt.  W.  L.  Clark,  son  of  the  original  proprietor  of  Buffalo,  is 
now  a  resident  of  Davenport,  but  holds  large  interests  of  landa 
and  coal  banks  in  this  county.  The  very  lands  claimed  by  hia 
father  in  1831,  soon  after  the  Black  Uawk  war,  are  still  in  th» 
]i08session  of  Capt.  W.  L.  Clark. 

James  M.  Bowling,  from  Virginia,now  a  resident  of  Davenport, 
settled  in  Buffalo  township,  the  4th  of  July,  1835,  at  the  mouth  of 
Bowling^B  creek,     lie  purchased  the  "claim^^  of  One  Orange  Bab*, 
bett,  the  quit  claim  deed  to  which  has  recently  been  presented  to 
the  State  liistorical  So.^iety  by  Mr.  Bowling.    This  property  now 
belongs  to  Capt.  Leroy  Dodge.     Mr.  Bowling  commenced  farm- 
ing, in  1815.     That  fall,  he   went  back  to  Virginia,  married,  and 
returned,  in  1836,  with  his  wife  ard  two  sisters.     In  1887,  he  had 
the   prospect  of  a  fine   crop,  but  the  Indians,  who  still  loitered 
about  the   country,  were  encamped   upon  this  creek.     In  Juno, 
there  were  some  five  hundred  Indians  living  near  him,  and  very 
t.Ottblesome^    They  set  fire  to  the  pr.  ii^e  arid  burned  up  the  fenc^ 
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■arronnding  his  ooni,  which  was  at  the  time  six  ir.chen  high. 
The  Indian  horsei  then  ato  mnch  of  it,  nnd  he  was  compelled  in 
the  heat  of  summer  to  cnt  timber  and  make  rails  to  enclose  hw 
field  again  ;  but,  notwithstanding  all  his  miatortnne.  he  succeeded 
in  nusing  a  very  good  crop.  The  Indians,  however,  were  a  con- 
stant annoyance  to  him. 

In  hi*  abseuce,  on  one  occasion,  a  lot  of  Indians  came  to  the 
house,  and  Mrs.  Bowling  having  the  doors  fastened  by  putting  s 
gimlet  OTBr  the  latch,  with  his  sisters,  remained  in  silence  for  some 
time,  nntit  they  pushed  out  tho  chinking  of  the  cabin  near  the 
door,  and  running  in  their  arms,  palkd  out  the  gimlet,  when  Mrs. 
Howling  and  sisters  braced  themselves  against  the  door,  nnd  by 
main  strength  kept  them  at  hay,  until,  weary  of  the  effort  to  make 
an  entry,  they  left  the  premises.  This  is  but  one  instance  among 
many  of  tho  trials  and  hardships  to  which  the  first  eettlers  wen; 
erpoaed,  and  through  which  they  passed  with  patience  and  toil. 

Although  Buffalo  bec.ime  almost  extinct,  after  her  defeat  and 
downfall,  yet,  in  1855,  it  wan  re-surveyed  and  mostly  purehasetl 
by  the  Germans  who  settled  in  and  around  the  town.  It  has  a 
■team  mill,  three  stores,  an  Episcopal  church  organized,  and  one 
of  Disciples,  or  Christians.  Both  societies  worship  in  the  schooN 
house.  Buffalo  now  contains  about  fire  hundred  inhabitants,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  town  sites  on  the  Wis.'si.'ssippi  river. 

Many  of  tho  first  settlers  of  this  township  are  still  livingat  Bnf- 
falo,  enjoying  in  affluence  the  sure  reward  of  their  early  stinjrctles. 
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the  river.  lie  sold  it  to  Henry  G.  Morehead,  at  an  early  day,  and 
removed  to  the  prairie,  near  where  the  town  of  Blue  Grass  now  is, 
where  he  opened  another  large  farm  that  now  belongs  to  his  heirs. 
He  was  elected,  in  February,  1838,  one  of  the  County  Commis- 
sioners, it  being  the  first  election  ever  held  for  officers  under  the 
county  organization.  He  also  filled  other  places  of  responsibility 
and  trust.  Being  fond  of  travel  and  adventure,  he  frequently  took 
excursions  into  the  interior  of  Iowa,  while  it  was  yet  in  possession 
of  the  Indians,  seeming  to  forget  all  business  cares  and  enjoy  very 
much  the  solitude  and  loveliness  of  our  western  wilds.  In  the 
spring  of  1850,  he  crossed  the  plains  to  California  and  returned  by 
way  of  the  Isthmus  that  fall.  The  following  summer,  he  again 
set  forth  for  California,  by  the  overland  route,  in  company  with  a 
son  and  a  married  daughter,  whose  husband  was  in  California. 
His  health  had  been  for  years  somewhat  impaired  and  his  consti- 
tution broken.  On  Green  river,  in  the  Great  Basin  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  he  sickened  and  died,  and  his  bones  are  left  to  moulder 
in  the  cheerless  desert,  with  no  lasting  monument  to  point  th# 
weary  pilgrim  to  his  lonely  grave. 


[CHAPTER    HI. 

BOCKINQHAH    TOWKSHIF. 

In  ascending  the  river  from  Buffalo,  we  next  enter  upon  Rock- 
ingham township,  the  settlement  of  which  began  simultaneously 
with  that  of  Le  Clair,  Princeton  and  the  Groves.  This  township, 
comprising  the  bluffs  of  the  Mississippi,  is  somewhat  broken,  and 
was  formerly  covered  with  heavy  timber.  The  bottom  lands  that 
mre  above  overflow,  are  excellent  farming  lands.  The  settlement 
was  begun  at  Rockingham  in  the  fall  of  1835.  Col.  John  Sullivan, 
of  Zanesville,  Ohio,  James  and  Adrian  H.  Davenport,  Henry  W. 
Higgins,  and  others,  purchased  the  claim  that  had  been  made  upon 
the  present  site  of  Rockingham,  which  is  directly  opposite  ths 
mouth  of  Rock  river. 

Like  many  other  places  selected  in  those  days  for  town  sites, 
Rockingham  ** possessed  many  advantages/'  the  most  prominent 
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of  whiofa  was,  that  it  wontd  command  the  trade  of  Rock  rirer, 
vhicb,  at  that  time,  was  sapposcd  to  be  Davigable.  It  was  lud 
off  into  lotB,  in  the  ■pring  of  1836.  Its  location  npon  the  banks  of 
the  MisBiisippi,  with  Rock  river  on  the  opposite  side,  ^'as  well 
drawn,  and  lithograph  maps  made  and  circulated  in  eastern  cities, 
and  presented  &  pictnre  of  miicli  beanty.  For  a  while,  it  was  a 
place  of  considerable  importance.  Emigrants,  anacqnainted  with 
the  annual  overflow  of  the  Mississippi,  were  deceived.  To  the 
eye,  in  low  water,  all  was  beautiful,  and  many  a  settler  felt  happy 
in  finding  so  delightful  a  home  in  the  West  Bat,  with  the  rise  of 
the  river,  its  vast  slongha  were  filled,  and  the  embryo  city  hecame 
■a  island.  All  communication  with  the  bluff  was  cut  off  by  a 
■longh  fanning  back  of  the  town  near  the  bluffs,  so  deep,  it  is  said, 
that  keel  boats  had  often  navigated  it  with  heavy  loads.  The  first 
overflow  was  considered  an  "unoommon  occurrence."  The  second, 
s  thing  that  might  "never  happen  again,"  and  unknown  to  the 
"oldest  inhftbitants." 

In  March,  1834,  Adrian  H.  Davenport  made  a  claim  on  Credit 
Island.  This  Iriand,  containing  nearly  four  hundred  acres,  belongs 
to  Scott  county,  it  being  on  the  Iowa  side  of  the  channel  of  the 
Missiseippi,  and  lies  juRt  above  the  mouth  of  Rock  river,  and  a 
little  above  the  town  of  Rockingham.  The  early  French  traders 
had  a  trading  post  on  this  island,  and  credit  was  hero  first 
given  to  the  Indians,  hence  the  name,  "  Credit  Island,"  was 
given  to  it.     Soon  after  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Davenport  upon  this 
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Scott  for  judicial  purposes.    This  office  he  retained  for  twelve 

years,  and  filled  it  with  great  fidelity  and  acceptance  to  the  people. 

He  was  ever  a  Democrat,  a  man  of  untiring  energy  of  character 

and  of  moral  worth.     By  his  removal  to  Le  Claire,  in  1850,  he  not 

only  secured  to  himself  an  ample  fortune,  but  probalbly  did  more 

for  the  building  up  of  that  beautifail  and  enterpri^ng  city,  than 
«ny  other  man  in  it.     lie  was,  in  IS^O,  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Le 

Claire,  and  will  be  more  immediately  identified,  when  we  come  to 

-speak  of  this  part  of  our  county. 

James  Davenport,  his  ancle,  and  the  one  more  paiticularly  inter- 
•csted  in  the  laying  out  of  the  town  of  Rockingbatn,  reipoved  from 
that  place,  in  1848,  to  Sbullsburgli,  Wisconsin,  about  fourteen 
miles  from  Galena,  where  he  has  been  largely  engaged  in  mining. 
Not  only  has  he  been  successful  in  his  new  employment,  and 
aecurcd  to  himself  ample  stores  of  this  world's  fi^oods,  but  has  made 
himself  useful  in  trying  to  arest  the  progress  of  intemperance 
among  the  miners ;  employing  none  but  sober  and  industrious 
men,  and  by  precept  and  example,  teaching  with  humility,  the 
pure  principles  of  Christianity,  before  which  irreligion  and  vice 
have  very  much  diminished. 

The  first  of  August,  1836,  Col.  Snllivam  returned  from  Zane»- 
yille  with  his  family,  and  some  emigrants,  for  settlement.  The 
town,  on  the  first  of  May  of  this  year,  contained  two  log  cabins, 
one  being  occupied  by  A.  H.  Davenport  and  his  family,  and  the 
other  by  a  Mr.  Foster.  Mr.  Sullivan  brought  with  him  a  small 
stock  of  goods,  and  removing  his  store  from  Stephenson,  where  he 
had  been  trading  for  a  year,  he  erected  a  small  building  and  soon 
opened  a  dry  goods  and  grocery  store.  In  the  fall  and  winter  of 
1836,  Rockingham  contained  some  thirteen  houses^  and  about  one 
hundred  inhabitants,  among  whom  were  Col.  Sullivan  and  family, 
the  Davenport  families,  Millington  and  Franklin  £a8ly,  Capt  Jobs 
Coleman  and  brothers,  Wm.  Lingo,  Messrs.  Mountain  and  Cale, 
John  Willis,  S.  S.  Brown,  Henry  C.  Morehead,  David  Sullivan, 
Etheral  and  J.  ^L  Camp,  William  White,  Wm.  Dutro,  H.  W. 
Hlggins,  Cornelius  Harold,  Richard  Harrison,  Jas.  B.  McCoy  and 
E.  K.  Shepherd.  Dr.  E.  S.  Barrows  located  here,  in  the  fall  of 
1836.  He  was  the  first  practicing  physician  located  on  the  Iowa 
side  of  the  river,  between  Burlington  and  Du  Buque.  For  many 
yesuv  his  practice  extended  over  a  large  extent  of  country,  embrac* 
ing  CllBtOQi  Cedar  and  Muscatine  counties.    In  1849,  he  removed 
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to  Davenport,  and  continued  lus  practice  until,  a  few  years  sincer 
lie  retired,  to  enjoy  in  qniet  the  tiiiitB  of  Ins  early  labor,  lie  has 
ever  stood  at  the  head  of  hia  profession,  and  has  been  President 
of  the  "  Iowa  State  Medical  Society." 

Of  the  early  settlers  of  Rockingham,  many  are  tAW  inhnbitanti 
of  Scott  county.  Some-  have  died,  ani  many  settled  in  other  por- 
tions of  liic  State.  We  should  like  to^spoak  more  in  detail  of  the 
early  trials  and  difRc  ill  ties  through  which  they  passed;  of  their 
Joys  and  sorrows;  of  disappoiDtcd  hopes;  and  be  allowed  to  follow 
each  m  his  fortunes  since  the  days  of  old  Rockingham.  But  tho 
limiu  of  this  work  will  not  allow.  There  is,  however,  one  truthlnL 
remark  that  may  be  written.  No  village  of  the  "  Far  West,"  at 
that  day,  could  boast  of  a  better  class  of  citizens,  or  those  of  whom 
she  could  be  more  proud',  than  Rockingham,  both  on  account  of 
bheir  Mgh  toned  moral  character,  their  social  anci  friendly  quali- 
ties, and  for  theiir  kind  and  liberal  attentions  to  the  sickand  to  th» 
atranger.  Many  a  wanderer  from  the  home  circle,  lias  been  made 
to  know  this,  when  laid  upon  a  sick  bed  in  a  far  western  village, 
he  has  found  the  kindly  tones  and  skillful  hands  of  woman,  in  his 
sick  room,  and  had  at  the  same  time  substantisl  proof  that  he  was 
Hot  forgotten  by  the  "sterner  sei." 

A  large  hotel  was  erected  by  the  proprietors  iii  1836,  and  kept 
lor  several  yoars  by  H.  W.  Higgins,  and  was  one  of  the  best  public 
houses  west  of  tlie  Mississippi  riven  Tt  is  still  standing,  and 
occupied   by   W.  D.  Westlake.  Esq.     Capt.    John    Coleman    still 
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by  Ju4ge  Grant,  at  that  time,  has  been  of  immense  >-alue  to  our 
county,  the  fruits  of  which  may  be  seen  in  the  herds  of  many  of 
our  best  farmers. 

Among  those  who  settled  on  the  bluffs  and  on  the  edge  of  the 
prairie,  were  Lewis  Ringlesby,  Esq.,  E.  W.  H.  Winfielri,  John 
Wilson,  more  particularly  known  as  "Wildcat  Wilson,"  from  hav- 
ing often,  as  he  said,  "whipt  his  weight  in  wildcats,"  and  John 
Friday,  who  broke  the  first  ground  upon  the  bluffs,  seven  acres 
for  himself  and  four  for  ^Ir.  W  infield. 

Flour,  in  the  winter  of  1856,  was  from  $16  to  $20  per  barrel; 
corn  naeal  $1.75  per  bushel,  and  no  meat  of  any  kind  for  sale  at 
any  price,  except  deer,  turkey  and  other  wild  game,  of  which 
there  was  plenty,  at  that  day,  in  the  timber  lands  of  the  bluff. 

John  W.  Brown,  Wm.  Vantuyl  and  John  Burnsidcs,  also,  mad« 
claims  or  purchased  them  on  Ma-ka-tai  mo-shc-kia-kiah-Sepo,  or 
Black  Hawk  Creek,  just  above  Rockingham,  in  1836.  John  Wil- 
ton obtained,  that  fall,  two  bushels  of  seed  wheat  from  John 
Dunn,  who  had  settled  in  Allen's  Grove,  which  seed  ho  had 
brought  from  Ohio.  Mr.  Winfield  sowed  the  wheat  that  fall,  and 
eat  the  crop  the  following  year  with  a  sickle.  Such  were  th# 
beginnings  m  agriculture  by  the  settlers  of  1 886. 

At  this  early  day,  business  of  all  kinds  was  dull,  and  the  inhab^ 
iiants  sought  pleasure  and  pastime  in  hunting  and  fishing.  Enor- 
moos  specimens  of  the  finny  tribe  were  taken,  and  to  the  new 
•orner,  were  objects  of  surprise  and  curiosity.  Cat  fish  wer9> 
taken,  weighing  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  one  hundred  and! 
■eventy-fiva  pounds.  I  caught  a  species  of  the  pike  called  the 
Muskelunge,  in  Sugar  creek,  which  empties  into  Cedar  river,  in 
Jane,  1837,  that  weighed  thirty  five  and  a  half  pounds,  and  meas- 
ured five  and  a  half  feet  long.  The  same  summer,  E.  W.  H. 
Winfield  caught  a  cat  fish  in  the  Mississippi,  at  Rockingham,  that 
weighed  one  hundred  and  seventy  pounds.  Having  hauled  it  up 
in  front  of  the  hotel,  it  was  soon  surrounded  with  spectators.  A 
little  daughter  of  H.  W.  Higgins  having  caught  a  sight  of  the 
monster  fish  through  the  crowd,  at  it  lay  floundering  on  the  ground, 
and  not  knowing  exactly  what  it  was,  or  the  exact  cause  of  the 
excitement,  started  off  upon  the  run,  exclaiming,"There,  now,  if  I 
doa't  go  and  tell  my  Pa,they  have  killed  our  old  sow."  The  river 
and  the  forest  furnished  ample  sport  as  well  as  food  for  the  early 
•ettler^    Yeoison  was  often  puaxhtsed  for  two  aad  three  cents  per 
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pound.  Willi  liirkeys,  for  twenty-fivo  to  fifty  cents,  and  pr«irie 
ehicbeni  were  so  plentiful  that  they  were  generally  given  awsy 
by  the  sportsmen. 

In  the  summer  of  ]  887,  a  steam  saw  and  flooring  mill  was  erect- 
ed by  Capt.  Snllivan,  it  being  the  first  of  the  kind  built  in  Scott 
county,  or  npon  this  side  of  the  Mississippi,  between  Burlington 
and  Dn  Buquc.  A  Methodist  church  was  organized  in  1836,  and 
in  the  fall  of  183T,  the  Rcy.  Enoch  Mead  gathered  a  small  church 
of  the  Presbyterian  order.  In  1840,  the  Kev.  Zachariah  Gold- 
amith,  an  Episcopalian,  organized  a  chnrch.  All  congregations 
worshipped,  by  turns,  in  a  small  chnrch  building  erected  by  com- 
mon subscription.  It  was  al8.>  used  ns  a  school  house.  In  1833, 
Bockinghani  contained  foi-ty-five  honses,  including  stores  and 
worlt-shops,  and,  in  1831),  there  were  f.)ur  dry  goods  and  thret 
grocery  stores,  besides  a  drug  store  and  some  whisky  shops.  Me- 
chanic* of  nearly  all  trades  had  settled  there,  bnt  the  financial 
Mate  of  things  at  that  date  was  so  low  that  but  little  was  done  in 
the  way  of  trade. 

Scott  county  was  organized,  and  named,  after  Gen,  Winfield 
Scott,  at  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin  Territory, 
which  met  at  Burlington  in  December,  1837.  The  same  act  pro- 
vided for  holding  an  election  for  the  county  seat  on  the  third  Mon- 
day of  February,  1838.  Itockingliam  and  Davenport  being  the 
only  points  to  be  voted  for,  the  polls  were  to  be  opened  at  the 
lW'kiii!;liam    IIo»H'.  in    liockiii.L'hnm.  an.l  iho  l)av<'ii|.oi-t  Kotel. 
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Sullivan,  the  Messrs  Davenport,  Dr.  E.  S.  Barrows,  G.  B.  Sargent^ 
J.  S.  Shi  Her,  J.  C.  Iligginson,  W.  Barrows,  II.  W.  Higgins,  Wm- 
Vanto}!,  O.  G.  McLain,  Fitzpatrick,  Phipps,  Shepherd  and  others 
besides  many  that  were  non-residents  of  the  town,  who  lent  their 
influence  and  time  npon  the  occasion.  Davenport  had  her  1*% 
CSaire,  CoL  Davenport  and  sons.  Judge  Mitchell,  James  Mackin- 
tosh and  hrother,  D.  C.  Eldridge,  John  Owens,  and  a  host  of 
others,  men  of  means^  talent  and  influence. 

Rockingham,  in  this  first  election,  if  conducted  on  fair  princi- 
pleSy  had  no  cause  to  fear  the  result.  She  had  no  need  of  resort- 
ing to  unfair  means  to  gain  the  election.  The  Southern  part  of 
the  county,  at  that  time,  was  the  most  densely  populated.  She 
could  poll  more  votes  than  Davenport,  besides  which  the  Le  Claire 
township,  at  the  head  of  the  rapids,  took  sides  with  Rockingham, 
expecting  at  some  future  time  to  effect  an  alteration  in  the  county 
lines  on  the  North,  so  as  to  make  Lc  Claire  more  central,  and,  of 
course,  it  was  poli  ;y  to  vote  for  the  most  Southern  point  in  the 
election. 

The  returns  of  the  election  were  to  be  made  to  Gov.  Dodge,  of 
Wisconsin,  we  then  belonging  to  that  Territory.  The  act  speci- 
fied that  the  place  having  the  largest  number  of  votes,  should  be 
declared  the  county  seat,  and  that  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernor upon  such  return  being  made,  to  issue  his  proclamation  ac- 
cordingly. Davenport,  well  knowing  her  weakness  and  want  tf 
**  material  aid,"  entered  into  a  contract  with  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Bellows,  from  Du  Buque,  to  furnish  voters  at  so  much  per  head, 
board,  whisky  and  lodging  to  be  furnished  by  the  party  requiring 
service. 

The  day  of  election  came,  and  with  it  came  also  the  importa- 
tion of  voters  by  the  "  Bellows  Express."  They  were  from  Du 
Buque  and  Snake  Diggings,  eleven  sleigh  loads  of  the  most  wretch- 
ed looking  rowdies  and  vagabonds  that  had  ever  appeared  in  the 
streets  of  Davenport  They  were  the  dregs  of  the  mining  dis- 
tricts of  that  early  day ;  filled  with  impudence  and  profanity, 
foaked  in  whisky  and  done  up  in  rags.  lUi  nois  contributed  largely 
by  vote  for  Davenport.  There  was  no  use  in  challenging  such  a 
crowd  of  corruption,  for  they  hardly  knew  the  meaning  of  the 
word  perjury.  So  they  were  permitted  to  vote  unmolested.  Rock* 
ingbam  at  this  election,  whatever  she  may  have  done  afterwardsi 
observed  a  strict,  honest  and  impartial  method  of  voting.    There 
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Tas  no  necessity  for  a  resort  to  intriffnc.  She  knew  her  Btreagtfa 
an<]  had  it  within  herself.  Hie  election  hein^  over,  the  Du  Buqae 
de!esal!C>n  *>f  miners  retnnied  home,  having  drunk  ten  barrels  of 
whi<ky  and  cost  the  contracting  parties  over  thnie thousand  dol- 
lars in  cash: 

Dare^port  polled  a  majority  of  voles.  The  rejoicing  was  most 
eiitfaas!a<;ic.  Honfires  and  illuminations  were  exhibited,  and  the 
result  was  considered  a  great  and  final  triumph.  Bat  while  thes* 
rejoicinss  were  going  on  in  Davenport,  Dr.  E.  S.  Barrows  and 
John  C.  Higgiason  were  on  their  way  to  Mineral  Point,  Wiscon- 
ain,  to  ><ec  G".>v.  Dodge,  with  documents  suSieieut  to  prove  tits 
frauds  that  had  been  perpetrated  at  Davenport.  Upon  this  ex- 
po<nre  the  G^-emor  refused  to  issue  his  certificate  of  election. 

Thas  things  remained,  until  the  Legislature  met  in  June,  at 
Burlington,  at  which  time  the?  passed  an  act  for  another  election 
for  the  county  iieat,  between  Davenport  and  Rockingham,  to  bt 
held  in  the  following  Augnst.  This  act  more  particularly  defined 
the  manner  in  which  the  election  should  be  carried  on,  and  voten 
were  required  to  have  a  residence  of  sixty  days.  The  retnma  of 
this  election  were  to  be  m.a<le  by  County  Commissioner's  Clei^ 
E.  Cook,  Esq.,  to  the  Sheriff  of  Du  Buqne  county,  and  he  was  to 
connt  the  votes  in  the  presence  of  the  County  Commissioners  of 
that  county.  The  place  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  sru 
to  be  entered  on  the  books  of  the  Commissioners,  and  such  pUoa 
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T^e  ballot  box  was  stuffed.  Illegal  voting  in  various  ways 
Tras  permitted.  Non-residents  of  Scott  county  swore  they  were 
**  old  settlers  "  while  the  poll-books  and  ballot  box  showed  a  list 
of  names  that,no  human  tongue  was  ever  found  to  answer  to, 

A  great  mystery  seemed  to  hang  over  th«  Rockingham  polls. 
Tbey  had  been  watched  by  the  Davenport  party,  and  yet  when 
the  ballot  box  was  emptied  of  its  contents,  it  showed  most  aston- 
ishing results.  The  committee  sent  down  from  Davenport  t* 
watch  the  polls,  could  never  explain  where  all  the  votes  came 
from!  The  names  in  the  box  and  on  the  poll-books  agreed,  but 
the  great  difficulty  seemed  to  be,  that  the  settlement  did  not  war- 
rant such  a  tremendous  vote.  This,  however,  was  afterwards 
explained  as  being  in  strict  conformity  with  the  oath  taken  by 
some  of  the  Judges  or  Clerks  of  the  election,  which  was,  that  they 
should  "  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  see  that  votes  enough  wer« 
polled  to  elect  Rockingham  the  County  Seat." 

The  election  being  over,  the  returns  were  made  to  the  Sheriff 
of  Du  Buque  county,  and  counted  in  the  prescnct  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, as  provided  in  the  Act,  when  a  majority  was  found  for 
Rockingham.  The  Commissioners,  for  some  cause,  failed  to  make 
the  entry  upon  their  records,  as  required  by  the  Act,  but,  during 
the  week,  took  the  liberty  of  "purging  the  polls,"  throwing  out  a 
sufficient  number  of  votes  to  give  Davenport  the  mnjority  by  two 
votes.  One  of  the  votes  thus  thrown  out,  was  that  of  John  W. 
Brown,  who  settled  on  Black  Hawk  creek  in  1835,  and  was  still 
living  there. 

By  this  proceeding,  Davenport  was  declared  the  county  seal. 
Whereupon  the  Rockingham  party  made  application  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  for  a  Mandamus,  directed  to  the  County  Commission- 
ers of  Du  Buque  county,  requiring  them  to  make  the  proper  entry 
upon  their  records  of  the  election  in  Scott  count}',  in  accordance 
with  the  act  of  the  Legislature. 

On  the  final  hearing  of  the  case,  the  Court  decided  that  they 
had  no  original  jurisdiction  over  the  case,  but  at  the  request  of  th« 
parties,  the  case  having  been  fully  argued  upon  its  merits,  th« 
Court  examintd  the  whole  question  and  gave  an  opinion,  the  effect 
of  which  was,  that  Rockingham  was  the  county  seat. 
r  The  Legislature  being  then  in  session  at  Burlington,  passed  an 
Act  fur  another  election.  At  this  election  there  were  twjo  other 
points  added  to  Davenport  and  Rockingham,  as  aspirants  for  lh« 
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ooantf  acat.  One  was  the  "Geographical  centre,"  now  SlopervUI  • 
and  the  other  was  a  qn&rter  section  of  Iftnd  at  the  moath  of  Dack* 
eraek,  called  "  Winficld."  Before  the  election,  the  Geographical 
centre  wai  dropped.  Davenport  and  Rockingham  then  commenc- 
ed offering  town  lotfi,  and  money  for  the  nse  of  the  county,  in 
ca^e  the  county  seat  xh  ml  I  hi  located  on  their  ground.  Thons- 
aads  of  doUarB  and  donations  of  lots  nnd  land  were  made,  and 
bonds  given  to  secure  it  to  the  county,  in  caso  of  the  eelcction  of 
the  point  desired  by  either  party.  But  at  length  Kockinghain 
withdrew  licr  claims  upon  condition  that  Davenport  would  build, 
iVee  of  expense  to  the  county,  a  Couit-IIouae  and  Jail,  shntlar  to 
those  in  Rock  Inland,  which  she  entered  into  bonds  to  do,  and  the 
election  was  left  tor  decision  between  Davenport  and  the  "  Duck 
Creek  cornfield,"  as  it  was  celled. 

The  Commissionerfl  elected  by  the  Rockingham  party  isnacd  sd 
order  for  a  contract  to  build  a  Jail  in  Rockingham,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  following  notice,  publiBhed  in  the  Iowa  Sua,  of  May  12th, 
1840: 

.   Nodce  to  Conlraclor«. 

QEALID  PROPOSALS  will  be  rccire.!  by  the  Biar.1  of  Cnmmlwiioncrsof 
^  Scott  county,  fur  buiMing  k  JAIb  in  the  town  of  Roekinghmii,  until  the 
Qrst  day  of  July  next,  on  which  day  the  jiropusiilg  will  be  opened  and  the 
contract  let. 

A  pltnand  Bpecificitiins  may  bcsoen  by  calling  on  John  II.  SulIivtn.Esq, 
Commi'tsioner  to  aiiprriiiteiid  Lho  erection. 

"r.)posal*  lo  bo  uiniurntd :  "  Proposils  for  i-roclinff  n  .lail  in  Scott  cniinty," 
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dance  and  seemed  to  forget  at  once  all  the  strife  and  bickeringf 
of  the  past,  and  seal  their  friendship  anew,  with  earnest  and  wil* 
ling  hearts. 

I>uring  the  whole  of  this  controversy,  »fiigular  as  it  may  appear, 
the  utmost  good  feeling  and  gentlemanly  conduct  prevailed.  No 
persoaal  feuds  grew  out  of  it,  and,  to  tliis  day,  it  is  often  the  source 
of  much  merriment  among  the  old  settlers  ;  and  is  looked  upon 
only  as  the  freaks  and  follies  of  a  frontier  life. 

liockingham  was  settled  by  a  class  of  people  noted  for  their 
social  and  friendly  virtues.  Nowhere  in  the  West  was  there  a 
more  open-hearted  and  generous  people.  In  sickness,  of  which 
there  was  much  at  an  early  day,  all  had  sympathy  and  attention, 
and  the  most  cordial  good  feeling  prevailed  throughout  the  whole- 
community.  They  were  united  in  every  good  work  and  enterprise^ 
»nd  always  ready  to  kindly  act. 

A  Ferry  was  established  across  the  Mississippi  river  in  th# 
Spring  of  1837,  connecting  with  ar  State  road  up  the  South  side  of 
Kock  Kiver,  which  brought  much  travel  on  that  route. 

In  1815,  the  town  began  to  decrme.  Many  of  the  inhabitants 
left,  and  settled  in  other  parts  of  the  country,,  some  in  the  city  of 
Davenport  At  present  Rockingham  is  a  deserted  village,  having 
hut  three  or  four  families  leic  in  it,  the  buildings  having  beea 
moved  into  the  country  for  farm  houses,  or  to  Davenpovt  for 
dwellings. 


CHAPTER    IV. 


PAVENrORT  TOWNSHIP. 


This  town p?M^>^  like  Ilockingham,  has  bluff  lands  that  are  som?' 
what  broken  near  the  river,  until  we  reach  a  point  three  miles 
above  the  city  of  Davenport,  where  it  opens  out  into  a  beautiful 
j»rairie  called  Pleasant  Valley.  The  bluff,  or  timber  line,  between 
the  liver  and  prairie  is  from  one  to  two  iwiles  wide, and  was  I'orm- 
trly  well  wooded. 

l>y  the  "bluffV  of  the  Misgissi|)|)i  river,  we  do  not  mean  here 
that  they  are  an  abrupt  or  ])erpendienlar  asoeiit,  but  a  gentle  riso* 
Jkom  the  river  or  bottom  lands',  n-ot  so  sleep  but  roaiLs  may  becoiv-' 
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Anictcd  np  almost  nny  part  of  them.  The  general  elGV&tioB  of 
these  blutli',  or  high-lands,  is  about  one  hnndred  feet  abore  Um 
waters  of  the  Mississippi,  and,  in  many  places,  of  very  gentle  as- 
cent, and  covered  with  cultivated  fields  and  gardens  to  their  tope. 

But  Davenport  township  dUtcrs  from  all  others  upon  the  river 
in  the  beautiful  rolling  prairios,  immedintdy  back  from  the  river, 
after  passing  the  bluffs.  These  prairicR  are  not  broken,  as  in  corn- 
mon  with  those  that  approach  so  near  the  river,  but  are  suscepli* 
ble  of  the  highest  state  of  cultivation.  Back  of  the  city  of  Daven- 
port, the  slope  from  the  fop  of  the  bluff  to  Duek  creek,  co%'ered 
as  it  is  with  gardens  and  fieklsi,  is  one  of  uncommon  bcanty  and 
richness;  and  the  farms,  that  now  cover  the  prairie  for  nevcn  or 
eight  miles  back,  cannot  be  excelled  in  any  country. 

Duck  creek,  which  passes  through  the  whole  length  of  thin 
township,  rises  in  Blue  Grass,  some  ten  miles  West  of  Davenport 
and  i-nnning  East,  empties  into  the  Mississippi  five  miles  abovft 
the  c'ty ;  its  course  being  up  stream,  parallel  wilh  the  Mississippi, 
and  only  one  or  two  miles  distant  from  it  It  affords  an  ampU 
supply  of  water  for  stock,  and  is  never  dry  in  summer,  being  fed 
by  numerous  springs  along  its  course.  Its  Indian  name  is  Si-k*- 
ma-que  Sepo,  or  Gar  crook,  instoad  of  Duck  crcefci 

But  before  entering  in  det.iil  upon  the  settlement  of  this  town- 
ship, there  is  much  to  intcrcKt  .inil  engage  the  .ittention  of  thoM 
who  may  desire  a  knowledge  of  its  more  remote  history,  which, 
ultliough  but  little  known,  is  iiilcresting  and  imiiorlant.     As  haa 
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Of  the  tribes  found  here  by  Father   Marquette,  and  among 

whom  he  establbhed  a  Mission^  Kttle  is  knowu,  except  his  first 

ttocountof  them,  as  they  ha%'e  become  extinct.    The  tribes  of  the 

*«imni^  aboriginal,  (Hall's  Sketches  of  the  Weet,  voL  i,  part  ii, 

]>.  142,)  seem  to  have  been  very  numerous  at  that  time,  being  scat^ 
tered  over  the  vast  country  lying  between  Lake  Superior  and  the 

Mississippi,  for  we  find  that  Marquette,  in  his  second  voyage  here 

to  found  the  Mission,  (Shea,  vol.  i,  p.  53,)  was  accompanied  part 

of  the  way  by  somo  "  Illinois   and  Pottawatomies,"  and  we  find 

them  settled  at  that  day  upon  the  Illinois  river,  at  Peoria  and  La 

Sailer's  trading  post ;  and  also  on  the  Kankakee  and  as  low  down 

t)n  the  Mississippi  river   as    Cape    Girardeau.      Tliey   seemed 

to  be  less  warlike  than  the  Iroquois  and  Wyandots,  and   roamed 

mt  pleasure  unmolested,  over  all  lands  and  amono^  all  tribes. 

The  Sacs  and  Foxes  came  from  the  northern  lakes,  but  at  what 
date  it  is  difiicult  \o  ascertain.  The  Foxes  were  originally  called 
Outagamies  (Sclioolcraft,  vol.  VI,  p.  193.)  From  what  tribe  they 
descended  is  not  known.  About  the  seventeenth  century  we  find 
them  with  the  Iroquois  committing  depredations  upon  the  whites 
among  the  great  lakes  of  the  Norih. 

It  has  been  inferred,  says  Schoolcraft,  (Vol.  VI,  p.  193,)  "from 
their  language,  that  they  belonged  to  the  Aliinnqniu  tribe?,  but  at 
an  early  day  were  ejected  from,  and  forsaken  by  them."  We  find 
thtm  in  1712  wiih  the  Iroquois  making  an  attempt  to  destroy  De- 
triot ;  being  routed,  tliey  retired  to  a  peninsula  in  Lake  St.  Claire, 
where  they  were  attacked  by  the  Frencii  and  Indians,  and  driven 
out  of  the  country.  We  next  find  them  on  Pox  river,  at  Green 
Bay.  Their  character  stems  to  be  perfidious.  Tliey  were  a  con- 
stant annoyanoe  to  the  trapper  and  the  trader,  ever  creatrng  diffi' 
culty  and  disturbance  among  other  tribes.  **naving  been  defcatc<l 
mt  tho  battle  of  "  Butte  des  Morts,"  or  «  Hill  of  the  Dead,"  with 
l^eat  slaughter,  the  remnants  of  the  tribe  fled  to  the  banks  of  the 
Wisconsin.'*  (Schoolcraft,  vol.  VI,  p.  091.)  Wehave  no'ftirther 
notice  of  them  until  their  settlement  upon  the  Mississippi  and  its 
tributaries. 

"The  Sacs  and  Foxes  took  possession  of  the  lands  belonging  to 
the  lowas,  (Annals  of  the  West,  p.  713,)  whom  they  partly  subju- 
gated." "The  Foxes  had  their  principal  village  on  the  West  side 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  at  Davenport."  "  A  small  Sauk  village 
was  on  the  West  side  of  the  Mississippi,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
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DaiMoEDiirlvdr."  TliU  wis  between  1785  aid  1800.  The  S&uks 
were  thu  original  oocapanla  of  SagaDav,  on  Lake  Miuhigan,  and 
were  allies  of  the  Foxea  in  I7I2,  in  an  attempt,  to  drtv«  the  Frencb 
oat  of  Micliigan. 

Thos  far  in  onr  historj*  are  we  able  to  trace  the  immediate  occu- 
pADta  of  our  Boi),  prior  to  possession  by  the  United  States.  Tbo- 
early  R-eoch  tra-lers  found  a  village  of  Foxes  at  Dii  Biiqne,  with 
the  Chief"  Pica-Maskic,"  and  another  at  the  month  of  the  Wab- 
esse-pinecoa  river,  a  Sauk  village  with  "  No-No"  as  Chief.  But  a^ 
still  larger  village  of  Poxes  was  where  the  city  of  liock  Inland  now 
itands,  called  "Wa-peHo's  Village,"  while  the  main  Sauk  village, 
"Black  Hawk's  Town"  was  on  Rock  river,  between  Camden  and 
Rook  Island.  The  traf5c  with  the  Indian  s  was  carried  on  by  the 
Caaadian  French,  in  Mackinaw  boats.  There  were  no  established 
trading  posts.  The  constant  wars  among  the  tribes  conlinned  tu 
diminish  their  numbers.  The  Sioux,  thu  Chippewas,  the  Winne- 
bagoes,  and  Alenomcnies  were  the  bitter  enemies  of  the  Sauks  and 
Foxea.  They  were  ever  lurking  upon  each  other's  trail,  and  never 
letting  slip  an  opportunity  of  g:\thering  a  few  soalpa,  in  revenge 
tor  some  fanciea  wrong. 

In  the  Spring  of  1828,  the  Indian  Agent  at  Prairie  Du  Cbien, 
by  reqacst  of  the  Sioux,  Winncbagoos  and  llenomenies,  then  alli- 
ed in  their  petty  wars,  sent  an  invitation  to  the  Chiefsand  Braves 
of  the  Fox  village  at  Du  Buquc,  to  meet  their  enemies  in  council, 
and  forever  bury  the  tomahawk,  anil  settle  all  differences  existing 
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norements  of  the  nnsaspeoting  Foxot.  On  the  second  night  after 
eaving  Da  Baqae,  the  party  made  an  encampment  a  little  beloir 
lie  month  of  the  Wisconsin  river,  on  the  eastern  shore,  and  white 
booking  their  evening  meal,  and  smoking  aronnd  their  camp-fires, 
^rithont  the  least  suspicion  of  danger,  they  were  fired  upon  by 
inore  than  a  hundred  of  their  enemies ;  a  war  party  that  had  been 
sent  down  for  that  purpose.  But  two  of  the  whole  number  esoap* 
ed.  In  the  general  massacre  that  followed,  these  jumped  into  the 
river  and  swam  to  the  western  shore,  carrying  the  sad  news  of 
the  murder  to  their  village.  This  produced  consternation  and 
alarm.  Such  treachery,  even  in  Itidian  warfare,  was  startling. 
The  Chiefs  and  brave  men  had  been  slaughtered  without  mercy, 
and  an  attack  upon  their  village  might  be  expected.  Their  lead- 
ers  were  dead,  and  dismay  and  confusion  reigned  throughout  the 
camp. 

The  surviving  warriors  were  assembled  in  Council  to  select 
another  Chief.  A  half-breed,  of  Scotch  descent,  of  much  daring 
and  bravery,  by  the  name  of  Morjran,  was  elected  and  named  Ma* 
qne-pra  um.  A  war  party  was  soon  formed  under  their  new  leader 
to  march  on  the  faithless  Sioux  and  avenge  the  death  of  their 
Chief  and  brave  men.  The  preparations  were  soon  completed. 
The  plot  was  laid.  All  was  ready.  The  council  fire  was  agaia 
lighted  and  the  warrior  band,  headed  by  their  new  Chief,  sat 
around  in  sullen  silence,  painted  and  hung  in  all  the  parapharnalia 
of  the  Indian  warrior.  The  wail  and  lamentation  for  the  dead 
were  changed  to  the  deep,  piercing  yell  of  the  savage !  All  the 
dark  hatred  of  the  Indian  nature  was  depicted  on  the  counten- 
ances of  this  revengeful  group,  and  there  went  up  a  shout,  the 
war-cry  of  their  tribe,  such  as  the  rugged  cliffs  and  hills  of  Dn 
Buque  had  never  heard  before  or  since.  With  blackened  faces, 
chanting  the  death  song,  they  entered  their  canoes  and  started  on 
their  mission  of  blood. 

Ariving  in  the  vicinity  of  Prairie  Du  Chien,  from  the  opposite 
blnffif,  the  spies  of  the  party  discovered  the  encampment  of  the 
foe,  almost  directly  under  the  guns  of  the  Fort  The  setting  sun 
was  just  gilding  the  walls  of  Fort  Crawford,  and  the  sentinol  on-  . 
its  ramparts  had  just  been  roused  from  his  listlesness  by  the  beat 
of  ^Hat'oo;^'  the  Indians  lay  indolently  in  their  camp,  little  dream* 
ing  of  the  fate  that  awaited  them.  On  seeing  the  position  of  the 
eoemy,  the  plan  of  attack  was  soon  formed.    The  Foxes  lay  ii 
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MBbush  antQ  the  dtrkneea  of  the  nigbt  ■hoold  shield  them  irom 
observfttion,  A  lufficient  number  vas  left  with  the  eanoes,  with 
iastraotioni  to  be  a  short  distance  below  the  Fort.  The  warrion 
then  stripped  themselves  of  every  incumbrance,  bnt  the  girdle, 
oontaininc  the  tomahawk  and  loalping  knite,  and  went  np  the  river 
some  little  distanoe,  when,  about  midnight,  they  swam  the  Missia- 
sippi  and  stealthily  crawled  down  upon  the  encampment. 

All  was  darkness  ar.d  eilence  I  No  sentinel  watched  the  doomed 
camp  1  The  smouldering  fire  of  the  first  wiffwam  they  reached, 
revealed  t j  them,  as  thoj  threw  aside  the  curtained  door,  an  Indian 
smoking  bis  pipe  in  meditative  silence.  The  leader  Chief  siezed 
him,  and  without  aoise  carried  him  outside  the  lodge  and  slew  him 
without  alarming  the  camp.  The  work  of  death  went  on  from 
lodge  to  lodge  in  stillness  and  silence,  n,ntil  the  knife  and  hnlcbel 
had  done  their  bloody  work,  severing  not  only  the  scalp  but  many 
of  the  heads  of  their  Chieftains  ! 

The  work  was  done,  and  with  one  loud,  wild  whoop  of  satisfac- 
tion and  revenge,  the  Fort  was  awakened,  the  sentry  sent  forth  hia 
note  of  alarm,  while  the  assailants  took  to  the  canoes  belonging  to 
the  enemy,  rejoined  the  party,  and  with  a  yell  of  triumph  were  far 
down  the  Mississippi  before  tho  officers  of  the  Fort  were  in  readi- 
DdSB  to  march.  With  the  trophies  of  victory  they  soon  reached 
their  village,  dancing  the  "scalp-dance."  Packing  npthcirvalua- 
hles,  the  whole  band  deserted  their  town  at  Du  Buquc,  descending 
the  liver,  and  settled  where  the  city  of  Davenport  now  stands. 
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the  dawn  of  civilization,  mast  suffice.  The  Indian  who  possessed 
the  soil  was  here  in  his  own  right,  by  whaterer  means  he  pos- 
sessed it.  The  early  missionaries  had  taught  him  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  Christianity.  He  believed  in  the  Great  Spirit  He  wor- 
shipped no  idols,  nor  bowed  to  any  superior  but  the  great  ^^  Man- 
ito.''  They  had  their  Seers  and  Prophets,  and  believed  in  a  tute- 
lar spirit.  They  made  no  sacrifice  of  human  life  to  appease  the 
wrath  of  an  offended  Deity.  They  observed  their  fasts  and  holy 
days  with  blackened  faces,  and  with  midnight  lamentations. 
They  believed  in  a  future  of  rewards  but  not  of  punishments,  and 
were  ever  ready,  and  proud  to  sing  the  death  song  even  at  the 
stake,  that  they  might  enter  the  elysian  fields  of  the  good  hunting 
ground.  They  never  blasphemed.  There  is  no  word  in  their  lan- 
guage by  which  to  express  it. 

The  Indian's  home  is  wherever  the  finger  of  destiny*points ;  yet 
his  sympathies  often  cluster  deeply  around  the  plaoe  of  his  nativity 
and  the  scenes  of  his  earlier  life.  Thus  was  it  with  them  when 
they  came  to  leave  their  home  upon  As-sin-ne-Me-ness,  (Rock 
Island,)  and  the  As-sin-ne-Se-pe,  (Rock  River.)  In  all  their  wan- 
derings, from  the  great  Lakes  on  the  north,  to  the  Ohio 
on  the  south,  and  the  Mississippi  on  the  west,  they  had  never 
found  a  home  like  this.  The  blufis  and  the  islands  furnished 
them  animals  for  the  chase,  while  the  clear  waters  of  the 
As-sin-ne-Se-po  gave  them  the  finest  fish.  The  fields  yielded  them 
an  abundance  of  the  maize,  the  potato,  beans,  melons  and  pump- 
kins, and  they  were  as  happy  as  the  roving  spirit  of  their  nature 
would  allow,  when  in  the  sping  of  1814,  the  white  man  came,  and 
with  the  din  of  preparation  for  work,  the  solitude  was  broken,  and 
the  first  sounds  of  civilization  burst  upon  their  ears. 

Attempts  were  made  at  that  time  to  plant  Forts  along  the  Upper 
Mississippi.  (Annals  of  the  West,  p.  743.)  The  only  means  of 
transportation  was  by  armed  boats.  Maj.  Zachary  Taylor,  (Pres- 
ident of  the  U.  S.  in  1850,)  was  m  command  of  one  of  these  boats. 
He  left  Cap  au  Gris,  (Cap  an  Orey,)  in  August,  of  this  year,  with 
three  hundred  and  thirty-four  men,  for  the  Indian  Towns  it  Rock 
Island,  with  instructions  to  destroy  their  villages  and  cornfields. 
(Annals  p.  744.)  The  Indians  were  located  on  both  sides  of  the 
liver  ^'atove  and  below  the  rapids.'*  But  in  this  attempt  he  was 
frustrated  by  the  Indians  receivmg  aid  from  neighboring  tribes  and 
some  British  allies  then  at  Prairie  da  Chien.    The  battle  was 
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xerere,  and  luted  aome  three  hours,  commenciDg  on  the  rapids 
ibOTO,  at  Campbell  Island  (p.  74S.) 

In  May,  181S,  the  Eighth  Regiment  and  a  Company  of  rifle- 
Ben,  in  command  of  Col.  Lawrence,  came  np  the  river  in  boatSf 
and  landed  at  the  month  of  Rock  Itiver.  After  some  examina- 
tion, the  lower  end  of  Rock  Island  was  fixed  on,  for  a  site  to  build 
s  Fort.  On  the  10th  of  May,  they  landed  on  the  Island.  A  store 
honse  was  first  put  np,  which  was  the  first  buildiog  ever  on  the 
Island.  A  bake-boose  was  next  built,  and  then  Fort  Armstrong 
was  commenced.  At  this  time  there  were  about  ten  thousand 
Indians  in,  and  aroimd  the  place  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  Col. 
Oeoi^e  Davenport,  then  attached  to  the  army,  was  general  super- 
intendent, (dee  Biog.  Col.  D.,  in  Davenport  Past  and  Present.) 
The  Indians  were  mnch  dissatisfied,  and  oomplained  that  the 
noise  made  hj  the  white  man  in  bailding  on  the  Island  would  dis- 
turb the  Great  Spirit,  whose  residence  they  believed  to  be  in  a 
oave  at  the  foot  of  the  Island, 

From  this  date  nntil  the  Black  Hawk  War,  Rock  Island  waa 
•nly  a  frontier  military  post,  and  altbongh  this  notice  does  not 
come  strictly  into  the  History  of  Scott  County,  yet  so  intimately 
are  its  early  pioneer  scenes  connected  with  it,  that  it  is  seems 
almost  indispensible  to  make  some  mention  of  it.  Tranquality 
bad  in  a  measure  been  reetored  between  the  whites  and  Indians, 
when  the  Black  Hawk  War  broke  out.  A  few  remarks  on  the 
causes  of  this  war  may  not  be  uninteresting. 


1^68.]  couimr  of  soott.  89 

Testore  all  such  property  as  they  had  plapdered  or  stolen  from  thi 
whites^  and  in  default  thereof,  to  be  cut  off  from  their  proportior, 
of  the  annuities,  which  they  were  to  receive  for  their  lands,  by  th( 
^treaty  at  St.  Louis  in  1804.  This  was  one  of  the  causes  that  led 
t  >  the  Black  Hawk  war.  The  disaffected  portion  of  the  tribo 
under  Black  Hawk  were  for  resistance,  while  Keokuk,  the  chief 
of  the  peace  party,  had  signed  the  articles  of  treaty  with  his  prin- 
cipal  braves. 

There  was  a  general  dissatisfaction  among  all  the  tribes  of  the 
Upper  Mississippi  at  this  time.  In  the  transportation  of  military 
stores  and  traders'  goods,  in  boats,  the  whites  were  often  attacked, 
and  they  had  to  go  armed.  Col.  Taylor  had  an  engagement  in 
person,  with  several  hundred  Indians  among  the  islands,  just  below 
this  city.  Being  overpowered  by  numbers  he  was  obliged  to 
retire  with  a  small  loss. 

In  the  treaty  which  ceded  the  lands  of  Rock  River  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  it  was  stipulated  that  the  Indians  should  retain  pos- 
session of  them  until  they  were  brought  into  market,  or  sold  for 
actual  settlement.  This  gave  to  the  Indian  as  much  nght,  as  a 
fee  simple  title,  until  1829,  at  which  time  the  lands  were  sold,  and 
Black  Hawk^s  tower,  between  Camden  and  Rock  Island,  passed 
into  the  hands  of  the  whites.  On  his  return  from  hunting  in  the 
spring  of  1830,  he  was  informed  for  the  first  time  that  his  home 
had  passed  into  other  hands ;  and  that  he  must  remove,  with  the 
rest  of  his  tribe,  West  of  the  Mississippi.  This  he  refused  to  do  in 
the  strongest  terms.  He  visited  Canada  to  see  his  British  Father, 
and  Gen.  Cass  at  Detroit,  who  advised  him,  if  he  owned  the  land 
to  remain  where  he  was,  that  he  could  not  be  disturbed.  (Wil* 
kie's  Davenport  Past  and  Present,  p.  23.) 

All  efforts  made  by  Keokuk,  or  his  white  friends,  to  induce 
Black  Hawk,  on  his  seturn,  to  remove  West,  were  unavailing.  He 
is  said  to  have  exhibited  more  attachment  for  his  native  land  at 
this  time,  than  ever  before  or  after.  In  the  spring  of  1881,  his 
people  commenced  planting  corn  at  his  village,  and  the  whites 
who  had  laid  claim  to  it,  ploughed  it  up.  This  aroused  all  the 
ciative  fire  and  indignation  of  Black  Hawk.  He  at  once  formed 
his  plan  of  resistance.  He  threatened  tlie  whites.  They  became 
alarmed.  The  little  Fort  at  Rock  Island  was  too  weak  at  such  a 
remote  point,  and  Gen.  Gaines  ordered  ten  companies  of  militia 
to  Fort  Armstrong.    A  conference  was  had  with  Black  Hawk  but 
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ho  still  refused  to  leave.  The  troops  marched  upon  his  town,  and 
lie  retired  across  the  river  and  located  bis  village  where  the  farm 
of  the  Hon.  E.  Cook  waa  formerly,  just  below  the  city  of  Daven- 
port. Another  talk  wa;*  then  had,  and  Black  Hawk  agreed  not  to 
cross  the  river  withont  permisBion.  But  the  following  sprinjj  he 
is  found  pressing  hia  way  up  Rock  River  with  his  wHola  band  of 
warriors,  men,  women  and  chifdreo,  expecting  to  be  joined  by 
other  tribes  and  his  friends,  the  British  allies.  Butin  this  he  was 
disappointed,  and  being  pursued  by  Gen.  Atkinson  with  six  hun- 
dred regulars,  he  fed  for  tbo  wilds  of  Wisconsin,  committing 
dJepredations  and  massacres  along  his  route.  The  war  was  now 
begun  in  good  earnest. 

On  the  15th  of  Sept,  1832,  the  Black  Hawk  war  being  ended, 
s  treaty  was  held  with  the  Sacs  and  Foses  by  Gen.  Scott,  upon 
the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  Kail- 
road  Company  in  this  city.  At  this  treaty  a  small  strip  of  land 
only  was  ceded  to  the  United  States,  called  the  "  Black  Hawk 
Purchase."  It  lay  along  the  Mississippi  river,  beginning  at  a 
point  on  the  boundary  line  between  Missouri  and  Iowa,  which  is 
now  the  south  east  corner  of  Davis  County,  and  nmning  thence 
to  a  point  on  Cedar  river,  near  the  north  east  comer  of  Johnson 
County,  thence  in  a  norlhwest  direction  to  a  point  on  the  Bouth 
boundary  of  the  Neutral  Grounds,  then  occupied  by  the  Winne- 
bagocs,  and  thence  with  said  line  to  a  point  on  the  Mississippi 
a  short  distance    above  Prairie    do    Cliicn,   it   being 
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fresh  upon  the  brow  of  our  bluff)),  and  the  corn-hills  and  play- 
groonds  of  his  children  have  been  covered  over  with  the  habita*. 
tions  of  man ! 

This  mighty  river  that  once  bore  to  our  shores  the  frail  bark  of 
m  Marqaette  and  a  Joliet,  has  become  the  thoroughfare  of  nations. 
Where  the  light  canoe  of  the  savage  once  glided  in  safety,  the 
8cu-ti-chemon,  (fire  canoe  or  steamboat,)  of  the  white  man  now 
floats  with  majesty  and  splendor,  and  this  magnificent  river  has 
become  the  highway  of  a  mighty  nation.  The  Mackinaw  trading 
boat  with  its  French  voyageur,  has  left  its  moorings  on  As-sin-ne 
Man-ess,  (Rock  Island ;)  and  old  Fort  Armstrong  that  had  stood 
like  a  watchful  sentinel  on  the  jutting  rocks  of  the  Island  tor  more 
than  forty  years,  has  been  burned  down  by  sacrilegious  hands. 

In  the  Spring  of  1836,  John  Wilson,  or  "Wild  Cat  Wilson,"  as 
he  was  called,  who  was  an  old  "  claim  maker,"  (he  and  his  boys 
having  made  and  sold  the  one  where  Rockingham  was  located, 
and  one  where  now  is  the  fiirm  of  Judge  Weston),  commenced 
making  a  claim  on  the  eclfge  of  the  Prairie,  on  the  Blue  Grass  road 
from  Davenport,  where  the  farm  of  Mr.  Depro  now  is,  afterwards 
the  Dr.  Bardwell  place.  The  Indians  who  were  then  living  on  the 
Iowa  river  frequently  came  in  here  to  the  trading  house  of  Col. 
Davenport,  on  Rock  Island.  The  trail  passed  directly  across 
where  Wilson  was  making  his  claim.  He  was  cutting  trees  for  logs 
mnd  had  some  two  or  three  yoke  of  oxen  hauling  them  together  for 
the  house,  when  a  company  of  Indians  came  along  on  their  way 
to  the  trading  house.  They  were  a  part  of  the  disaffected  band 
of  Black  Hawk,  and  as  usual  felt  cross  and  bitter  toward  the  white 
man,  whom  they  looked  upon  as  an  intruder.  They  ordered  Wilson 
to  desist  from  making  any  improvements ;  told  him  that  he  should 
not  live  there,  and  that  he  must  leave.  "Old  Wild  Cat,"  who  was 
ued  to  Indians,  with  whom  he  often  had  difficulties,  and  most 
probably  with  some  of  this  very  band,  took  little  heed  of  what 
they  said,  but  urged  on  his  work  without  any  fear  oftrouble  from 
thenu  The  Indians,  after  remaining  in  Davenport  and  on  the 
Island  for  a  few  days,  lefl  for  their  home,  full  of  whisky,  and  ripe 
for  a  quarrel.  On  arri\T[ng  at  Wilson*s  they  rode  up  to  the  spring, 
near  which  the  house  was  building;  (the  same  that  now  stands 
there,  usjd  as  a  stable.)  They  got  ofF  and  turned  their  ponies 
loose,  laid  off  their  blankets  and  deliberately  prepared  for  a  fights 
Wilson  and  his  two  sons  were  all  there  were  of  the  whites.    Wil^ 
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son  was  a  short  distance  in  the  woods  chopping.  The  attack  was 
made  upon  James,  who  was  driviiig  the  team.  He  mn  for  his 
father  and  Saranel.  On  their  arrival,  the  old  man,  who  never 
feared  Indian  or  while  man,  bear  or  wild  cat,  pitched  in  for  a  gen- 
Mai  fight.  The  Indians,  some  twelve  or  fourteen  in  number,aooa 
had  "Old  Wild  Cat"  down,  wlien  one  of  the  boys,  not  having  any 
weapon,  unyoked  an  ox,  and  with  tbe  bow  knocked  down  two  or 
three  of  the  Indians,  which  released  his  father,  who  springing  to 
his  feet  caught  his  ase,  which  he  bad  dropped  in  the  first  onset, 
and  turning  upon  them,  be  struck  an  Indian  in  the  back,  RpUttJng 
him  open  from  the  neck  nearly  to  the  small  of  the  back.  This 
dampened  the  ardor  of  the  savages  for  a  moment,  when  Wilson 
calling  on  his  boys  to  fight,  and  raisinf:;  the  "Wild  Cat"  yell,  he 
made  at  them  again,  when  they  gathered  up  the  wounded  Indian 
and  fled.  He  soon  died,  and  the  next  Sunday  the  Indians  gathered 
ingrcat  numbers  in  the  neighborhood  of  Wilson 's,with  threatening 
aspects. 

Wilson,  with  bis  boys  and  a  Sew  neighbors,  was  forted  in  John 
Friday's  cabin,  where  the  Indians  kept  them  nearly  all  day.  A. 
runner  was  sent  to  Mr.  Le  Claire  and  Col.  Davenport,  who  settled 
the  matter  with  the  Indians,  and  cautioned  them  about  traveling 
across  the  lands  of  "Old  Wild  Cat,"  telling  tliem  of  his  threats; 
that  he  would  scalp  the  first  "red-skin"  he  canght  upon  that  trail. 
The  Indians  made  a  new  trail  from  Davenport,  running  further 
North, through  Little's  Grove,  and  were  never  known  to  pass  Wil- 


1868.]  OOUNTT  OF  SCOTT.  48 

yoangy  and  had  no  playmates  in  early  life  bat  the  Indian  boys. 
He  learned  to  speak  their  language,  and  was  an  expert  archer, 
swimmer  and  racer;  ever  ready  to  join  in  all  their  sports,  and  a 
general  favorite  with  the  whole  tribe.  This  explains  why  he  was 
permitted  to  go  upon  the  lands  while  others  were  kept  off  until 
the  next  year;  for  many  emigrants  took  possession  in  the  Antumn 
of  1832  after  the  treaty,  bat  were  driven  off  and  had  to  await  the 
time  specified  in  the  treaty  for  possession,  viz;  the  Ist  of  Jane,  1 838* 

There  is  therefore  an  error  in  the  history  of  Buffalo  Township 
as  to  the  first  claim,  and  also  the  first  ferry.  Capt  Clark  might 
have  established  the  first  public  ferry,  but  Col.  Davenport  had  a 
flat  boat  and  used  it  for  ferry  purposes  as  early  as  1827,  running 
between  the  Island  and  the  main  shore,  carrying  pack-horses, 
cattle  and  goods  for  the  Indian  trade.  He  also  kept  a  wood-yard 
on  the  Island  after  steamboats  began  to  run  here,  and  brought 
wood  from  Maple  Island,  and  other  places. 

The  claim  upon  which  Davenport  now  stands  was  first  made  in 
the  Spring  of  1833,  by  R.  H.  Spencer  and  a  Mr.  McCloud.  A 
difficulty  arose  between  these  men  in  respect  to  the  claim,  or 
some  portion  of  it,  when,  to  end  the  dispute,  Antoine  Le  Claire 
purchased  from  both  their  ei^tiro  interest  for  one  hundred  dollars. 
This  was  the  first  transaction  in  real  estate  in  the  city  of  Daven- 
port, some  of  which  has  since  been  sold  as  high  as  two  hundred 
dollars  a  foot  This  claim  comprised  that  portion  of  the  city 
lying  west  of  Harrison  street,  being  outside  of  Le  Claire's  reserve. 
He  fenced  in  and  cultivated  a  portion  of  it  near  the  bluff,  embrac- 
ing the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  Gourt-House  and  JaiL  The 
early  settlers  will  very  readily  call  to  mind  the  natural  state  of  the 
groand  in  that  portion  of  the  city  lying  below  Western  Avenue. 
Where  Washington  Square  is  now  enclosed,  filled  up  and 
beautified,  there  was  a  quagmire  that  extended  westward  between 
Second  and  Fourth  streets  to  the  limits  of  the  city.  This  slough 
that  headed  in  Washington  Square  was  caused  by  springs,  form- 
ing soft  spongy  ground,  impassable  for  man  or  beast ;  and  until 
1845,  there  were  no  streets  opened,  nor  crossings,  from  Second  to 
Fourth,  below  Western  Avenue.  Some  of  the  residents  of  1837 
and  1838  will  recollect  cattle  miring  in  this  slough,  and  onei)r 
two  instances  in  which  they  died  in  it.  Tliis  portion  of  our  city 
b  now  largely  built  up  by  the  Germans,  who  mostly  reside  in  the 
western  portion  of  the  city,  and  whose  industry,  energy  and  taste 
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have  tamed  this  low  land  into  beantifat  gardens,  and  coTered  H 
vith  )ionie8  and  workshop!). 

In  the  Antuinn  of  1885,  Antoine  Le  Clare,  Maj.  Thoa.  Smithr 
Haj.  Wm.  Gordon,  Phillip  Flambaagh,  Alex.  W.  McGregor,  Levi 
S.  Colton,  Capt.  James  Miy,  with  Co\.  George  Davenport,  met  at 
the  house  of  the  latter  gentleman,  on  Rock  Island,  to  consult  as 
to  the  propriety  of  laying  oat  a  town  upon  Mr.  Le  Claire's  claim, 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river.  The  arc;utnents  offered 
in  lavor  of  such  a  project  were,  the  unexampled  fertility  of  the 
■oil,  the  necessity  for  a  town  at  some  future  day  zt  the  foot  of  ths 
rapids,  the  unrivaled  beauty  of  the  location,  its  healthy  position) 
&c.  Tills  meeting  resulted  in  the  purchase  from  Mr.  Le  Claire  of 
all  the  land  west  of  Harrison  street,  running  along  the  bluff  as  i^ 
west  as  Warren  street,  and  thence  south  to  the  liver,  at  a  cost  of 
two  thousand  dollars.  The  town  was  named  after  CoL  George 
Davenport.  It  was  surveyed  byMij.  Gordon  in  the  Spring  of 
1836,  who  is  said  to  have  performed  the  service  in  less  than  a  day, 
with  his  mental  vision  very  much  obscured  by  a  certain  dccoetion 
called  by  the  Indiana  scuti-appo,  the  "white  man's  fire  water." 
From  some  of  the  lines  which  I  have  had  occasion  to  trace  since, 
1  have  never  doubted  the  assertion. 

The  first  improvements  witlrin  the  present  city  limits,  were 
made  by  Mr.  Le  Claire  upon  the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  M. 
&  M.  R.  II.  Depot,  in  the  Spring   of  1883.     But  nothing  in  the 
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next  year  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  John  McGregor,  from  Ken- 
tacky. 

In  June,  1836,  a  very  important  personage  arrived,  bringing 
with  him  all  the  ingredients  of  a  pioneer  whisky  shop,  the  first 
iatrodnced  npon  the  soil  of  Scott  county.  It  was  Capt  John 
latch,  from  Newbaiyport,  N.  H.  He  had  been  a  seafaring  man, 
was  far  advanced  in  life,  of  a  jovial  disposition,  full  of  anecdotes 
and  ever  ready  to  toss  off  a  glass  of  grog  with  any  one  who  desired 
to  join  him.  His  log  shanty  stood  on  Front  Street,  below  tlie  snb- 
leqaent  site  of  Bnrnell,  Gillet  &  Co 's  mill.  Being  in  possession 
of  the  Captain's  account  book,  or  log,  as  he  called  it,  it  may  inter- 
est some  to  make  a  few  extracts ;  particularly  as  to  the  cost  of 
material  and  labor  at  that  day  for  building.  His  cabm  was  about 
16x20  feet.     It  was  afterwards  enlarged. 

Ju!»B  30,  183C.— Paid  Hampton  for  logs,  &c., $112  00 

Paid  for  nails  and  sundries, 5  00 

For  raising  8  logs,  6  beams  and  sleepers, 24  50 

Lime  and  hauling  rock, 12  00 

Lumber  of  Shoals  &   Eldridge,   (Capt.   Shoals  and  D.  C. 

Eldridge,) 14  44 

Lumber  of  Capt.  Clark, 24  93 

Carpenters  and  Joiners, 63  50 

Nails  and  liquor^ 10  00 

Shingles,  glass,  sash  and  clear  stuff, 29  47 

Underpinning  and  painting,  whitewashing,  Ac, 11  00 

Locks,  bntts  and  screws, 8  11 

Ilorso-rack  and  sawing  corners  of  cabin, 0  00 

Digging  cellar,  planking  and  timber, 19  OS 

Cost  of  the  first  whiskj  shop, $886  00 

KoT.  16.— R.  H.  Dr.  to  4  glasses  of  whinky,  25  cents,  4  Ibs.salt  12cts.        87 
To  2  glasses  whisky,  12  cts.,  cracisers  and  herring,  12,. . . .        25 

Die.  8.— To  2  mackerel,  25  cts.,  1  pt  whisky,  12^  cts., 87i 

To  1  quart  whisky,  25c.,  tobacco  12^c., 87i 

J.  M.  Cr.  by  1  bbl.  flour, $13  00 

By  tbi  ee  days'  work,  $1  per  day 8  00 

Dr.  to  4  barrels  of  lime,  $1.50  per  bbl 6  00 

Jo9B  8, 157.— Mr.  E Dr. 

To  73  muskrat  at  22  cts.,  4  minks  25c $16  OS 

To  1  fisher  skin,  1  wolf,  1  badger,  and  1  coon  skin,  22  cts. 

each, 86 

Cr.  by  2  bush,  com,  at  $1.26  per  bush., 8  fiO 
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Bat  floor  wu  sold  as  high  aa  tiS  per  barrel  this  ^ear;  pork 
IS  ots.  a  pouad,  and  com  12  a  bushel. 

The  eccentric  Captain  dealt  in  almost  anything  and  ever^hiDg 
that  came  along,  as  may  be  seen  by  his  "  log  book"  from  the  fine 
fam  of  the  beaver  and  the  otter,  down  to  the  wolf  and  polecat.  la 
the  provision  line,  he  kept  everything  that  could  be  had  from  pork 
and  flour  down  to  pumpkins  and  turnips ;  bnt  the  great  attraction, 
however,  the  great  leading  article,  was  whisky.  The  Captaia, 
too,  bad  such  a  nice,  peuuliar  way  of  making  the  "  critter"  palat- 
able by  varioui  other  ingredients,  that  hispunuhes,  cobblers,  julips 
and  cocktails,  all  made  from  whisky,  were  much  sought  atlor ;  and 
his  store  became  the  resort  of  not  only  those  who  wished  to  pur- 
chase the  neoessaiies  of  life,  but  the  professional  man,  the  politi- 
wan,  the  claim  speculator,  the  old  discharged  soldier  and  the 
Indian,  all  met  here  upon  one  common  level,  and  talked  over  all 
matters  of  interest,  under  the  balmy  influence' of  the  Captain's  good 
ohoer.  His  was  the  only  store,  tavern,  saloon  or  public  place  of 
entertainment  in  the  town  or  country,  and  was  aa  much,  perhaps 
to  many,  a  resort  of  necessity  as  a  place  to  quench  thirst  Cap- 
tain Litehdicdon  tho£th  of  March,  1841,  aged  £5  yeari,  with  the 
sUgma  of  having  planted  the  first  whisky-shop  upon  the  soil  of 
Scott  county. 

A  ferry  across  the  Mississippi  was  established  in  the  year  1 838, 
by  Mr,  Le  Claire,  who  was  appointed  Postmaster  and  carried  the 
mail  in  his  pocket,  while  ferrying.    It  is  said  that  his  per  ccntage 
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fingers  playing  to  receive  '^that  dime.''    Ho  died  of  cholera  in 
1853. 

The  first  white  male  child  born  in  Davenport,  was  a  son  of  Levi 
8.  Colton,  in  the  Autumn  of  1836,  who  died  at  the  Indian  village, 
on  the  Iowa  river,  in  August,  1840.  •  The  first  female  child  was  a 
daughter  of  D.  C.  Eldridije,  still  living.  Alexander  \V.  McGregor 
opened  the  first  law  office,  in  1836.  A.  M.  Gavit,  a  Methodist 
minister,  preached  the  first  sermon,  in  the  house  of  Mr.  D.  C.  Eld* 
ridge,  corner  of  Front  and  Ripley  streets.  There  were  seven 
deaths  this  year,  the  first  being  that  of  Mrs.  Tanncyhill.  She  was 
buried  upon  the  brow  of  the  bluff,  where  the  First  Baptist  church 
now  stands,  on  Sixth  and  Main  streets,  where  a  place  had  been 
selected  as  the  burial  grounds  of  the  town.  Others  were  buried 
in  Mr.  LeCiaire's  private  ground,  corner  of  6th  and  LeClairo 
streets.  This  spot  is  now  covered  wita  improvements,  (the 
graves  all  having  been  removed,)  and  is* occupied  by  the  familj 
residence  of  W.  Barrov/s,  Esq.  In  his  garden  was  buried  Dr. 
Emerson,  the  owner  of  the  celebrated  Dred  Scott,  who  accom- 
panied his  master  to  this  territory,  while  he  was  in  the  army  at 
Fort  Armstrong  ;  and  it  was  upon  this  ground  that  the  suit  was 
predicated  for  Dred's  freedom. 

[to  be  continued.] 


EDITORIAL  NOTICE. 


This  number  begins  the  History  of  Scott  county,  which  will  bo  continued, 
in  subsequent  issues.  It  was  written  about  three  years  ago,  and  tlie  editor 
cannot  bo  supposed  to  have  made  all  the  corrections  of  dates,  and  matters  of 
allusion  to  years,  but  he  has  made  them  where  most  obvious.  This 
explanation  is  due  both  to  the  writer,  Mr.  Barrows,  and  to  the  conductor  of 
the  Annals.  To  the  old  settlers,  as  well  as  new  comers,  it  will  afford  a  ridi 
treat,  and  amply  pay  for  readmg,  marking,  and  inwardly  digesting,  almost 
erery  page  containing  some  striking  incident.  It  is  the  only  regret  of  th« 
Committee  of  Publication,  that  its  length  must  compell  the  insertion  of  the 
History  in  different  numbers,  instead  of  issuing  it  all  at  once.  The  type  Of 
the  AanaU  has  been  changed  to  Long  Primer,  instead  of  Small  Pica,  thereby 
admitting  more  matter  on  a  page.  But  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  print  moro 
largely,  until  the  Legislature  takes  the  expense  upon  itself,  or  the  Literary 
Pubivc  patronize  the  work,  as  the  Cheapest  in  the  State  and  country. 


JUWAU  OX  lOWJL. 


LETTER  OF  ADJ.  L.  A.  litTNCAN,  OP  THE  42d  REGT. 

IOWA  VOL.  INFANTHr. 

[The  fallowing  extract  of  (ho  letter  of  AdjuUnt  Dunckn,  u  published  1ft 
the  lows  City  RfpubUcan,  was  ■ccomptnied  with  lh«  chain  described ;  taA 
it  is  safely  deposited  in  Uie  Cabinet  of  the  State  Historical  Society. — Edit<»k,] 

Fort  Hallbck,  Cohtkbus,  Kt.,  ) 
Thursday,  Jan.  8tb,  18S2.     } 
£iis.  Republican' 

On  the  Ut  mat.,  a  nojro  slave  ciime  into  canap  with  a  chain, 
weighing  four  or  five  pounds,  tightly  fastened  about  his  neck, 
The  poor  negro  hjid  been  guillyof  the  enormous  crime  of  borrow- 
ing a  gnn  irora  a  Union  man  to  shoot  a  squirrel  for  his  sick  wift 
and  for  this  unpardonable  offense  he  was  chained  like  a  cnlprit 
But  the  negro  outwitted  his  master  and  got  the  chain  off  the  rafter 
to  which  it  was  fastened.  He  was  not  ceremonious  in  bidding  his 
master  an  affectionate  farewell,  but  made  for  Cnlumbns,  where  he 
arrived  safely,  with  one  end  of  the  chain  abont  his  neek  and  thi 
other  end  in  his  pocket  Some  of  the  Company  B  boys  of  ow 
regiment  soon  secured  a  file,  and  were  not  long  in  removing  tho 
hated  load  from  his  ueck.    I  secured  the  chain  as  a  present  to  thf 
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BY  WILLABO  BARROWS,  ESQCfRE,   OF  DAVENPORT. 


[Continued  from  page  47.] 

In  September  of  this  year,  1836,  a  treaty  was  held  with  the  Sac 
and  Fox  Indians,  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  above  the  city,  where 
the  honse  of  Mrs.  Brabrook  now  stands.  Governor  Dodge  wan 
Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  secure  a  tract 
of  land  upon  the  Iowa  river,  called  "  Keokuk's  Reserve."  Ther*^ 
were  present  at  the  treaty  about  a  thousand  Chiefs,  Braves  and 
Warriors,  and  it  was  the  last  assemblage  of  the  kind  ever  held 
here  to  treat  for  the  sale  of  their  lands.  Mr.  D.  C.  Eldridge  waa 
present,  and  relates  the  scenes  at  this  treaty.  Keokuk  was 
Chief,  and  principal  speaker  on  the  occasion.  Black  Hawk 
present,  but  was  not  allowed  to  participate  in  the  treaty,  standing 
alone,  outside  of  the  groupe,  with  his  sou.  Nau-she-as-kuk  %i^cl 
a  few  other  friends  were  silent  spectators.  This  is  the  last  time 
the  old  Chief  ever  visited  this  vicinity,  which  to  him  had  been 
one  of  the  dearest  spots  on  e9rth,  and  around  which  his  afieotioos 
had  clustered  from  boyhood.  He  was  dressed  on  this  occasion  in 
Che  white  man's  style,  having  on  an  old  bla«k  frock  coat,  and  a 
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drab  hat,  with  a  caiio,.  the  very  picture  of  dis.ipp^lntocl  ambUlon. 
Like  the  withered  oak  of  his  native  forest,  torn  and  shatteicJ  by 
the  lightning's  blast,  the  winter  of  ago  upon  his  brow,  ami  bis  fee- 
ble, tottering  steps  pressing  the  soil  be  so  mnch  loved,  he  stood,  a 
represenUtivc,  a  noble  relic  of  his  once  powerful  tribe,  in  medita- 
tive, dism:d  silence.  What  thrilling  recollections,  what  heart- 
Uiring  scenes,  must  have  passed  through  the  mind  of  the  aged 
{lOtriarch  of  three  score  years,  uad  what  deep  emotion  must  liav* 
filled  his  soul,  as  he  reflected  upon  the  past,  and  desiredlo  unbur- 
den bis  crowded  memory  of  the  wrongs  of  his  people  toward 
him.  Hut  he  was  not  nllowod  to  spenk.  lie  had  m.ide  a  misstep 
in  t'le  great  dr.im;i  of  life.  IIo  was  a  fallen  Uhi'jftaiii.  His  proud 
nature  would  not  allow  him  to  yield,  and  take  a  lowly  seat  in  th» 
CouniuU  of  bis  people,  and  so  be  stood  the  silent  observer  of  th» 
tinal  contract,  ihat  tore  him  from  ibe  last  foothold  on  the  bunting 
(pounds  of  his  fathers.  The  saddened  memory  of  years  sti'uggled 
for  utterance,  but  the  great  ('htcft»in  smothered  it,  witli  stoical 
indifference.  He  died  on  the  Dl'S  Moines  river,  Oi;tober  ."id,  1830. 
The  varied  accoints  of  the  death  aiid  bnnal  of  Black  Hawk  an»- 
such  as  to  induce  the  author  to  say,  that  ho  was  not  '■  buried  in  &■ 
wtting  posture  iu  the  banks  of  the  Des  Midnes  river,  where  ho 
(WMild  srfe  the  canoes  of  bis  tribe  a«  they  passed  to  the  ijood  hunt- 
ing ground,"  as  was  stated  iti  some  accounts  at  the  time  of  lib- 
death.  Neither  was  he  buried  as  Schoolcraft  s.iys,  (Vol.  6,  p.  554  „ 
1857,)  "with  all  the  rights  of  sepulture  which  are  only  bestowed 
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wampam,  after  the  fashion  of  his  tribe.     At  a  later  period  it  is 

•aid  that  a  certain  Dr. ,  of  Warsaw,   111.,  disinterred  tho 

body,  and  took  the  bones  to  Warsaw.     Gov.  Lucas  learning  this, 
required  their  return  to  him,  when  they  were  placed  in  the  hall  of 
the  Historical  Society  at  Burlington,  and  finally  consumed  by  fir©  . 
with  the  rest  of  the  Society's  valuable  collections. 

At  the  close  of  this  year,  1838,  there  were  some  six  or  seven 
houses  in  the  original  limits  of  the  town,  and  the  population  did 
not  exceed  one  hundred,  all  told ;  while  Stephenson  had  some  fivid 
hundred  inhabitants.  There  was  but  one  main  street,  or  public 
road  leading  through  tho  town.  This  was  up  and  down  tho  river 
bank,  or  Front  street.  An  Indian  trail,  which  afterwards  becam« 
a  public  road,  led  out  of  the  city  nearly  where  Main  street  now 
is,  passing  by  the  corner  of  6th  and  Main,  following  the  top  of  the 
ridge  near  the  present  residence  of  Mr.  Ncwcomb,  and  running 
across  the  College  Grounds,  intersecting  Main  street  on  the  West 
tide  of  the  square.  Another  Indian  trail  leading  from  tho  town, 
was  from  the  residence  of  Mr.  Le  Claire,  where  tho  Depot  now 
stands,  passing  up  tho  bluff  where  Le  Claire  street  now  crosses 
Sixth,  and  entered  Drady  opposite  the  College  grounds.  Although 
a  treaty  had  been  made  with  the  Indians  and  they  had  sold  their 
lands,  yet  they  still  lingered  around  tho  place  so  dear  to  them. 
The  trading  house  of  Col.  Davenport  was  still  kept  open,  on  th« 
Island,  and  furnished  supplies  for  them. 

No  portion  of  the  great  West,  has  the  Indian  been  so  loath  to 
leave  as  tho  hunting  and  fishing  grounds  of  Rock  Island  and 
vicinity.  It  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  severest  trials  of  Black 
Hawk's  life,  to  bid  adieu  to  the  home  of  his  youth  and  the  graves 
of  his  ancestors.  When  carriL»d  pant  Rock  Island  a  prisoner, 
after  his  defeat  and  capture  at  the  battle  of  l^ad  Axe,  he  is  said 
to  have  wept  like  a  child.  The  powder  horn  worn  by  him  at  hin 
last  battle,  has  recently  been  obtained  from  an  old  Pioneer  soldier 
of  the  Black  Hawk  war  and  presented  to  the  State  Historical 
Society,  by  li.  M.  Prettyraan,  Esq»,  of  Davenport.  For  many 
ve.ars  after  the  removal  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  to  their  new  home 
beyond  the  Mississippi,  parties  of  them  would  pay  an  annual  visit 
and  even  now  one  sees  the  aged  warrior  walking  over  our  oity^ 
pointing  out  to  his  children  places  of  interest  now  covered  by  thg 
wigwams  of  the  white  man.  Even  ttie  fish  taken  in  the  As-Sinne- 
i)L*p0|  (Rock  River,)  were  conside^c4  ^y  ^^^^  Indian  better  than 
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an^  canght  in  the  MisiilsBippi  or  elsewhere.  When  the  order 
came  for  their  removal,  it  was  with  bowed  heads  and  lingering 
atepa  they  took  ap  their  line  of  march  towards  the  setting  enn,  the 
children  of  destiny,  a  peraeoated  race,  seclcing  an  asylum  from  the 
oppression  of  the  white  man. 

In  May,  1837,  a  council  of  chiefs  was  held  at  the  trading  home 
of  Col  Davenport,  on  Rock  Island,  to  consider  the  invitation  sent 
to  them  by  President  Van  Buren,  for  a  depatadon  to  visit  him  at 
Washington.  At  this  "talk,"  Keokuk,  as  Chiet  of  the  Sacs  and 
Fores,  was  present,  and  a  large  number  of  under  chiefs  or  braves. 
Among  them  were  Wapello,  Poweshiek,  Pash-apa-ho,  Nau-ahe- 
oa-kuk,  son  of  Black  Hawk,  and  many  others.  At  the  same  time 
a  band  of  Pottawattamie  Indians,  then  on  their  way  to  their  lands 
on  the  Missouri  river,  were  encamped  on  Black  Hawk  Creek, 
some  three  mites  below  this  city.  They  had  stopped  to  rest,  and 
viflit  their  friends  the  Sacs  and  Foxes.  The  head  men  of  this 
baad  were  invited  to  ait  in  council.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being 
present  with  many  other  atrans^ers,  by  invitation  from  Colonel 
Davenport.  This  band  of  Polt^w»ttamies  had  been  encamped 
for  some  tim},  and  hiid  annoyed  the  few  settlers  along  the  river 
and  blulfs,  by  stealing  their  hogs,  .in  article  by  the  way  that  an 
Indian  is  very  fond  of  The  inhabitants  had  sent  to  the  old  Fori 
at  Montrose,  where  a  few  soldiers  were  still  quartered,  for  assist- 
ance to  remove  these  Indiana.  As  the  Council  was  aliont  assem- 
bling on  the  Island,  there  appeared  upnn  this  side  of  the  river  a 
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Indiansk  Upon  his  return  a  few  days  after,  he  very  frankly 
aknowledged  that  he  was  **  sold,^'  and  on  looking  for  his  friend 
the  chief,  he  only  found  the  smouldering  ashes  of  his  camp  fire, 
and  has  never  probably  bad  the  ])leasure  of  meeting  him  since. 

After  this  little  business  of  the  Lieutenant  was  concluded,  the 
Council  was  opened  in  due  form,  by  smoking  the  calumeU     Keo- 
kok,  as  usual,  was  the  principal  speaker.     He  first  called  an  aged 
warrior,  or  chief,  who  made  a  few  remarks  on  being  again  permit- 
ted  to  meet  their  white  friends.     He  was  followed  by  Keokuk, 
who   slowly  rose  to   his  feet,  letting  drop  his  blanket  from  his 
shoulders,  dis])laying  his  calico  shirt  with  the  necklace  of  grizzly 
bears  claws  hung  around  his  neck,  and  a  proper  quantity  of  wam- 
pnm.     His  manner  was  dignified.     All  eyes  were  turned  upon  him, 
and  a  smile  of  satisfaction,  if  such  a  thing  could  be  seen  on  the 
face  of  an  Indian,  could  be  traced,  as  this  great  orator  began  his 
speech.     He  alluded,  in  brief  terms,  to  the  friendly  relations  exist- 
ing between  the  President  and  himself,  was  happy  to  hear  from, 
and  much  pleased  with,  the  invitation  from  him,  for  a  visit.     He 
then  entered  upon  the  importance  of  more  material  aid  from  his 
great  father.     This  was   done,  probably  to  please  his  people  and 
maintain  his  popularity.     As  he  warmed  up  with  the  subject,  he 
became  animated  and  even  eloquent.     His  speech  was  clear  and 
distinct     He  spoke  fast,  so  much  so  that  Mr.  Le  Claire,  the  inter- 
preter, had  frequently  to  stop  bim.     His  lofty  bearing,  his  earnest 
intelligent  Ijok,  and  his  well-timed  gestures,  all  told  that  he  was 
<me   of  nature's   orators.     His  own  people  had  over  looked  upon 
him  as  a  man  destined  to  rule.     So  powerful  in  argument  was  he 
that  he  has  been  known,  by  his  eloquence  in  debate,  to  completely 
torn  the  multitude  from  their  first  purpose.     He  rose  from  obsou- 
rity  to  the  Chieftainship  of  his  tribe  by  the  force  of  his  talents  ; 
and  was  often  charged  by  his  red  brethren  with  havinor  white  blood 
in  his  veins.     There  is  a  mystery  hanging  over  the  death  of  this 
celebrated  Chief. 

The  Sacs  and  Foxes,  on  their  removal  from  here,  first  settled 
on  the  Iowa  river;  and,  after  the  second  purchase,  they  removed 
te  the  Dea  Moines  river,  where  they  remained  until  the  last  sale  of 
thMT  lands  in  Iowa,  when  government  provided  them  a  lM>me  in 
Kaaaas.  They  are  now  located  on  the  waters  of  the  Neosha  and 
Osage  rivers.  South-west  ot  Fort  Leavenworth  near  ilm  Shawneea 
iu&d  Kansas  Indians,  and  have  a  tract  of  country  euajbracing  some 
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fear  boDdred  and  thirty-fire  thousand  acres.  There  are  about 
rixteeD  handred  in  both  tribes,  and  draw  from  the  United  States 
an  aannity  of  fifly  thousand  dollars  per  annum  for  their  capporC 
They  have  a  large  amount  of  farming  lands  opened  for  cultivation 
aad  an  experienced  farmer  to  teach  them  agriculture,  but  from 
the  annual  reports  of  the  Indian  Bureau  we  learn  that  their  pro- 
gress is  slow,  and  their  unwillingness  to  send  tticir  children  to 
school  exhibits  a  decided  dislike  to  civiliEation  and  improvement. 
Their  proad,  indep3ndent,  restless  spirit,  has  led  them  several 
times  since  their  location  beyond  the  Missouri,  to  get  up  war 
parties  for  A  descent  upon  the  Sioux  or  other  tribes,  but  their  agent 
has  been  as  prompt  to  put  them  down.  They  have  never  struck 
a  blow  since  their  residence  there.  Vast  sums  of  money  bava 
been  expended  on  these  Indians  to  civilize  and  christianize  them, 
but  to  little  purpose.  Some  difficulties  have  ariRen  among  them- 
selves, since  the  death  of  Keokuk,  but  of  what  nature  we  are  not 
able  to  relate. 

Keokuk  rem.iined  with  them  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Suspicion 
rested  on  him,  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  tribe,  of  unf^tirncss  in 
the  distribution  of  the  annuities.  He  is  said  to  have  had  a  quarrel 
with  Wai-aan-me-Bau,  a  son  of  Black  H.iwk,  on  the  subject  of  gov- 
ernment annuities.  Keokuk  was  charged  with  partiality  towards 
his  own  friends  and  the  whites.  An  effort  was  made  n  elect  a 
new  disbursing  Chief,  when  the  whites  interfered  and  no  change 
was  effected. 
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sorted  to,  and  many  were  cut  severely,  while  two  were  killed  oxlU 
Tight  In  ordinary  circumstances,  the  murderer  must  answer  with 
his  life,  and  if  he  flies,  the  friends  and  relatives  of  the  deceased 
mast  pursue  and  bring  the  offender  to  justice.  The  Chief  of  the 
tribe  requires  his  surrender  at  the  hands  of  his  relatives  or  his 
tribe,  hut  in  a  drunken  frolic  when  one  is  killed,  no  one  is  charged 
with  the  murder.  It  is  set  down  to  the  whisky.  The  Indian  is 
not  to  blame.  It  is  the  "  che-moco-raan's  scuti-appo,"  or  white 
man^s  fire-water,  that  has  done  the  deed,  and  no  sacrifice  of  blood 
is  required  to  avenge  the  wrong. 

In  1841,  while  making  some  explorations  in  the  Sioux  and  Win- 
nebago Indian  country,  upon  the  head  waters  of  the  Waubsipine- 
con,  Cedar  and  Iowa  rivers,  now  Minnesota,  I  stayed  a  few  dayi 
St  the  village  of  **  Chos-chunka,"  or  Big  Wave,  a  Chief  of  the 
Winncbagoes.  One  beautiful  moonlight  night,  the  Indian  chil- 
dren had  been  playing  with  unusual  life  and  gayety,  the  young 
men  and  maidens  had  roamed  at  large  around  the  village,  and  the 
sports  and  moonlight  games  had  made  the  wild  woods  echo  with 
the  rude  and  sometimes  boisterous  mirth  of  these  sons  of  the 
forest  Our  host  had  pointed  to  our  lodgings  in  one  end  of  his 
wigwam,  and  all  had  retired,  when  there  came  over  the  stillness 
of  the  night,  one  ot  those  Indian  yells  so  familiar  to  many  of  our 
frontier  villages.  I  knew  It  well,  and  as  two  drunken  Indians 
approached  the  village,  a  stir  among  its  inmates  was  heard,  as  one 
and  another  crept  from  his  lodge  to  hear  the  news  from  the  trad- 
ing house,  or  some  border  whisky  shop  Chos  chunka  turned  on 
his  bed,  and  with  his  long  pipe  stem  stirring  the  embers,  he  soon 
kindled  a  blaze,  lit  his  pipe  and  fell  back  upon  his  pallet.  There 
was  now  a  glimmering  li^'ht  from  the  re-kindled  embers,  so  that 
from  beneath  my  blanket  I  could  see  all  that  passed  within  the 
wigwam.  The  noiss  increased.  Footsteps  were  heard  passing 
by  our  lodge;  it  was  evident  the  Indians  were  gathering  for  a 
**  Big  Drunk."  Soon  the  bear  skin  door  of  the  lodge  was  pushed 
aside  and  ons  of  the  wives  of  the  Chief,  who  had  been  absent  a 
few  moments,  entered  and  whispered  something  in  his  ear.  She 
went  away  and  the  Chief  resumed  his  pipe,  and  lounged  upon  his 
bear-skin  bed.  The  wife  soon  returned,  bearing  with  her  a  bottle 
containing  the  accursed  poison,  which  she  presented  to  Chos- 
Cbnnka.    He  refused^  and  bidding  her  go  away,  he  remained  npon 
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Itis  bed.  Bat  he  seemed  nncasy,  and  Rt  last  arose  and  sat  by  tbs 
lire.  Agua  hU  squaw  brousrht  the  futnl  bottle,  of  wliich  sbe  bad 
c-yidently  tasted,  and  again  he  refused  it,  when  she  threw  herarma 
around  his  neck  and  placed  the  bottle  to  his  lips.  IIis  resolutions 
wero  all  overcome,  and  he  drank,  then  bade  her  begone.  But  the 
fatal  draught  had  been  taken,  and  its  fire.was  fast  passing  through 
his  veins.  The  noise  in  the  adjoining  lodge,  where  the  festive 
board  was  spread,  had  now  become  loud  and  boisterous.  All  at 
onoa  the  Chief  threw  aside  his  pipe,  and  rnshed  out  of  his  lodge. 

I  apoke  to  my  companions,  A.  \V.  Campbell  aod  the  interpreter^ 
when  we  at  once  arose  and  made  our  way  out  to  see  the  condition 
of  things  among  the  Indiana.  I  had  mess.ages,  and  a  pass  or  per- 
mit to  visit  the  country,  from  Gov.  Chambers,  endorsed  by  the 
Indian  Agent,  Hev.  David  Lowry,  at  Ft.  Atkinson,  on  Turkey 
river,  and  well  knew  that  under  ordinary  circumstances,  I  was 
safe  while  a  guest  of  the  Chief,  and  under  the  protection  of  his 
lodge.  I  well  knew,  too,  that  it  was  the  courtesy  due  to  us,  that 
80  long  prevented  him  joining  the  festive  party,  for  while  he  was 
straggling  so  hard  between  whisky  and  politeness,  he  turned  many 
sorrowful  and  imploring  glances  toward  onr  silent  couch.  Wo 
spent  but  a  short  time  looking  into  the  lodge  where  the  drunken 
soeno  was  last  preparing  for  a  bloody  ending.  As  we  stood  there 
viewing  the  circle  of  Indians  within,  a  dog  ran  across  the  ring 
when  a  drunken  Indian  struck  him  in  the  ribs.  In  a  moment  the 
owner  grappled  with  the  offender,  and   soon  the  melee  becam 
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tdo  mach  noise,  as  he  had  distiagnishcd  friends  visiting  him,  and 
thej  mast  not  be  disturbed.  That  they  were  ^'big  captains,''  and 
making  a  picture  of  their  country  to  show  his  great  Father,  tho 
President,  (I  was  surveying  for  ray  map  of  Iowa,  published  in 
1845.)  In  their  drunken  carousal  I  could  see  that  sanii  low,  vul- 
gar, nonsensical  merriment  which  is  often  exhibited  in  che  white 
man  on  similar  occasions.  They  told  their  love  stories  and  sung 
their  bachanalian  songs,  until  one  after  another  fell  over  and  were 
left  to  sleep  away  tlie  fumes  of  that  drink,  which  has  carried  thou- 
tands  of  tJiese  ignorant  savages  to  the  grave. 

An  Indian,  when  he  once  tastes  liquor,  never  leaves  it  until  ho 
is  drunk  or  it  gives  out.  He  comprehends  no  other  use  of  it  but 
to  stijpify.  It  is  no  welcome  beverage  to  him,  for  tlicy  do  not  love 
the  taste  of  it,  but  its  effects.  The  palate  of  the  Indian  is  as  little 
vitiated  as  that  of  a  child.  They  use  no  salt  nor  seasoned  food, 
sod  their  taste  is  keen  and  remarkably  sensitive.  I  have  seen  the 
Indian  in  apparent  agony  by  drinking  whisky,  which  is  generally 
well  spiced  with  red  pepper  and  gums,  to  keep  up  its  strength, 
and  I  have  seen  the  young  man  and  maiden  held  by  main  strength, 
while  the  whisky  has  been  administered,  to  teach  them  to  drink. 

The  next  morning,  after  the  affray  above  narrated,  I  visited  the 
lodge  of  the  wounded  Indian.  He  refused  in  sullen  silence  to  con- 
verse upon  the  subject,  and  would  only  say,  *'too  much  scuti-appo." 
No  hard  feelings  were  entertained  towards  the  offender,  all  was 
charged  to  the  whisky  account. 

Among  the  settK*rs  at  the  close  of  the  year  1836,  were  Antoine 
Lc  Claire,  Phillip  Ilambaugh,  Lewis  Hibbert,  George  L.  Daven- 
port, L.  S.  Colion,  G.  0.  R.  Mitchell,  Maj.  Wm.  Gordon,  D.  C. 
Eldridge,  Dr.  Emerson,  James  and  Robert  Mcintosh,  James  M. 
Bowling,  Ira  Cook,  Sen.,  and  his  sons  Wm.  L.,  Ebenezer,  John  P. 
and  Ira  Cook,  Jr.,  Adam  and  John  Noel,  John  Armil  and  sons, 
James  and  Walter  Kelly,  Dr.  James  Hall  and  sons,  Alexander  W* 
McGregor,  his  father  and  brother,  John  and  David  Le  Claire,  Wm. 
R.  Shoemaker,  Edward  Powers,  James  R.  Stubbs, Tanner- 
hill,  William  Watts,  Frazier  Wilson  and  others. 

There  were  only  seven  houses  or  cabins  erected  at  the  close  of 
the  year,  most  of  them  very  rude  structures,  built  of  poor  material^ 
and  but  cheerless  abodes  to  meet  the  comins:  winter.  One  ot 
these,  the  first  public  house  built  in  the  town,  was  silvial^d  «X  X\i^ 
corner  of  Front  and  Bipley  aireeta,  erected  by  Co\.Da.Nev^i\^sA 
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Mr.  Le  Claire,  and  kept  at  first  by  Edward  Powers,  now  of  Kock 
Island,  called  the  "DaTenport  Hotel,"  but  afterwards  enlarged  and 
kDown  as  the  "U.  S.  Hotel."    The  building  is  still  standing. 

The  log  house  of  CapL  Litoh,  the  first  whisky-shop,  has  been 
torn  away  t%,give  plaoe  to  more  subsUntial  buildings.  The  bjiild* 
ing  erected  by  Mr.  Shoals,  afterwards  known  ns  the  "  Dilloli 
House,"  stood  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  on  the  nest  block  below 
Bnruetl,  GiUett  &  Co.'s  Mill.  This  has  been  destroyed  by  fire. 
The  rest  of  the  "land  marks"  of  183G  are  still  standing,  deuayiug 
witness<?s  of  the  early  trials  of  the  Pioneers  of  Scott  county. 

The  population  did  not  exceed  one  hundred.  But  little  ground 
had  been  broken,  and  very  little  grain  of  any  kind  raised.  Sup- 
plies had  to  bo  obtained  from  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis.  TheForl 
OB  Rock  Island  had  been  abandoned,  and  tiie  soldiers  removed. 
The  niiirning  reveille,  and  the  evening  tiUtoo  had  oeased  to  bca^ 
and  oil!  Fort  Armstrong,  that  had  afforded  shelter  and  protection 
to^any  of  the  immigrants,  was  deserted  ;  and  as  the  chilling  blast 
ot  December  fell  upon  the  unprotected  settlers,  miny  an  anxious 
heart  was  saddened  by  the  prospect  of  the  coming  Winter,  and 
many  a  tear  wiped  in  silence,  as  their  thoughts  w.ut  back  to  thosa 
Italcyon  d.iys  of  unalloyed  happiness  in  the  land  of  their  nativity. 

The  survey  of  the  pubiic  lamls  in  Iowa  began  in  tlie  Autumn 
of  1836.  Scott  county  survey  \v:\s  made  by  A.  Bent  and  son, 
from  Michigan,  U.  S.  Deputies  from  the  Surveyor  General'! 
OITk-o  Sit  CinciiHiati.     Tiie  surveys  ofth'i^^  county  were  eoniiOetod 
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were  respected  and  held  in  peace  (when  properly  taken)  nntil  the 
sale  of  the  lands  by  government,  when  the  owners  were  permitted 
to  purchase  them  at  the  minimum  price  of  $1.25  per  acre. 

During  the  fishing  season  of  this  Spring,  among  other  neigh- 
boring tribes  that  often  visited  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  to  fish  in  thf 
waters  of  the  As-sin-ne-Sepo,  (Rock  River,)  a  small  band  of  Win- 
nebagoes  were  encamped  on  Rock  Island.  As  usual  the  young 
snd  more  profligate  of  the  tribe  were  hanging  around  the  groce- 
ries in  Stephenson  and  Davenport,  bartering  such  articles  as  they 
possessed  for  whisky.  On  one  occasion  two  young  Indians,  being 
crazed  by  too  large  potations  from  the  whisky  bottle,  quarreled, 
and  one  struck  the  other ;  an  indignity  seldom  submitted  to  by  aA 
Indian,  drunk  or  sober.  The  next  day  tlicy  met  upon  the  littlt 
▼illow  island,  just  below  the  town  of  Davenport,  whether  by  acci- 
dent 01  by  common  consent,  it  is  not  known,  but  the  quarrel  was 
renewe  1  and  carried  to  such  an  extent,  that  one  of  them  was  killed. 
No  whites  were  present,  and  various  reports  were  made  by  the 
Indians  as  to  the  manner  of  his  death.  One  account  of  the  afljiir 
was  that  the  difficulty  was  settled  by  a  duel,  after  the  fashion  of 
the  white  man,  one  of  the  parties  using  a  shot  gun,  the  other  a 
rifle.  If  it  was  a  duel,  it  is  the  first  on  record  of  having  taken 
place  am  ng  the  Indians  of  the  North-west.  The  shot-irun  hero 
was  buried  in  one  of  the  mounds  then  cxistinsron  the  banks  ot  the 
river  below  the  city,  on  the  farm  of  Ira  Cook,  Esq.,  the  site  of 
Black  Hawk's  last  village.  There  was  another  Indian  buried  in 
the  same  mound,  who  died  at  the  same  time,  having  been  bitten 
by  a  rattlesnake  while  lying  drunk  one  night.  They  were  placed 
four  feet  apart,  facing  each  other ;  buried  in  dirt  as  high  up  at 
the  waist  holding  in  one  hand  the  paint,  and  in  the  oiher  the 
tomahawk.  The  graves  were  surrounded  with  poles  or  pickets 
some  ten  feet  high,  and  set  so  close  that  no  animal  of  any  siz* 
ooald  get  to  the  bodies. 

The  survivor  fled  to  his  home  in  Shab-be-nah's  Grove  on  Rock 
River,  leaving  his  friends  here  in  deep  distress  at  his  misfortune, 
and  the  dire  consequences  that  mnst  unavoidably  follow,  accord- 
ing to  Indian  custom.  The  fugitive  well  knew  his  doom  !  There 
was  blood  upon  his  8kirt<t.  The  relatives  of  the  deceased  demanded 
his  return.  They  clamored  for  his  blood.  His  own  sister  and 
tome  of  his  relatives  went  for  him,  and  found  him  in  hib  wigwam, 
with  blackened  face,  brooding  in  silence  ever  his  act  of  blood,  feel* 
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n;  that  the  Great  Spirit  was  tuigry  with  him  and  thatno  nacrific* 
was  too  great  to  appease  his  wrath.  Tho  ulster  plead  with  him 
to  return  to  liock  Island  and  meet  his  fnte,  and  thas  appease  the 
wrathful  spirit  of  the  departed  one.  One  bright  morning  in  May, 
a  few  d.iys  after  the  murder,  tho  quiet  camp  of  the  Imlinns  on  As- 
■in-nc-Maness  (Uouk  Island)  was  atvakcned  by  the  doleful  chant 
of  the  death  so.g.  A  few  eanpescamc  gliding  around  the  point 
of  the  Island,  among  them  was  that  of  the  murderer,  singing  his 
last  song  this  side  tlio  good  hunting  ground.  His  canoe  was  pad- 
dled by  his  own  siater  whom  he  tenderly  loved.  The  long  pro- 
tracted howl  of  tho  Indian  crier  soon  put  In  motion  the  whola 
camp,  on  both  sides  of  the'  river.  From  every  cave  and  eddy 
along  the  banks  ot  the  rivev,  there  shot  for.h  canoes  Ulled  with  ex» 
cited  natives,  eager  to  participate  in  the  bloody  scene  about  to  be 
enacted.  A  circle  wn^  toon  formed  a  little  abore  the  burying 
ground  of  the  old  Fort  at  the  foot  of  the  Island.  A  shallow  grave 
was  (lug,  and  tho  willing  but  trembling  culprit  was  led  to  it  by  his 
mourning  sister,  and  knuollng  on  one  side  of  it,  the  nearest  main 
relative  of  the  deceased  approached,  and  with  one  blow  of  tho 
tomahawk  his  deatli  song  was  hushed,  and  then  his  body  was  cut 
in  pieces  by  the  surronndlng  Indians. 

The  first  marriage  ceremony  in  town  took  place  in  the  Spring 
of  this  year.  Tiio  parties  were  WnL  B.  Watts  and  a  niece  of  An  - 
tolno  Le  Claire,  Esq.  Mrs.  Watts  died  a  few  years  afterwards, 
and  w:is  biiii(.nl  ill  .Mr.  Lo  Cl.iire's  piiviin-  biiriiU  i;rour.il.     TliLi 
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BOW  see  the  thing  in  operation,  down  on  *'  Brimstone  Corner,^ 
(Front  and  Ripley  streets,)  with  Joe  Topin,  the  old  discharged 
soldier,  as  head  engineer,  rolling  oat  the  bread  stnfT  by  the  quart. 
Bat  this  was  the  *'day  of  small  thmgs.'' 

Some  trouble  ocoarred  this  year  among  claim-holders.  The 
new  comers,  in  somi' instances,  were  unwilling  %o  go  over  Duck 
Creek  to  take  claims,  and  considered  the  Squatter  Sovereignty  too 
liberal  in  giving  to  each  man  three  hundred  and  twenty  acre?, 
while  none  of  it  was  improved.  Individuals,  not  in  actual  posses- 
sion, were  liable  to  have  their  claims  jumped.  Several 
cases  of  this  kind  occurred,  when  the  Society,  which  had  been 
organized  in  March  of  this  year,  interfered.  Having  tried  one  man 
by  the  name  of  Stephens,  who  had  jumped  a  claim  of  Maj.  Wil- 
son^s,  (now  of  Rock  Island,)  where  the  Ladies'  College  now  stands, 
or  a  part  of  "Fulton's  addition,"  and  he  refusing  to  vacate  the 
premises,  on  application  of  the  Major,  the  Sheriff  of  Du  Buque 
county  was  sent  for,  there  being  then  no  nearer  scat  of  Justice 
than  Du  Buque.  On  the  arrival  of  Sheriff  Cummings,  he  found 
Mr.  Stephens  snugly  ensconced  in  the  Mnjor's  cabin,  armed  with 
the  instruments  that  would  terminate  life  if  properly  handled,  and 
threatening  entire  annihilation  to  any  and  all  who  might  dare  to 
touch  him.  The  Sheriff  soon  summoned  his  posse,  and  with  them 
came  a  yoke  of  oxen,  which  were  soon  hitched  to  one  corner  of 
the  log  cabin,  and  as  the  timbers  began  to  show  signs  of  parting, 
Mr.  Stephens  very  willingly  vacated  the  premises,  and  was  shown 
the  most  feasible,  as  well  as  the  quickest  route  to  Stephenson,  and 
never  afterward  made  any  attempt  to  recover  his  claim  on  this  side 
of  the  river. 

At  the  close  of  1887,  there  were  about  fifteen  or  sixteen  houses 
in  the  town,  six  new  ones  having  been  built  during  the  year, 
and  the  town  numbered  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  inhabitants 
The  Autumn  of  this  vear  was  delightful.  The  Summer  was  not 
hot  nor  oppressive.  It  gently  merged  into  Autumn,  and  Winter 
came  in,  and  continued  mild  all  the  season.  I  was  in  camp  prose- 
cuting the  public  surveys  upon  the  Waubsepinecon  river  from 
the  17th  of  October  until  the  first  of  April,  with  no  other  shelter 
for  myself  and  men,  than  a  canvas  tent,  and  was  detained  from 
work  but  three  days  during  the  whole  time,  on  account  of  storms 
or  cold  weather.  The  snow  fell  that  Winter  to  the  depth  of  three 
or  foar  inches  only.    The  Mississippi  river  closed  on  the  ^*^^h  of 
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February.  Oa  the  first  day  of  April,  1833,  Iho  first  boat  of  th* 
•eason  passed  down,  the  river  having  baoB  open  but  a  few  day*. 
The  Spring  was  mild  and  beantifiil. 

The  immigiants  of  tbi>  year  were  but  few,  compared  with  after 
years.  Among  them,  were  Nathaniel  Squires,  John  Forrest,  Tim- 
othy and  Thomas  Dillon  ami  families,  itsv.  J.  A.  Palmoi-gucs, 
]lodolphusTienuet,JohnN'.  Micklut,  JohnX.  D.iiurrovrs,  Georg* 
Thome,  William  Eldridgc,  lloberl  Nuff,  Kranic  Porriii,  A.  F, 
liusscll,  Samuel  Rinirwalt,  Edward  Davis,  Sctb  F.  Whiting,  Ansel 
Briggs,  Tlios.  S.  and  David  lloge. 

But  liltle  produce  was  raised  this  year.  Meat  was  scarce  except 
irild  game.  All  seemed  happy  and  icetl  pleased  with  the  country. 
Wo  belonged  to  Wisconsin  Territory,  and  lived  under  the  laws  of 
Uicbigan.  Our  fimt  steps  toward  civilization  and  improvement 
had  been  taken.  The  bcanlit'ul  prairies,  in  virgin  loveliness,  out- 
side of  our  present  city  limits,  wore  untouched  by  the  rude  hand 
of  man.  All  the  loveliness  and  beauty  of  Edun,  could  scarcely 
■urpass  that  of  the  rolling  prairies  of  Seott  county  at  that  day. 
The  wild  flowers  were  far  more  numerous  and  variegated  ttian 
now,  richer  and  more  fragrant  in  their  wild  untroildeii  utate,  than 
■inco  reckless  man  has  trampled  uuJer  foot  the  floral  kingdom  Of 
our  once  lovely  pr.airics. 

Among  the  most  active  and  efficient  yoimg  men  of  this  day,  was 
Jonathan  W.  Parker,  son  of  our  ftllow-citiKcn  Jonath.an  Parker, 
lie  emigrated  in  the  Autumn  of  IS30,  from  Ln/.orn  comity.  Pa.,  a 
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the  Peace,  Jud^o  of  Probate,  and  was  the  second  Mayor  of  th» 
city  of  D:\venport.  lie  left  here  in  1844,  traveled  considerabb 
through  the  United  States,  changed  his  profession  for  that  of  med- 
icine, and  in  August,  1850,  was  located  in  Cincinnati,  Oluo,  whem 
he  died  of  choltra,  that  Autumn,  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Gatohel, 
much  lamented  for  his  many  social  and  moral  virtues, 
t^  There  are  nmny  incidents  which  transpired  among  the  settlers 
of  1837,  that  would  be  interesting  to  narrate.  The  financial 
troubles  of  the  east  were  keenly  felt  here.  There  was  no  money, 
no  credit,  nor  any  produce  to  bring  supplies  to  the  infant  colony. 
But  few  of  the  immigrants  brought  a  supply  ot  mqney,  and  tt> 
many  the  approaching  winter  looked  dark  and  lowering.  The  In- 
dians that  still  remained  here,  could  net  furnish  a  supply  of  wild 
game,  but  in  return  they  asked  for  Per-quash-i-con  (bread),  and 
Oo-cosh  (pork),  or  Piivne-ac  (potatoes.)  The  small  stocks  of  mer- 
chandise were  exhausted,  so  much  so,  that  the  first  steamboats  in 
tlie  hjjring  were  looked  for  with  great  rnxiety.  Like  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers  of  New  England,  looking  forth  from  the  "  rock  boun^ 
coast"  towards  the  land  of  their  nativity,  they  sighed  fov  the  "flesh 
pots",  and  remembered  the  **leek8  and  the  garlics,"  of  their  own 
native  land. 

Well  do  the  "Old  Settlers"  of  Iowa  remember  the  days  awl 
ycarF,  from  the  first  settlement  to  1840.  Those  were  days  of  sad- 
ness and  often  of  distress.  The  endearments  of  home  had  been 
broken  u:^  in  another  land,  and  all  that  was  dear  and  hallowed  on 
earth,  the  home  of  childhood  andUhe  scenes  of  youth  were  seven  d^ 
and  we  sat  down  bv  the  identic  waters  of  our  noble  river,  and  often 
"hung  our  harps  upon  the  willows."  But  the  bright  prospects  of 
tJie  futwe  led  us  on,  and  with  hope  as  our  sheet  anchor,  we  lived 
upon  the  fruits  of  our  labor,  almost  an  exiledrace,  for  many  year?- 
No  splendid  cottage  was  then  our  Lome.  The  rutJe  cabin  was 
our  shelter,  and  we  were  scarcely  protected  from  the  rains  of 
Summer  or  the  snows  of  Winter.  No  luxuries  crowned  our  boards 
but  we  rejoiced  in  that  Providence,  which  shaped  our  destinies^ 
and  led  us  to  the  shores  of  the  Mississippi.  We  loved  the  land  of 
our  adoption.  We  loved  her  soil,  her  climate  and  her  majestic 
fiver,  upon  whose  banks  we  oCten  strayed  and  mingled  our  tear* 
with  one  another.  The  Pioneers  of  Scott  county,  came  as  thir 
vanguard  ot  that  great  army  that  has  since  flooded  our  land. 
They  canve  to  build  for  themselves  and  posterity  a  glorious  des* 
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tiny,  amtd  the  wUdN  of  Iowa.  They  broaght  no  sword,  of  batUe* 
axe,  but  the  ploaghshare  and  praoing -hook  were  their  only  weap. 
one.  They  had  no  history  to  point  them  the  way,  no  kind  friend 
to  bid  them  welcome  to  these  ahoree.  The  legends  of  the  Indian 
ooold  only  tell  them  of  the  beaaty  of  the  land  they  came  to  pos- 
sess, and  instead  of  the  smiles  of  welcome,  they  received  only  tb« 
frowns  of  the  savage. 

The  Sprirg  of  16fi8,  found  the  infant  settlement  laboring  under 
many  dtsconrsgements.  The  existing  topic,  the  all-absorbing 
connty-ecat  question,  had  helped  to  wear  away  tbc  Winter.  Im- 
migration.began  to  set  in  for  the  West,  and  the  drooping  spirits 
of  the  inhabitants  revived.  Buildings  began  to  Increase,  a  church 
or  two  were  organized,  a  school  opened,  and  tilings  began  to  wear 
a  brighter  aspect  as  the  genial  rays  of  the  son  began  to  warm  veg- 
etation into  life.  In  Febmary,  the  first  Territorial^  Legislature 
which  held  its  session  at  Burlington,  passed  an  act  organising 
Scott  onnnty,  and  fixing  the  boundaries  thereof.  The  memorable 
19lh  of  Eebniary  was  the  day  set  for  the  election  for  the  county 
scat.  An  act  also  was  passed  authorizing  the  election  of  a  Board 
of  County  Commissioners,  to  be  held  at  various  places  in  ths 
county,  on  the  third  Monday  of  February.  This  Board  of  Cora- 
misfii'onei's  were  to  do  all  the  business  of  the  county,  as  Judge  ol 
Probate,  and  take  care  of  all  suits  at  law,  &e.  Maj.  Frazer  Wil- 
son, now  of  Rock  Island,  had  received  the  first  appointment  of 
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-net  incorporating  the  town  of  Havenporti  anA  at  \1ie  April  elee- 
Xion  Rodolphus  Bennetl,  now  of  Princeton,  in  this  county,  wan 
elected  Mayor,  and  "Fraaer  Wilson,  Recorder.  Dr.  A.  G.  Donald** 
son,  D.  C.  Eldridge,  Johti  Forest,  Tlromas  Dillon  and  Capt  John 
liitch,  were  elected  Trustees.  These  were  the  first  officers  of  this 
Township.  The  meeting  of  the  first  Town  Council  soon  lollftwed, 
and  James  M.  Bowling  was  appointed  Treasurer,  William  Niclb- 
ols.  Street  Commissioner,  and  William  H.  Patton,  Marshal.  The 
first  seal  used  by  the  City  Council,  was  by  a  vote,  an  Ammcam 
twenty-five  cent  piece. 

During  the  Summer,  the  first  brick  house  was  erected,  by  D.  C. 
Eldridge,  and  is  still  standing  on  the  N.  E.  corner  of  Third  and 
Main  streets.  The  (AA  part  of  the  Catholic  church  was  also  built 
this  Summer,  the  brick  work  by  Mr.  Noel,  and  the  carpenter  work 
by  Nathaniel  Squire.^.  It  was  afterwards  enlarged,  and  in  now 
used  for  a  school-honsc.  The  Rev.  J.  M.  F^alamorgnes  was  placed 
in  charge  at  its  organization,  and  is  siS?  a  faithful  watchman  over 
the  congregation.  Religious  services  were  held  at  various  places 
in  the  town,  as  opportunity  presented.  The  first  regular  preaching 
was  a  sermon  by  Rev.  Mr.  Gavit,  of  Ohio,  at  the  hrouse  of  D.  C% 
Eldridge. 

On  tlie  4th  of  July  of  this  year,  we  were  separated  by  act  <f 
Congress  from  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  organized  into  a 
tteparate  Territory.  Robert  Lucas,  of  Ohio,  was  the  first  Gover- 
nor, who  made  the  foUowinir  appoititments  for  Scott  county  ; — 
Willard  Barrows,  Notary  Public  ;  E^>enezcr  Cook,  Judge  of  Pro- 
l>ate  ;  Adrian  II.  Davenport,  Sherifi*;  Isaac  A.  Hedges  and  John 
Porter,  Justices  of  the  Peace.  D.  C.  Eldiidge  received  the  ap- 
jwintment  of  P»»8tnia8ter, 

At  the  first  election  under  Ihe  new  Territorial  iaw,  in  September, 

W.  W.  Chapman  was  elected  Delegate  to  Congress,  Jonathan  W. 

Parker,  member  of  Coiincil ;  J.  A.  Birchard  and  Laurel  Summers, 

Representatives.    Clinton  county  was  then  attached  to  Scott  f  r 

Judicial  purposes. 

On  the  7th  of  July,  1638,  Andrew  Logan,  from  Pennsylvanir, 
Tirrived  with  a  printing  press,  and  on  the  17th  of  September  fol- 
lowing, issued  the  first  number  of  the  "Davenport  Iowa  Sun,"  a 
4iewspaper  which  at  that  day  was  put  forth  under  many  discour- 
agements. Those  oJy,  who  have  themselves  been  p\oivccY%  \^ 
«uch  an  enterprise  caa  realize  ihe  difficuUita  aUend\Y\g  \V.    V-^ 
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the  two  6rst  years,  Mr.  Logan  hod  no  assiatanco  bat  bis  two  littls 
ifons,  the  eldest  of  which  was  but  twelve  yeara  old.  Tlie  motto 
ol'htsijaper  was 

"And  man  vent  ToTlh  to  lit)  the  ground." 

Ills  prc!>9  was  of  tlic  more  anliqiLited  kind,  and.  hi's  typo  had 
dona  good  scuvicc  at  other  jilacca.  Yet  it  was  hailed'  as  a  gveat 
asquidtion  to.  the  embryo  towns  of  Davenport  and  Itockiugliain, 
for  it  was  presented  as  a  candidate  for  eithur  jilace.  TI>o  county 
seat  question  was  thou  at  its  highest  escitemciit,  and  big  otfeni 
were  made  by  bi>th  parties  for  its  location.  Davenport  was  the 
successful  winner  of  blie  prize.  Tlie  machine  woikod  ofl'  tlie 
Weekly  Sun,  and  foiiglit  with  great  energy  Uio  hattles  of  the 
county  seat  q'les'riou  ;  the  printipal  writers,, asidefroui  its  editors, 
were  Jolm  II.  Thorigton,  the  tjillier  of  the  Hon.  Jaracs  Thoring- 
lon,  on  tlie  Davenport  side,  aiid  John  II.  Sullivan,  for  Uoeking- 
liam.  For  a  lline,  it  seoined  to  tlonrish  amid  all  its  diflicuities, 
!ind  ofiou  would  its  r.xy.s  bri-ak  foi-tli  from  tlie  clouds  that  seemed 
i^>  obscure  it,  and  shine  wiUi-muoh  hj-igliUicss.  But  after  lli« 
i-ounly  seat  question  hccame  Kettled,  and  a  more  miidcrn  jn-esa 
was  introduced,  the  "  Sun  of  I>;ivenport"'  was  allowed  lo  eelj  real- 
i/in;r  in  the  fullest  extent,  that  "  jinimaws  to  printers  are  made  to 
lie  hi:olien."  It  was  tlien  that  Mr,  Logan  put  in  )>ractice  bis 
ijiott(>,  tor  "he  went  forth  to  till  the  grouml,"'  About  six  niilcH 
I'loni  tl.e  liittii,  ..II  the  lowii  CMy  fond,  Ik-  ioo'a  u).  Vw  cliiiiii.  nn.l 
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Money  was  a  little  more  plenty  than  the  year  before,  owing  to  the 
immigration,  but  there  was  no  demand  for  prodaoe,  and  no  buy- 
ers for  shipment  Potatoes  were  scarce  this  year,  and  worth  one 
dollar  a  bashel.  A  saw  mill  was  in  o|>eration  at  the  mouth  of 
Duck  Creek,  Capt  Clark's,  making  only  hard  Inmber,  which  sold 
atthirty-five  dollars  a  thousand  feet  All  pine  lumber  was  brought 
from  Cincinnati,  and  worth  fifty  dollars  a  thousand. 

The  "  Davenport  Hotel"  this  year  passed  into  the  hands  of 
Samuel  Barkley,  from  Penn.  A  Millinery  shop  was  opened  by 
Miss  M.  C.  Cooper,  from  Baltimojc.  D.  C.  Eldridge  opened  a 
carriage  and  blacksmith  shop,  and  R.  H.  Kinney  a  watcli  and 
jewelry  store.  Messrs.  Le  Claire  and  Darenport  opened  a  largie 
store,  as  Forwarding  and  Commission  Merchants.  The  first  land 
sales  of  the  Territory  were  advertised  to  come  off  at  Burlington 
on  the  19th  of  November,  but  were  postponed.  The  village  con- 
tained at  the  close  of  the  year  about  forty  houses,  and  a  popula- 
tion of  near  one  hundred.  The  Treasury  of  the  county  bad  re- 
ceived for  taxes  this  year,  licenses  and  fines  less  than  $500,  and 
expended  nearly  $800.  Tlic  assessment  on  propeHy  was  pufficient 
to  have  balanced  expenditures,  but  there  was  but  about  $250  ever 
collected. 

The  river  closed  the  17th  of  December.  The  Winter  was  mild" 
and  pleasant,  but  very  little  snow,  and  passed  much  pleasanter 
than  the  previous  one.  There  M-as  a  large  circle  of  young  people, 
and  a  cordial  good  feeling  existed  among  them.  Parties  and  balls 
were  numeron'^.  Sleigh  riding  npon  the  ice  was  a  great  recrea- 
tion. Wolf  hunts,  and  the  chase  for  deer  and  turkey  helped  t^ 
fill  up  the  dreary  days  of  Winter.  Spring  opened  early,  the  riyer 
breakinsj  up  on  the  last  dav  of  Februarv.  Rafts  of  lumber  be^an 
to  nia've  their  appearance,  this  year,  from  the  pineries  of  Wincon- 
sin,  and  sold  at  thirlv  five  dollars  a  tliousand  feet. 

The  local  difiiculiics  in  regard  to  the  county  seat  question  still 
existed,  and  the  spring  of  1839  opened  with  the  prospect  of 
another  warm  contest  for  the  soat  of  justice.  The  second  session 
of  the  District  Court  was  held  in  May,  but  there  was  no  business 
before  it  of  consequence,  not  a  single  bill  of  indictment  being  found 
by  the  Grand  Jury  against  any  individual  in  Scott  county.  Ko 
p  )ritical  party  lines  were  yet  drawn.  At  the  August  election,  the 
^pieslion  was  ".Davenport  or  Ikockingham."  The  latter  elected 
k.r  Itepresfutativcs,  L^nrr/ S 'mmers  and  Jo'cpb.^^lJLQiVj^tX&oxk^ 
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■grinst  Oie  DtrenpoTt  oandidates,  Q.  C.  R.  Mitofaell  and  Abner 
Beftrd.  The  two  old  Comnusaioners  were  elected,  A.  W.  Camp- 
bell and  Alfred  Carter,  while  the  Davenport  factions  elected  the 
other  one,  John  Work,  and  A.  F.  Rnuell  as  County  Snrveyor. 
Ira  Cook,  Senior,  waa  elected  Treasurer  by  the  Rockingham 
party,  with  the  Asaessor  and  all  minor  officers. 

The  first  Fire  Department  of  Davenport  was  organized  the  2f  th 
of  July,  by  reqairing  every  man  who  occnptsd  a  honee  to  keep 
two  fire  buokets  always  in  readiness,  and  to  nse  them  in  case  of 
fire. 

The  Rev.  Asa  Tamer,  now  of  Denmark,  in  this  State,  in  travel- 
Vag  through  this  county,  preached  and  lectured  on  Temperance. 
Through  his  exertions,  a  Temperance  Socieiy  was  formed,  the  6th 
of  August,  on  the  total  abstinence  principle,  receiving  at  iw  first 
organization  fifty-six  signatures,  Rodolphus  Bennett,  Mayor  of 
the  city,  being  its  first  President.  The  Society  commenced  with 
about  eighty  members. 

Three  other  churches  were  org.anized  this  Summer,  and  a  Female 
Seminary  started  by  the  Miases  O'Harra.  A  ('Ommoti  School 
was  also  opened  by  a  Mr.  Blood.  Capt,  Wilson  also  commenced 
rnnning  his  steam  ferry  boat  this  fall.  The  first  paint  sbop,  by 
Riddle  i  Morton  ;  the  first  wagon  shop,  by  Seth  F.  Whiting ;  and 
the  first  drug  store  by  Charles  Lesslie,  were  opened  thin  year. 

But  the  greatest  acquisition  to  the  town  this  year,  the  crown- 
point,  and  tlie  womler  of  tin* 
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The  clealh  of  Win.  B.  Conway,  Eaq^  Seoretary  of  tho  Tbrrilorf^ 
ooentrrd  on  the  Mi  of  November  of  this  year.  He  was  a  resident 
of  Davenport,  bat  died  at  Borlington  while  att^iding  to  his  offi- 
cial dnties  at  the  sitting  of  the  Legislature.  His  body  was 
brought  here  for  interment.  A  pnblic  meeting  was  held  and  rese^ 
Intions  passed,  testifying  to  the  profound  regret  at  the  loss  of  so 
valuable  a  citizen  from  our  midst. 

In  the  fall  ef  this  year  some  difficulties  arose  upon  our  Southern 
borders  in  relation  to  the  boundary  line  between  Missouri  and  the 
Territory  of  Iowa,  which,  being  fanned!  into  a  flame,  created  quite 
a  sensation  along  the  counties  bordering  upon  the  Mississippi 
river.  A  notice  of  this  farce  might  not  be  deemed  here  out  of 
place,  as  showing  how  trivial  a  circumstance  is  required  upon  the 
firontier  at  an  early  day,  to  create  an  alarm,  and  arouse  the  listless 
energies  of  a  naturally  lazy  people,  who  for  the  want  of  a  more 
active  and  useful  life,  are  ever  ready  to  enlist  in  any  enterprise 
that  may  be  set  on  foot.  The  same  scenes  occur  every  year  upon 
our  Western  border.  The  cry  of  **  Indians^*  is  all  sufficient  to 
rally  the  little  pioneer  settlement,  and  from  the  smallest  circunv^ 
stance,  enormous  depredations  and  savage  hostility  are  charged! 
upon  a  few  suffering  Indians  who  may  be  lurking  upon  the  out^ 
posts  of  civilization,  with  no  other  design  than  to  procure  food  and 
shelter  from  those  who  have  driven  the  game  beyond  their  reach. 

I  can  no  better  portray  the  scenes  and  events  of  this  **  Missouri 
war''  as  it  was  called,  than  by  quoting  from  the  graphic  pen  of  the 
Hon.  John  P.  Cook,  in  his  annual  address  at  the  first  festival  of  the 
Pioneer  Settlers'  Association,  delivered  «he  22d  of  February,  1858. 
In  speaking  of  the  '*  times  that  tried  men's  souls,"  Mr.  Cook 
says: 

^During  the  time  of  the  contest  for  the  county  seat,  an  event 
transpired  which  must  not  be  omitted  in  speaking  of  the  history 
ef  our  settleinent.  A  dispute  arose  between  the  State  of  Missouri^ 
and  the  then  Territory  of  Iowa  as  to  the  boundary  line  between 
them,  and  so  determined  were  the  authorities  on  both  sides  to 
exercise  jurisdiction  over  the  disputed  territory,  that  it  resulted  in 
what  is  known  to  the  Old  Settlers  as  the  "Missouri  War." 

There  were  warriors  in  those  days ;  and  I  should  do  injustice 
to  the  patriotism  of  that  period,  if  I  neglected  to  notice  the  mili- 
tary darings  of  the  volunteers  who  rushed  to  the  standtixd.  ^vcA 
rations)  of  the  commBader-in-obiet^  in  obe^enoe  V>  \i\a  qs3X*   ^TVi^ 
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Sheriff  of  a  border  oonnty  in  Iowa  ondertook  to  enforce  the  ool- 
leotion  of  taxes  io  the  disputed  territory.  He  was  arrested  bf  the 
-anth^rities  of  MiesoarL  The  exeontive  of  Iowa  demanded  his 
release.  It  was  refused;  and  to  rescue  the  Sheriff,  Governor 
Lucas  ordered  out  the  militia  and  called  for  volunteers.  "  My 
voice  is  now  for  war" — was  the  patriotic  response  of  every  true 
"  Hawkeye."  The  county  seat  question  was  forgotten  in  themoro 
important  duty  of  driving  the  invaders  from  our  soil.  Davenport 
and  Rockingham  men  met,  embraced,  buckled  on  their  armor,  and 
sido  by  side  shouted  their  war  cry — "  Death  to  the  invading 
Pukes  1"  The  officers  in  command  held  a  council  of  war,  and  it 
was  decided  that  Davenport  should  be  the  head  quarters  of  the 
Scott  county  array,  in  order  that  the  troops  might  be  inspired  by 
the  sight  of  old  Fort  Armstong,  and  at  the  same  tirao  occupy  a 
position  60  near  the  Fort,  that  a  safe  retreat  would  be  at  hand,  in 
case  of  an  attack  from  the  enemy. 

On  the  day  appointed  for  the  first  drill,  the  whole  country 
marched  to  the  standard  of  the  gallant  Colonel  in  command,  and 
Davenport  witnessed  one  of  the  most  spirited  military  reviews 
that  ever  took  place  within  her  limits.  The  line  was  formed  on 
the  banks  of  the  river,  fronting  towards  the  enemy's  country,  the 
right  wing  resting  against  a  cotton  wood  tree,  the  leA;  in  clom 
proximity  to  the  ferry  house.  There  they  stood,  veterans  of  iron 
nerve  and  dauntless  courage,  presenting  a  sight  that  would  have 
daunted  the  most  desperate  foe,  and  assuring  the  women  and  ciiil- 
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The  ranks  closed  up,  and  the  offending  soldiers  were  discharged 
with  a  reprimand. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  commanding  officer  was  jusN 
ified,  in  thus  summarily  discharging  so  many  men^  who  were  ready 
and  anxious  to  serve  their  country,  and  the  result  proved,  that 
tfie  amount  of  bravery  dismissed  was  equal  to  that  retained ;  lor 
no  sooner  were  the  discharged  soldiers  clear  of  the  line  of  the  reg- 
iment, than  they  formed  a  company  of  cavalry,  a  company  of  dra- 
goons, and  a  company  which  they  called  the  •*  Squad,"  and  then, 
under  the  superior  generalship  of  their  leader,  the  knight  of  the 
sLx  foot  sword,  they  made  a  bold  charge  upon  the  regulars,  brok(^ 
their  line,  drove  not  a  few  of  them  into  the  river,  some  into  and 
tome  around  the  Ferry  House,  some  into  the  grocery,  and  some 
out  of  town  ;  thus  defeating  and  dispersing  tlie  regular  army  with 
oat  the  loss  of  a  man  on  either  side. 

This  conflict  was  disastrous  in  its  results  to  the  regular  army, 
and  before  the  forces  could  again  be  collected,  peace  was  declaied 
and  the  army  disbanded. 

This  unlocked  for  cessation  of  hositilities  was  a  severe  blow  (<:► 
the  military  aspirations  of  the  "Hawkeyes,"  and  disappointed  the 
just  expectations  of  those  who  had  hoped  to  distiniruish  themselves 
in  the  defence  of  our  Territorial  rights.  The  disappointment  was 
not  felt  by  t"he  army  of  Scott  county  alone.  Numerous  companies 
had  been  formed  elsewhere,  and  had  started  for  the  seat  of  war, 
with  supplies  for  the  campaign. 

A  company  of  about  thirty  lefl  an  adjoining  county,  under  tlic 
leadership  of  a  chieftain,  who  often  used  to  say  that  he  could  "whip 
his  weight  in  wild  cats,"  and  who  has  since  represented  you  in 
the  National  Congress — has  been  upon  your  Supreme  Bench,  and 
has  also  been  Chief  Justice  of  California. 

He  started  out  with  thirty  men  and  six  baggage  wagons,  well 
loaded  with  supplies  for  his  army,  and,  being  determined  to  keep 
up  the  spirits  of  his  men,  ho  freighted  five  of  his  wagons  with 
whisky. 

The  question  of  boundary  was  subsequently  submitted  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  the  disputed  territory 
given  to  lowa.*^' 

The  financial  condition  of  the  county  at  the  close  of  this  year, 
•howsy  in  a  measure,  the  increase  and  progress  made  in  its  settle- 
ment   The  receipts  from  licenses,  ferries  and  fine^  Including  tax 
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list  vhioh  was  tl,410.93,  waa  a  revenue  of  $2,578.94,  while  tbe- 
wcpenditares  were  only  t4,S04.6S.  The  immigration  this  year  WOS' 
gmalL  With  ret'erence  to  the  moral  and  religious  aspect  of  things 
at  this  time,  bnt  little  can  be  said.  I  insert,  however,  a  paragraph 
from  "Wilkie's  Davenport  Past  and  Present,"  in  order  to  correct 
any  impression  that  might  prevail  with  reference  to  the  dissipation 
prevalent  at  that  day: 

"  Frequent  allusions  have  been  made,  thus  far,  to  the  many 
*gO0d  times''  had  by  the  old  settlers.  It  will  not  be  inferred  from 
it  that  they  were  dissipated  or  drunkards.  Far  from  it  Some  of 
the  brightest  lights  now  in  the  Church,  at  the  Bar,  and  in  private 
life,  are  those  very  men.  ITliey  but  oomplied  with  the  character 
of  the  times,  while  absent  from  social  reGnements,  and  theelogan- 
cies  of  older  towns;  almost  all  strangers  to  each  other,  and  orav- 
mg  for  that  excitemeat,  which  now  is  indulged  in  the  interconrse 
aC  hosts  of  friends,  snd  friendly  relations  of  long  standing,  they 
eonld  not  well  do  otherwise  than  they  did.  Mostly  men  from. 
largecities,they  wme  ennnied  by  the  comparative  quiet  of  a  frontier 
life,  and  to  vary  their  listless  lives,  resorted  to  stimulants,  or  what- 
ever else  would  afford  excitement." 

The  Winter  was  rather  more  severe  than  the  one  previous.  The 
river  olosed  at  the  head  of  the  rapids  in  December,  but  uot  until 
the  I4th  of  January  at  iiiis  place,  and  opened  the  first  day  of 
March. 

The  year  of  1639  closed  with  about  one  hundred  houses  in  the 
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Kttled^  and  the  land  bid  off  by  G.  C.  R  Mitchell,  br  eacb  dwn- 
ant. 

In  July,  the  Saprenub  Court  tried  the  writ  of  mandamas  granted 
to  the  Rockingham  party,  against  the  CommissioQers  of  Du  Buqno 
connty,  commanding  -and  requesting  them  to  make  an  entry  in 
their  books  to  the  effect  that  liockingham  was  the  county  seat. 
The  Court  decided  in  favor  of  claimants,  when  a  petition  to  the 
Legislature  was  gotten  up  by  the  Davenport  party,  of  over  three 
hundred  names,  praying  for  a  uew  election.  The  act  was  passed, 
and  the  fourth  Monday  of  August  fixed  as  the  day  for  holding  a 
new  election.  This  election  resulted  favorably  to  Davenport,  and 
Ihos  was  the  long  vexed  question  forever  put  to  rest ;  the  citizens 
ef  Davenport  building  the  Court-House  and  Jail,  free  of  expense 
to  the  connty,  as  per  contract  As  this  is  the  last  notice  of  this 
long  unsettled  question,  and  desirous  of  showing,  as  a  part  of  our 
tistory,.  who  at  this  early  day  came  forward  and  nobly  sustained) 
her  interests,  we  here  publish  a  list  of  the  donations  and  subscript 
liotis  to  the  public  buildings,  in  fall : 

**The  following  article  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  county 
Treasurer,  the  other  day,  as  a  donation  to  the  county,  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  erecting  the  public  buildings,  should  this  place^ 
be  selected  as  the  county  seat,  at  either  the  elec  tion  in  August  or 
September. 

A  donation  of  ninety  acres  of  land  is  offered  the  county,  at  the 
mouth  of  Duck  Creek,  provided  that  point  should  be  selected  at 
the  first  election.  Should  the  election  not  be  decided  on  the  first 
ballot,  no  donation  is  offered  either  by  Duck  Creek  or  Rockingham. 
In  addition  to  the  land  which  the  donatora  have  agreed  to  give, 
sell  and  convey  to  the  county,  they  alio  offer  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars,  mostly  materials.  The  people  have  both  pro- 
positions before  them,  and  they  will  be  enabled  to  decide  as  to 
the  amount  donated  for  each  point.  A  tax  of  six  or  eight  thous- 
and dollars  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  county,  would  be  oppressive 
in  our  present  infant  and  embarrassed  state,  and  it  is  hardly  sup- 
posed any  per&on  would  vote  for  such  a  tax,  when  they  have  the 
offer  of  a  donation  nearly  if  not  amply  sufficient  to  cover  all  ex* 
penses. 

Davznpobt,  August  3,  1840. 
Whereas,  the  question  of  the  location  of  the  county  seat  in  Scott 
eoim^  is  to  be  settied,  by  a  Tote  of  the  people  of  said  county,  the 
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points  to  be  voted  for  being  Davenport,  Ilockingbam  and  a  point 
in  Pleasant  Valley  near  the  mouth  of  Duck  Cree'k;  and  whereas, 
Rockingham  nnd  eaifi  point  in  Pleasant  Valley  near  the  month  of 
Duck  Creek  have  each  proposed  donations  to  the  county  to  erect- 
ing public  buildings  tharein,  to  be  paid  l>y  the  place  in  which 
llio  county  seat  should  bo  located  :  this  proposition,  the  subscri- 
bers believe  lo  have  been  made  with  a  view  of  influencing  tbo 
voters  of  said  county  to  vote  for  said  points  instead  of  Davenpor^ 
and  believing  Davenport  is  the  most  suitable  place,  and  wishing 
to  counteract  said  undue  influence,  for  the  purpose  of  making  np 
a  sum  equal  or  greater  than  that  oftored  by  either  of  those  points, 
we,  the  subscribers,  agree,  and  hereby  bind  ourselves  to  give  and 
■flonvey  in  fee  sinip'e  to  the  County  Commissioners  of  IJcott  county 
the  property  described  by  each  of  us,  to  be  disposed  of  in  raising 
a  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  county,  to  bo  applied  exclusively  to 
the  erection  of  a  court-house  and  juil,  on  condition  that  the  town 
of  Davenport  shall  bo  the  point  selected  as  county  seat  of  Scott 
oounty,  and  wo  who  do  not  give  lots  or  land,  bind  ourseves  to  pay 
in  cash  or  the  manner  stipulated,  the  sums  atSxed  opposite  our 
respective  names,  on  the  terms  therein  stated,  in  witness  whereof 
wo  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals. 

By  virtue  of  a  resolution  this  day  passed  bythe  Mayor,  Recorder 
and  Trustees  of  the  town  of  Davenport,  authorizing  the  Mayor, 
on  behalf  of  the  corporation,  to  subscribe  the  sum  of  live  hundred 
doUiirp,  to  aiil  in  defriiving  iIk-  evpense  of  creeling  a  Court-House 
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Oat  lots  No6.  5y  10, 19,  22,  24,  containing  four  acres  each. 

Antoinb  Le  Claibb. 

I,  Antoine  Le  Claire,  Attorney  for  P.  G.  Harabough,  promise 
to  convey  on  tht  condition  before  stipulated,  the  following  describ- 
ed lots :   5  and  6,  block  14;  5  and  6,  block  25;  I  and  2,  block  37. 

P.  G.  IIambougii, 

By  Antoine  Le  Claire. 

I,  Groofge  Davenport,  promise  to  convey  on  the  conditions  abovo 
stipulated,  the  following  described  lots,  to  wit :  West  half  of  block 
23 ;  lots  4,  5  and  6,  block  11;  1,  2,  7  and  8,  block  85  ;  5,  block  3. 

Geo.  Davenport. 

I,  John  !Macklot,  promise   to  convey   ou  the  conditions  above 
stipulated,  the  following   described  lots,  to  wit:  Lots  1,  2,  7  and  8 
block  36,  if  the  Court  House  will  be  placed  on  Bolivar  Square. 

John  Macklot. 

Antoine  Le  Claire,  Agent  for  James  May,  promise  to  convey  on 
the  conditions  before  stipulated,  the  following  described  lots,  to 
wit:  Lots  No.  1  and  2  block  i3 ;  1  block  39 ;  7  and  8  block  37  ;  3 
Hock  13.  Antoine  Le  Claire, 

Agent  for  James  May. 

We,  James  and  Robert  M'Intosh,  promise  to  convey  on  the 
conditions  before  stipulated,  the  following  described  lots :  7  and  8 
block  12  ;  3  and  4  in  block  14  ;  7  and  8  in  block  J56 ;  5  in  block 
39  ;  2  in  block  35.  J.  &  R.  M'Intosh. 

INDIVIDUAL   SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


James  Hall,   $150,00 

N.  Squires,  carpenter  work,  . .  300,00 

H.  Leonard,  in  brick 300,00 

E.  Holse, 200,00 

A.  Lo};in, 50,00 

S.B.Steele, 10,00 

Thomas  Foster, 40,00 

A.  Green,  by  R.  Bennett, 25,00 

PbinipGody, 20,00 

Eldridge  and  H'Cord, 50,00 


E.  V.  Kerr  and  G.  Tait,    10.00 

W.  W.  Dodge, 25,00 

W.  B.  Watts, 25,00 

Alfred  Carter, 1 00,00 

Geo.  L.  Da /en  port, 50,00 

Seth  P.  Whiting, 25,00 

Jas.  0.  Kelly, 10,00 

W.  MTammon, 80,00 

W.  W.  Whitf emore, 25,00 

Thomas  Dillon, 50,00 


I,  John  Litch,  agree  to  givo  one  good,  handsome  lot  in  the 
lower  part  of  Davenport,  (in  Powers*  addition,)  as  soon  as  Daven- 
port shall  be  made  tfce  county  sett  3 .  liiica. 
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John  Owens, 8t> 

Jftmes  Rumbold, 60 

Chnrbs  Lcijjtlie 25 

A.  L.  4.1.  Beattir, 10 

Henry  Wright, 15 

R.S.Cr»ia 10 

John  \V.  King, 10 

Jarnea  M.  Bovrling, 30 

Jshn  Etuhh,   10 

Jrthn  Wilson, .100 

Wrn.  Nichols 60 

Lewis  Bbart, ." 10 

J.  W.Pnrker 100 

A.  W.  Perry 2fr 

Pcler  Parler,  by  A.  Perry 35 

Oeoi^  FrancTB, 13 

L.  J.  Center,  for  J.  Remer, 26 

L.  J.  Center, 10 

James  Miller, 5 

Ijnac  Squires, 20 

Wrn.  Lovell 10 

John  H.Thorington, 25 

Alex.  W.  M'ftreBor M 

Walter  B.  Warren, 10 

Geo,  W,  Warren, SO 

I,  George  Davenport,  berebjr  prcmiae  to  pay  to  the  ooimty 
commissioners  ot  Scott  county,  in  lieu  of  the  lots  offered  above,  to 
aid  in  erecting  the  public  buildings,  the  sum  of  Twelve  Hundred 
Dollars  (1,200),  should  the  Commissioners  prefer,  tlie  same  to  be 
paid  in  ingtalmcnts,  as  may  be  required  in  the  progress  of  the 
buildings,  provided  the  same  shall  be  erected  on  Bolivar  Square. 


0«rgeBower«, 

J20 

10 

O.C.  AItot<I 

10 

Wm.  M.  Moran, 

0 

W.G.  Ruby 

10 

John  P.  Boynton 

10 

Wm.  S.  Collins, 

Strong  Barncll, 

15 

20 

Samuel   Arrailage 

Irankljn  Culrcr, 

Wm.M'Dade 

5 

6 

R 

John  D.  Evans, 

Riddle  i:  Morton 

30 

J.  H.  D.  Barrows, 

60 

188t»]  ooonr  or  flooir.  7T 


ijority  of  only  four  votes ;  L.  Sammers  and  J.  M.  Robert- 
son*, Representatives ;  John  D.  Evans,  Recorder ;  A.  H.  Daven- 
port, Sheriff;  Ira  Cook,  Sr.,  Treasurer,  and  E.  Cook,  Judge  of 
Probate. 

Tho  leceipts  into  the  Treasury  this  year  were  insufficient  to 
meet  the  expenditures,  the  amount  being  only  one  thousand,  six 
himdred  and  thirty  five  dollars,  while  the  expenditures  were  two 
thousand,  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars,  and  thirty-seven 
cents. 

Business  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  increasing.  There  were 
oi'^ht  mercantile  establishments,  four  groceries,  two  hotels,  a 
brewery  nearly  ready  for  operation,  a  large  pork  house,  with  cash 
and  goods  offered  for  pork.  Times  began  to  brighten  ;  a  market 
had  been  established  at  home  for  the  produce  raised  by  the  farmer 
buildings  had  increased,  and  the  population  amounted  to  about 
8ix  hundred.  The  times  had  been  severe  on  the  newlv  settled 
eobny.  Money  was  scarce;  the  land  had  been  brought  into  mar- 
ket, and  those  holding  lands  subject  to  pre-emption  h  id  to  borrow 
money  at  fifty  per  cent.,  to  save  their  homes.  The  prices  cuiTcnt 
in  December  were  : 


Flour  ^  biirrel $5  00  to  5  50 

Wheat  ^  bushel, 50 

Corn         **  n7to50 

Oat»,         "  25  to  31 

Potatoes,  *•         18  to  25 

Onioim,     •*         ...    25  to  ;i7 

Heef,  from  wagon,  \?  ti> 2  to  4 

Pork,         "  **     Oto4 


Butter,  fresh, 25 

Tallow, 13^ 

Su^ar  from  stores 12| 

Coffee, So 

Ten, 1  0(» 

Molasses,  %^  gallon, 75 

Honey,  good  strained,  ff  gallon,.  .75 
Nails,  cut,  all  sisMis,  ^  tb  . .  10  to  12| 


There  were  three  frosts  only,  up  to  the  14th  of  November.  The- 
river  remained  in  jjood  boating  order  and  steamboats  ran  till  near 
t!ie  close  of  tlie  year,  the  weather  beincj  mild  and  beautiful.     River 

♦Joseph  M.  Robebtson  emigrated  to  the  Territory  of  Iowa  in  1836,  and 
settled  at  Rockingham.  He  had  made  his  first  location  in  the  West  at  New 
Boston,  Mercer  county.  Til.,  where  he  remained  but  a  short  time.  Ho  was  a 
good,  sound,  practical  man  in  all  things.  His  political  views  were  purely 
Whig.  A  farmer  and  merchant,  he  was  accommodating  and  possessed  a 
benevolent  heart,  ever  ready  to  do  a  kindly  act ;  and  for  moral  and  Christian 
worth,  he  had  no  superior.  His  sterling  integrety  in  all  things,  both  private 
and  public,  ever  drew  around  him  a  host  of  fritnds,  and  he  was  deservedly 
popular  among  his  fellow-citizens.  He  served  many  sessions  in  the  Territo- 
rial Legislature,  and  died  at  Iowa  City,  while  a  iDembcr  of  Ib^l  body /\cv\^bV\- 
aged  Xhirtf -eight  fCMTS, 
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cloKod  January  Sd,  There  vas  good  sleigbiog  thU  viater  fron 
Su  Louis  to  the  Lower  Rapida,  and  thronghont  the  entire  State  of 
Illinois,  a  part  of  Micbign,a  and  Indiana ;  but  here  there  were  not 
to  cxdeed  two  inches  of  *now  during  the  whole  winter,  nor  waa 
there  any  rain  after  the  first  of  November.  The  rircr  opened  thii 
year,  the  14th  of  Marcli,  andthost«amor"Otter"  came  up  the  same 
day.  On  the  15th  tlio  steamer  "Agnes"  arrived  from  St.  Loniv 
and  the  next  day  hoth  boats  left  for  Gakna  and  Dn  Buque,  navi, 
gatiou  buing  fairly  opened  but  the  water  Tery  low. 

On  the  2l3t  of  April,  1811,  tho  Mayor,  Rucordar  and  Trustees 
of  the  town  of  Davenport  passed  an  Ordinaaee  to  raise  the  liccns* 
for  retailing  liquors,  from  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  dollars.  J, 
W.  I'arker  being  M:iyor. 

On  the^th  of  May,  the  s.'jle  of  town  lots  for  the  erection  of  the 
public  buildings  took  place. 

On  the  8th  of  May  the  fffst  Territorial  Whig^  Convention  W8» 
held  in  Davenport.  l>«U'gatcs  were  present  from  nil  ilic  settled 
counties  in  the  State,  exeept  Du  Bnque  and  Clayton.  They  met 
at  the  Lo  Chiire  House,  formed  a  processiim  and  marched  with  a 
band  of  music,  consistinfi  of  one  bug'e  and  a  cl.arinct,  to  the  "liar, 
rlson  Log  Cabin,"  then  .just  erected  on  tho  corner  of  Third  and 
Main  strcet-i.  Several  speeches  were  made,  when  Alfred  Rich, 
Esq.,  reeaived  tho  nomination,  on  the  fourth  ballot,  i\.r  Delegate 
to  Coiif^'ress.  The  Di-mocralic  Convention  met  at  Porkhurrt,  (Li- 
V\Mn:)   <.u   rliu   I  Dill   ul'   ,Umi.;  :vnil   ri'-i-iiaati'.!  A.  V.  Do.l---.  who 
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•iooe  enlarged.    Floar,  tbifl  year,  was  sold  at  fiVe  dollars^a  barrd 
siod  wheat  fifty  cents  a  bashcL    I^rk  was  worth  but  one  and« 
half  to  twx>  cents  a  pound. 

James  Grant  and  J.  M.  Robertson  were  elected  Representatively 
and  J.  W.  Parker  tathe  Council..  Parker  was  President  of  thi 
Council,  that  session  of  the  Legislature;  The*  financial  condition 
of  the  county,  at  tht-  close  of  1841,  was  a  revenue  received  of 
$7,019.93  ;  and  expenditures  to  tlie  amount  of  $0,689.99  ;  A.  W. 
Campbell,  J.  C.  Quinn  and  Jolin  Work,  Comniisioners.  A  new 
charter  to  the  town  of  Davenport  was  obtained  this  year  from  thu 
Leofislature.  The  Court  House  and  Jail  were  finished  and  pre- 
sented to  the  county  free  of  cost  as  provided  for  in  the  bond  given 
for  til  at  purpose. 

In  November  of  this  year,  our  little  rillas^e  was  visited  by  a  dis- 
tinguished personage  of  torcign  birth,  in  the  person  of  the  Prinot 

de  Joinville.     He  and   his   suite  took  rooms   at  the   Le   Claire 
House. 

In  August  of  this    year,   the   "  Davcn]>ort   Weekly   Gazette^ 

issued  its  first  number.     Alfred  Sanders,  Esq.,  the  senior   editor, 

was  from  Cincinnati,  Ohio.     He  had  visited  the  upper  Mississippi 

the  year  b^^fore  in  search   of  a  location  for  litJe,  and  most  wisely 

selected  Davenport,  then  but  a  small  village,  as  his  home.     None 

liut  those   who   have   tried  the  experiment  tan  realize  the  trials, 

hardships    and    discouragements   incident   to  opening  a  printing 

establishment  in  a   little  frontier   town,  f»way  from  all  resources 

both  financial  and  mechanical.     To  enter  upon  such  an  enterprise, 

at*  such  a  ti*ne  in  the  financial  world  as  was  presented   in    1841, 

required  no  little  energy,  ambitioi»  and  persevcrence.     Such  did 

Alfred  San<lers  possess,  when  on  Uie  llth  day  of  Angusthe  landed 

from  one  of  the  smallest  steamers  that  ever  pushed  u^)  our  river ; 

the  Matter  being  so  low  upon  the  r:q>ids  bcU)\v,  and  the  engine  that 

jropelleil  the  little  craft  so  weak  tliat  they  had  to  j)ole  over  in  rea[ 

Ma^'kinaw  stvle.     This  arrival  was  nnnouuced  juid  soon  tlie  land- 

ing  was  thronged  with  aixious  spectators  to  behuld  the  new  prtsf^ 

and  its   editor.     JSIoved  by  a  s[)irit  of  grateful  acknowlodgmenty 

and  a  cordial  welcome  to  this  now  arrival,  all  hands  wereengerto 

assist  in  landing  the  jiress.     There  being  no  wharf  then  bnilt,  and' 

ihe  water  very  low,  along  plank  walk  *'as  laid  to  the  boat  on  which 

in  attempting  to  carry  the  ])ress  it  was  j>reei|>itate<l  into  the  Mis- 

HS>i,>pi  river,  as  if  to  purofc  h  of  any  of  its  old  sins,  t».i\i  VAY^V\.^vl  \X. 

zncH',  before  enterirg  upon  the  virgin  suW  ot  lowa^ 
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The  first  niiniVer  vm  issned  on  the  Sfltli  of  Angnst,  and  from 
that  48/  to  thii,  more  than  (rtgbteen  years,  not  &  single  nomber 
has  been  missed  in  its  regular  publication.  When  we  take  into 
oonsideration  that  not  only  the  first  ont-St,  bat  the  constant  supply 
of  paper,  ink  and  other  material  had  to  be  purchased  in  the  East, 
■nd  sabject  to  all  the  delays  and  dangers  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi rivers,  and  when  we  remember  that  Mr.  8.  suffered  loss  and 
disappointment  by  having  his  paper  sunk  and  bnmed  amid  the 
disasters  of  the  steamboat  navigation  of  that  day,  all  his  assistants 
being  sick  at  one  time,  and  he  nlone  having  to  liil  every  depart- 
ment of  the  paper,  from  writing  its  editorials  and  setting  type, 
down  to  working  at  the  press  and  rolling  for  papers — I  say,  when 
wo  consider  these  disconragemcntB,  we  must  wonder  and  admirs 
that  energy  and  pereeverenco  which  for  twenty  years,  never 
allowed  his  subscribers  to  go  wilhout  their  weekly  news.  Wo 
believe  that  no  portion  of  the  great  West  can  record  a  similar 
instance  of  deep  devotion  to  thc-ir  calling,  amid  sucii  privations 
and  hardships  as  that  of  Mr,  Sanders  to  found  a  standard  newspa- 
per in  Scott  county.  When  1  remember  his  increa!>iiig  litbor  for 
many  years,  without  the  prospects  of  even  a  livehhood,  and  no 
bright  future  before  him,  I  feel  happy  in  the  privilege  here  pre- 
Dented  of  adding  my  testimony  to  his  faithful  services,  and  wishing 
him  all  the  enjoyment  he  may  now  possess  from  the  fruits  of  hi* 
early  struggles, 

And  no  less  deserving  is  he,  who  amid  all   these   discourage- 
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1851,  neariy  tea  years  after  its  commenoement,  its  proprietors  felt 
justified  in  enlarging  it  to  a  seven  column  paper.  Two  years 
after,  on  the  dd  of  September,  1853,  they  converted  it  into  a  tri. 
weekly,  and  the  following  year,  on  the  16th  of  October,  1854, 
they  began  to  issue  the  first  daily  paper  ever  published  in  this  por- 
tion of  the  State.  As  a  daily,  it  started  out  under  the  most  favor, 
able  auspices,  and  has  continued  to  increase  in  circulation  ever 
since,  notwithstanding  the  financial  depression  of  1857,  and  the 
unnsual  amount  of  opposition  it  has  experienced  in  having  three 
other  daily  papers  to  contend  with. 

In  1855,  they  introduced  the  first  steam  press  ever  put  in  opera. 
tion  in  Iowa,  a  large  size  Taylor  and  Hoe  press,  which  is  still  doing 
good  service*  The  weekly  cash  receipts  of  the  ofiice  now  average 
more  than  the  yearly  cash  receipts  did,  for  seven  years,  afler  its 
first  establishment. 

18-42. — On  the  16th  of  February  the  Scott  County  Temperance 
Society  was  organized,  Thos.  S.  Hoge,  President,  and  Charles 
Leslie,  Secretary. 

The  river  closed  the  27th  of  December,  and  opened  the  2  J  of 
March.  The  season  was  good,  crops  abundant,  and  well  gathered 
Good  winter  wheat  was  sold  at  thirty-seven  to  forty  cents,  and 
Spring  at  thirty  cents.  The  best  qaality  of  flour  was  four  dollars 
and  a  half  a  barrel.  Flour  sold  the  same  Autumn  in  Chicago  at 
three,  and  in  St.  Louis  at  two  dollars  and  seventy^five  cents  a  bar- 
rel. Bnilding  continued,  and  settlers  were  daily  arriving.  Pro* 
duce  of  all  Unds  was  low.  There  was  no  money  in  circulation. 
Everything  was  barter  in  tmde. 

On  the  8tli  of  Octxiber  of  this  year  the  Iowa  iS>Kfi  issued  its  last 
number. 

A.  C.  Fulton,  Esq.,  arrived  here  in  July  of  this  year,  and  opened 
a  store  on  Front  street,  between  Main  and  Harrison.  On  the  4th 
of  August,  by  census  taken^  the  town  contained  eight  hundred  and 
seventeen  inhabitants.  The  April  term  of  the  Circuit  Court  con- 
tinued in  session  only  eight  days,  and  adjourned  for  want  of  buni. 
ness,  David  Hoge,  Clerk*  In  the  election  of  tliis  year  Robert 
Christie  was  elected  to  the  Con..cil  and  J.  M.  Robertson  to  the 
Ilonse.  Pork  sold  this  Autumn  ns  low  as  one  dollar  and  a  quarter 
to  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  hundred  pounds.  The  same  prices  ruled 
in  Chicago  and  Alton.  Messrs.  J.  Seanian,  J.  M%  D.  Burrow5v,  A^ 
C  Fulton  and  others,  purchased  pork  to   exchange  far  ^gcyxy^ts  ^ 
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Nome  cash  w&s  paid.  The  baUnca  in  the  Treasury  at  the  close  of 
the  year  was  four  hundred  and  eighty  four  dollars  and  forty-eight 
cents.  John  Work,  Otho  G.  McLain  and  John  C.  Qninn  were 
Co  mniUsi  oners. 

184 J.— The  river  opened  ihe  ■lOtli  of  April,  The  Winter  of 
lS4J-3will  loni;berenrcnTbcre<ta8tlMi"cold  Winter".  There  were 
two  montlis  gooil  sleiglimg;  The  ice  in  the  river  was  two  feet 
thick.  A  D«  Huqiie  paper  BtittoJ  that,  nith  the  exception  of  a 
very  few  days,  the  mcrcnry  stocxl  at  twenty  degrccH  below  zero 
for  nearly  four  months,  and  that  for  Bovorai  weeks  of  that  time  it 
Htood  at  thirty-five  and  thirty-nine  degrees  below  zero.  Although 
the  crops  were  abundant,  yet  on  account  of  the  intense  cold,  and 
want  of  Kiiflicient  li;iy  and  Bhelter,  a  gre.it  many  rattle  diei 

Emigration  continned  toponr  in,  mul  a  general  progress  of  the 
town  w.ia  perceptible,  notnithstandhig  thu  scarcity  of  money  and 
the  cheapness  of  produce.  There  were  seventeen  brick  houses 
erected  this  year,  and  many  frame  ones.  Seven  churches  now 
adorned  the  town,  G.  C.  R.  Mitchell  wns  elected  Ilcpresentativc 
this  year,  and  James  Thorington,  Judge  of  Prol>ate.  The  expen- 
ditures of  the  county  this  year  exceeded  the  receipts  nine  hundred 
and  five  dollars  and  eighty-two  cents. 

J.  M.  I">.  Harrows  commenced  shipping  produce  this  Antunin  to 
St.  L-mis  in  keel  boats.  On  the  2lst  of  Oclfiber,  he  loaded  one 
iriih  thirty-eight  tons  of  vege;  allien,  and  iho  following  week  slarted 
anoJicr  for  St.  Louis  with  thirty-live  tons. 
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Jat.  Grant,  Esq.,  and  oration  hy  Dr.  Gatohell,  of  Cincinnati,  then 
a  resident  of  this  place.  A  snmptaous  repast  was  served  under 
the  large  spreading  oaks,  that  then  adorned  the  brow  of  our  beau- 
tU'ul  bluff:}. 

A  Convention  assembled  at  Iowa  Citj,  October  7th,  for  the 
formation  of  a  Constitution,  preparatory  to  our  entrance  into  the 
Union  as  a  State.  Ebenezer  Cook,  James  Grant  and  Andrew  W* 
Campbell  were  the  candidates  elected  to  attend. 

The  wheat  crop  of  1844  was  large  and  of  good  qualitj.  Flour 
trora  three  to  four  dollars  a  barrel.  Wheat  from  forty  to  fifty  cents 
a  bushel.     Corn  and  oats  twenty -five  cents. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  country  at  the  close  of  the  year 
was  flattering.  Expenditures  $1,757  78,  and  the  receipts  into  the 
Treasury  were  $2,503  80.  J.  C.  Quinn,  Asahel  Hubbard  and  C. 
G.  McLain,  Commissioners ;  John  Pope,  Clerk.  County  orders 
were  at  par  and  cash  in  the  Treanury.  The  crop  of  wheat  raised 
this  year  in  the  county  was  estimated  at  one  hundred  thousand 
bushels,  and  there  were  no  mills  ft>r  flouring  in  the  city  yet.  The 
population  at  the  close  of  the  year  in  the  town  was  estimated  at 
eight  hundred  or  a  thousand.  The  river  closed  on  the  4th  of 
February,  but  was  in  no  condition  for  crossing,  and  on  the  20tli 
of  the  same  month  broke  loose,  and  the  steamer  Lynx  made  her 
appearance  at  our  wharf.  The  Xew  Haven,  that  had  been  moored 
in  the  liock  Island  slougli,  came  over  the  next  day,  and  both 
boats  started  for  Galena,  the  river  being  cleor  of  ice,  the  weather 
.as  balmy  as  Spring.  Wild  geese  and  ducks  were  flying  north,  and 
the  Winter  gently  merged  into  Spring. 

1845. — The  most  stirring  incident  of  this  year  was  the  murder 
of  Col.  George  Davenport,  upon  Rock  Island. 

The  April  election  passed  off  very  quietly.  L.  Summers  (Loco) 
was  elected  to  the  Council,  and  J.  M.  Robertson  (Whig)  to  the 
HoHC.  Joha  Forest,  Esq ,  received  the  appointment  of  Post- 
master, in  ]>lace  of  I).  C.  EMridge,  resigned.  At  the  August  elec- 
tion J.  C.  Qainn  was  again  elected  Commissioner;  A.  U.  Miller, 
Treasurer;  W.  Barrows,  Surveyor,  and  Stephen  Ilawley,  Assessor. 

The  country  upon  both  sides  of  the  river  had  for  several  years 
been  infested  with  a  lawless  gang  of  freebooters,  with  their  main 
heaiiquartcrs  pioSably  at  Nauvoo,  having  places  of  rendezvous 
upon  Rock  River,  IlL,  and  upon  Susiar  Creek,  in  Cedar  county, 
and  in  Linn  county,  Iowa.    The  fugitives  from.  juaUc^  va  oNXi^x 
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States  had  fled  to  the  western  n^Ids  for  protecUon,  and  organized 
themselres  into  regular  bands  for  horse  stealing,  oounterfeiting, 
borgUry,  robbery  »Dd  murder.  They  had  advanced  so  far  in  their 
grand  schemes  for  crime  and  escape,  that  in  some  places  JaBtioes 
of  the  Peace,  and  other  officers  of  the  oonoty,  were  elected  to  office 
by  their  intrigne  and  corraption,  and  many  men  of  good  standing 
in  community  beoame  aaeooiated  with  them.  Bellevien,  in  Jack' 
SOD  county,  had  been  the  scene  of  bloodshed  and  murder,  in  sn 
attempt  to  arrest  some  of  the  banditti  Ogle  county,  in  Illinois, 
bad  become  so  infested  with  this  gang,  that  at  the  elections  they 
boldly  came  forward  and  proclaimed  their  strength  and  determin- 
ation to  role  the  county.  The  courtrhouse  and  jail  were  bnmt, 
the  Sheriff  of  the  county  waylaid  and  shot,  and  individuals  who 
da''ed  to  say  aught  agunst  the  gang,  were  marked  as  nctims  of 
this  morau^ng  baud  of  robbets. 

At  this  stage  of  things,  a  meeting  of  the  whole  county  was  called 
by  some  of  the  principal  law-abiding  citiieas,  when  it  was  resolved 
to  clear  the  land  of  the  desperadoes.  One  of  the  ringleaders,  a 
Mr,  ——and  bis  tiiree  sons  were  taken,  tried  by  a  self-constituted 
jury,  condemned  and  shot  the  same  day.  One  other  of  the  gang 
was  executed,  when  the  balance  fied  the  country.  But  Nauvoo 
was  the  great  depot,  and  the  Mississippi  river  the  great  thorough- 
fare. 

The  mnrdw  and  robbery  of  Col.  Davenport,  one  of  the  oldest 
citiEeDB  in  the  commimity,  in  broad  daylight  and  in  full  view  of 


18<3.]  00I7HTT  OF  acorr.  85 

household  of  GoL  Davenport  was  at  Stephenson  attending  the 
celebration.  Mr.  Davenport  lived  long  enoagh  to  relate  the  eir* 
oomstances  attending  the  robbery.  He  had  been  fearfnl  of  robbers, 
and  noticed  some  suspicions  looking  persons  aronnd  the  towns  of 
Davenport  and  Stephenson,  and  had  taken  the  precaution  to 
fasten  his  doors  and  keep  arms  in  readiness.  He  had  but  a  few 
moments  before  the  attack  been  to  the  well  for  water,  and  fastened 
the  door  on  hit  retnm.  He  was  seated  in  his  arm  chair  in  his  sit* 
ting  room,  when  he  heard  a  noise  in  the  back  part  of  the  house, 
and  opening  a  door  that  led  there  he  was  met  by  three  men,  one 
of  whom  exclaimed  "seize  him,  Chunky,"  and  at  the  same  moment 
he  received  a  ball  from  a  pistol  throus^h  the  fleshy  part  of  the 
thigh.  Mr.  D.  made  an  effort  to  reach  his  pistols  that  lay  upon 
the  manUe,  but  was  laid  hold  of  and  bound  with  strips  of  bark, 
and  blindfolded.  The  key  of  his  safe  was  obtained,  and  for  a  few 
moments  he  was  lefk  alone,  when  the  robbers,  unable  to  unlock 
the  safe,  returned  and  took  Mr.  D.  up  stairs  where  the  safe  was, 
and  compelled  him  to  unlock  it  In  this  effort  Mr.  D.  seems  to 
have  had  much  difficulty,  as  from  loss  of  blood  he  was  not  able  to 
walk,  and  he  was  carried  or  pulled  up  the  stairs,  leaving  prints  of 
blood  upon  the  passage  way  and  stair  case  all  the  way  up,  where 
he  had  put  his  hands  for  support  He  was  laid  upon  the  bed  up 
slaira  after  unlocking  the  safe,  and  showing  the  robbers  where 
some  other  money  was,  in  a  drawer  in  the  library.  Here  he  fiuttt* 
ed,  and  was  revived  by  water  being  poured  upon  him.  He  was 
ehoked  and  otherwise  tortured  in  mind  and  body  to  induce  him  to 
reveal  where  more  treasure  could  be  found.  Upon  this  point  John 
Long,  who  afterwards  paid  the  penalty  of  tUs  murder  upon  the 
gallows  at  Rock  Island,  stated  upon  the  stand,  that  no  such  abuse 
was  offered  to  Mr.  D.;  that  he  himself^  went  to  the  well  fcnr  water 
and  poured  it  upon  him  to  revive  him ;  that  it  was  not  intended  to 
eomnut  murder,  but  that  the  pistol  of  Fox,  who  shot  him,  went  off 
accidentally.  But  Mr.  Davenport  said  before  his  death,  tiiat  they 
held  a  controversy  about  the  dispontion  of  him  before  they  lefts 
some  being  for  killing  him  and  burning  the  house,  and  others  for 
leaving  him  as  he  was.  The  latter  being  the  detemuaation  of  the 
majority  of  them,  they  hastily  fled. 

The  only^ooty  they  obtained  was  about  six  hundred  dollars  in 
flu>ney,  a  gold  watch,  chain  and  seals»  a  double  \>amle4  gUL  iAi\^ 
a  few  oAer  sitiele§  of  minor  importance. 
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—It  is  the  onatom  of  the  Officers  of  the  State 
Historical  Society  at  onoe  to  answer  all  letters  retjuiring  acknowl- 
edgement They  preserve,  also,  files  of  letters  received.  From 
these,  the  following,  as  only  a  part  of  those,  which  they  hope  to 
pnblish,  are  inserted,  as  connected  with  the  history  of  current 
events,  and  so  embr&ced  in  the  design  of  this  publication. 


LETTER  OF  U.  S.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  BATES. 

■Wasoington,  D.  C,  Attoknet  Genkral's  Office,  ) 
July,  19,  1863.       \ 
Sam.  J.  Kirkwood,  Siquire, 

Pretident  Stale  Biitorical  SociHy,  'Joaa  City: 

Sib — I  have  received  your  letter  of  July  9th,  requestinp;  me  to 
furnish,  for  use  of  your  Society,  a  "copy  of  each  and  all  the  pub- 
Jished  documents  of  [my]  Department  at  [oiy]  disposal." 

Appreoistiag  vory  highly,  as  I  do,  the  excellent  objects  of  sucb 
flO(»elics  as  yours,  and  their  probable  great  usefulness  in  the  future^ 
Z  would  lake  pleasure  iu  oomplying  with  your  wishes,  if  my  office 
furnished  any  published  molter  worthy  of  a  place  among  the  pre- 
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LETTER  OF  LIEUT.  COL,  WM.  E.  SMALL. 
Heap  Quabtsbs,  10th  Iowa,  Camp  near  Corinth,  Miss., 


October  28,  1862.       '.J 


Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency,  by  tlio 
hand  of  Mr.  Terry  of  Richmond,  our  Regimental  Flag,  which  bears 
the  marks  of  honorable  service,  received  upon  the  fields  of  Charles- 
ton, New  Madrid,  Island  No.  10,  Farmington,  luka  and  Corintb. 
Upon  the  belt  plate,  you  will  notice  the  mark  of  a  ball  which 
struck  it,  in  the  action  at  Corinth,  while  worn  by  Color  Sergeant, 
Jacob  Gaver.  The  flag  staff,  being  behind  the  plate,  saved  his  life. 
The  oblong  hole,  which  you  will  sec  near  the  centre  of  the  flag, 
was  caused  by  a  canister  shot.  Should  it  meet  the  approval  of 
your  Excellency,  I  would  like  to  have  it  deposited  with  the  Stat(3 
Historical  Society. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

WM.  E.  SMALL, 
Lieut.  Col.  Commanding^ 


LETTER  OF  MESSRS.  J.  D.  FYKE,  S.  Q.  WHITE  AND 

OTHERS. 

Camp  near  Rolla,  Mo.,  ) 
December  19th,  1802.  ) 

Pi  of.  N,  R,  Leonard^  Secretary  of  the  State  IlistorUal  Society : 

Dear  Sir, — We,  the  undersigned,  take  pleasure  in  sending  to 
you,  to  bo  placed  in  the  arcliives  of  the  "State  Historical  Society," 
a  large  specimen  of  Stalactite.  It  was  found  in  a  large  cave,  near 
Waynesville,  Pulaski  county.  Mo.,  on  the  lath  instant.  The  speci- 
men was  found  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  entrance, 
and  was  fast  to  the  solid  rock  above,  with  points  downwards,  the 
cave  being  seven  feet  high  at  that  point.  Hoping  this  tribute  to 
the  Society  will  be  gratefully  received  and  appreciated,  we  have 
the  honor  to  subscribe  ourselves,  yours  respactfully, 

T  T)  FYKE  ^ 

s!  Q.  WHITE,  I  Members  of  Co.  G., 

LARKIN  GEARY,  f  22d  Reg.  Iowa  Inf ' y. 

JOUN  BATCUy       J 


AXWALM  or  lOVA. 


EXTRACT  FROM  ALBTTER  ovRbt.  O.  E.  DAQ6ETT,  D.D 

Cahaksaigua,  K.  Y^  Jm.  8,  1883. 

Ht  Dsab  Sib  : — That  to  yoang  a  State  as  Iowa  has  a  Histori- 
cal Society  ia  noticeable,  bat  the  aooaer  such  operatioos  are  be^n, 
the  better.  I  was  much  pleased  with  that  of  Wisconsin,  where  I 
was,  at  Madison,  in  May^  1862.  Though  only  eight  years  old,  it 
had  already  done,  what  could  not  ao  well  be  done  later,  for  the 
State,  besides  having  some  things  of  interest  in  all  aimilar  coUec 
tions. 

]  enclose  yon  two  BpenmeoB  from  my  Colonial  and  Continental 
money,  for  yoor  Historical  Sooiety.    See  the  motto  of  the  latter. 
Tours,  dooerely,  Q.  E.  DAGGETT. 

Ror.  S.  S.  Hows,  Librarian,  ete. 

(The  Colonial  Scrip,  abore  mentioned,  is  of  Connecticut  Colony,  dated:' 
"  Hartford,  June  19,  A.  D.  1776,"  for  "  Two  SbaUnga  tnd  Six  Pence."  The 
Continentil  is  inscribed:  The"I7nitedColonies,TwoDotUrs,"dated  at  Phila- 
delphia, Not.  3, 1778.  The  kotto  aboTe  noted  is  on  the  deugn,  which  repre- 
sents a  hand  threshing  with  a  flul  sheaves  on  a  bam  floor,  with  the  Latin 
superscription  TribrtlaUp  J)U»t,  or  threshing  enriches,  a  *ery  dgnificant 
erobtem  for  an  agricultural  cewitry.  These  apecimena  are  in  an  excellent 
Btate  ef  preserratioo,  considering  that  they  are  about  eighty-ux  jean  old. 
— EonoB.] 
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Mori."  He  has  a  yeiy  onmilitary  cap,  coat  and  shirt,  with  no  Test,  and  a 
face  anshaTen ;  altogether,  a  loafer  or  rowdy-looking  character.  But  he  is 
said  to  have  had  a  liberal  edacation  at  Princeton,  N.  J.,  from  whidi  he  tam- 
ed aside  to  this  irregular  warfare  against  the  Union.  His  portrait  is  surrou  nded 
bj  a  highlj  respectable  group  of  Union  men,  Gen.  Dodge,  Gen.  Tuttle  and 
OeD.  Herron,  with  the  portraits  of  the  late  Col.  Djwey,  of  Maj.  Love,  of  Lieut. 
CoL  Small  and  others,  enough  to  keep  good  watch  and  ward  over  the  rebe^ 
Chiel — EoiTOB.] 


[It  is  proper  to  saj  that  the  writer  below,  is  now  promoted  to  be  Majob 
GsHBBAL,  and  is  in  command  of  the  Sontb-westem  Diyision  of  the  Union 
foross.  The  flag  presented  herewith,  is  a  large  bunting.  Secession  banner, 
with  nine  stars,  and  constitutes  one  of  the  finest  military  trophies  k  the 
cabinet  of  the  Society.  It  was  accompanied  with  an  elegant  portrait  of  the 
soccessfol  young  Major  Genera],  whose  galUnt  troops  dashed  into  Tan 
Boren  and  captured  it. — Eorroa.] 

LETTER  OF  GENERAL  HERRON. 

St.  Loins,  Mo.,  Feb.  9, 1863. 
Gov.  S.  /.  KWkwood: 

DxAB  Sib, — ^With  this,  I  send  70a  ft  rebel  flag  captured  by  my 
troops,  at  Van  Boren,  Arkansas,  in  December  last  This  identical 
flag  was  floating  on  the  conrt-honse  in  that  place,  one  year  ago, 
whil#  I  was  there,  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war ;  and,  of  coarse,  it 
gave  me  considerable  pleasure  to  take  possession  of  it.  Will  yon 
pbase  pass  it  orer  to  the  State  Historical  Society,  with  my  com- 
plimeats,  and  oblige. 

Very  respectfully,  yow  oVt  senr*t, 

F.  J.  HERRON,  Brig.  Oen'l. 


LETTER  OF  LIEUT.  COL.  JOHN  SHANE. 

[The  IbllowSiig  letter  accompanied  the  presentatiODof  a  TtlniMaiicii^^v^* 
fislisd  ^Loodop^A.  D.,  17SS,  mMagit  one  hondred  and  toily-wa  i%tt% 


SO-  UTHAU  OV  lOWl.  [APBIL. 

old.    It  ia  in  good  English  type,  well  bound,  in  tiro  large  folio  Tolumefl ;  tad 
ia  oo*  of  the  richest  trophies  of  tb«  war.— Editoe.] 

Lake  Pbovidbkcb,  La.,  Uarcb  IS,  1863. 
foN.  S.  J.  KirktMoi: 

Dear  Sm — I  send  you,  by  Major  Wilson,  for  the  State  Histori- 
cal Society,  "  a  copy  of  Bomat's  Civil  Law,"  not  only  a  very  rare, 
but  a  very  vahialjlc  work.  And,  what  adds  very  mueh  to  its 
Talue  as  a  curiosity,  it  ia  i.ne  hundred  and  furty  [one]  years  old ; 
»nd  was  found  by  me,  amongst  the  ruins  of  tho  deserted  and 
abandoned  library  of  Gen.  Edward  Sparrow  of  Louisiana,  who  is 
now  a  member  of  the  rebel  Confederate  Senate.  Please  present 
the  books  to  the  State  Historical  Society;  and,  with  tbem,  my 
beat  wishes  for  its  success. 

I  remain  very  rospectfuily  yours, 

JOHN  SHANK, 
Lieut.  Col.  Commanding  the  13th  Iowa  Infantry. 


LETTER  OF  THOS.  J.  JOXES,  CHIEF  ENGIXEER,U.  S.  X. 
Bbooklyn,  K.  Y.,  April  17,  1863. 
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with  the  Barges,  the  Walkers,  Welsh  and  other  families,  with 
whom  I  resided  in  1842. 

I  am,  now,  about  to  sail,  and  may  be  absent  two  years.     On 
my  return,  I  shall  visit  my  boyhood's  home,  if  I  do  not  make  it 
my  final  home.    Until  then,  I  must  bid  adieu. 
Respectfully  ydur  ob't  serv't, 

THOS.  J.  JONES,  Chief  Engineer,  U.  S,  N. 
On  Board  U.  S.  S.  S.  Ticondcroga. 
P.  S. — I  paid  the  Express  charges.  T.  J.  J. 

[Accompanying  the  above  was  a  box  with  the  following  articles  of  much 
interest  and  ralue :  a  travclcr*s  food  bag,  made  by  the  natives  of  the  fibre  of 
the  cocoanut ;  a  cloth  or  mat  used  oi  worn  by  Africans ;  an  ivory  hunter's 
fetich  of  success ;  an  elephant's  tooth ;  a  doctor's  gilla  or'fetich  ;  a  hump- back 
whale's  tooth,  charms  worn  by  kings  ;  a  rattle  to  dispel  land  breezes  and  call 
for  sea  breezes  ;  a  canibal's  war-knife,  manufactured  and  used  by  the  Afii 
cans  of  the  Upper  Goboon  river;  and  also  a  specimen  of  lava  from  the  peak 
of  TeneriSe,  an  island  off  the  coast  An  appropriate  acknowledgment  wn 
returned,  and  further  collections  were  solicited. — Editor.] 


LETTER  OF  UOSEA  B.  HORN,  ESQ. 

Bloomfield,  T)Avrs  Co.,  Iowa,  i 

April  29,  1803  \ 

Sir — This  day,  I  mail  to  you  the  first  volume  of  the  "  low.i 
Farmer's  Advocate,"  published  by  James  Tizzard  &  Co.,  at  Burl- 
ington,  Iowa,  commencing,  August,  1847.  It  was  edited  by  II. 
Gates;, and  at  the  close  of  the  first  year,  was  merged  into  tlir 
'*  Valley  Farmer,"  at  St.  Louis,  Mo, 

It  is,  I  believe,  the  first  Agricultural  paper  ever  publisluMl  in 
Iowa.  I  was  a  subscriber  to  it,  at  the  time  of  its  publication,  pre- 
served the  same,  and  now  present  the  volume  to  the  State  Histor- 
ical Society. 

I,  also,  send  you  an  old  copy  of  a  "Narative  of  the  Civil    an<l 

Military  Services  of  W.  ir.  Harrison,"  published  in    183G.     This 

copy,  I  have  had  in  my   possession  nearly  twenty-seven  years, 

having  purchased  the  same  in  July,  1836. 

I  am  very  respectfully  your  obed't  serv't, 

HOSEAR.llOV^Tls. 
Lihraiian  of  State  Historical  Society,  Iowa  CUy^  lov;ok. 


XtSkLt  or  IOWA.  [^APBI^ 


POETRY. 


INDIAN  GRAVES. 

[The  following  extract  is  from  m  Poem  of  Hiss  Hart  E.  Hbad,  retd  tt  the 
"  Old  Settler's"  feslivBl,  in  Davenport,  in  1838.  Her  more  recent  poetic 
effusions  tutTO  been  daaignated  by  her  residence,  near  the  cify,  named  Ivr- 
NooK.  This  whole  poem  is  found  in  "Datmport  Pjtt  and  Prttent,"  %  book 
Will  worthy  of  pensal  and  purchase. ~£d.] 

'Tis  eve,  the  8t»ra  with  silv'ry  sheea 

KLse  silently  and  slow, 
The  pallid  moon  looks  oat  between, 

The  waves  repose  below, 
And  not  the  dipping  of  an  oar 
Breaks  on  the  stillness  of  the  shore. 

Was  it  tbe  whisper  of  the  breeze 

Sighing  among  tbe  tangled  grasa? 
Was  it  the  moaning  of  tbe  trees 

"When  far  above  tbe  storm  clouds  p 
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Disturb  them  not,  as  silently 

These  well-known  paths  they  traoe^ 
Not  long  among  ns  may  there  be 

Remnants  of  that  old  race. 
They  fade  as  fades  the  morning  ray 
Before  the  glowing  eye  of  day. 

A  little  time  they  linger  here, 

Uncared  for  and  unknown, 
To  shed  a  solitary  tear, 

O  Vr  comrades  lost  and  gone. 
Silent  and  sad  they  gather  round 
Some  lonely,  undistingiushed  mound. 

Hark !  all  the  solemn  woods  along, 

A  soft  and  saddened  lay, 
As  if  some  heart  in  plaintive  song, 

Would  pour  itself  away. 
List !  while  the  mournful  cadence  swells 
Clear  as  the  tone  of  evening  bells. 

"Still  roll. the  river  waves  as  blue 
As  when  we  launched  the  bark  canoe, 
Or  when  we  plied  the  dripping  oar 
Beneath  the  sheher  of  the  shore. 
Still  sings  the  lark,  a  welcome  guest. 
Still  folds  the  dove  her  wings  to  rest. 
Still  the  green  arching  forests  spread 
Their  boughs  as  widely  overhead, 
But  'neath  their  shadow  now,  alas ! 
No  more  our  bounding  warriors  pass. 
Silent  where  once  their  footsteps  fell, 
Land  of  our  birth,  farewell,  farewell!" 
Soft  echo  answers  to  the  trembling  lay : 
'Neath  heavy  ihadows  glides  the  group  aw 


JkKHALS  or  IOWA. 


EDITORIAL  KOTICES. 

Afier  variou?  hinderanoea,  numbers  one  and  two  of  the  Annals 
are  isaiieJ  together.  Xo  oue,  who  has  never  undertaken  a  new 
enterprise  of  this  kind,  can  appreciate  the  ditEcultieB  in  the  way  of 
jirompt  publiuatioii,  espeoially  in  the  commencement.  The  Jnly 
and  October  numbers  will  be  iasned  with  more  promptness.  And, 
although  the  allowance  from  the  State  is  limited,  yet  with  the 
fiicouragement  of  subskjriber:!  and  the  low  terms  of  this  pnblica- 
'lon,  the  work  may  be  considered  a  pcrmansnt,  quarterly  I'eriod- 
ieal  of  the  State  Historical  Society.  The  nature  of  the  publica- 
lion,  however,  will  necessarily  restrict  it  to  biographical  and  his- 
torical matters,  and  exclude,  to  some  cxrent,  that  variety  which 
may  seem  to  bo  essential  to  a  popular  Magazine. 


EXCIIAXGE   PAPERS  AXD   PERIODICALS. 

is  especially  desired,  that  all  Newspapers,  hithoito  or  hcrcaf- 
nt  to  the  Statu  Historical  Society  of  Iowa,  as  well  as  Period- 
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PORTRAITS  OF  AUTHORS  AND  CITIZENS. 

It  has  been  thoaght  best  to  insert  portraits  of  writers  for  the 
Annals,  and  of  others  whose  life-sketches  are  found  in  i^his  work. 
But  the  Society  is  unable  to  be  at  much  expense;  and  it  will 
depend  upon  the  generosity  of  the  parties  more  immediately 
interested,  whether  each  or  all  the  copies  contain  them.  Thus, 
f:i»-,  only  enough  impressions  for  a  part  of  the  edition  have  been 
c^btained,  with  some  effort. 


Advrrtisemexts. — It  is  the  desiG:n  of  the  FublisTiinor  Commit- 
tee,  in  future  numbers  to  insert  in  separate  pages  from  tlie  body  of 
the  Anxals,  select  advertisements,  such  as  of  Harper's  Weekly 
and  Monthly,  and  of  Worcester's  Dictionary,  on  the  cover  of  this 
Usxic, 


ERRATU3tf. — In  the  January  number,  on  i>age  4^,  Adjutant 
Duncan  is  attached  to  the  42d  Regin^ent.  It  should  have  been 
the  40th. 


STATE  DEAF  AND  DUMB  IXSTITUTIOK 

Prof.  Wm.  E.  Ijams,  Principal  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institu- 
tion, at  Iowa  City,  gives  an  exhibition,  showing  the  method  of 
instruction  and  progress  of  thei)upils,on  Friday  evening,  the  29th  of 
3lay  ju  Metropolitan  Ilnll.The  audience  will  be  highly  entcrtiiinec||'  y 
exercises  in  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  algebra,  geogra])hy,  hi.>- 
tory,  astronomy,  and  pantomime  representations,  consisting  of 
i\  liogues,  speeches  and  ])oems,  c'osing  with  the  Lord's  prayer. 

Sixty-three  pupils  have  been  admitted  during  the  year,  which 
closes,  June  lOth.    Tiie  next  year  begins  on  the2Sl\\o^  Sc^Xj^vs^i^T. 


AMiXS  OT  IOWA.  [USIU 


ANNIVERSARY  OP  THE  STATE  UNIVERSITr. 

The  Commencement  proper  Ukea  plaoe  on  tbe  18th  of  Jane 
tiext,  foUoved  at  the  close  of  the  excrcUea  with  the  Baccalaw^ftte 
adilresa  by  tbe  Pre»ident,  Rev.  0.  M,  Spencer.  The  prsoedin{{ 
veek  will  be  spent  in  written  examinations  of  the  stadents  by  the 
ProfeBSors.  The  public  examination  ocean  on  Tneaday  an<l 
Wednesday,  the  16th  and  l7th  of  June. 

Jacob  Bntler,  Esqnire,  of  Muscatine,  is  appointed  by  the  Faculty 
to  deliver  the  aunnal  address. 

The  next  term  begins  on  Thursday,  the  ITth  of  September, 

The  average  attendance  of  students  of  both  sexes  and  of  all 
departments  of  the  University  proper,  has  been,  for  the  year 
about  to  close,  over  two  hundred. 


The  Flaq  of  Mai.  Qxs.  S.  R.  Curtis.— This  large  flag  has 
been  received,  with  a  letter  from  Maj.  H.  Heath.  The  promise  of 
a  history  ot  the  Arkansas  Campaign,  through  which  it  was  borne, 
is  the  reason  for  deferring,  at  present,  further  notice  of  it. 
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SKETCa  OF  GEORGE  L.  DAVENPORT,  ESQUlREv 

BX  THE   EDrrOB. 

Me.  Geoeob  L.  DiLVBNPORt,  whose  portmit  appears  id  this 
nnmber,  is  the  oldest  son  of  Ool.  George  Davenport,  being 
born  on  Rock-Island,  in  1817,  and  the  first  white  person  bora 
in  this  region.  His  earliest  playmates  were  Indian  boys,  V7hoEe 
langoage  he  learned  almost  as  soon  as  his  mother  tongne,  the 
English.  He  was  very  early  adapted  among  the  Sac  «nti  Fox 
Indians,  according  to  their  custom  with  favorites,  and  named 
**  Musqttake." 

After  oUtd  year's  schooling  away  from  home,  in  Oincinnaii, 
at  ten  years  of  age,  he  was  put  into  the  store  of  the  Am€u*ican 
Far  Company,  at  Rock  Island,  where  He  continued  ten  years, 
and  till  it  was  removed  to  the  Des  Moines  River.  He  made 
frequent  trfps  thither  and  to  trading  posts  along  thnt  rive)*> 
with  goods ;  and,  in  1837,  accompanied  the  Sac  and  Fox  d^le. 
gation  of  Indians  to  Washington  and  other  eastern  cities:  The 
first  "tlaim"  in  Iowa,  was  made  by  him,  in  1832.  On  his 
return  from  the  east,  he  resided  on  it,  to  secure  the  right  ot* 
pre-emption  ;  and,  in  1838,  entered  the  store  of  Messrs.  Davei.- 
port  &  Le  Claire.  In  1839,  he  was  married,  and  began  biui- 
nees  for  biaaeel^  whith  bee  pataaed  constantly  for  ievet^^^UiY^v 
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In  1850,  witdk  If  r.  Le  Claire,  he  wected  the  fint  Foaoclry  and 
Kachtne  shop  in  the  city  of  Davenport,  bat  sabeeqaeotly  sold 
bis  intereatatx)  retired  front  acttr&basioeBft. 

As  a  capitalist,  be  has  done  nmch  fin*  the  im^HweiDent  of 
the  city  of  Davenport,  by  building  a  lino  block,  by  a  liberal 
encoQrageioent  of  every  good  enterprise-,  by  courtesy  and 
inEbrmation  freely  bestowijd  on  visitors  to  this  country.  A» 
hie  likeness  ^iwlicates,  he  is  erect  and  trim  in  his  person,  with 
tlie  prospect  of  many  years  of  enjoyment  and  usefulness.  Of 
late,his  acquaintance  with  Indiaa  tongues  must  have  made  him 
I'erviceable  to  the  United  States  Governineiit  and  the  country, 
in  quelling  the  Indian  troubles  in  Minnesoto,  and  in  averting 
the  savage  warfare  of  the  Indians  against  the  white  ]^>opnla- 
tion,  since  the  terrllilo  massacres  wliieli  so  suddenly  broke 
out  there,  and  astoundiid  the  whc^e  nation. 


DE  BOWS  REVIEW. 

[The  following extr^t  from Ibia  Sccesfion  Kcvirir,  will  fhnw  ilF  rliartc 
ler.  And  for  the  numbrr  of  it  lor  January,  1 8('>0,  the  liislorical  SiH'teij  i» 
indebted  to  Lieut.  I).  J.  Davis,  of  the  Army,   who  found  it  at  BicbBrand, 
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ARnOLE  n. 


HISTORY  OF  SCOTT  COUNTY,  IOWA- 


BT  WILLABD  BARB0W8,  ESQXnBE,   OF  DATENPOBT. 


[Continued  from  page  85.] 

Col.  Davenport  was  a  native  of  England,  and  removed  to  th^ 
United  States  in  1804.  He  was  attached  to  the  army  from  1805 
to  1815,  was  with  Gen.  Wilkinson  on  the  Sabine  during  the  tronble 
with  Aaron  Burr,  and  in  the  war  of  1812,  was  in  the  defence  of 
Fort  Eric,  and  at  the  battle  of  Lundj's  Lane.  He  was  with  the 
first  expedition  which  ascended  the  Mississippi  to  quiet  the  hostile 
Indians,  and  assisted  in  selecting  and  planting  Fort  Armstrouf^ 
upon  Rock  Island,  upon  which  he  settled  in  1816,  and  resideii 
there  until  his  death.  lie  was  a  partner  in  the  American  Fnr 
Company  until  its  withdrawal  from  the  Mississippi,  and  then  car- 
ried on  the  trade  with  the  Indians  alone  until  he  retired  from  busi- 
ness. He  was  of  a  free,  generous,  open-hearted  disposition,  full  of 
anecdote  connected  with  his  wild  and  adventui;ous  life,  pleasini; 
in  his  conversation,  and  full  of  wit  and  humor.  Long  had  he  lived 
upon  the  frontier  amid  wars  and  fightings ;  often  had  his  life  been 
in  imminent  danger  from  the  scalping  knife  or  the  tomahawk,  and 
yet,  in  the  broad  light  of  day,  in  a  civilized  land,  and  amid  theli  e 
and  bustle  of  the  celebration  of  our  natal  day,  he  was  doomed  to 
die  by  the  hands  of  desperadoes ! 

For  many  weeks,  no  trace  could  be  found  of  the  murderers, 
Edward  Bonney,  of  Lee  county,  in  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  under- 
took to  ferrit  out  their  place  of  concealment  He  left  here  about. 
the  middle  of  August  and  proceeded  to  Nauvoo,  where  he  firj^t 
got  trace  of  them  by  representing  himself  as  one  of  the  gang, 
which  might  have  been  true,  and  on  the  8th  of  September  arrested 
Fox,  mt  Centreville,  Ia.«  and  committed  him  to  jail  there.  On  l\\f> 
10th  he  arrested  Birch  and  John  Long,  at  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and 
bfooght  them  to  Rook  Island  by  way  of  the  Lakes  and  Chicago. 
These  three  men  were  well  known  in  the  West  as  leaders  of  a  sran^f 
of  desperadoes,  although  they  went  by  diflTerent  name?.  Ki^Yiaxd 
Baxter  and  Aaroa  L?ng,  a  brother  of  Johu^s,  were  booh  «>^t 
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nrreated  ncarOaleita,IlL,^ad  Granrille  Yoang  at  Naovoo.  These 
three  last  were'taken  as  aAessorics. 

On  tbe  6th  of  October  folloiriDg,  bills  of  indictment  vere  foand 
by  the  Grand  Jury  of  Ilock  Island  county  against  the  whole, 
«xcept  Fox,  who  had  escaped  from  jwl  on  the  17th  ofSeptember, 
in  Indiana.  On  tho  14th  of  October  the  two  I^ongs  and  Young 
were  put  upon  trial,  a  change  of  venue  beini*  denied,  found  gnilty 
and  sentenced  to  be  hung  on  the  29tfa  of  tbe  same  month.  Btrcb, 
tbe  greatest  vi'tain  of  the  whole,  turned  State's  evidence.  Baxter 
was  tried  separately,  convicted  and  sentenced  to  he  hang  on  the 
1 8th  ot  Kovember.  A  writ  of  error  was  sued  ont  of  the  Supreme 
Oonrt,  a  new  trial  was  granted,  when  he  was  fbnnd  gailty  and  sen- 
tenced to  the  penitentiary  for  life,  where  he  died  in  abont  two 
years  nfler,  Birch  took  a  change  of  venue  to  Knox  county,  and 
while  awaiting  trial  escaped  from  j.^il.  Upon  tbe  gallows  John 
I^ng  confessed  all,  bat  died  n  hardened  wretch,  without  the  least 
jtijfTis  of  repentenoe  or  foar  of  death. 

The  shoo-k  given  to  the  Western  banditti  by  the  prompt  and 
energetic  moa^nres  taken  to  brin<;  these  murderers  to  justice,  so 
eTecHially  broke  np  the  gang,  that  for  a  long  time  tbe  country  wat 
free,  in  a  measure,  from  such  men. 

The  river  closed  this  year  the  30th  of  November. 

The  first  of  January  of  the  year  1 846,  there  was  bat  one  retail 
liquor  shop  in   the  city.     The  corporation  election  came  off  in 
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ting  Attoraoy;  Asa  Foster,  County  C^naybdisioner ;  H.  H.  Pease, 

Assessor;  and  A.  H.  Miller,  Treasurer. '    *'  . «. 

John  Bechtel  opened  his  Plow  Facto«'y  thi&«fr|^'ar>  and  carried  it 
on  with  success  lor  some  years,  when  it  passed'  {jxUx  other  hands> 
and  is  at  present  carried  on  by  Mr.  Krnm,  whose  plbws /iVe  known 
throughout  the  State  of  Iowa,  as  the  best  maniifactdre<}  ,in  the 
West.  ■  -Vv'.- 

The  "  Iowa  College  Association^'  was  formed  in  April,  "rt44^- 
but  no  decided  steps  were  taken,  or  location  made,  until  1846^,. 
when  Dayenport  was  selected  as  the  place  of  location,  ^'  provided  : 
the  citizens  would  raise  1 1,500  for  buildings,  and  furnish  grounds 
for  a  site."  Trustees  were  elected  the  following  Spring  and  a 
building  erected  on  the  bluff  near  Western  Avenue,  between  Sixth 
and  Seventh  streets.  The  Institution  was  incorporated  in  June, 
1847.  In  March,  1854,  the  College  grounds,  (being  liable  to  have 
streets  cut  through  them,)  were  sold,  and  a  new  location  of  ten 
acres  purchased  between  Brady  and  Harrison,  above  Tentli 
street  Here  the  present  College  edifice  was  erected,  with  board- 
ing  houses,  in  1855,  and  in  August,  of  this  year  (1859,)  the  pres- 
ent location  was  sold  to  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Iowa,  for  school 
and  educational  purposes,  and  the  Iowa  College  is  removed  to 
Qrinnell,  a  village  in  the  interior  of  the  State,  in  Poweshiek 
county. 

At  the  April  election  of  this  year,  James  Grant  was  elected  Dis* 
trict  Judge,  over  his  opponent,  Piatt  Smith,  by  448  majority. 
James  Thorington  was  elected  District  Clerk,  and  Hiram  Price, 
School  Fund  Commissioner. 

A  new  paper  was  started  about  this  time  called  the  Democratic 
Banner  by  Alexander  Montgomery,  Esq.,  who  sold  out  to  R. 
Smetham.  T.  D.  Eagal  afterwards  became  its  editor  and  proprie- 
tor, and  after  passing  through  several  other  hands,  it  was  pur- 
chased in  1855  by  Messrs.  Hildreth,  Richardson  &  West  Mr. 
Hildreth,  the  senior  editor,  died  in  September,  1857,  since  which 
time  Messrs.  Richardson  &  West  have  continued  to  publish  the 
same  under  the  name  of  the  Iowa  State  Democrat  Recently  a 
couple  of  new  partners  have  entered  the  office,  the  Daily  New8 
has  been  purchased,  and  is  now  combined  and  published  under  the 
name  of  the  Daily  Democrat  and  News.  A  more  extensive  no^ce 
may  hereafter  be  given  of  this  Democratic  paper. 

1847. — At  the  August  election,  H.  Leonard  was  elected  Sheriff 
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^[aiDBtKobt.  Chrutie;,  A^S. Miller, Recorder;  A.  W.  HoGregor,- 
ProsecQting  Attorney;'. Asa  Foiter,  OommiBsioner ;  John  Pope, 
Clerk;  J.  Thorii^Q,' Judge  of  Probate ;  Wm.  L.  Cook,  Coroner. 
The  immigraUon'  of  GennanB  vas  large,  this  fear.  On  the  :i3d 
of  Jane,  'que  hbndred  were  landed  from  the  Anthony  Wayne 
steam ^,'jaa^t,  if  not  all  of  whom,  settled  in  thie  county. 

Porfc'yias  worth,  this  year,  but  $1.75  to  $2  per  100  lbs.,  in  trade* 
■The-.firit  railroad  meetings  were  held  this  year  in  relation  to  build* 
' ,  mg'a  road  from  Chicago  to  Cavenport 

:'     The  returns  of  the  Assessor  for  the  year  1847  were  on  valua- 
tions. 

78,8U  acres  of  land  Taluad  at $338,876 

Vklue  of  Town  Lota, 71,S70 

Honej  at  interest  in  the  ooantT, 1,67S 

HercandiM, 10,885 

91S  HeadoTHorMifalMd  at, S»,aM 

HMbinny, B,840 

S,eS8  HMd  ofOatU 2S,S8S 

1,748  HeMl  of  sheep, 4,018 

1,990  Head  of  hogs, 4,894 

B  HMd  of  moles, SIO 

HisoellMiMNiB  proper^, 800 

PumitUM, 1,880 

48  Wagons, 1,825 

Amount  of  AMSSsment, $898,807 
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€848. — ^Thts  year  opened  with  mach  brighter  prospects  than  had 
hetn  known  for  years.  Immigration  had  been  on  the  increase. 
A  home  market  had  been  created  for  surplus  produce;  agricdl- 
ture  had  become  an  object  and  tho  hearts  of  many  that  had  been 
desponding,  began  to  look  for  better  times. 

Up  to  this  time,  no  flouring,  or  saw  mill  bad  been  erected  in  this 
H^ity  of  any  kind.  On  the  17th  of  January,  the  first  steam  mill  in 
Davenport  was  put  in  operation  by  A.  C.  Fulton.  It  had  been  but 
"five  months  and  twenty*two  days  in  buiidkxg.  The  main  building 
was  fifty-seven  by  sixty  feet,  four  stories  high  with  an  engine  room 
twenty-seven  by  fifty  feet  Mr.  A.  Nugent  was  the  first  miller^ 
Upon  the  completion  of  this  mill,  there  was  a  general  burst  of 
rejoicing  among  the  citizens  of  Scott  county.  Mr.  Fulton  gave  a 
grand  opening,  tiy  inviting  the  farmers  and  citizens  of  the  town 
to  a  sumptuous  repast,  served  up  in  the  new  mill,  on  the  I7th  of 
January,  1848.  Bread  was  made  from  the  flour  ground  in  the 
mill  on  the  same  day  of  the  celebration.  The  tables  groaned  with 
hixuries.  P^s,  turkies  and  chickens,  pies  and  cakes,  were  piled 
tipon  the  festive  board,  andcofifee  served  bountifully,  and  when  Mr^ 
Fulton  appeared  with  all  his  men  who  had  been  employed  upon 
the  mill,  Aree  tremendous  cheers  were  given  him,  to  which  be 
responded  in  a  most  happy  and  becoming  manner,  recounting  his 
many  difficulties  and  trials  in  pressing  forward  the  work  upon  tb^s. 
vnilL  About  three  hundred  partook  of  the  dinner.  The  Hon. 
James  Grant  spoke  on  the  occasion.  He  had  been  in  attendance 
ai  the  Legislature  in  Iowa  City,  and  in  bis  speech  announced  that 
he  had  procured  a  charter  from  the  Legislature  for  a  Railroad  from 
the  Mississippi  river  to  the  Missouri.  This  information  excited 
appfauise,  and  three  hearty  cheers  were  given«  He  was  followed 
by  Hiram  Price,  Esq.,  who  descanted  upon  the  progress  of  the  age, 
the  happy  results  of  the  enerc:y  and  ambition  of  Mr.  Fulton,  amid 
all  discouragements,  and  closed  with  an  anecdote  connected  with 
the  building  of  the  mill.  He  said  that  when  Mr.  Fulton  began 
that  null,  an  old  man,  a  resident  of  the  city  told  him  *'  that  he  had 
always  believed  Mr.  Fulton  to  be  <cra2y,  but  now  he  knew  it^ 
Mr.  Fulton  had  commenced  a  steam  mill  near  the  site  of  the  old 
one,  and  after  completing  the  building,  sold  it  to  Burrows  &  Pret- 
tyman,  who  put  in  the  machinery,  and  completed  it  in  the  same 
month  with  that  of  Fulton's,  wnick  he  commenced  soon  aftAt  bft 
wld  to  B.  dp.  P. 
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The  opening  and  oclebnttion  of  Barrom  &  Ftattfmtax'a  mill 
folio vfid  on  tho  29th  of  Januarj.  It  was  more  magnificent  thai> 
that  of  Falton's,  IF  possible.  His  mill  was  forty-two  by  sixty  feet, 
three  Btorica  high,  and  bailC  of  brick,  and  since-  enlarged.  (That 
of  Fulton  was  of  wood.)  There  wure  fonr  pairs  of  four  and  half 
Vrcnoh  barrs,  two  bolts,  and  they  would  ttn-n  out  about  two  hun- 
<lred  barrels  of  fleur  per  day,  Hiramr  Johnson  was  the  first  miller 
in  this  mill,  one  of  the  best  millers  west  of  the  Alleghany  motin* 
toins.  A  farther  notice  of  this  mill,  its  pre^ient  capacity  for  Sour- 
mg,  will  be  given,  together  with  somo  remarks  opon  the  character 
of  those  who  thus  early  did  so  mugh  to  bnild  np  and  maintun  the 
Hiteresta  of  our  oonnty. 

The  Fourth  of  July  was  celebrated  kt  doe  form.  The  oration 
was  by  John  F.  IMlIon,  Esq. 

The  offioial  returns  of  the  Angost  election  annoinced  Shepherd 
Tieffler  for  Congress ;  John  I>.  Erans,  Repnsentativa ;  Jame» 
ThDriagtoR,  Clerk  of  the  District  Conrt ;  and  E.  St  Wiog,  for 
Offnnty  ComnRssioner. 

There  were  thirty-five  houses  erected,  this  year,  newly  mU 
hrick. 

Tne  Winter  of  1848  and  ISM  was  long  and  scTere. 

It  is  not  our  intention  to  write  the  biography  of  individnals  or 
to  fill  np  this  history  with  personal  achievements,  but  so  closely 
arc  BOine  of  our  early  settlers  identified  with  ottr  history,  that  it 
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In  the  Spring  of  1837,  he  cook  a  trip  to  St.  Louis  and  the  Upper 
MiflU'isippi,  to  look  after  his  business.  His  ardent  and  energetic 
mind  was  soon  awakened  on  beholding  the  beauty  and  magnitude 
of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  and  he  seemed  to  comprehend  at  once  the 
prospects  tor  the  future  of  this  promising  land.  He  returned  to 
Cincinnati,  however,  without  making  any  investments,  or  even 
deciding  upon  any  future  operation  here.  During  the  following 
year  his  mind  seemed  to  dwell  continually  upon  the  beauties  and 
prospects  of  the  West,  and  of  Davenport  as  the  centre  of  attrac- 
tioo.  So  strongly  was  he  itnpressed  with  the  prospects  here,  that 
be  decided  on  a  second  visit.  A  trip  to  the  West  was]  no  small 
undertaking. 

There  were  others  in  Cincinnati  turning  their  attention  this  way, 
and  among  them  our  esteemed  fellow- citizen,  John  Owens,  Esq. 
It  was  at  this  time  Mr.  Burrows  first  became  acquainted  with  him. 
Together,  in  a  one  horse  buggy,  they  set  forth  in  the  Spring  of 
1838  for  Davenport,  in  the  Wisconsin  Territory,  and  made  the 
trip  by  land  in  ten  days  and  a  half.  They  spent  a  month  here 
examining  and  admiring  the  country^  during  which  time  they  pur- 
chased a  ^^  claim*' of  eighty  acres,  long  known  as  the  ''Owens 
and  Burrows  tract ;''  a  part  of  which  is  still  owned  by  Mr.  Bur* 
rows,  and  upon  which  his  beautiful  dwelling  now  stands,  amid 
grounds  tastefully  laid  out,  and  covered  with  vineyards,  shrub- 
bery, and  the  choicest  fruits,  planted  by  his  own  hands.  They 
also,  as  was  the  custom  in  those  days,  took  each  of  them  a  ''claim** 
of  320  acres  of  pmrie  land  back  of  the  town,  feeling,  probably, 
that  if  the  town  ever  became  of  importance  the  land  might  be 
valuable  for  farming  purposes.  This  claim  was  the  entire  section 
seventeen;  lying  back  of  West  Davenport,  on  Duck  Creek,  and 
through  which  the  Railroad  now  passes.  Messrs.  Owens  and 
Burrows  drew  cuts  for  choice  of  halves,  dividing  the  section  North 
and  South.  Mr.  Burrows  drew  the  East  half,  nearest  the  town. 
As  some  demonstration  had  to  be  made  in  the  way  of  improvement*!. 
in  order  to  hold  the  claim  from  being  "jumped,"  tbey  employed 
Strong  Burnell,  Esq.,  to  break  five  furrows  around  the  entire 
tract  at  a  cost  of  fifteen  dollars,  which  was  done.  Some  two  years 
after  this,  when  the  land  was  brought  into  market  and  offered  for 
sale,  these  two  claim  speculators  held  a  consultation  as  to  the 
entry  of  the  land  at  government  price ;  whether  the  pros^ccta 
would  warrant  sacb  an  in  vestment.    Upon  mature  dQ\\\>^x«XA»^^ 


t06  Ajnrus  or  lowA.  »  jjviT. 

BIr.  Ovens  abandoned  biaatonoe  aa  not  being  of  sufficient  ralne, 
BO  farfromthevillageandall  prairie,  some  of  which  baa  since  been 
•otd  for  one  hundred  doUara  an  acre.  Mr.  Bditowb  gave  bia  part 
to  Dr.  Hall,  on  his  paying  the  fifteen  dollars  paid  to  Mr.  Barneli  for 
the  breaking. 

Before  Mr.  Burrowa  returned  to  Cincinnati,  however,  he  made 
arrangements  for  some  improTcments  upon  hia  first  claim  par< 
chased  in  connection  with  Mr.  Oven°,  of  forty  acres,  (bis  jtrcseDt 
homestead.)  There  had  been  seven  acres  broken  upon  bis  forty 
acres,  and  he  contracted  with  onr  fellow  townsman,  B.  F.  Coates, 
£sq.,  to  erect  a  dwelling  bonse,  the  same  that  now  stands  in  front 
ofhis  present  residence.  This  forty  acre  cUim  cost  Mr.  Burrowa 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  Mr.  Owens  paid  two  bnndred  for 
hia. 

Mr.  Burrows  returned  to  Cincinnati,  with  a  determination  to 
return  West  ^nin,  if  he  could  dispose  of  his  property  in  Cinoin- 
DatL  He  was  full  ofexcitementon  the  subject  of  emigration  to  the 
West  He  seemed  anxious  to  be  among  the  first,  and  to  cast  bis 
lot  with  the  emigrating  throng.  But  in  his  more  thoughtful  moods 
he  began  to  cast  about  him  to  sec  what  he  could  do  to  maintain  bis 
family  in  this  new  country.  He  was  doing  well  were  he  was.  His 
ambitioits  views  began  to  dampen,  and  hia  excitement  began  to  set* 
tledown  upon  a  more  solid  basis.  He  felt  that  there  was  an  nacer- 
tainty,  a  risk,  in  a  step  ao  important  He  therefore,  to  save  him- 
sclf  thcnibrtificationofasqnai-e  back  out  on  emigration,  offered  hia 
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most  have  looked  rather  dreary.    Bat  his  energies  and  ambition 
were  ever  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  case. 

With  fresh  thoaght  and  new  courage,  he  determined  to  build  a 
store  house  in  the  town,  and  in  the  Spring  apply  to  his  friends  in 
Cincinnati  for  assistance  to  commence  merchandizing.  He  accord* 
ingly  set  about  cutting  trees  and  hewing  timber  for  the  frame  of 
that  little  store  house  that  stood  so  long  and  was  occnpicd  by  the 
finn  of  Burrows  &  Prettyman,  on  Front  street,  and  lias  since  dis- 
appeared to  make  room  for  the  present  spacious  edifice.  The 
frame  of  this  first  store  house,  be  got  out  with  his  own  hands,  and 
with  the  help  of  Mr.  James  Rumbold,  erected  the  building,  cover- 
ing it  with  clap  boards  made  from  the  native  oak,  with  the  rude 
tools  of  the  polneer. 

The  Spring  of  1840,  found  Mr.  Burrows  with  his  pecuniary 
means  netirly  exhausted^  and  no  favorable  prospects  of  business  of 
any  kind.  The  future  was  dark.  He  went  on  to  Cincinnati,  told 
his  story  of  the  West,  its  present  condition  and  future  prospects. 
His  uncle  purchased  him  a  stock  of  goods,  selecting  them  himself 
and  Mr.  Burrows  returned  as  a  commission  merchant,  with  new 
energy  and  a  lighter  heart  This  was  his  first  attempt  at  mer* 
ohandizing.  He  succeeded  well,  and  in  the  fall  went  back  to  Cin- 
cinnati and  renewed  his  stock,  his  uncle  becoming  his  security. 
This  time  his  cousin  assisted  in  the  selection  of  his  goods. 

There  was  a  surplus  of  wheat  for  the  first  time  in  the  country 
this  fall,  and  Mr.  Burrows  purchased  and  shipped  the  first  bushel 
of  wheat  that  ever  went  out  of  Scott  county.  It  was  raised  by 
Messrs.  Moss  and  Bradley,  just  above  the  mouth  of  Duck  Creek, 
and  sold  at  forty-five  cents  a  bushel.  This  was  the  beginning  of 
the  produce  business  in  Davenport,  a  business  which  in  afler 
years  as  will  be  seen,  Mr.  Burrows  entered  into  very  largely* 
Nearly  all  produce  at  that  day  was  shipped  up  the  river,  for  the 
supply  of  military  posts,  and  the  Indian  trade.  He  also  bought 
and  packed  the  first  pork  that  was  ever  sold  in  our  market  This 
he  took  in  the  Spring  of  1841,  with  the  hams  and  shoulders,  to 
Prairie  du  Chien,  and  sold  them  to  Rice  A  Dowsman,  Indian 
traders,  receiving  his  pay  in  the  only  currency  then  known,  silver 
dollars  and  half  dollars,  with  a  Httld  gold  coin.  This  was  much 
annoyance  to  him,  as  it  was  bulky  and  heavy.  He  had  no  trunk 
Dor  even  a  valise,  such  things  not  being  considered  indispensable 
for  such  a  trip  in  those  days. 
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HU  buFiness  boing  finished,  fa*  found  there  wu  no  boat  for  his 
return  to  Davenport  for  some  days.  By  traveling  some  twelve 
miles  across  the  couutry,  and  crossing  the  Wisconain  river,  he 
would  reach  a  place  where  the  stage  passed.  It  was  nearly  noon, 
when  wrapping  his  specie  in  separate  parcels  to  keep  them  frora 
rattling,  putting  some  in  one  pocket,  and  some  in  another,  taking 
some  in  his  hand  tied  up  in  his  pocket  handkerchief,  he  left  Prai- 
rie du  Chien  on  foot  The  Wisoonsin  river,  three  miles  below, 
was  vury  hii;b,  ruBhing  and  foaming  among  the  willows  upon  its 
banks.  No  ferryman  could  be  found,  and  Mr.  Burrows  took  a 
onnoc  that  was  otYcn  used  to  cross  toot  passengers,  and  attempted 
to  cross  himself.  Altliough  most  emphatically  a  western  man,  yet 
his  experience  in  paddling  tlie  Indian  canoe  was  very  limited,  and 
as  he  entered  the  boiling  current,  his  frail  bark  became  unman* 
Ageable,  and  he  was  whirled  round  and  round  among  the  willows 
and  snags  at  the  most  imminent  peril  of  his  life.  He  could  not 
paddle  his  canoe,  and  being  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  waves,  ho 
quietly  awaited  the  opportunity  in  his  downward  passage  of  being 
thrown  near  the  opposite  shore,  a  chance  which  soon  offered, 
when  he  leaped  from  )<is  canoe  and  by  wading  some  distance, 
reached  the  shore,  fastening  his  treacherous  bark  to  some  willows* 
Hj  regained  his  path  and  in  a  short  time  came  to  a  creek  overfiow- 
od  and  the  bridge  gorip.  Searching  for  a  narrow  place,  he  took  a 
running  jump  and  barely  landed  on  the  opposite  bank.  But  tho 
sudden  d(!posit  of  himself  and  load  caused  the  specie  in  ont  of  his 
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to  the  hiuiband  at  the  stable,  who  of  course  turned  none  away.  At 
supper  three  other  dark  visaged,  unshaven  men  appeared  at  the 
table,  which  much  excited  the  already  burdened  mind  of  our 
friend.  The  weight  of  the  com  was  so  burdensome  that  he  had 
removed  a  portion  of  it  from  his  pockets  to  his  hat,  which  he  kept 
close  by  his  side,  and  on  being  invited  to  the  table,  carried  his  hat 
along  and  set  it  down  by  his  side.  The  dim  light  of  the  cabin 
revealed  but  partialy  the  company  with  whom  he  was  destined  to 
spend  the  night,  and  robbery  and  murder  seemed  to  be  uppermost 
in  his  thoughts.  "  All  were  seated,"  says  Mr.  Burrows,  "  when 
the  divine  biessing  was  invoked  upon  the  frugal  meal,  and  a  weight 
rolled  from  my  mind  greater  than  the  one  I  had  carried  through 
the  day.^  He  was  beneath  the  shelter  of  a  professed  disciple  of 
Christ.  His  suppr^r  was  taken  with  a  keen  relish,  and  his  sleep 
refreshing. 

In  the  morning  he  pursued  his  way  at  an  early  hour,  and 
reached  Dubuque  about  ten  o^clock  at  night,  traveling  the  whole 
distance  of  seventy  miles  on  foot  in  less  than  two  days.  He  soon 
found  a  boat  and  returned  to  Davenport.  Such  were  the  difficnl* 
ties  and  dangers  incident  to  a  pioneer  merchant  and  trader  of  that 
day. 

We  remember  Mr.  Burrows  as  he  was  in  1839,  full  of  energy 
and  ambition,  shrinking  from  no  labor  however  hard  or  menial 
that  required  his  attention.  In  the  Summer  of  1839,  while  he  was 
living  in  his  first  home,  under  the  bluff,  I  called  with  my  wife. 
He  was  engaged  digging  a  well.  The  dirt  tub  was  soon  lowered 
by  the  attendant  at  the  windlass,  and  in  due  course  of  time,  Mr. 
Burrows  was  drawn  up  from  the  bottom  of  the  well,  covered  with 
mud  and  dirt,  the  very  picture  of  a  Du  Buque  miner.  This  was 
our  first  introduction  to  him,  and  although  time  has  wrought  many 
changes  since,  yet  have  I  never  been  able  to  discover  any  labour 
too  arduous  for  liim  where  his  personal  attention  was  required. 
The  perseverance,  industry  and  sterling  integrity  of  Mr.  Burrows, 
in  addition  to  his  busine89  capacity,  have  always  secured  him  a 
host  of  friends. 

It  was  about  the  year  1840,  we  believe,  that  he  associated  with 
him  in  business  R.  M.  Frettyman,  Esq,  from  Maryland,  who  has 
stood  side  by  side  With  him  and  buffeted  alike  the  financial  waves 
that  at  times  rolled  over  our  western  country.    Mr.  PTellpii«.TLVv%% 
shared  alike  in  the  bardeHB  Mid  difficulties  o(  a  coiDmeK^ilXVAi^^ 
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sad  is  dosemng  of  bU  credit  for  prompt,  persevering  •pplioation 
to  bnsinesf.  He  is  known  for  hoceit,  honorable  and  high  toned 
principle  as  a  business  man,  and  is  kind  aDdODassamingin  all  his 
dealings,  and  of  soand  moral  worth. 

1847. — The  first  attempt  at  manufac taring  flour  hj  this  celebra- 
ted firm.  Burrows  &  Prettyman,  was  at  Rockingham,  five  miles 
below  this  oily.  On  account  of  the  foreign  demand,  prodnoe  was 
high  all  over  the  United  Ststes.  In  February,  1848,  wheat  was 
worth  hero  seventy  cents,  and  beforo  April  it  fell  to  twenty-five 
cents.  There  was  no  probability  of  a  continuance  of  the  war  with 
Mexico,  sod  Burrows  &  Prettyman  had  purchased  heavily  at 
rates  ranging  irom  sixty  to  seventy-five  ceuts.  Their  capital  was 
nil  invested  in  wheat,  and  but  for  the  timely  aid  of  a  friend,  utter 
insoluency  would  have  followed.  Thnt  great  financier  nntl  friend 
to  the  deserving,  James  E.  Woodruff,  of  St  Louis,  stepped  for- 
ward, advanced  money,  and  Burrows  &  Prettyman  rented  the 
Itockinghim  steam  mill,  and  manufactured  the  wheat  into  flour. 
This  operation  not  only  saved  them  from  bankruptcy,  but  they 
made  more  in  the  same  time  out  of  the  same  capital  than  ever 
before  or  since,  "  Mr.  Woodrufi^,"  says  Burrows,  "  was  the  best 
friend  I  ever  bad."  It  will  be  recollected  that  Mr.  Woodrufflef^ 
home  for  Europe,  to  relieve  an  overwronght  brain,  by  too  close 
application  to  business,  which  was  fast  hurrying  bim  to  an  early 
grave,  and  was  lost,  with  his  wife,  on  the  ill-fated  Arctic  at  sea. 
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tract  been  doted  before  Mr,  Folton,  without  stopping  to  reflect 
vpon  eoiMeqaences,  started  for  St.  LooiSi  and  with  the  money  and 
paper,  received  for  his  mill,  purchasecl  the  maohinery  and  materi- 
als for  another  mill  still  greater  m  proportions  than  his  first  one 
and  such  was  the  perseverance  and  energy  of  Mr.  Falton,  that  be 
had  it  completed  and  nmning  before  Burrows  Ss  Prettyman  got 
theirs  in  operation.    It  stood  close  by  the  other,  on  Front  street. 

Amid  all  these  discouragements,  and  as  they  thought,  uncalled 
for  and  unfair  opposition,  Burrows  &  Prettyman  had  their  mill  in 
operation  in  a  fiiw  days  aflcr  that  of  Mr.  Fulton^s,  and  Davenport, 
which  before  had  never  possessed  a  mill  of  any  kind,  now  sent  up 
the  steam  from  two  first  rate  flouiing  mills,  while  one  could  have 
done  the  business  and  was  amply  sufficient,  as  was  afterwards 
shown.  Mr.  Fulton  ran  his  mill  about  a  year  and  failed.  It  was 
then  rented  to  G.  L.  Davenport,  Wra.  Iiislee  and  L.  A.  Maeklot, 
who  ran  it  a  year  and  a  half,  and  lost  some  three  thousand  dol- 
lars in  the  operation,  when  it  was  sold  to  Bin-rows  &  Prettyman 
for  the  sum  ot  ten  thousand  five  himdrcd  dollars,  who  ran  it  a  year, 
lost  money,  and  then  used  it  two  years  as  a  warehouse.  The 
machinery  was  then  sold  to  parties  in  Lc  Claire,  and  was  con- 
sumed by  fire  a  few  years  since.  The  builinin<?  was  torn  down  to 
give  room  for  the  block  of  stores  built  by  Mr.  Burrows  in  1855. 

The  present  mill  was  remodeled  in  1854,  at  a  cost  of  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars.  The  machinery  in  this  mill  is  said  to  be 
the  most  perfect  in  the  West.  The  Albion  Mills  are  capable  of 
manufacturing  five  hundred  barrels  per  day  of  twenty-four  hours 
ran.  There  were  on  one  occasion  five  hundred  and  forty  barrels 
of  flour  made  in  this  mill,  in  twenty-four  hours.  It  manufactures 
yearly  more  than  any  other  three  mills  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  and 
iu  flour  brings  in  the  New  York  market  twenty-five  cents  per  bar- 
rel more  than  St  Louis  brands  made  from  the  same  wheat  In 
1855,  this  mill  made  eighty  thousand  barrels  of  flour,  grinding 
four  hundred  thousand  bushels  of  wheat  The  largest  amount  of 
business  ever  done  by  this  firm  in  anyone  year,  was  in  1855,  when 
it  amounted  to  over  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  pork  packing  business,  in  former  years,  was  another  iropor. 
taut  branch  of  business  by  this  house.  In  1854,  they  packed  nine- 
teen thousand  hogs,  which  was  their  heaviest  year  in  this  busi- 
ness, although  they  have  done  more  or  less  at  it  for  the  last  twenty 
years.    The  present  value  of  the  Albion  Milla  \a  \ated  aX  fox^ 
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thoit*nnd  dollan,  and  the  block  of  brick  Btorfl:*,  five  in  nnmbef 
■djoining  them,  is  rAted  also  at  forty  thoaaand  dollars,  beaide* 
the  {p'onnd. 

In  the  Bocial  relation?,  Mr.  Burrows  stands  high.  Liberal  and 
ncnsitive,  he  has  ever  been  the  friend  of  the  poor  man,  In  ear- 
tier  days  and  times  of  financial  distress,  when  the  little  necesariei 
of  life  were  hard  to  bo  obtained  by  the  emmigrant  and  pioneer 
Bettler,  the  liberal  hand  of  Mr.  Burrows  was  always  open,  and  his 
great  heart  aln'ays  yielded  to  the  wants  of  his  fellow  man.  Many 
arc  the  old  settlers  in  Scott,  Clinton  and  Cedar  counties,  who  can 
Well  remember  these  nnraerousBcts  of  kindness:  that  when  there 
was  no  flour  to  be  obtained  elsewhere,  nor  gooda  to  be  had  of 
other  merchants.  Burrows  A  Prettyman'a  etore  was  always  open, 
and  the  "  latch  string  always  hanging  ouL"  In  times  of  Ecarciiy 
for  seed  wheat,  and  when  farmers  did  not  preserve  it,  Burrows  A 
Prettynian,  in  their  foresight  and  wisdom,  bad  taken  care  to  have 
a  supply  and  freely  loaned  it,  receiving  their  pay  back  from  tlic 
crop  produced  from  it.  These  acts  of  kindness  and  benevolence, 
many  remember,  and  to  this  day  may  be  seen  farmers  in  ourstreets, 
with  loads  of  wheat,  refusing  all  otlier  offers  until  Burrows  A 
Prettyman  should  have  the  refusal  of  it. 

But  few  of  the  early  settlers  of  Scott  county  have  done  so  much 
towards  the  settlement,  progress  and  general  prosperity  ot  it  as 
Mr.  Burrows.    His  long,  arduous,  energetic  and  constant  appli- 
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|>Iea8aiit  fanuly,  in  quiet  and  in  peace  spend  the  winter  of  bit 
days;  and,  as  his  loclcs  whiten  with  age,  be  able  to  look  back  and 
feel  that  he  has  not  lived  in  vain,  nor  been  a  drone  in  the  hive  of 
liomauity. 

l%^-0. — GENERAL    HI8T0RT. 

In  February  of  this  year,  when  the  ice  broke  loose  it  gorged  in 
the  islands  below,  and  caused  the  backwater  to  overflow  Front 
street  from  Brady  up  to  Lo  Claire  street,  running  into  Second 
street  The  water  on  the  floor  of  Burrows  &  Pretty  man's  storo 
on  Front  street,  was  about  four  inches  deep.  It  only  remained 
from  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  till  early  next  morning.  The  Spring 
Was  «arly. 

At  the  April  election  in  the  city,  Jonathan  Parker  was  elected 
Mayor;  John  L.  Davis,  Wm.  McCammon,  N.  Squires,-  Jas.  31 
Bowling,  W.  S.  Collins  and  Sam'l  Lyter  were  elected  Aldermen . 
James  Thorington,  District  Clerk ;  John  Evans,  Treasurer,  and 
L.  J.  Center,  Marshal.  The  census,  taken  by  the  Assessor  this 
year,  makes  the  population  within  the  corporate  limits  to  be 
twelve  hundred,  and  fifteen  hundred  in  the  Township.  At  tlu 
August  election,  H.  Leonard  was  elected  Sheriff,  Iliram  Price 
Rec5order,  John  Rouser  Commissioner's  Clerk,  A.  C.  Fulton 
County  Commissioner,  W.  Barrows  Surveyor,  A*  W.  McGregor 
Prosecuting  Attorney,  and  J.  Thorington  Probate  Judge. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  the  first  cuse  of  cholera  made  its  appearance 
in  the  city.  Samuel  Sloper  and  Thomas  Dillon,  two  of  the  j)ion. 
eer  settlers,  were  struck  down,  and  a  general  panic  seized  ui'on 
the  inhabitants.  The  ejudeniic  spread;  emigrants  landed  fmiu 
steamboats  with  cholera  and  ship-fever,  and  died  in  considerahk 
numbers. 

On  the  20th  of  April  of  this  year,  A.  C.  Fulton  made  a  prop<w 
sition  to  the  City  Coimcil  to  grade  and  fill  Front  street,  witli 
adjoining  streets  and  alleys,  from  Rock  Island  to  Ripley  streets, 
for  the  eum  of  four  thousand  and  two  hundred  dolhrs,  payable  in 
live  vears,  but  was  refused  the  contract.  On  the  25th  of  Mnv 
|ollowing,^he  made  another  proposition  to  fill  and  level  every  strci  l 
and  alley  two  feet  above  the  level,  from  the  east  side  of  Roc-k 
Island  to  Ripley,  and  as  far  back  from  the  river  as  Fourth  street^ 
for  the  «um  of  four  thousand  and  two  hundred  ^WaTS.  pa^^\A«^  \\v 
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yearly  ihstalineats  with  interest,  bnt  was  refused.  Snch  Ttire  the- 
pnidenoo,  caation,  and  fear  of  indebtedness  in  the  C^ty  Fathers  of 
that  day.  This  same  work  has  sinco  cost  the  city  more  than  ten 
times  that  amount  under  the  modern  rule,  and  the  extravagant 
progress  of  the  age. 

The  census  was  tiken  tRis  year  in  Jime,  by  J.ibcz  A.  Bircbard,. 
tlie  Assessor,  and  amounted  to  lour  thonsand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy  three  in  the  county.  The  report  of  the  Connty  Commis- 
missioners  made  the  expenditures  two  thousaird  five  hnn(ircd  aud 
i'lurtoen  dollars  and  twenty-throe  cents,  onO'the  receipts  five  thou- 
sand eight  hur.drcd  and  eight  dollars  nnd' sixteen  cents.  D.  C. 
J'llilridgc  again  received  tl>e  ajipointnicnt  of  Postmaster.  Land, 
.It  this  time,  good  prairie,  ootild  he'entered  witliin  nine  miles  ef 
the  city. 

There  were,  at  this  timCpin  tho  city  of  0avenport,  twenty-two- 
carpenters,  nine  stone  masons,  two  stone  ciitturti,  five  brick  mak- 
uTi,  six  bricklayers,  five  plasters,  six  printers,  ten  cabinet  makers, 
live  chair  maktrs,  seven  wheel-wiights, two  coach  nnikers, twei^c 
blacksmiths,  fifieen  coopers,  fivo  saddlers- and  baniL-ss  makers,  one- 
trunk  makt>r,  eighb shoemakers,  three  tiiL  and  coppersmiths,  seven 
ttilors,  four  cngincerSf.tliree  miUei-s,  two  sawyers,  eight  drarymsn, 
nine  teamsters,  three  butchers,,  one  dyer  and  scourer,  one  jpm* 
smith,  one  watcbinnker,  one  turner,  one  baker,  one  upholsterer. 
^>lle    barber,  nhie  minislwsj  four    physicians,  two   lawyers,   twi- 
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Thtra  weM diippod of  Fkz Seed, ISdbbls. 

««  "•  Btmi  and  Shorts, 980,000    '' 

••  "  Hidae, 20,400    " 

"*  ^  Bacon, 212  hhda. 

While  the  imports  for  the  same  time  amounted  to — 

Merchandise, $148,600 

Pine  and  Oak  LumbeJ, 790,000  fett. 

Shingles, 1,120,000 

Square  Timber, 6,000  feet. 

Reaping  Machines, 42 

Laths, 810,000 

This  amount  of  business  may  seem  meager,  but  when  we  con- 
sider the  difficulties  under  which  wc  labored,  at  that  time,  having 
no  railroard  nor  other  communication  with  distant  markets  except 
St.  Louis,  by  the  Mississippi  river,  it  was  by  no  means  small. 
\Ve  were  upon  the  eve  of  a  brigliter  destiny,  a  general  prosperity. 
Oar  railroad  to  Chicago  had  come  to  be  a  settled  fact  Our  Stati^ 
had  gained  notoriety  abroad,  for  her  genial  climate  and  licr  rich 
and  valuable  lands,  and  the  year  1850  was  ushered  in  with  every 
prospect  of  better  times.  The  river  closed,  the  27th  November. 
Population  the  of  county,  five  thousand  and  five  hundred.  Twcn- 
ty-t'vo  thousand  acres  of  land  were  entered  this  year  in  the  cnunty. 

1850. — ^The  Sp  in^  ope.ied  early,  but  was  told  and  backward^ 
Grsss  did  not  start  until  nearly  May.  In  March  of  this  year,  Mr. 
Stronji^  Bumell  commenced  his  steam  saw  mill,  situated  on  the 
comer  of  Front  and  Scott  streetfi.  This  was  another  imporlaiit 
improvement^  and  a  great  acquisition  to  the  business  and  pros- 
perity of  the  city.  As  a  mechanic  and  a  man  of  genius  in  machin- 
ery, Mr.  liurnell  stands  high.  lie  came  to  Davenport  in  Ai)ril. 
1830,  with  a  complete  outfit  of  implements  and  stock  for  farminir^ 
His  first  Summer  was  spent  in  breaking  prtirie,  and  after  ftirmin;^' 
upon  the  prairies,  he  removed  into  the  village  with  the  conviction 
that  he  was  not  destined  for  a  farmer,  lie  then  commenced  Xnxs- 
ine.ss  in  the  li  le  of  his  trade  as  a  carpenter,  and  in  1841  built  tlic 
brick  house  that  now  stands  on  the  Sjutheast  corner  of  Sixth  uri<l 
IJrady  streets.  In  184*2,  he  received  the  appointnent  of  Deputy 
County  Surveyor.  In  the  Summer  of  1844,  he  built  the  Contrii  - 
gatioual  Church;  and  the  same  Autumn,  he  returned  to  MissacVAv- 
letts  and  remained  ne.iri/ fire  years.     In  1849,  on  \ua  T^iUvrti  Vv> 
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Dtveoport,  tt  the  cameBt;  HoIiciUuon  of  the  oitiaens  of  DaTen- 
port,  and  with  promises  of  asiistaoce,  he  commenced  his  mill, 
making  his  own  engine  at  Motine;  and  in  the  Sammer  of  1850, 
with  many  hard  struggles,  he  got  his  mill  raised  and  enclosed,  the 
machinery  in,  and  in  October,  set  It  running.  It  was  remodeled 
Hoon  after  and  moro  macliinery  added,  when  it  ran  with  much 
success,  clearing  the  first  three  and  a  halt' years  over  twenty -four 
thousand  dollars.  In  18*4,  the  mill  was  enlarged,  more  machin- 
ery added,  and  a  new  company  formed,  Burnell,  Gillett  &  Co. 
They  attached  a  sliingle  machine,  nash,  door,  and  blind  factory. 
It  was  propelled  by  tivo  engines  of  one  hundred  horse  power, 
employed  about  ninety  hands,  and  made  about  fifty  thousand  feet 
of  lumber  per  day.  Kiit  large  investment8  in  the  pine  regions, 
with  borrowed  capital,  speculations  in  real  estate,  and  bad  man- 
a:;enient  of  the  concern,  caused  a  failure  in  185B,  and  the  mill  stood 
idle.  Through  all  the  trials  and  difficnltics  that  Mr.  Burnell  has 
been  called  to  pass,  ho  has  maintained  unswerving  principle,  and 
stands  nnimpeached  in  his  moral  and  Cliristian  character. 

In  May  of  this  year,  Mr.  Le  Olaire  laid  out  his  fourth  addition 
t>  the  city  of  Davenport.  It  extended  from  the  East,  side  of 
liock  Island  street  to  the  West  side  of  Iowa  street,  South  of 
Soveulh  street  to  Second.  The  first  district  school  was  opened 
tliis  year  by  James  Thorington,  and  the  first  regular  book-store  by 
"W.  II.  Holmes.     The  Der  Demokrat,  a  German  newspaper,  was 
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eoantj  fubfloribed  S6ventj*fiv6  thousand  dollars  to  the  stock  in 
the  Chicago  and  Rook  Island  Railroad.  Basiness  men,  mer- 
chants, mechanics,  professional  men,  and  others,  began  to  settle 
here. 

1851. — In  February  of  this  year,  on  petition  of  citizens  of  Daven- 
port, the  Legislature  granted  a  new  city  charter.  There  was 
much  opposition  to  it  at  the  charter  election  and  it  succeeded  by 
a  vote  of  only  twenty-six  majority.  Charles  Weston,  Esq.,  was 
elected  Mayor  at  the  same  election  ;  Leonard,  Wygant,  and  Dr. 
Barrows,  Squires  j  E.  Cook  and  H.  Price,  Aldermen.  At  the 
August  election,  Wm.  Burris  was  elected  County  Judge,  and 
Harvey  Leonard,  Sheriff. 

The  fore  part  of  the  season  this  year  was  very  wet.  An  unu- 
sual amount  of  rain  foil ;  crops  were  backward.  Immigration  con- 
tinued to  come  in  slowly,  composed  mostly  of  those  who  designed 
settlement.  Much  prairie  was  broken  this  year,  and  considerable 
improvement  made  in  the  county.  Immigration  increased  over 
all  former  times.  In  July,  over  three  hundred  landed  at  one  time 
from  the  steamer  Wyoming,  all  Intending  to  settle  in  Scott 
county. 

The  cholera  was  very  bad  this  year.  About  thirty  of  the  citi- 
zens died  and  many  immigrants.  The  Le  Claire  Foundry  was 
started  this  year  in  June,  and  another  steam  saw  mill  called 
"Howard's  Mill,"  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city.  Davenport  now 
had  two  steam  saw  mills  and  two  steam  flouring  mills.  Pork  was 
worth  from  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  to  three  dollars  a  hundred. 
The  new  stone  Catholic  church  was  built  tliis  year,  the  Le  Claire 
House  enlarged  and  Cook  Ss  Sargent's  new  brick  exchange  office 
was  erected  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Second  streets.  A  large 
number  of  ])rivate  dwellings  were  built.  Merchants  and  mechan- 
ics had  sought  homes  here  until  houses  were  so  scarce  that  many 
left  the  city  for  want  of  room. 

The  pork  market  opened  this  fall  at  high  rates — four  dollars  a 
hundred  for  good  hogs.  In  October  of  this  year.  East  Davenport 
was  laid  out  into  lots  and  the  present  village  commenced.  In 
November,  William  liussell,  of  St.  Louis,  commenced  purchasing 
property  here,  which  gave  the  first  rise  in  property  that  ailerwards 
attained  lo  such  extravagant  prices. 

The  city  at  this  date,  contained  about  forty-five  stores.  Cook 
A  Sargent's  Addition  to  the  Town  of  DayQnport  wiainBAftliiD^ 
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year.  The  river  closed  on  the  leth  of  December.  Popnlaton  of 
the  city,  three  thooBand.  Nine  steam  establiahments  were  now-  in 
operation  in  thecity.  Orer  three  hundred  houaee  were  bnilt  ttiis 
season,  and  there  were  nine  organized  churchea,  and  eix  church 
Imildinga  in  the  city  at  the  close  of  iho  year.  Cotes  &  Davis' 
Planing  Mill  was  built,  and  CiiriBtie'e  Mill,  at  East  Davenport, 
was  also  erected  this  year,  and  the  first  wholeEale  grocery  was 
established  by  S.  Hirschel.  The  Second  Baptish  chnrch  was 
organized. 

1852.— On  the  22d  of  February,  Mr.  Le  Claire  laid  ont  his  Fifth 
Addition  to  the  City  of  Davenport,  containing  one  tier  of  blocks) 
between  Iowa  and  Le  Claire  streets,  below  Seventh  to  Second. 
The  river  opened  this  year,  on  the  4tli  of  March.  The  ice  had 
broken  up  several  times,  gorged  and  etoppcd.  Boats  were  in  wait- 
ing to  come  up  and  down  for  Eome  days,  the  river  being  clear  of 
jce  above  and  below.  On  the  3d  of  April,  snow  fell  to  the  depth 
of  six  or  eight  inches,  followed  by  sleet  which  weighed  down  the 
branches  of  the  trees  with  ice  until  many  limbs  were  broken.  On 
the  5th  of  April,  1851,  a  similar  snow  and  sleet  fell,  followed  by 
disagreeable,  cold  weather. 

On  the  I5th  of  April,  the  first  immigrants  arrived,  and  were  fol- 
lowed by  large  numbers,  both  by  land  and  water. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  the  comer  stone  of  Trinity  church  waslaid, 

on  the  comer  of  Fifth  and  Reck  Island  streets,  by  Bishop  Kemper. 

was  Bome  cholera  tiiis  year.     The  steam  I'ciry  boat  n 


IMSj  riorarvfr  <ov  tctftt  ll$ 

TuU  of  interest  to«the  people  of  Davenport  ittiuy  of  the  old  citi 
teuB^  who  had  for  yetits  been  tiVing  on  iti  h6pe  and  confidence, 
now  began  to  feel  all  their  mol^t  sanguine  wishes  gratified.  The 
Rock  Island  and  Chicago  Road  was  near  completion,  and  the  fir:^ 
locomotive  was  soon  expected  to  stand  upon  the  banks  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  sending  Its  shrill  whistle  across  the  mighty  stream, 
and  longing  for  its  Westward  flight  across  the  prairies  of  Iowa. 
The  occasion  was  oue  of  universal  rejoicing.  A  great  and  impor- 
tant object  had  been  accomplished  for  our  city,  our  county  and 
<mr  State.  As  Mr.  Le  Claire,  who  was  selected  to  perform  the 
ceremony  of  removing  the  first  ground,  came  forward,  pulling  off 
his  coat  and  taking  the  wheel-barrow  and  spade,  he  was  greeted 
by  a  most  tremendous  and  hearty  cheer.  The  ceremony  took 
place  near  the  corner  of  Fifth  and  Rock  Island  streets.  A  large 
procession  was  formed  of  citizens,  Odd  Fellows  and  musicians. 
The  dinner  was  served  at  the  Le  Claire  House,  by  Mr.  Lowry,  and 
the  occasion  was  one  long  to  be  remembered.  A  vote  was  taken, 
in  September,  in  regard  to  the  county  taking  stock  in  the  road. 
There  were  but  three  hundred  and  nine  votes  cast,  and  out  of 
these  but  two  were  against  subscribing  to  the  stock.  The  amount 
taken  by  the  city  was  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  by  the  county 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  by  indi- 
vidual snbscription. 

The  Le  Claire  Foundry  was  burned  in  August.  An  Express 
and  Telegraph  OflBce  was  opened  this  year.  The  population  in 
the  city  was  forty-five  hundred.  The  sixth  addition  to  the  city  of 
Davenport  "by  Mr.  Le  Claire  was  made  this  Autumn,  extending 
from  Le  Claire  street  to  Farnam,  south  of  Seventh  to  the  river. 

The  city  ofiicers  elected  this  year  were  John  A.  Boyd,  Mayor; 
R.  K.  Allen,  Clerk ;  Sam'l  Parker,  Marshal ;  J.  Drake,  Treasurer. 
The  Aldermen  were,  A.  VVeigand,  John  Weeks,  John  P.  Cook, 
Joseph  Kingerlee,  Hiram  Price  and  Wm.  Gray.  The  progress  of 
the  city  was  rapid ;  the  immigration  continued  with  but  little 
abatement,  and  the  city  and  county  filled  up  with  many  enterpris- 
ing citizens,  and  we  began  to  assume  the  appearance  of  a  real 
<'ity  in  form  and  fact. 

1854. — On  the  12d  of  February  of  this  year,  the  long  contem- 
plated Railroad  from  Chicago  to  Rock  Island  was  completed,  and 
by  it  the  Atlandc  and  Mississippi  were  united.  As  it  might  well 
be  expected^  it  was  a  day  of  jubilee  to  the  resideutA  of  tii^  \3^'(^ 
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Sliasisaippi.  For  years,  the  more  enterpriBingfaad  looked  fonrftni 
to  the  time  when  wo  should  be  placed  in  connection  by  railway 
with  the  East  For  years  had  the  settlers  been  dependent  on  the 
river  navigation  for  all  their  cornmcrcial  wants,  and  beun  subject 
to  long  and  tedious  routes  to  the  Atlantic  seaboard.  It  was  no 
wonder,  then,  that  it  was  a  day  of  general  rejoicing.  I  can  no 
better  represent  the  occasion  than  by  copying  an  article  from  the 
Chicago  Prets  on  that  occasion : 

"  On  Wednesday  last,  the  22d  inst,  that  event  looked  forward 
to  for  years  with  so  much  interest  by  our  citizens — the  connection 
of  the  Missis^pipi  with  Lake  Michigan  by  a  continuous  line  of 
railroad — was  ooi»suni mated.  The  honor  of  aiTiving  first  at  this 
goal  belongs  to  the  Chicago  and  Rock  Island  road — an  honor,  by 
the  way,  well  worthy  the  Herculean  efforts  which  have  been  made 
to  achieve  it.  In  February,  1851,  the  Legislature  chartered  a 
conip.tny.  In  October  of  the  same  year,  the  contract  for  its  con- 
struction and  equipment  was  tiken.  In  April,  1862,  the  first  tsti- 
inate  for  work  upon  it  was  paid;  and  in  February,  1854,  three 
years  from  its  charter,  and  twenty-two  months  alter  ground  had 
been  broken  upon  it,  the  work  is  completed,  and  cars  are  running 
daily  ita  entire  length,  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  miles !  This 
is  certamly  a  proud  monument  to  all  n-Iio  have  been  Instrumental 
in  pushing  the  work  forward  to  completion,  and  espeeially  so  to 
those  sagacious  and  eneigetio  men  who  have  had  it  in  special 
charge,  Messrs.  Shbffikld  and  Fabnam." 

During  this  winter  theie  was  but  little  snow  and  no  rain.  The 
wdather  was  mild ;    the  atmosphere  pure  and  clear ;  roads  good. 
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ed  aboat  thirteen  thousand.  The  onward  progress  of  both  city 
aad  county  for  three  years  had  been  such,  that  all  looked  for  better 
times.  The  "Great  River"  was  to  be  spanned  this  year  by  a  bridge  ; 
The  increase  of  population  created  a  great  demand  for  dwelling 
houses,  stores,  and  workshops.  Labor  of  all  kinds  was  in  demand. 
The  railroad  westward  was  to  go  on  with  increased  exertions. 
Money  began  to  be  plenty.  Emigration  began  to  pour  in  at  tho 
opening  of  Spring ;  and  the  streets  of  Davenport  seemed  thronged 
with  strangers.  Material  for  building  was  scarce.  There  was 
but  little  or  no  seasoned  lumber  in  the  city.  Alllumberfor  build- 
ing had  to  be  ordered  at  the  mills,  or  shipped  from  other  ports. 
Rents  began  to  be  scarce  and  high,  and  tamilics  who  had  been 
the  occupants  of  spacious  dwellings  in  otlier  places,  were  now 
crowded  into  small  apartments,  until  new  ones  could  be  built. 

This  year,  the  Le  Claire  Row  was  finished,  and  also  the  block 
from  Main  to  Brady  streets.  Witherwaxs  and  Orr's  building  was 
completed;  the  Second  Baptist  Church  erected,  and  the  Ladies' 
College  buift  by  T.  IL  Codding,  Esq.  The  Davon[>ort  Commer- 
cial, a  newspaper  was  started  by  N.  IL  Parker.  The  first  exten- 
sive wholesale  iron  and  hardware  store  was  opened  by  T.  Close 
&  Co.  Daily  lines  of  stages  began  to  run  to  Iowa  Ci^y,  Tipton 
and  Cedar  Rapids.  Another  foundry  was  started  by  Davis,  Boyd 
&  Co.  Renwick  &  Son  built  ihcir  saw-mill.  Tfie  Davenport 
Gas-Light  and  Coke  Company  was  organized.  Luse  So  Coles 
opened  the  first  exclusive  job  and  printing  oflice  in  this  city. 
Hildreth  &  Dalloon's  steam  flouring  mill  at  Easi  Davenport  was 
put  in  operation  this  year. 

We  had  been  placed  in  direct  communication  with  the  East,  by 
railroad  and  telegraph.  On  the  firjrt  of  Sej)teniber,  the  corner 
8tone  was  laid  of  the  Bridge,  which  aroused  the  jealousy]  of  St. 
Louis,  that  had  heretofore  enjoyed  unmolested  the  commerce  of 
the  Great  West.  And  not  cnly  haJ  the  Company  to  contend  with 
St  Loms,  that  seemed  to  think  that  she  had  indisi)Utable  right  to 
all  the  commerce  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  unmolested,  but  obsta- 
cles were  thrown  in  the  way  by  those  who  were  in  power,  by 
ordering  the  United  States  Marshal  to  prevent  all  oi)erations  on 
the  Island,  probably,  for  fear  that  a  bridge  across  the  Mississippi 
at  this  point,  would  interfere  with  the  prospects  of  a  "  Southern 
Pacific  Railroad.'*    Congress  had  made  appropriations  tot  v^moN . 
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ing  obstraoUons  in  the  r&pids  of  the  HiasUeippi  river  at  thia  place. 
The  surveys  ot  the  channel  bad  been  made,  and  the  coDtraots  let. 

On  the  2Uth  of  June,  Mr.  Lc  Claire  laid  ont  his  seventh  addi- 
tion to  the  city  of  Davenport,  extending  from  Rock  Island  street 
toF;irnani,noith  of  Seventh  and  south  of  Ninth  street.  Hon.  James 
llrant  was  Mayor,  B.  B,  Woodward,  Clerk ;  L.  J.  Center,  Mar- 
shal ;  L,  B.  Collamer,  Treasnrer,  The  Aldermen  wore,  H.  Wil- 
liclme,  G.  G.  Afndt,  Charles  J.  H.  Eyser,  E.  A.  GerdtJien,  B. 
Atkinson,  D.  P.  Mcltown,  H.  11.  Smith,  E.  Cook,  Wm.  Barris, 
and  A,  A.  McLoskey.     Four  hundred  houses  erected  thia  year. 

1855, — The  ye.ir  1855,  was  but  a  continuation,  and  carrying  out 
of  the  plans  and  progress  of  1854.  Emi£;ration  increased,  Rents 
were  high  and  houses  scarce.  Sis  hundred  houses  were  erected. 
The  imports  on  the  first  of  February,  amounted  to  eight  hundred 
iiud  thirty  hogsbcads  and  six  hundred  and  thirty-seven  barrels  of 
sug.ir;  molasses,  eiirlitecn  hundred  and  forty-two  barrels;  four 
Jiwiidrcd  and  seventy-three  barrels  of  viiicg.ir,  forty-one  hundred 
and  twenty-six  barrels  of  salt,  two  hundred  and  nincty-4wo  barrels 
of  cement,  four  hundred  and  seventy  sacks  oi  salt,  twelve  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight  sacks  of  coffee,  eleven  iinndred  and  seventy- 
live  sacks  of  dried  fruit,  and  one  thousand  barrels  of  apples.  Tho 
exports  amounted  t'>  thirty  thousand  bushels  of  wheat,  forty  thou- 
sand .-ind  seven  hundred  bushels  of  barley,  sixty  thousand  bushels 
■  ■f  corn,  twenty-nine  ttiousand  bushels  of  potatoes,  twenty-one 

msarul  bushels  of  onions,  thirty  thousand  one  liun.lrod  and  fifty 
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money  was  plenty,  it  commanded  high  rates  of  interest  for  invest- 
ment  in  lands  and  improvements  in  the  city. 

The  East  end  of  the  Le  Claire  Block  was  finished  this  year. 
Many  beoutifnl  residences  were  built  upon  the  bluffs.  Amoni; 
them  were  Messrs.  Price's,  Dillon's  and  Dessaint's.  The  Gcorire 
L.  Davenport  Block,  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Second  street?, 
and  several  steam  manufactories  were  erected.  The  city  limits 
were  enlarged  so  as  to  include  North  Davenport.  At  the  city 
election  in  April,  EnosTichenor  was  elected  Mayor ;  B.  B.Wood- 
ward, Clerk ;  Sam'l  Parker,  Marshal ;  Wm.  Van  Tuyl,  Treasurer. 
Aldermen,  G.  G.  Arndt,  G.  C.  R.  Mitchell,  E.  A.  Gerdtzeii, 
Charles  I.  II.  Eyser,  D.  P.  McKown,  Austin  Corbin,  E,  Cook,  H. 
Price,  A.  A.  McLoskey,  A.  II.  Owens,  Joseph  Lambrite,  Samuel 
Saddoris.  The  population,  in  March  of  this  year,  was  estimated 
at  eight  thousand.  Upon  the  passage  of  the  Prohibitory  Licpior 
Law  in  April,  by  a  vote  of  the  people  of  the  county,  there  were 
nineteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven  votes  polled.  A  Tern  per  an(  e 
ticket  was  formed  at  the  Au<iust  election,  at  which  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty-one  votes  were  polled  in  the  county.  Wra.  L  Cook 
was  elected  County  Judge,  Harvey  Leonard,  Sheriff;  James 
McCosh,  liecorder. 

The  total  receipts  into  the  Treasury  ending  March  17th,  185G, 
were  forty-one  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars 
and  thirty-one  cents ;  and  total  expenditures  forty  thousand  fivi* 
hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents ;  leaving  a  balance 
in  the  Treasury  of  five  hundred  and  nijiety-one  dollars  and  eighty- 
one  cents.  The  county  at  this  date  owned  as  assets,  fifty- nine 
thousand  and  four  hundred  dollars  worth  of  stock  in  the  Rock 
Island  and  Chicago  Railroad,  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars 
in  the  Mississi^^pi  and  Missouri  Rail  Road,  while  at  the  same  time 
their  liabilities  were  for  subscription  to  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
tive  thousand  dollars  worth  of  stock  in  the  Mississippi  and  i\Ii»- 
Houri  Rail  Road,  and  forty-four  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars 
and  sixty-five  cents  interest  money  on  the  same. 

The  amount  of  taxable  property  in  the  county  by  assessment, 
was  fonr  millions,  four  hundred  and  eightyjthousand  dollars. 

1856. — Crops  of  all  kinds  were  abundant  this  year,  and  com- 
manded a  good  price.  The  lumber  trade  Imd  become  very  ex- 
tensive. The  sales  in  this  city  alone  this  year  amoanted  to 
npwards  of  seventeen  miJlioii,  ibnr  hundred  and  liveiklv  XVio^qa^ii^ 
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feet,  andnoarlr  aeven  millions  of  lath.  Ten  million  feet  of  Inmber 
were  mannfactnred  in  the  city  ;  the  balance  came  from  Chicago, 
and  was  rafted  down  the  river.  Twenty  thoasand  eight  hundred 
hogs  wore  paakcd,  and  over  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  bush' 
els  of  wheat  were  purchased  in  our  market,  on  the  21st  of  April, 
the  first  locomotive  came  across  the  bridge.  Lo  Claire's  eighth 
addition  to  the  ciiy  of  Davenport  was  laid  out,  on  the  26tb  of 
Miirch  of  this  year.  It  extended  from  Perry  street  to  Farnam,  all 
lying  North  of  Ninth  street  to  the  line  of  "  Le  Claire's  Reserve." 

At  the  city  election  in  April,  G.  C.  II.  Mitchell  was  elected 
Mayor ;  Win.  Hall,  Clerk  ;  Sam'!  Sylvester,  Treasurer ;  and  John 
II.  Taylor,  Marshal,  The  Aldermen  were,  James  O'Brien,  John 
Schutt,  C.  I.  H.  Eyser,  A,  Smallfield,  Austin  Corbin,  James  M, 
Howling,  Hiram  Price,  John  Forest,  Wm.  S.  Kinsey,  S.  K.  Bark- 
ley,  Sani'l  Saddoris,  Joseph  Larabrite.  At  the  August  election, 
N.  J.  Rusch  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  Messrs.  Rogers, 
Wing  and  Barner  Representatives.  J.  W.  Stewart  was  elected 
Prosecuting  Attorney,  and  .1.  D.  Patton,  Clerk  of  District  CourL 
A  vote  was  taken  and  carried  for  a  Convention  to  form  a  new 
State  Constitution,  and  George  W.  Ells  was  elected  Delegate. 
The  year  ended  in  the  full  tide  of  commerce,  spcculationand 
e.vcitoment. 

1837. — At  the  spring  election.  Gen.  G.  B.  Sargent  was  elected 
M.iyor;  II.  W.  Mitchell,  Marshal ;  John  Johns,  Police  Magistrate; 
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HitchcU  was  an  independent  candidate  for  Districi  Judge,  and 
was  elected. 

In  our  city  affairs,  everything  seemed  prosperous.  The  opening 
of  our  railroad,  the  constructing  of  the  bridge  across  the  Missis- 
sippi, the  public  expenditures  upon  the  rapids,  all  had  a  tendency 
to  invite  strangers  to  our  city.  Money  was  plenty,  investments  of 
all  kinds  were  made,  merchants  and  mechanics  were  all  busy,  and 
the  laboring  man  found  ready  employment  at  good  wages.  The 
public  works  upon  our  streets,  the  building  of  Metropolitan  Hall 
by  JL  B.  Hill,  Esq.,  the  erection  of  the  banking  house  of  Cook  & 
Sargent,  and  the  private  residence  of  E.  Cook,  Esq.,  the  engine 
house  and  numerous  other  private  and  public  buildings,  scarcely 
inferior  to  any  in  the  West,  all  combined  to  draw  men  and  means 
to  this  city.  Improvements  beyond  all  former  years  were  begun 
and  carried  to  completion.  From  the  Ist  of  August,  1850,  to  the 
close  of  this  year,  1857,  over  thirteen  hxmdred  houses  were  erected 
within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city. 

Gen.  Sargent,  the  Mayor,  in  his  "inaugural,"  recommended  the 
most  extensive,  if  not  the  most  extravagant  improvements. 
Among  which,  were  the  grading  and  filling  a  steamboat  landing  ; 
the  grading  and  filling  of  Brady  street ;  the  same  between  Han*ison 
and  Brady;  the  mecadamizing  of  the  levee;  the  construction  of 
water  works  for  the  use  of  the  city  ;  lire  engines  and  apparatus 
with  engine  house ;  stock  taken  in  the  "Davenport  Oas  Light  and 
Coke  Co,"  and  the  streets  liglited  with  gas;  a  city  hospital  and  a 
city  prison;  a  city  hall,  and  other  improvements  in  the  city. 
Elections  were  held,  loans  voted  for,  and  the  bonds  of  the  city 
issued  and  sold.  Appropriations  were  made  fo**  many  of  these 
improvements. 

•  At  the  close  of  1857,  two  miles  of  street  had  been  macadamized, 
four  and  a  half  miles  of  gas  i>ipe  had  been  laid  and  over  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  street  lamps  erected,  and  thirteen  miles  of  sidewalk 
laid.  In  this  estimate,  none  of  tl  e  :mprovements  made  extended 
to  East  or  North  Davenport,  except  Brady  street  to  Locust.  All 
other  improvements  in  these  two  places  have  been  made  since. 
The  sidewalks  now  laid  in  the  city  extend  over  twenty  miles. 
About  one  thousand  houses  were  erected. 

From  the  Treasurer's  report  rendered  the  31st  of  March,  thert? 
appears  a  nominal  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  forty-four  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sorentydght  dollars  and  fifteen  e^uV^*   "^  ^•. 
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bare  sppend  the  report  in  ontw  to  exhilnt  at  this  date,  tba  finao- 

nal  oonditioD  of  the  city. 


CITY  TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

AB3TB\CT   OF   BECEIPTS. 

Bituics  racaivad  from  Tnuurer  \as<  year $3^Cd  OS 

Uivideads  on  Cbicsga  vid  Rock  UUod  lUilroftd  Stock, fi.MO  00 

Taies  in  Aire&r  for  ye»r  1855, 1,048  OB 

Itoad  fund  in  MToar.in  1835, 1,8-19  75 

City  Clack  Licenses,  Genetory  Lot  j,  &c., 434  45 

Miyor  for  fines, C8  00 

Redemption  of  Lot  fur  TaxM 3  00 

Marshal  Taxes  far  1850, 14,000  39 

Ileal  Kitate  oirners  on  account  paving  Main  etraet 718  SO 

Ileal  Estate  oirnoTd  Miicadaroizing  Front  Bireat, 1,G02  08 

Si!e  of  ten  Ciiy  Bond  loans  ofl856, 8,000  ft) 

Sale  of  eighty-faur  shares  Chicago  and  Kock  Inland  Kiil  Koad 

Stock, 8,400  00 

Ttto  frotional  s'lares  Chicago  and  Rock  lalandjRail  Road  Stock,  100  OU 

DUidends  on  UiMissippi  and  Riil  Road  Stock 3,643  00 

f4S,4f»  07 

AB&TBAUT  or  EXFENIMTVBBS. 

Currant  eipenses  as  per  city  orders, |7,247  12 
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SOnSDVLS  OF^PBOPBRTr  BXLOWOIXO  TO  THB  CITr  CITY  OT  DLYRX* 

POBTy  MARCH   31,    1857. 

27  Shares  Chicago  aq  I  Rock  IsUnd  Riil  R)ad  Stock,  at  $100  2,700  00 

Interest  Scrip  Mis.sUsippi  and  Missouri  Rail  Road  Company, . .  54  14 

40  shares  Darunport  Gas-Light  and  Coke  Company, 1,000  OU 

162  shires  Mississippi  aid  Missouri  Rail  Road  Stock  at  $100,.  1G.200  00 

£UimatedariK>untdue  from  County  Treasurer  to  Road  fund,. .  4,000  Oo 

Due  from  R^al  Bstato  owners  on  Main  street, 1,845  00 

Dae  from  R  i%\  P^state  ownerj  oci  Fr  )at  street, 60  90 

Cash  in  the  Treasury, 8,384  0^ 

City  Tax  List  for  1850, , 1,900  00 

Dae  from  City  Clerk, 634  00 

$39,778  15 
Deduct  estimated  oxpenditix^sduo  and  QMiturin^, 5,000  00 

L^avmg  nominally  a  balance  over  indebtedness,. $44,778  15 

The  assessed  property  ot  the  city  at  thin  tinfie  amounted  to  five 
million  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  andmnety-one  dol- 
lars. Such  had  been  the  increise  since  1851,  when  it  aniountecf 
to  o«ly  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  in  1854,  to  one  and  » 
lialf  million,  and  in  1855  three  millions,  and  1856  tliree  and  a  half 
millions.  The  |>optrlalion  bad  increased  to  eiiijhteen  thousand ; 
real  estate  ha  I  steadly  risen  %o  "  New  York  prices,"  and  all  tluj 
elements  of  prosperity  seenusil  sure  and  lasting.  The  year  wan 
ou.i  of  uncommon  energy  and  life.  But  few  tliat  desired  business 
or  labor  could  be  found  out  of  employment. 

Some  dissatisfaction  arose  among  the  residents  and  owners  of 
j>roperty  on  Ftlh  street,  on  account  of  tluj  non-fulfillment  of  tilic 
contract  on  tli«  part  of  the  Mississsippi  and  Missouri  Kailroad  to 
grade  and  pave  the  street  for  thj  right  of  way.  This  w.is  agita- 
ted, a'ldtlio  Mayor  recommended  Ike  City  Council  to  pro-socute  the 
Railroad  Company  without  delay,  and  suit  was  orden'd,  wlit'ir 
the  CX)mpany  offered  filly  thousand  dollars  ia  their  Boii'is,  issued 
upon  the  third  divisio<i  of  their  road  West,  lor  a  release  of  their 
contract.  To  tlie  astonishment  of  parties  iiitereitvd,  llie  propohi- 
tion  WAS  accepted  by  the  Council,  and  the  Hail  Koad  Company 
were  released.  Since  which  time  suit  has  been  brought  to  invalid 
4ate  the  acts,  not  only  of  the  Council  who  granted  the  riglit  of 
v»y  to  the  Coinpaayy  but  to  the  Council  oi  1351  ^  n?\\o  Y^\^9i;&ui 
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them  from  their  contract.  A  Iat«  decision  of  the  Sapreme  Court 
of  Iowa,  in  a  case  wherein  the  City  of  Dubnqae  brought  suit 
against  the  proprietor  of  an  ndjacont  lot  for  digging  out  ialo  tho 
street  in  order  to  make  a  coal  or  wood  scuttle,  decided  "  that  the 
fee  in  the  public  streets  of  Iowa  belong  to  the  adjacent  lots,  to  the 
contro  of  the  itroct.  That  tho  public  have  a  fee  in  the  highway, 
only  for  its  use  ns  a  highway,  and  tljat  corporations  have  no  such 
interest  in  the  streets  as  will  empower  them  to  use,  or  permit  them 
to  be  tis«d  for  .any  other  purposes  than  a  highway. 

We  copy  from  tho  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Tradein  thia 
city)  tho  following  statistics,  showing  the  progress  of  business,  in 
tlio  different  branches  of  trade  up  to  the  close  of  the  year. 

"The  footings  in  some  of  the  principal  branches  of  trade,  for 
tho  year  ending  December  Hist,  1857,  show  an  aggregate  in  th'.' 
same  of  $U,4»5,B12  21.     Ofthis  amount 

(6,639,7-14  2S  hns  bo. n  Banking  nn J  Exchange; 
a,G38,683  57  Sales  of  Merchindiu'; 
1,108,000  00  Siiha  of  Oram  snJ  rrovisions ; 
833,000  00  Silos  or CoaaigDDientt  and  ('arivanling) 
TOI.OuO  00  Hanufscturing  not  estimnUd  in  snlfs; 
4.50,031)  O'l  Freight  and  Cartage  i 
055,400  au  Lumber,  Doors,  Sash,  clc, 

Thc'Bauking  Departmenlshows  an  aggregate  of  80, Cie,73T  31 
for  Exchange,  and  $l,fla3,00tj  04  for  Discounts. 
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<^M«l•«li•, 25,000  00  1%000 

Sl0fM,  HouM  FaraiahiDg,  •le.f 136,000  00  UfifHi 

Afliortod  Mordundise, 116,S00  00  16,000 

ToImooomuI  Cigars, 59,000  00  14,000 

Wiott  Mid  Liquors, 18,500  00         7,000 

~-  —         _ 

Totml  Stock  on  hand, s..s..ss...  $818,700 

Owing  to  the  monetary  diAcalties,  which  came  vpoii  us  so  Bn^- 
Acnlf  in  October,  there  has  been  a  falling  cfS  in  all  branches  of 
trade.  In  no  department  have  the  figures  been  so  effected  as  in 
Banking.  Daring  sixty  of  the  last  last  ninety  days,  exchange 
has  not  been  procurable  at  any  price,  or  under  any  circuiu- 
stacces,  except  in  very  small  sums.  Notwithstanding  this,  our 
local  business  has  sufL^red  far  less  diiKiQUtioA  than  was  at  tiiiit 
apprehoniled. 

Careful  inquiries  have  developed  tlie  fact  beyond  dispute  that, 
during  tlio  last  fe\v  months,  wo  have  had  important  accessions  to 
our  trade,  from  various  sections  of  the  country  hitherto  tribiitiiry 
to  other  poinlF.  It  is  presuming  very  little  to  hay,  that  the  a-c-- 
i|naintanci'S  thus  formed,  cannot  but  result  mutually  advautagoou^. 
Whether  the  first  introduction  was  the  result  of  purely  superior 
inducemeuts  in  stock  and  prices,  which  our  merchants  are  ever 
ready  to  offer,  or  more  directly  the  effect  of  the  local  curr«K^y>, 
that  has  been  so  exclusively  the  agent  of  our  transactions,  is  not 
left  for  decision  here,  and  indeed  it  is  no  matter,  having  gained 
so  much  of  a  point,  it  only  remains  to  retain  it. 

The  high  price  of  exchange  has  operated  more  manifestly  upon 
the  stocks  of  grocers,  in  tl%e  articles  of  coffee,  sugar  and  molasses, 
and  has  maintained  the  price  ot  these  articles,  at  quotations  much 
above  the  ordinary  margin  betwecti  this  And  Eastern  and  South- 
ern markets^  The  indications  being  favorable  for  a  speed y  e(iual> 
nation  of  funds,  we  may  rcaisonably  hope  for  an  improvement  in 
these  articles^  and  a  corresponding  incre^e  of  sales  of  the  same. 

The  cstin&ates  of  Grain  and  Provisions  exhibit  as  follows : 

BusheU  Wheat, 1,019.005. . . .  .Value $509,OO(^ 

do      Barley, 34,000 do s  ia,i^«xi 

lUrreis  Flour, 175,800 do. *  • » . . . S7l),<A)0 

Tons  shipped  stuff, 8,640 do 120,(Un> 

Bu^ds  of  PoUtoes, 20,000 do 5,0u<i 

do      OnkHU, • 25,000 do U^^uvi 

BftmliPork, 8,500 do t>^,v^vj 

nraviKfom, 1,280 An il,^^*^ 

a 


180 


[MOfl 


Of  the  itlieat  rcoefret!  daring  the  eoniprised  period,  there  ^«ro 
inaniifactured  into  flunr  eight  hundred  and  MTenty'Dine  thousand 
barrels. 

The  number  of  hogs  packed  at  this  point  was  thirteen  thousand' 

The  estimated  value  ot  the  same,  alter  atlowlng  for  the  wheat 
etc.,  maoafactnred,  is  one  million,  one  hunted  and  fifty-eight 
ihonsand  dotlnrs. 

The  Coramiaaion  and  Forwarding  Basiness,  with  an  aggregal* 
<'['threehnndrcd  and  fifty-three  thonaand  dollars,  ehowsao  advance' 
litr  freight  and  charges  of  one  Jiundred  and  fifty  tbotiRand  dollars. 

The  following  list  of  differeut  bratii:bes  of  manufactures  sbowft 
for 

Agriculturml  f mplemcnts |49,0DO 

Itoots  inii  Shoes, tO.OOu 

ISook  Binding,  Printing,  etc 108,000 

lUkerici  and  Confectioner j, SS.OOO 

Clothing, 28,000 

L'«iTi»g»»,  Wwons,  ale. aT.OO* 

Furniture  «nd  Hattrefsex, B7,O0O 

t'loM,  Gsstingsapd  Iron  Work, SOS.OOO 

I'lints,  Oils,  etc., 4,00« 

Stove  Furnishing,  etc, 10,0& 

I'Ooperige,    ; 10S,1SO 

Lumber,  Swh,  etc., t85,I64 

V'loar,  Feed,  etc. 967,000 
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the  firit  aettlen  of  the  eouatjr,  and  E.  Ck>ok,  Esq.,  witf  fleo|#d 
ehairmaD,  and  Jdhn  L.  Oofin,  Secretary  of  the  Bieettng.  Ai  thU 
meeting,  an  Association  was  formed,  a  preamble  and  resolotiens 
were  pasted,  and  Antoine  Le  Claire  elected  the  first  President 
At  a  second  meeting,  on  the  SOlh  of  January,  a  Constitution  and 
By-Laws  tor  the  Society  were  presented,  approved  and  adopted, 
and  the*  Pioneer  Settlers^  Association  was  duly  organized.  The 
Constitution  provides  for  an  annual  Festival,  to  be  held  on  the 
S2d  of  February  of  each  year,  the  first  of  which  came  off,  at  the 
Burtis  House,  on  the  22d  of  that  month.  It  was  an  occasion  of 
deep  interest  to  the  Old  Settlers,  who  had  braved  the  storms  of 
many  winters,  and,  for  long  years  of  poverty  and  exile,  watched 
with  anxiety  the  slow  but  sure  results  of  their  trials  and  hardships. 
The  honor  of  dedicating  the  spacious  building  in  which  the  Festi- 
val was  held,  was  conferred  upon  the  Association,  and  the  most 
magnificent  entertainment  was  prepared  by  Dr.  Burtis,  the  pro- 
prietor, that  probably  ever  graced  a  table  in  the  city  of  Davenport. 
The  meeting  was  a  happy  one  to  all  parties.  The  number  present 
on  the  occasion,  including  invited  guests,  composed  of  the  Pres9 
and  Clerg}%  was  not  far  from  eight  hundred.  It  was  a  gathering 
sach  as  never  had  been  seen  before  this  side  the  Mississippi  river. 
The  lion.  John  P.  Cook  delivered  the  Annual  Address.  A  goldr 
headed  cane,  made  from  a  native  growth  ot  hickory,  way  present? 
ed  to  the  President  by  the  Hon,  John  F.  Dillon,  as  insignia  of  his 
ofliee,  with  the  name  of  the  Sjciety  and  its  first  President  enjgrav- 
ed  upon  it 

It  was  a  noble  sight  to  look  upon,  as  the  vast  assembly  were 
gathered  in  the  spacious  dining  hall^  where  ihe  greetings  took 
place.  None  but  those  present  can  ever  realize  the  scenes  ef  that 
interview.  There  was  no  loud  and  boisterous  mirth,  but  a  still, 
subdued  hum  of  voices  that  told  the  deep  and  silent  thought. 
The  aged  Pioneer  was  there  with  his  whitened  locks  and  bowe<i 
head,  and  as  the  earnest  gaze,  the  familiar  nod,  the  grasping  hand 
were  passed  from  one  to  another,  the  silent  tear  would  trickle* 
down  the  furrowed  cheek  unforbidden.  The  weary  soldiers  met 
that  night  It  was  a  manliness  to  weep.  The  battles  had  been 
fonght,  the  victory  won,  and  as  the  Pioneer  fathers  and  mothers 
met,  after  years  of  toil  and  separation,  it  was  meet  that  their  tears 
and  sympathies  should  mingle  at  one  common  altar,  as  they  rc- 
oouated  the  trials  ^od  bardsbips  through  wbich  they  Viad  ^«jbi^^<X  ^ 


ami  eiHei  lo  nmembninoe  the  name  of  some  lored  one  wbo,  in 
the  "heat  and  harden  of  the  daj,"  had  been  laid  awsj  in  earth** 
last  rvsthig  place. 

^e  rich  lepafft  was  Ber\-cd,  speeches  were  made,  toaata  dmnk 
nntil  a  late  boar,  when  the  gathering  broke  np.  Long  will  the 
first  meeting  of  the  lloneer  Suttlers'  Assoeiation  be  remembered. 
Friends  met  on  this  occosicm  that  liad  not  seen  each  otber  for 
twenty  years.  Many  came  trom  the  adjmning  counties  and  States, 
^rho  had  been  absent  for  years,  and  could  scarcely  recognise  the 
once  little  village  of  Davenport. 

I^e  second  Vestiral  was  held  in  1859,  at  the  Bnrtis  Honse,  and 
the  rennion  vas  pleasant  and  agreeable,  answering  the  most  san- 
iruine  expectations  of  the  Association.  A.  Le  Claire  was  still  the 
President.  Tltc  Annual  Address  was  delivered  by  W.  Barrows. 
The  attendance  was  not  so  large  as  the  year  previous,  hnt  was  a 
most  faappy  meeting  for  the  Pioneers, 

The  year  opened  with  the  financial  crisis  close  upon  ns.  The 
East  was  but  slowly  recovering  from  a  severe  commercial  panic, 
and  looked  upon  the  W^ai  with  suspicion.  Eastern  capitalists 
had  invested  largely  here,  and  some  of  them  had  purchased  at 
iiriwarrnnted  rate!>,  during  the  inflated  prices  of  real  estate.  Mer- 
chants and  manufacturers,  who  had  been  doing  business  on  bor- 
rowed capital  at  high  rates  of  interest,  found  themselves  suddenly 
bankrupt.    The  farming  portions  of  the  oounty  were  brought  to  a 
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and  Hftlltt  KHbonni,  Clerk.  The  Aldermen  were  J.  IL  Oaiiiion^ 
I.  P.  Ooates,  Theodore  Goelieh,  Henry  Ramming,  Anstin  Oorbin, 
James  Mackintosh,  Thomas  H.  Morley,  John  C  Washbnm,  €(eo. 
E.  HnbbeUf  James  O'Brien,  Robert  Christies  and  I.  EL  Sears. 
This  year  was  one  of  maoh  financial  distress.  Money  became 
very  scarce,  and  the  agricultural  products  failed. 

For  the  census  returns  of  the  county  for  the  year  1858,  we  dip 
the  foUowinp^  from  the  Davenport  Gazette  of  June  9, 1859,  as  fur- 
nished by  Mr.  Giffbrd,  Clerk  of  the  District  Court 

CsKSXTS  FOB  Scott  Countt. — We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Gifford 
for  the  census  returns  of  this  county  for  1858,  from  which  we  learn 
that  the  total  population  was,  males,  13,507;  females,  12,344;  total, 
25,861.  Number  entitled  to  vote,  5,108;  of  militia,  5,501 ;  of  for- 
eigners not  naturalized,  1,751 ;  between  the  ages  of  5  and  21  years, 
7,859.  Whole  number  of  dwelling  houses,  4,998  ;  against  1,386, 
as  reported  by  the  census  of  1856.  Number  of  acres  of  improved 
land,  124,499;  against  74,226  of  1856,  and  increase  of  over  50,000. 
This  leaves  48,171  acres  in  our  county  unimproved. 

A  new  feature  presented  by  this  census  report  over  that  of  1856, 
is  the  number  qf  acres,  46,  devoted  to  Sorghum,  and  the  quantity 
of  molassess  manufactured,  3,005  gallons.  The  present  year  will 
see  a  vast  increase  in  this  article.  Another  new  production,  intro- 
duced since  the  last  census  returns,  is  that  of  Hungarian  grass. 
Last  season,  there  were  461  acres  sown  in  our  county,  producing 
1,111  tons  of  hay.  Last  season  there  was  7,862  acres  in  meadow* 
against  8,628  in  1856,  and  15,847  tons  of  hay  produced  against 
8,614,  and  904  bushels  of  grass  seed  against  372  in  '56.  Acres  in 
orchard  970 ;  fruit  produced  valued  at  $9,122. 

Numbers  of  acres  of  spring  wheat  47,278,  against  29,661  in  '56; 
yet  in  the  former  year,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  crops,  only  336,- 
166  bushels  were  harvested,  whereas,  in  1856,  the  yield  was  536,- 
621  bushels,  an  average  of  nearl  23  bushels  to  the  acre.  This 
•hows  something  of  the  productiveness  of  the  soil  of  Scott  county. 
Very  little  winter  wheat  was  harvested  in  our  county  last  year. 
Of  oats  there  were  10,780  acres  sown  against  5,218  in  '56,  yet  last 
year  tkere  were  only  73,843  bushels  produced,  while  the  yield  in 
*56  was  179,896  bushels,  an  average  of  almost  35  bushels  to  the 
acre.  Of  eom  there  were  23,068  acres  planted,  asrainst  15,703  in 
*56,  but  owing  to  the  same  cause,  the  yield  last  year  was  only 
M4,94S  busheliv  $gBiaBt  780,781  in  'd6.    PoUtM^  %JM  «»l«^ 
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ywld  101,417  bosbelB,  In  18£6  tltere  ver«  only  1,M8  acres  plant- 
ed la  potatoes,  vbite  th^  produce  waa  128,392  bushels,  or  ao  aver- 
age of  about  182  to  the  acre.  Last  year  tbete  vere  5,668  hogs 
sold,  valued  at  (36,397,  and  1,807  beed  of  caUle,  valued  at  (45,867. 
2,049  lbs.  of  wool  were  produced,  247,016  lbs.  of  butter  and  14,- 
072  lbs.  of  cheese  made. 

The  census  returns  for  1858  show  a  rapid  advance  in  8oott 
county,  and  an  increase  in  all  the  mediums  for  augmenting  her 
productions.  Pleasant  Valley  township  shows  the  heaviest  farm 
productions  of  any  in  the  county.  Last  Beat^on  Iier  farmers  put  94 
acres  in  onions,  which,  notwithstanding  the  failure  of  the  crops, 
produced  IS, 614  bushels,  an  avL-ragu  of  over  157  bushels  to  the 
acre,  valned  at  $6,987.  Davenport,  according  to  the  census, 
shows  a  population  of  15,190,  with  2,888  voters,  3,048  dwelling 
honses. 

The  lollowing  is  the  population  and  the  number  of  voters  in 
each  precinct  of  the  county.  Lilicrty,  540  citizens,  121  voters 
Blue  Grass,  citizens  972,  voters  1 85 ;  Rockingham,  citizens  356, 
voters  79;  Le  Claire,  ciliiicns  2,5(14,  voters  5G5  ;  Cleona,  citiiens, 
204,  voters  47;  Buffalo,  I'iliuens  BGa,  voters  172;  Pleasant  Valley, 
citizens  727,  voters  104;  Winfielcl,  citizens  1,667,  voters  272 
Hickory  Grove,  citizens  909,  voters  1 89;  Princeion,  citizens  1,319, 
voters  301;  Allen's  Grove,  citizens  449,  voters  105. 

[TO  BE  CONTIUnKD.] 
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nR9T  RKQIMVIITAL  FLAG  OP  tOWA. 

[We  here  give  the  interesting  history  of  the  Begi  mentsl  Flag  ofthe  Firrt 
Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  by  Allen  Broomhall,  Esq.,  of  Atalissa,  Iowa.] 

This  Flag  was  offered,  by  the  ladies  of  the  city  of  Mascatine,  as 
a  prize  to' the  best  drilled  company  of  Wide-Awakes  in  attendance 
at  a  Republican  mass  meeting,  held  at  Muscatine,  during  the 
Presidential  campaign  of  1860  ;  and  was  won  by  the  Atalissa  or 
Goshen  company.  And  by  them,  in  Apiil,  1861,  it  was  presented, 
with  a  «c4it  and  appropriate  address,  to  company  "  C,"  of  tlie 
First  Iowa  regiment  of  volunteers,  and  by  thorn  carried  as  the 
Flag  ofthe  regiment,  through  their  eventful  compaign. 

After  the  regiment  was  mustered  out  of  the  service,  and  com- 
pany "  C"  returned  home,  the  Flag  was  again  presented  to  its 
•donors,  and  by  them  presented  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  Iowa, 
and  by  him  to  the  State  Historical  Society. 


AN  EXTRACT. 

[The folkming  is  taken  from  tho  history  of  the  First  iKegiment  of    Iowa 
Volunteer  Infantry,  by  Henry  O'Connor,  Esq.,  of  Mascatine,  low^a. 

Ill  connection  with  the  flag  of  the  First  Iowa  Regiment,  described  on 
another  page,  the  accour  t  of  the  battle  of  Wilson''8  Creek,  (Springfield,)  will 
be  read  with  interest.  From  this  first  regiment  of  three  months'  men,  have 
gene  to  the  flel<^  as  commissioned  officers,  over  one  hundred  and  fifty,  who 
lately,  in  part,  paraded  in  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  after  its  surrender,  with  Maj. 
Oeneral  F.  J.  Herron,  at  their  head,  who  presided  at  a  public  dinner,  at  their 
celebrated  meeting.] 

We  camped  for  the  night.  A  council  of  war  was  held,  and  as 
the  General  coold  not  coax  them  into  a  fight,  he  said  he  would 
not  kill  his  men  running  after  them ;  so  we  marched  back  for 
Springfield,  next  day.  We  reached  our  camps  around  Springfield 
on  the  fourth  of  August  The  Iowa  First  encamped  on  the  farm 
of  Major  Phelps,  who  was  then  in  Washington  at  the  extra  ses- 
tion  of  Congress,  his  patriotic  wife  and  daughter  at  home,  with 
trunks  packed  and  horses  saddled,  ready  for  any  einergenoy,  but 
rendering  all  the  seryice  in  their  power  and  makmg  every  sacri- 
fice for  the  UnioB  e»ii9«.    The  troops  lay  do  ih^  axtfka  dE*}  va.^ 


-Ift« 
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■iglit  from  tlialtimc  until  tlie  eve  of  the  ever  memorable  battle  of 
WUsoa's  Creek.  IIi>r»e»  aiid  mules  were  kept  liaroessud,  wagons 
I'<aded,  and  everything  ready  for  moving  at  a  momem's  notice. 
The  General  and  Iiis  field  officers  were  ansfouely  and  hourly 
ovpecling  rtinforcements.  None  appeared.  The  rebel  army, 
Tarionsly  estimated  nl  from  tw-^nty-ffve  tn  forty  thousand  stronp» 
ircre  encamped  on  Wilson's  Creeft,  eli;'ht  miles  from  onr  lines, 
(leneral  Lvon  had  positire  and  reHahle  assm-ances  from  his  spies, 
confirmed  afterwards  by  the  rebel  officers,  that  they  intended  to 
lunrch  on  Springfield  in  three  columns,  on  the  FByelleville,  Mount 
Vernon  and  Forsyth  roads.  They  were  to  march  on  Saturday, 
the  tenth,  and  make  the  attack  at  d.aylight  on  Simdny.  Lyon 
rrtiild  wait  no  longer;  he  must  either  retreat  or  fight.  The  brave 
patriot  soldier  had  never  learned  to  retreat.  He  had  two  miliion 
'lollars  worth  of  United  States  property  in  charge;  he  had  faith 
in  his  handttil  of  troops;  and  his  sagacious  and  far-seeing  judg- 
ment told  him  that  a  retreat  to  Rolla  through  the  mountains,  with 
:i  train  of  wagons  eight  miles  long,  before  rebel  cavalry  and  artil- 
lery, might  be  easily  turned  into  a  routu,  Lyon  did  not  want  to- 
he  the  hero  of  another  Bull-run  disaster,  and  hence,  in  a  council 
of  war  on  the  mornmg  of  the  ninth,  l»e  overnilcd  a  majority  of  his 
field  officers,  determined  to  anticipate  tho  enemy  one  day,  and 
inarch  out  and  give  him  battle  on  the  tenth.  Orders  wte  accord- 
ingly issued  at  noon  Fi-iday,  to  be  ready  to  march  at  sir  in  the 
i-vcning,  each  man  with  forty  rotuids  of  cartridges  and  two  days' 
rations.  Tlie  Iowa  First  were  in  lime,  seven  hundred  and  sixty 
strong,  at  sundown,  and  were  reviewed  by  the  General,  attended 
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tben  tonied  off  on  the  pnarie,  following  a  gaide.  Aboat  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  halted,  dropped  in  the  long  grans  of 
the  prairie  and  slept  sonndlj  for  two  honrs.  With  the  first  dawn 
we  were  in  molioD,  and  in  abont  an  hour,  with  the  first  glimpse  of 
the  morning  snn,  our  ears  were  sainted  with  the  sharp  sound  of 
inosketrj  among  the  trees.  Onr  advance  had  already  surprised 
and  captured  the  enemy's  pickets,  without  noise,  and  had  by  thin 
time  engaged  tlieir  camp  guards.  Totten's  splendid  battery,  with 
the  Iowa  First  immediately  behind  it,  was  in  a  few  minutes  placed 
in  position,  on  a  commanding  eminence — the  best  position  on  that 
field — and  to  the  selection  of  which  we  owe  much  of  our  safety 
and  success.  The  battery  opened  without  ceremony,  Captain 
Totten  himself  pointing  the  guns.  The  enemy  were  at  first  thrown 
into  contusion,  and  little  was  heard  from  them  for  the  first  half 
honr.  They  soon  rallied,  and  about  six  o'clock  the  action  became 
generaL  From  this  time  till  half  past  eleven,  any  attempt  at 
description  would  be  useless.  A  rapid  succession  of  charges  and 
repulses;  one  continual  roar  of  ransketry  and  cannon,  which 
shook' the  buildings  in  Springfield,  eight  miles  ofl*;  shells  burst* 
ing,  horses  and  men  mangled,  writhing,  and  dying,  all  round ;  no 
water;  thermometer  ranging  from  100«  to  108p  ;  but  in  all  this, 
there  was  no  shrinki.ig.  I  never  heard  the  word  retreat  men- 
tioned, by  man  or  officer,  during  those  seven  hours.  The  Iowa 
First  were  in  five  separate  charges  or  engagements,  each  of  them 
in  itself  a  battle,  for  we  had  to  meet  fresh  troops  every  time,  and 
always  over  double  our  number.  About  ten  o'clock,  being  twice 
lightly  wounded  before  that,  and  having  two  horses  shot  under 
him,  the  brave,  disinterested  and  patriotic  Lyon,  with  hat  in  hand, 
waiving  the  First  Iowa  and  Second  Kansas  on  to  a  charge,  fell, 
mortally  wounded. 

The  General  put  himself  at  the  head  of  six  companies  of  the 
First  Iowa,  and  all  of  the  Second  Kansas,  which  was  originally 
only  six  hundred  strong,  and  led  them  on  in  what  he  evidently 
considered,  as  it  proved  to  him,  a  death  struggle.  This  is  the 
concurrent  testimony  of  all  who  were  on  the  field,  and  who  talked 
the  matter  over  that  night  at  Springfield. 

The  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek  may  be  called  a  victory  or  a 
defeat;  bnt  one  thing  is  certain,  our  army,  and  among  them  our 
First  Iowa  regiment,  had  the  satisfacti<m  of  eating  our  rations, 
ihaking  each  other  by  the  hand,  and  stnj^ngihe  ^^  SUr  &^a>\i\^<^ 
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Bannar,"  oa  the  Mme  ground  upon  wbiob  we  fiiwd  the  fint  gw  b 
tbe  uoTDing. 

Oa  the  morning  of  the  eleventli,  the  *rmy,  nnder  th«  oommand 
of  General  Sigel,  vao&ted  Springfield,  and  la  sue  days  made  the 
march  to  Rolla,  by  a  circuitous  route,  one  hundred  uid  thirty 
miles.  Tho  loiig;er  route  wns  taken,  onaoooant  of  the  Qtueonade 
river  being  liigh  and  only  fordAble  at  certain  points.  We  brought 
nearly  all  our  wounded  with  us  irom  Springfield.  At  lioUa  wo 
found  the  clothin;;  furnished  by  the  State  awaiting  tu.  Very 
acceptable,  indeed,  as  most  of  na  were  almost  without  clothing. 
We  arrived  in  St-  Lnuis,  by  rail,  on  Saturday,  August  seventeenth, 
where,  as  sonn  as  muster  rolls  wore  properly  prepared,  WO  were 
paid  ofl'  and  stiirted  for  home. 

Tbe  First  Iowa  re-jiment  was  under  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  William  II.  Merritt,  who  was  as  cool  as  a  philosopher  in 
the  thickest  of  the  battle.  Colonel  J.  F,  Bates  went  out  with  the 
rogiinent  a  few  miles,  but  was  so  entirely  prostrated  by  sickness 
that  he  fiMmil  himself  obliaed  to  heed  the  order  of  his  physician, 
and  return  to  S|iriiigtiolfl,  greatly  to  his  own  morti6catioD  and  the 
regret  of  his  friends.  Most  ot  the  company  officers  were  on  the 
licltl. 

Of  course,  in  such  a  fight,  considered  by  officers  of  twenty 
years'  service  to  bi^  the  bloodiest,  according  to  numbers,  ever 
fough:  on  the  American  continent,  (it  stands  as  yet  the  only  real 

lid 
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(Olwrk,)  who  nobly  sastained  him ;  Lieutenant  George  Stone,  of 
Moont  Pltasanti  whose  chivalric  and  daring  bravery  arrested  the 
attention  of  all  who  noticed  him ;  Lieutenant  George  Satteifee,  of 
company  A,  who  was  at  bis  post  all  day  $  the  gallant  Captain 
Mason,  who  fell  at  the  head  of  as  brave  a  company  of  men  as  ever 
trod  a  battle-field — his  First  Lieutenant,  William  Purcell,  was 
wounded,  as  was  then  supposed  mortally,  but  did  not  quit  the  field 
until  obliged  to  fr^m  loss  of  blood  and  sheer  exhaustion ;  Sargent 
Hugh  J,  Campbell,  of  company  A,  who  was  wounded  early  in  the 
day,  behaved  with  great  coolness  and  bravery;  and  Sargent-Major 
Compton,  who  really  filled  the  place  of  a  field  officer,  behaved  in 
such  a  gallant  manner  as  to  elicit  the  praise  and  admiration  of  the 
whole  regiment 

I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  brave,  potriotic  and  Christian 
soldier.  Reverend  I.  J.  Fuller.  He  enlisted  as  a  private,  was  sub- 
sequently appointed  Chaplain,  and  at  Wilson's  Creek  was  on  the 
field  all  day  with  his  haversack  lull  of  bandages,  like  agood  Sama- 
ritan, caring  for  the  wounded,  regardless  alike  of  personal  sacri- 
fice or  danger. 

It  would  be  impossible  properly  to  notice  all  who  deserve  it  in 
a  sketch  like  this,  especially  where  all  acted  so  bravely. 

The  regiment  came  home  about  eight  hundred  strong,  and  from 
letters  and  observation,  I  find  that  about  six  hundred  ot  that  num- 
ber have  again  entered  the  service. 

This  brief  sketch,  mainly  from  memory,  is  necessarily  very 
imperfect;  but  it  may  serve  to  prriserve  in  the  State  a  recollection 
of  the  deeds  and  conduct  of  Iowa's  first  ofi*ering  to  the  Nation's 
cause. 

The  marching  of  the  regiment,  from  the  time  they  left  Keokuk 
until  they  reached  Rolla,  on  their  way  home,  made,  according  to 
a  log-book  which  I  kept,  six  hundred  and  twenty-two  miles. 

With  the  most  sincere  wish  that  we  may  all  live  to  sec  our  glo- 
rious old  Union  once  m:.re  restored  to  its  full  greatness  and  har- 
mony, and  our  flag  floating  over  the  homes  of  freemen  irom  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  shore,  I  commit  this  sketch  to  the  charity 
of  those  who  may  read  it 
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COKRESPONDENCE. 

Head  QuABTsafl,  2d  Brih.,  3d  Dtv,,  Armt  Migg.  \      ' 
Cauf  nbak  CosiNTU,  MiSB.,  OcL  U,  1662.      } 

Sis — T  have  the  honor  to  present  to  Your  Ercotlenoy,  for  the 
Seventeenth  Regiment,  Iowa  Volunteers,  *  stand  of  rebel  colors, 
captnred  under  my  own  eyes,  by  the  regiment  on  the  battle  field 
of  Corinth,  on  the  4th  insL,  in  its  gallant  charge  on  the  advancing 
columns  of  the  enemy,  which  tho  Seventeenth  alone  met,  broke 
and  pursued  until  ordered  to  halt. 

I  have  never  led  braver  men  into  action  than  the  soldiers  of  the 
Seventeenth  proved  themselvGH  to  be,  in  the  desperate  and  bloody 
battle  of  Corinth. 

I  am  Bir,  mont  respectfully, 

JEK  C.  SULLIVAN,  Drig.  General. 

His  ExcGLLBifcY,  Sau'l  J.  KiEKWooD,  Govemor  of  State  of 
Iowa. 
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EDITORIAL    NOTICES. 


COMMENDATION  OF  THE  ANNALS. 

[The  following  eoromendatorj  notice  of  tlie  Annels  is  talcen  from  the  /(/tf4 
lUliffioui  N'ewM' Letter^  for  which  we  are  thankful,  as  well  as  for  the  favorable 
mention  of  the  Annals  by  other  exchanges.  The  News-Letter  is  published 
in  Du  Buqae,  at  fifty  cents  a  year ;  and  is  the  only  religious  Newspaper 
iMoed  in  Iowa.] 

State  Historical  Societv. — Wc  have  received  the  first  ntim* 
ber  of  "The  Annals  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Iowa,"  U) 
be  poblished  Quarterly  at  Iowa  City.  It  is  mainly  occnpiod  witli 
a  full  and  iuterestini'  history  of  the  Settlement  of  Scott  Conntv, 
contributed  by  Wi  lard  Barrows,  Esq.,  of  Davonport.  Fortuiiaii* 
would  it  be  for  the  State  if  every  coniily  could  find  so  faithful  ami 
pains-taking  a  historian.  An  excellent  likcnes^s  ot  Mr.  Barrows, 
together  with  a  brief  sketch  of  his  life,  accompanies  his  Article. 
Every  intelligent  citizen  of  Iowa  should  at  once  subscribe  for 
*'The  Annals,"  as  aaioiig  the  things^  indispensable.  If  this  num- 
ber is  indicative  of  the  character  of  those  that  are  to  follow,  w<* 
know  not  in  what  form  one  could  ^ct  more  that  is  ccpially  valua- 
ble ior  fifty  cents. — loma  Rclvjious  News-Letter, 


POSTAGE. 

It  will  te  noticed,  by  the  statement  on  the  cover,  that  the 
{K>8tage  on  this  number  is  only  one  cent,  by  the  new  law,  it  being 
under  four  ounces  in  weight.  Also,  the  postage  of  the  double; 
number  for  January  and  April,  which  may  be  heretofore  sent  to 
subscribers  demanding  it,  is  only  two  cents,  instead  of  three,  aa 
]>rinted  under  the  old  law.  So  that  the  postoffice  law  is  changed 
for  the  advantage  of  Magazines,  and  promotes  the  circulation  of 
periodical  literature. 


AXSAU  or  IOWA.  *  JDLT.] 


Do  Bl'qub — ItiHwtobt,  etc, — This  work  oteigbty-tvop&ges, 
Lucas  II.  Langworthy,  Author,  is  pubished  by  the  Literary  iDsti. 
tate  of  Da  Buqne.  It  is  a  good  beginning  of  the  History  of  the 
city  and  county,  which  it  is  hoped,  he  will  follow  np  to  the  present 
date.    Further  notice  of  it  msiy  be  expected  in  a  future  nanber. 


Habper  Ss  Bkothbk's  PuRLtCATto^ta. — Messrs.  Harper  & 
Brothers  have  laid  the  State  Historical  Society  under  special 
indebtedncssbytheregular  sending  of  their  Weekly,  Monthly,  and 
their  Itlastrat«d  History  of  the  Great  Rebellion  to  the  address  of  the 
Annals,  as  exchanges.  It  is  b.^lieved  that  this  Publishing  House 
liavo  facilities  tor  such  .  periodicals  unsurpassed  by  any  other 
establishment  in  the  land.  Their  history  of  the  Rebellion  is  got 
lip  on  a  splendid,  royal  folio  sheet,  and  comes  within  the  regula- 
tions of  the  new  postal  law,  like  other  periodicals.  Ithas  reached 
the  fourth  number,  the  ninety-sixth  p^e,  and  is  famished  at 
twenty-five  cents  a  number.  The  work  is  splendidly  illustrated, 
and  on  a  much  more  magnificent  scale  than  any  other  history  of 
the  war. 
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CIRCULAR. 

1863— '64. 

ewTB  ttKtvHBsiry  op  imL 


FACULTY. 

II,B2V  O.  M:.  SF^EXCER,  T>.  r>.,  r»ro»iclent, 

ProftuoT  of  IntelUetual  and  Moral  Philosophy^  and  Rhetoric^  an  J  ^rtiuj 

FrofeuoT  of  ClietuUtry  and  Xatural  Philosophy, 


Profemarofthe  Latin  and  Greek  Latttjuagesand  Literature. 
Professor  cf  Mathematics  and  Astronomy. 

Profa*sr  of  Natural  History  and  acting  Principal  of  tJce   Preparatory 

Department. 

Profesior  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Inching. 

OUSXAVUH    O.    IIIJ^RICII.^ 

Professor  of  Modem  Languages. 

ASSISTANT    TKACHIiKS. 

Awistant  Teachers  in  the  Normal  Dspartment, 

M!rs.    Amelia.    O.    HTracr, 

Teacher  in  the  Model  School. 

Admission. — Stndcnts  are  admitted  at  any  time,  though  it  is 
desirable  that  they  should  enter  at  the  comniencoiuent  of  a  term. 
Candidat3S  for  admission  must  be  j)rcparcd  to  present  satififae- 
tory  testimonials  of  good   moral   cliaracter;  and  thosQ  covixvtv*^ 
from  another  institution,  a  certificate  of  regular  d\^u\W\oi\. 


m  AintALi  tNT  mwA.  [jolt. 

LocATioif. — The  University  is  located  at  lows  City,  and  occu- 
pies the  spacious  bailding  erected  for  a  State  House.  Another 
targe  bailding,  designed  for  pnblie  halls  and  lecture  rooms,  is 
nearly  completed.  The  site  is  -a  boantitul  and  commanding  one, 
embracing  an  extensive  campos  highly  oroamented  with  groves 
of  native  forest  trees. 

Appabjltl'3  axd  Cabix&t. — The  llDirersity  is  now  furnished 
with  a  very  complete  Philosophical  and  Chemioal  Apparatus,  a 
well  selected  Library  to  which  all  the  students  have  access  free  of 
charge,  and  a  Cabinet  of  Natural  History  that  has  been  increased 
during  the  past  year  by  extensive  and  valuable  additions. 

ExpE^jsus — The  price  of  Board  in  private  families  varies  fVoni 
$1.50  to  f'i.50  per  week.  A  number  of  students  by  renting  room- 
and  boarding  themselves  reduce  the  cost  of  board  to  less  than  one 
li.ilfofthe  above  amount. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  have  abolished  the  tuition  fees,  bnt  each 
student  on  enteiing  any  of  the  departmentM  of  the  University  i^ 
required  to  pay  in  advance  a  Matriculation  Fee  of  tS  per  aeggion. 
Thig  will  cover  all  the  expenges  for  tuition,  with  the  oxoeption  of 
that  for  instruction  iu  Instrumental  Music  which  will  be  fs  ]>ar 

Four  siudentg  from  each  county  will  be  received  without  p:\\- 
nient  of  the  Matriculation  Fee  ;  two  in  the  Kormal  Deparlniciit 
and  two  in  the  other  departments  of  the  University,  on  prosentin.' 
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Ahtoixk  Le  Cla^ire,  tlie  subject  oi  mis  memoir,  was  (»t 
French  aiul  Indian  descent,  his  father  b'iiig  a  Canadian 
Frenchman,  and  hU  mother  being  the  grand  daughter  v)!'  a 
PnUavvatta;nio  Chief.  His  father  was  with  tlie  early  adven- 
turers a:n>iii?  the  Indians,  wlien  they  where  alul>.•^t  the  only 
iahahitants  »»f  the  Nortli-West  Territory.  As  early  as  ^sOS. 
heestabi  shed  a  trmlin^  |M:st  at  what  i?  now  Milwaukie,  Wi.s- 
oQsin,  fur  the  purchase  ot' furs  from  the  Indians.  In  ISnJ),  lio 
was  juifiociatod  wiili  John  Kiusoy,  at  Fort  Dearborn,  MKy\s  Cii:- 
ra^f),  lUin  »is,  conducting  the  business  of  the  trading  po*!t. 
During  iho  war  of  1S12  ;  and  while  many  of  the  Indians  were 
liostile  to  the  United  States,  through  IJritisli  inlluence.he  wab 
loyal,  entered  the  Atnerican  service,  and  was  taken  prisoner 
in  the  c»)nHict  at  Peoria.  He  was  contined,  with  otlierg,  at 
Alton,  but  was  release!  tlic  tam*  year  of  his  capiivity. 

AiKoine  Le  Claire,  !iis  son,  was  born  on  the  lo.h  «)t' L)<cern- 
:••■:%  17i)7,  at  wh;it  is  now  called  St.  Josei>1i,  in  tlie  i^tati*  i.t* 
Michigan.  Little  is  known  of  his  early  youtli,  e.\ec']>t  tliat 
riliiut  the  time  of  iiis  fa'her's  ca;»tivity,  during  li.o  war  v.iili 
<T;-eiit  l>rl'ain,  at  ^'K•  y/v.-Mwc'  0/  G  jvernor  Lli^tVci,  ot  'Nl'^s?^  vvvr » 

% 
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when  some  fifteen  or  uzteen  years  old,  he  was  taken  into  tlie 
American  service,  and  placed  at  school,  that  he  might  learn 
the  English  language. 

In  181S,  at  tveoty-one  years  of  age,  ho  served  as  interpretar 
toCaptiun  Davenport,  at  Fort  Armstrong,  on  lioch  Island, 
Illinois.  In  1820,  lie  went  to  Peoria,  where  he  married  the 
grand  dangbter  of  A-co-ql'A,  (the  kettle,)  a  Sac  Ohief.  Her 
father  wiB  Aatoine  Le  Page,  a  Canadian.  The  same  year,  Mr. 
Le  Claire  was  sent  to  Ai^ansas  to  watch  the  movements  of 
the  Indians  in  that  rejpon.  In  1S37,  he  was  again  stationed 
ut  Fort  Armstrong.  And,  in  1833,  be  was  present  as  inter- 
preter at  tlie  Indian  Treaty,  by  which  that  part  of  the  country' 
West  of  the  Miasissippi  river,  known  as  the  Black  Hawk  pur- 
chase in  Iowa,  was  obtained  from  tbo  Indians,  after  the  Black 
Hawk  war. 

As  the  cliolera,  so  prevalent  thronghout  tlio  United  States 
that  year,  was  among  the  troops  at  Fort  Armstrong,  the  coun- 
cil at  whlcli  the  treaty  was  formed,  was  held  on  the  West  side 
of  tho  SI issaisNppi,  in  the  manjnee  of  Gen,  Sc^tt  nsed  fur  the 
]iarpose,  whore  afterwards  was  tho  hnmo  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Le 
Claire  fgr  many  yoarH,  until  it  and  tho  gmund  around  gave 
place  to  tho  Depot  of  the  Miasi^ippi  and  Missouri  Kail  Road, 
io  Davenport,  aa  it  a»\7  ts. 
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wmior  was  lDi-qiio-p(mi.    In  tli6  Autwiui  of  1838,  die  8ie 
and  Fox  tribes  left  this  place  for  the  Oedar  Biver  region* 

In  1832{,  Mr.  Le  Olaire  received  the  appointment  of  Poet- 
master,  and  also  of  Jnsdce  of  the  Peace,  being  deemed  a  verj 
anitable  person  to  adjust  anj  diffiealties  between  the  white  set- 
tlers and  the  Indians  still  resorting  there.  He  had  a  very 
extensive  jarisdicdon,  the  largest  of  anj  other  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  all  Iowa,  embracing  the  whole  ^  Black  Hawk  Pur- 
chase,^ or  extending  from  Da  Baque  on  the  Nordi  to  Barling- 
ton  on  the  Soath,  and  from  the  Mississippi  river,  on  the  Sast,  to 
the  Iowa  river,  on  the  W^^  The  population  of  Dn  Bnque 
and  Burlington,  at  this  time,  was  small,  onlj  twolmndred  and 
fifty  In  the  former  place,  and  in  the  latter,  two  hundred.  80 
that  the  double  duties  of  Mr.  Le  CSaire,  as  Postmaster  and  Jus- 
tice, were  not  very  onerous  nor  lucrative,  and  left  him  leisure 
far  other  pursuits.  As  eariy  as  18S6,  he  established  a  ferry 
across  the  Mississippi,  an  J,  it  is  said,  used  to  carry  the  mail  in 
his  pocket  as  Postmaster.  An  incident  is  related  of  liim,  at 
that  early  day,  which  shows  the  condition  of  the  wool  business. 
It  is  said,  that  the  owner  of  some  sheep,  which  he  first  sheared| 
gave  their  fleeces  for  ferrying  them  over,  which  Mr.  Le  Olmre 
kept  a  while ;  but  not  being  able  to  make  any  use  of  the  wool, 
burnt  if,  diflTusing  no  very  pleasant  odor  around  his  house.  A 
contrast  is  presented  now,  in  cars  frieghted  heavily  with  the 
best  sheep  by  the  thousand,  and  wool  going  eastward  by  the 
tun,  bought  at  sixty  cents  a  pound. 

Mr.  Le  Olaire  was  a  remarkable  linguist,  conaidering  his  lit- 
tle eariy  opportunities  for  study,  speaking  a  doaeo  different 
India*!  tongues,  besides  T.ench  and  English.  And,  besides  th  e 
treaties  rJready  named,  he  was  interpreter  at  the  following : 
namely,  that  oithe  Gieat  and  Little  Osageaat  St  Louia,  and 
of  the  Kansas  ...  the  same  city,  in  1835;  of  the  (%ippewas  ct 
Prairie  'Ju  Chien,  '1 18^4^;  of  Hio  W'lnebagoee,  at  the  aame 
pbce,  iu  August,  of  .hat  year;  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  at 
Washington,  iu  1836;  and  : '  o  of  ihese  Tkibea  in  1M7;  and 
of  tlio  same,     the  3ae  .  nd  Fox  Agency,  in  Iowa,  during  1843. 

In  lSo3,  he  sold  to  CoL  Qeorge  Davenpoit  %  ^^oc^ofa  fA  ^  % 
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town  wiiieh  boars  llie  name  of  DiTPnport;  and  from  Jrime  to 
time,  he  made  addition  to  the  original  plat,  till  ho  became  one 
of  the  greatest  proprietors  in  Iowa,  perhaps  the  largest,  inclad- 
ing  the  aite  of  Le  Claire,  wliich  also  grew  to  a  large  town.  In 
1836,  he  bniUtho  hotel  which  beare  hie  name,  to  which  addi- 
tion After  addition  has  since  been  made,  indading  the  whole 
side  of  the  block.  And  to  every  brsncb  ot  baeiness  he  has 
extended  aid  by  helping  worthy  and  enterprising  men,  oven 
inTolring  his  owa  princely  moans  at  times  to  assist  others  iu 
their  eBterprises  or  difficulties. 

To  the  Ohnrches  of  the  City,  he  was  particnlarly  liberal, 
especially  to  those  ot  bis  own  creed;  for  he  lived  and  died  a 
Roman  Catholic.  To  three  Churches  of  the  Catholic  order,  he 
gave  grounds  and  means  for  their  erection.  Indeed,  the  third, 
St.  Margaret's,  was  bniit  wholly  at  his  expense,  furnished  and 
supplied  with  an  org^,  while  the  officiating  Priest  and 
uxpenses  of  public  service,  were,  for  ft  time,  supported  by  him. 
This  structure  is  onapicuous,  near  the  Lo  Claire  Mansion  on 
Ihe  BloSd,  wliich  house  was  built  by  liiin,  after  he  gave  up  Ins 
old  "  council"  cottage  and  grounds  to  the  occupancy  ef  tlie 
Railroad, 

Nor  was  Mr.  Le  Claire  wanting  in  liberality  toother  denom- 
HiatioiiB.     The  writer  of  this  iinpcilect  Bketch,  li^id  tlie 
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attended  by  Bev.  Mr.  Paltnorgaes  and  two  other  Priests.  The 
faneral  sermon  was  subsequently  preached  by  Bev.  John 
Donlan. 

An  expensive  monument  has  been  obtained  from  abroad  to 
mark  his  ^rave,  but  a  better  monument  is  found  in  the  remem- 
brance of  those  who  knew  him. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  notwithstanding  the  revulsion  of  the 
times,  Mr.  Geo.  L.  Davenport,  the  executor  of  Mr.  Le  Claire's 
estate,  has  secured  a  handsome  inheritance  to  the  widow  and 
other  relatives. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  a  complete  life  of  this  remarkable 
man  has  not  been  written  from  his  own  lips,  but  death  too 
aoon  snatched  him  away  from  among  men.  And  most  of  his 
adventures  and  explorations  in  our  Western  wilds  have  left  no 
trace,  like  the  track  of  the  Indian  race,  by  which  the  living 
can  foUow  his  earthly  course. 


AXHAU  <»  MVA. 
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[CMtiinttd  fnm  pofi  184.] 

1850L'~At  the  oity  election  thia  Spring,  Ebeneser  Cook  was 
re<eleoted  Majror ;  Lorin  C.  Burwell,  Clerk ;  Jobn  Beehtel,  lUr* 
shal ;  LoreoEO  Sohrioker,  TreMorer ;  John  Johns,  Police  Hagis* 
trate ;  James  T.  Lane,  City  Attorney ;  Edwin  Baker,  Street  Com- 
misuoner;  B.  A.  O'Hea,  City  En^neer ;  Robt  X.  littler,  CMef 
Engineer  of  lire  Department  Aldermen,  T.  IL  Morley,  U.  B. 
Erans,  James  Haokintoeb,  IL  Ramming,  J.  P.  Ankerson,  IL 
Andresen,  T.  J.  Holmes,  I.  P.  Coates,  J.  A.  LeClaire,  James 
O'Brien,  C.  A.  Hariland,  and  Robert  ChriBtie. 

7he  Ootober  election  resulted  in  returning  John  V\ .  Thompson 
to  the  State  Senate ;  W.  IL  F.  Guriey,  B.  V.  Gneand  James 
QBinn,RepresentatireB ;  RnfQ8Lindennan,Connty  Judge;  James 
Thorington,  Sheriff;  James  MoCosh,  Treasurer  and  Recorder; 
Thomas  J.  Saunders,  Superintendeotof  Public  Instruction;  Wm. 
P.  Campbell,  County  Surveyor ;  Dr.  J.  W.  H.  Baker,  C<H«ner; 
and  H.  S.  I^ey,  Drainage  Commissioner. 
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creased,  and  Dayenport  is  being  looked  upon  by  every  citj  and 
village  in  Iowa,  as  the  emporium  of  trade,  and  from  ner  advan- 
tage of  location,  Ac,  bids  fair  to  be  to  Iowa,  what  Chioago  is  to 
Illinois,  St  Louis  to  Missouri,  or  Cincinnati  to  Ohio.  The  estab- 
lishments of  Joshua  Burr,  MoCam  A  Coates,  Evans,  Chew  &  Co., 
Burrows,  Prettyman  ft  Dalzell,  Alvord  &  Van  Patten,  T.  H. 
Morley  &  Co.,  T.  H.  BicGhee,  Haight  *  Sears,  T.  J.  Becket,  J. 
C.  Washburn,  Smith  A  Remington,  Stevenson  A  Camahan, 
Bldridge  A  Williams,  Wm.  Inslee  A  Co.,  C.  T.  Webb,  George 
W.  Ells  A  Co.,  liliner,  Haskell  A  Co.,  in  their  respective  kinds  of 
trade,  have  from  industrious  efforts,  fair  dealings,  and  the  keeping 
of  well  aisorted  stocks,  secured  such  patronage  fhim  country 
dealers  as  to  afford  the  most  gratifying  evidence  of  the  permanent 
growth  of  our  young  city.  On  Saturday  last,  accompanied  by  an 
acquaintance  who  ^r  a  number  of  years  have  been  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  trade  East,  and  who  has  been  on  a  business  tour  to  the 
towns  on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  we  visited  a  number  of  our  lead- 
ing concerns,  and  were  gratified  to  hear  our  Eastern  friend  express 
the  opinion  that  our  city  was  certainly  enjoying  as  large  a  share 
of  business  prosperity  as  any  town  ha  had  visited  on  the  river. 
The  wholesale  Dry  Goods  House  of  Miner,  Haskell  dk  Co.,  coruer 
of  Front  and  Perry  streets,  is  a  concern  that  would  compsre  cred- 
itably with  the  majority  of  the  jobbing  houses  in  the  Eastern 
cities.  W«  were  shown  through  the  establishment,  which  occu- 
pies lour  large  rooms,  all  of  which  were  well  stocked  with  every 
Idnd  of  dry  goods  suitable  for  this  market.  The  stock  on  hand  is 
estimated  at  $80,000,  to  which  additions  are  made  monthly  from 
the  importers  and  from  extensive  factories  of  the  Eastern  States. 
Messrs.  Miner  A  Brother,  the  original  firm  commenced  business 
in  this  city  in  March,  1857.  Their  first  year's  sales  were  $94,000, 
which  was  preUy  fair  ibr  strangers.  Tlie  second  year,  which  was 
one  of  the  hardest  for  wholesale  trade  ever  known  in  the  West, 
their  sales  amounted  lo  $104,1)00.  From  the  commencement  of 
the  third  year  to  the  present  time,  a  period  of  scarcely  nine 
montlis,  they  have  reacned  $110,000.  We  have  merely  alluded 
to  this  firm  as  an  illustration  of  what  one  wholesale  bu^ness  house 
can  do,  to  show  something  of  what  is  being  done  here  in  the  way 
of  wholesaling.  When  our  facilities  of  intercouase  with  the  inte- 
rior are  increased,  the  wholesale  trade  of  Davenport  will  be  aug- 
mented projfortionably.  But  few  men  seem  to  »e  aware  of  the 
extent  oi'  this  trade.  We  shall  make  this  better  known  in  future 
articles.'' 

BBIDGE  ACROSS  THE   MISSISSIPPI  BIVEB. 

On  the  I7th  day  of  January,  1853,  an  act  was  passed  by  the 
Oeneral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
Incorporate  a  Bridge  Company  by  the  title  therein  named,"  of 
which  Joseph  B.  Sheffield,  Henry  Famham,  J.  A.  MaCleson,  and 


1S3 


ASHALS   OF  IOWA, 


[OCT. 


X.  B.  Jiidd  wero  tliD  Bole  incoqtorators.  Tliis  Company  van 
incorporated  Ibr  the  parpose  of  construoUng  a  Uailrood  Bridiie 
acro.ia  the  MissiBRijipi  river,  connecting  tbe  Chicapo  and  Rouk 
Islaiiil  Uailroad,  :tl  Kock  Island,  Illinois,  with  the  Mississippi  and 
Missouri  Itiiilrord,  at  Davcciport,  Iowa.  Who  was  the  author  of 
the  grand  project  of  flpanniii<;  this  majestic  river  with  such  a  iioble 
work  of  an,  is  unknown  to  the  writer.  Tlie  capital  etjcHi  was  fwur 
iiiindrod  thousand  dollars,  raised  on  four  hundred  bonds  of  one 
thousand  dollars  each,  the  payment  of  which  was  guaranteed  hy 
the  Chic^o  and  Kock  Island  Uailroad  Company,  and  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Missoni-i  Railroad  Company.  Tbe  work  of  location  and 
e.onstniction  commenced  in  the  Spring  of  1854,  under  Henry 
Fantham  as  Chiet  Kngmeer,  and  John  B.  Jarvia  afl  conaultiug 
Engineer.  B.  B.  Brayton,  of  Davenport,  liad  charge  ot  the  work 
as  resident  Engineer.  The  corner  stone  of  the  first  pier,  erected 
at  said  bridge,  was  laid  in  the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  citi- 
zens of  Rook  Island  and  Davenport  Hon.  Joseph  Knox,  Ebe- 
tiezer  Cook,  George  E.  Hubbell  and  otliers  making  appropriate 
remarks  on  the  occasion.  By  the  Spring  of  1 666,  the  entire  work 
was  completed,  and  attract«d  the  attention  of  travelers,  bistorians 
and  scholars  from  every  part  of  the  country.  It  was  deemed  a 
great  triumph  of  art,  a  noble  achievement  of  enterprise,  to  connect 
the  Eastern  and  Western  banks  of  this  old  Father  of  Waters,  with 
a  continuous  railway,  over  which  the  products  of  Iowa  might  roll 
onward  to  Eastern  markets,  without  delay. 


1868.]  oouKTY  OP  Boorr.  158 

stack  fast  under  t'.ie  bridge,  and  the  flames  from  the  boat  ignited 
the  frame-work  of  the  bridge,  and  bnrned  off  the  end  of  the  span 
which  fell,  and  M'ith  the  burning  hull  of  the  boat,  floated  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  down  the  river.  During  the  summer  and  fall 
of  1856,  this  burnt  span  was  constructed  anew. 

The  accident  of  the  Effie  Afton  was  the  signal  for  the  bursting 
forth  of  the  long  suppressed  'vrath  of  the  citizens  of  St.  Louis,  who 
had  from  the  commencement  of  the  project  placed  every  obstruc- 
tion in  the  way  of  the  erect'on  of  the  bridge,  and  deemed  it  as  the 
beginning  of  a  series  ot  similar  structures  over  the  Mississippi 
river  at  various  points,  tending  to  divert  from  St.  Louis  the  com- 
merce  which  formerly  followed  this  natural  highway  from  St  Paul 
Southward,  ^t  the  instigation  of  the  St.  Louis  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, the  owners  of  the  Effie  Afcon  commenced  a  suit  in  Chicag<> 
against  the  Bridge  Company  for  damages,  to  recover  the  value  of 
the  lost  boat,  but  the  jury  failing  to  agree,  the  suit  was  aban- 
doned. Bat  St  Louis  merchants  fancied  that  they  saw  certain 
rain  to  th,eir  previous  monopoly  of  the  river  trade,  if  the  bridge 
remained,  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  that  city  procured 
the  services  of  Josiah  W,  Bissell,  a  quondam  Civil  Engineer  of 
Rochester,  New  York,  to  undertake  the  task  of  procuring  testi- 
mony safficient  to  authorize  the  Courts  to  declare  the  bridge  a 
material  obstruction  to  navigation,  and  therefore  a  nuisance  which 
coald  be  Itgally  abolished.  They  found  Bissell  a  ready  instru- 
ment for  the  undertaking,  and  raised  from  time  to  time  thirty- 
seven  thoasand  dollars  to  aid  him  in  this  enterprise. 

On  the  19th  of  August,  1858,  James  Ward,  at  the  instance  of 
Bissell,  made  his  application  to  the  United  States  District  Court 
at  Burlington,  for  an  order  of  the  Court  declaring  the  bridge  a 
ouisance.  Hall,  Harrington  &  Hall,  Starr,  Phelps  &  Robertson, 
and  T.  D.  Lincoln,  acted  as  attorneys  for  the  complainant,  and 
Hon.  N.  B.  Jadd  and  J.  T.  Lindley  for  the  bridge  company.  An 
indefinite  number  of  ix  parte  affidavits  accompanied  the  applica- 
tion, and  were  met  by  affidavits  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  The 
final  hearing  of  the  cause  was  postponed  to  September,  1859.  In 
the  meantime  Bissell  was  engaged  creating  public  opinion  on  the 
river  among  pilots,  captains  and  boat  owners,  antagonistic  to  the 
bridge,  and  procuring  depositions  tending  to  show  the  bridge  a 
material  obstruction  to  navigation. 
In  the  first  part  of  June,  1 859,8omii  malicious  persons  aU.^m\^^.^^^\\^ 
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destraolion  of  the  bridge  by  firs.  A  large  qoutity  of  lath,  okknm, 
ronn,  •ulphnr,  tar,  tnrpenUne,  saltpeter  and  <A\  were  placed  upon 
the  bridge  od  the  seoond  span  from  the  Iowa  shore,  at  about  13 
o'fllook  in  the  night,  and  a  few  moments  before  it  was  readj  for 
firing  it  was  disoorercd  by  the  watchman,  and  a  sUfl'  with  the 
inoendiaries  in  it  shoved  off  down  the  river  and  eseaped  in  the 
darknesi.    No  olae  wrns  obtain  as  to  the  crimmats. 

In  September  the  ease  of  James  Ward  versus  Mississippi  and 
Miseonri  Railroad  was  heard  and  finally  submitted  to  the  United 
States  District  Conrt  of  Eeokak.  In  November,  186&,  New 
Orleans  voted  to  raise  li(ty  thousand  dollars  to  aid  St  Louis  in 
destroying  the  bridge,  as  it  was  justly  deemed  a  pionsar,  which, 
ifpermilted  to  stand,  v.-on'.d  u'.timately  t-ause  othcrSto  be  erented 
over  this  river,  and  divert  commerce  towards  the  East  Bnt 
though  the  struggle  is  fisrce,  and  waged  with  an  enormons  out- 
lay of  money,  it  will  even'.uaily  terminate,  as  is  believe!,  in  favor 
of  the  bridge.  Tiiis  ureal  stiocture  is  the  link  binding  Iowa  with 
the  East,  and  when  the  different  railroai^a  projected  in-this  State 
are  completed,  and  the  Missonvi  river  is  reached,  then  the  para- 
mount value  of  ttiis  biidge  will  be  ascertained. 

KAST  UATliXPOET. 


TliU  is  a  am&ll  villaga  on  the  Mississippi  river,  abont  a  mile 
'lom  lirady  street.     It  was  laid  out  by  Wm.  H.  Hildroth.  Esq., 
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stroniE,  on  Rook  Isltnd,  where  he  reraaiDed  for  four  years.  Da- 
rins  his  stay  upon  this  beaatifal  Island,  at  this  early  day,  away 
from  ihe  crowded  city,  be  formed  an  attachment  for  this  wild  and 
enchanting  country,  that  terminated  only  with  his  life.  He  was 
a  brother-in-law  to  Jadgo  McLean  and,  in  1*826,  he  returned 
East  and  senred  under  lim  in  the  Post  Office  Department,  and 
from  there  went  to  Cincinnati,  tvhere  I  -^  was  clerk  in  the  Post 
Office  Department  for  some  years.  Bat  in  18«n,  he  gratified  his 
long  pent  up  c«esire  to  return  to  the  West.  On  his  return  to  Kock 
Island,  lowevcr,  there  seemed  to  have  come  over  him  a  great 
change.  He  seemed  to  have  lost  all  that  vivacity  of  life  and  spirit 
ao  natural  to  his  character.  Deep  melancholy  at  times  brooded 
over  hini.  life  bri^it  and  keen  intelU  ct  seemed  at  once  to  give 
way.  \'ari^a3  weio  the  causes  attributed  to  this  state  of  mind. 
Some  surmised  that  it  was  a  matter  oi  love,  but  none  knew.     The  '^^ 

aecrr^t  was  buried  in  his  owu  bosom,  lie  sought  relief,  like 
thousanls,  in  the  itieLrlatliig  bowl.  If  is  talents  were  bright,  his 
education  liberal,  nnd  Lis  lu  acsly  beyond  all  question.  ]  le  sought 
retirement  fiomthc  wtrld,  and  8elcctc(l  the  secluded  spot  m  Eaft 
Davenpoit,  and  dug  his  cave  in  "  Stubb's  Mound,"  where  from 
its  mo  'tU  he  ci^ald  look  out  upon  the  beauliTul  Mississippi,  as  its 
rippled  current  moved  on  in  its  endless  journ^-y  to  the  sunny 
souUi.  Here  lij  lived  a  hermit's  Hie  for  nearly  eiglit  years.  His 
only  coiu;»r.nions  were  a  pet  pig  and  a  cat,  with  sometimes  a  dog. 
This  was  Lis  farn'Iy,  and  rT.ny  a  lecture  did  these  mute  listeners 
get  from  their  cceontriu  niistc.  All  qMarrtls  a^^o  g  these  were 
settled  by  the  Captain  in  a  judicial  manner,  and  the  guilty  one 
punishel.  In  his  morning  and  even  in  jr  rambles  upon  the  banks 
of  thj  Mississippi,  his  e'Lirc  family  would  be  seen  with  him,march- 
ing  b;;hind  in  military  file  with  all  proper  decorum,  and  oilen  in 
hb  visits  to  the  village,  he  was  accompanied  by  his  pig  and  cat. 

A.  C.  Fulton,  Esq.,  tells  this  anecdote  of  his  first  visit  to  the 
Cave,  in  the  summer  of  1812.  He  had  wandered  up  the  banks  of 
the  river  looking  at  the  country  for  the  first  time,  and  wlien  he 
reached  the  Eddy  and  crossing  the  little  creek  below  the  present 
site  of  Mr.  Dallam^s  store,  he  hastened  towards  the  top  of  the 
mound,  in  order  to  obtain  a  more  extensive  view  of  the  little  pla- 
teau of  ground  to  which  he  had  a;  .cd.  )  pasM  )g  up  the  side 
of  the  mound,  he  caught  the  sound  of  a  human  voice,  bui  could 
not  determine  from  wbeuoe  it  came,  as  iie  could  Me  tio  owe  ue«c 
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him.  Tiio  noiso  inoreased,  and  seemeil  to  be  a  rery  earnest 
di!(putc,min:^]el  with  oat  a  tew  hard  words,  when  auddonly  Mr. 
Faltou  disoovorcd  the  place  from  which  iaaued  the  Bound,  He  was 
near  tho  top  of  the  chimney  or  hole  from  whioh  the  light,  amokc 
and  hent  ol'  Captain  Stnhbs'  residence  escaped,  and  not  dreaming 
that  he  was  in  tho  vicinity  ofahahitslion,  he  was  somewhat  start- 
led, hut  cried  out  at  t^ic  top  of  hU  voice,  as  he  looked  down  thp  • 
cavity,  "  Hallo  !  What  are  you  doing  down  there  ?"  To  which 
the  answer  came  back  in  quick  response,  "  What  are  yon  doing 
up  there  ?  Get  ofFof  my  house,  sir  I"  This  was  hia  firat  introdnc- 
tioQ  to  Captain  Stnbbs,  who,  in  after  years,  received  many  kind 
tokens  of  regard  from  the  hand  of  Mr  Fulton.  The  only  cause  of 
the  distarbanco  in  tho  Captain's  domicil  was,  that  the  pet  pig  had< 
probably  without  malice  of  fore  tho  ugl  it,  undertaken  to  assist  his 
master  in  the  culinary  department,  and  accidentally,  or  for  want 
of  better  training,  partially  destroyed  a  potu  of  corn  bread  which 
the  Captain  had  been  |ireparitig  lor  the  first  table.  Captun 
Stnbbs  was  a  surveyor,  and  run  oat  many  of  the  first  settlers' 
claims,  and  often  drew  up  deeds  and  contracts  between  parties  at 
that  early  day.  In  1846,  he  was  induced  to  come  forth  from  his 
hermitage  and  settle  in  Davenport,  where  he  was  elected  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  which  office  he  SUed  to  the  time  ofbia  death,  which 
occurred  in  May,  1648. 
East  Davenport  contains  some  five  hundred  inhabitants,  baa  a 
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ness  above  low  water  mark.     These  quarries  are  worke^l  to  good 
advantag^e.     The  rock  dresst-s  very  well  under  the  liammer. 

There  is  an  abundance  of  coal  that  makes  its  appearance  about 
ten  miles  from  Davenport,  in  a  South -Westerly  direction,  about 
two  miles  from  the  Mississippi  river,  but  it  has  never  been  dug 
extensively.  Some  half  dozen  mines  have  been  opened,  and  more 
or  less  taken  of  the  surface  coal,  of  very  good  quality,  but  it 
requires  more  extensive  operations  to  bring  forth  a  pure  article 
which  lies  beneath  it  in  great  abundance.  The  supply  of  coal  for 
the  city  of  Davenport,  is  from  the  Rock  River  coal  basins. 

AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY. 

The  first  Agricultural  Society  ever  formed  in  Scott  county,  was 
in  January.  1840  Alexander  W.  McGregor,  p]sq.,  was  chosen 
President;  G.  C.  R.  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Vice  President;  John  For- 
rest, Esq.,  Secretary,  and  A.  Le  Claire,  Esq.,  Treasurer.  At  this 
early  day  but  little  interest  was  felt  by  the  patrons  of  the  Society, 
und  it  was  suffered  to  go  down.  But  little,  if  anything,  was  done 
fo* agricultural  interests  in  the  county  until  1853,  when  in  August 
of  that  ^jir  two  prominent  fanners,  II.  M.  Thomson,  Esq.,  of  Long 
Grove,  and  Eli  S.  Wing,  Esq.,  called  a  meeting,  and  a  new  Soci- 
ety was  organized,  II.  M.  Thomson  being  elected  President, 
James  Thorington,  Esq.,  Secretary,  and  Jno.  K.  Jackson,  Trea- 
surer. The  second  year  ot  this  Society  (in  1854)  the  first  Fair 
was  held  in  Davenport,  having  the  same  officers  elected  as  in 
1853. 

In  June,  1854,  a  company  was  organized  called  the  "Fair 
Crround  Association  of  Scott  County,  Iowa."  This  company  pur- 
^•hased  ei<jht  acres  of  land  Ivini'  near  Duck  Creek,  some  two  miles 
from  the  city,  at  a  cost  of  two  hundred  dollars  per  acre,  enclosed 
about  four  acres  with  a  tiirht  board  ivnvi:  seven  feet  hiiih,  and 
built  sheds  and  worksho])s  for  ihe  second  annual  exhibition,  which 
took  place  the  24th  and  25th  ot  September,  1855.  This  exhibition 
was  creditable  to  the  Society  and  Scott  county,  showing  an 
increasing  interest  of  the  ]»eoi)le  in  agriculturnl  ])nrsuits.  The 
third  exhibition  was  held  the  12th  and  13th  of  October,  ISoG. 
Tiie  number  of  i-ntries  at  this  Fair  was  over  three  hundred,  and 
tlie  rcceij)t3  of  the  Society  over  eii;ht  hundjed  dollars.  The 
fourth  annual  fair  of  the  Scott  Connty  Agricultural  Soc\ii\>|  ns;^% 
held  on  the  29th  and  30th  o/i;q)t ember,  1H57.     T\\c  eiV\\\yvUou o^ 
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atock  far  exceeded  that  of  any  other  year,  both  in  nnmber  and 
qaaHty,  and  of  garden  resretables  the  show  was  lai^  and  saperior 
to  any  erer  oftered  in  Towa.  The  fitlh  annnal  Mr  was  held  on  the 
ISth,  16t\and  ITth  of  Se|>t«rat>cr,  1858;  and  although  a  partial 
failnre  ot  the  crops  rendered  the  exhibition  rather  meagre  in  some 
articles,  yet  the  attendance  was  large  and  passed  olTwelL 

The  fair  of  1850,  held  in  September,  far  exceeded  all  others  in 
number  and  qualitf  of  the  articles  exhibited.  The  receipts  were 
iipwardti  of  twel  vS  hundred  dollars.  The  officers  for  this  year  were 
llngh  M.  Thomwn,  President;  Edwin  Smith,  Vice  President. 
John  Lamlicrt,  Trp.isnrer;  \Vm.  Allen,  Secretary;  George  H. 
French,  T.  T.  Que,  IL  M.  Washburn,  Robert  Christie,  Directors. 

IIOBTlCVITrRAL  BOCIETT. 

This  County  Societ/  was  organized  on  the  aoth  of  April,  I8SQ, 
by  adoptinir  a  conotitntion,  the  second  article  of  which  declares, 
"that  theobject  of  this  Society  shall  be  to  promote  and  foster  the 
cnltivation  of  fruit*,  flowers  and  vegef  Jiblea  in  onr  own  county,  and 
a  taste  for  oninmeiital  and  landscape  gardening.  It  is  also  pro- 
posed to  introduce  and  test  new  and  choice  varieties  of  frnitsi 
flowers  and  vegetables,  and  afterwards  publicly  report  thereon." 
Tlie  officers  arc  Gcoi^  If.  French,  President ;  Georg«  F*.  Nlckids, 
Vice  President :  Howard  l^aHington,  Treasurer;  Dr.  E.J.  Fonn- 
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neot  trade  in  this  particnlar  branch.  He  keeps  on  hand  for  farm- 
era  all  of  the  most  improved  implements  of  husbandry,  reapers, 
threshers,  fiu-ming  mills,  &c.  This  is  the  first  store  of  the  kind 
ever  introdaeed  into  Davenport,  and  we  can  bnt  hope  t)iat  so  im- 
portant a  branch  of  business  may  be  encouraged  and^sustained. 

FIUS  DBPARTMBNT. 

The  first  permanent  organization  of  a  Fire  Company  in  Daven  • 
port  took  place  in  1856.  At  a  meeting  held  on  Saturday  evening, 
Jaly  26th,  at  the  office  of  R.  D.  Congdon,  comer  of  iSecond  and 
Brady  streets,  R.  BL  Littler  was  Chairman,  and  H.  S.  Slaymaker 
Secretary.  A  committee  to  prepare  a  Constitution  and  Bye-Laws 
for  the  organization,  and  a  committee  to  present  a  petition  to  the 
property  holders  of  die  city  for  their  aid,  was  appointed.  Tlie 
eommittees  reported  at  a  meeting  of  the  company  held  on  Mon- 
day c.  oning,  July  'J8th.  The  Constitution  was  adopted,  and  eigh- 
teen persons  signed  as  members.  The  name  adopted  for  the  com- 
pany was  **  Independent  Fire  Engine  and  Hose  Company .*'  The 
officers  elected  to  serve  until  January  Ist,  1857,  were  R.  M. 
Littler,  President;  A.  S.  Alston,  Treasurer;  H.  S.  Slaymaker, 
Secretary;  Directors,  Ja.^  Morrow,  C.  O.  Noble;  Investigating 
Committee,  I.  Cummins,  S.  P.  Kinsely,  It.  L.  Hull,  J.  E.  Sells,  C. 
W.  Cassedy.  Correspondence  was  had  with  Engine  builders  tn 
the  East,  and  the  City  Council  authorized  the  purchase  of  two 
first  class  Engines  from  A.  Hanneman  &  Co.,  of  Boston.  Messrs. 
A  ft  G.  Wceber  of  this  city  built  the  Hose  Carriage  **  Red 
Itover,^  and  tender  ^  Tiger.*^  Messrs.  Jewett  A  Sons,  of  Hart- 
ford,  Connecticut,  furnished  fifteen  hundred  feet  of  hose.  These 
!>arties  received  in  payment  City  Bonds,  having  twenty  years  to 
run  at  ten  per  cent,  interest 

In  January,  1C57,  R.  31.  Littler  was  re-elected  President,  A.  S. 
Alston  Treasurer,  and  J.  S.  Slaymaker  Secretary.  The  Engines 
being  expected,  officers  were  electcu  for  tlie  different  divisions,  as 
follows:  **l*ilot**  Engine,  Jas.  Morrow,  foreman;  •Witch'' 
Engine,  Daniel  Moore,  foreman  ;  Hose  divi:5icn,  Wm.  Hall,  fore- 
man. A  part  of  the  old  frame  warehouse  [on,  Seco  •"!  between 
Perry  and  Rock  Island  streets  wi^slcaso-T  for  •  ii  •*  Engine  House.'* 
The  Engines  were  shipped  around  ^  by  sea,"  and  arrived  in  the 
month  of  May  on  tbe  steamer  **  White  Cloud.^^    T\\«^  NVt^x^ 
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rcouivL'il  at  the  laiuVm^  liy  a  cuiiiiiutletf  of  "  In  .It' pen  dent's,'  am! 
h\  ii  Iciv  h.Mirs  Ihuy  witc  u;ij.^.;kuii  xiiid  "  sol  uji."  Tlif  II.isp  C;ir- 
lia^e  and  Tondcr,  and  hosi?,  Wing  loiidy,  Diivcnjiort  ci>iild  boast 
of  a  "  regnlar"  Firu  Comiiany,  numbering  o\tT  one-  bundled  mem- 
bers. Previous  to  this  time  the  company  bad  atteaded  Beveral 
fires,  and  "handled"  buckets  to  great  advaLita;^e. 

The  City  Council  purchased  the  lot  on  Brady  above  fifth  street 
where  the  present  Engine  Honse  (City  Hall)  stands,  from  Col.  J. 
W.  Young,  agent  for  Mr.  Wray,  for  fifty  dollars  per  front  foot. 
Messrs.  Fields  &  Sanders  took  the  contract  for  the  building  at 
furty-five  hundred  dollars.  The  apparatus  was  removed  to  the 
new  house  in  the  Fall  of  18fi7.  Pioneer  Ho  >k  and  Ladder  Com- 
pany number  one,  and  Fire  King  Engine  Company  number  two, 
were  organized  during  the  winter,  and  early  the  ensuing  year  they 
were  eiiuipped  with  apparatus.  The  Pioneer's  Truck,  Ladders', 
(fee,  were  paid  for  by  funds  raised  by  subscription  Henry 
Lafranco  was  their  first  foreman.  The  Fire  King's  pnruhased 
tlu'ir  Engine  at  Chicago  if  Motamora  Company  number  two,  and 
paid  for  it  twelve  hundred  and  twenty-live  d<dlari:,  and  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of  hose.  Thi^ 
was  also  raised  by  subscription-  Their  Engine  arrived  in  March, 
1858.  Geo.  L.  Davenport,  Esq.,  kindly  granted  tlieni  permission 
to  erect  a  house  on  his  property  on  Commercial,  bciwcen  Bradv 
and  Perry  streets.  The  Company  built  the  house.  Marsh  Nod 
s  the  first  foreman  of  number  two. 


1868.]  COUHTY  OP  BCOTT.  161 

great  credit  is  dae.  No  city  in  the  West  has  a  more  effioient  Fire 
Dipartment,  Since  the  first  organization,  the  members  have 
always  quickly  and  most  cheeriully  responded  to  every  call  ^  in 
heat  and  cold,  snmmer  or  winter,  they  are  ever  ready,  and  with  a 
promptness  seldom  equalled  are  on  "  the  spot."  Chief  Engineer 
Littler  and  his  assistants  merit  and  enjoy  the  good  will  of  tho 
whole  Department  Although  our  Fire  Department  is  organized 
on  the  **no  pay"  principle,  there  is  no  lack  of  service  or  want  of 
energy. 

MILITARY  C0\tPANIKS. 

There  was  at  least  one  comj)any  orgonized  in  Davenport  and 
disbanded  previous  to  the  year  1857,  when  a  number  of  the  (ter- 
man  citizens  organized  the  "  Davenport  Rifles"  on  the  3d  Febrn- 
uary.  They  made  their  first  parade  in  uniform  on  the  4th  of  July, 
1857,  commanded  by  Captain  A.  Iten  At  this  time  this,  llie 
oldest  company,  is  commanded  by  Captain  H.  Haupt. 

The  "Davenport  City  Artillery"  was  organized  the  9th  of  July, 

1857,  (the  first  preliminary  meeting  was  held  at  the  rooms  ot  ]\Jr. 
A.  S.  Alston,  one  week  previous.)  The  civil  organization  con- 
sisted of  John  Johns,  Jr.,  President;  F.  B,  Wilkie,  Vice  Presi- 
dent; C.  C.  Harris,  Secretary;  D.  W.  Van  Evrs,  Treasurer.  Tlu- 
military  organization  was,  Captain,  C.  N.  Schuyler;  First  Lieut- 
enant, W.  W.  Gallear;  Second  Lieutenant,  C.  C.  Harris;  'Ihird 
Lieutenant,  John  Johhs  ;  Orderly  Sergeant,  R.  M.  Littler.  Tlii> 
company  is  composed  of  good  material,  and  makes  a  handsoim 
appearance.  The  ofhcers  at  present  are,  John  Johns,  Captain  ; 
J.  D.  W.  Brewster,  First  Lieutenant;  E.  Y.  Lane,  Second  Lien- 
tenant. 

The  "Davenport  Guards"  (German)  were  organized  March, 

1858,  and  made  their  first  appearance  in  uniform  4th  July,  183^. 
They  are  generally  "  old  soldiers"  who  compose  this  company. 
They  are  commanded  by  Captain  1).  II.  Stuhr. 

The  Davenport  Sarsfield  Guards  were  organized  at  a  meeting 
held  at  Bailey's  Hall,  on  l^rady,  near  Fourth  street,  March,  1858, 
and  Edward  Jennings  elected  Captain.  He  resigned  in  a  few 
months,  when  the  command  was  unanimously  tendered  by  the 
company  to  Captain  11.  M.  Littler,  and  a  new  impetus  given  the 
organization.    Although    this  joung  company   VfQxe  oT%WK\2.^vi 
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ilariag  (he  "  money  panic,"  they  equipped  IhemsolTeH  with  a 
hondBOme  iiniform,  and  made  tlieir  first  parade  on  the  17th  of 
March,  1859. 

There  ia  do  young  city  in  iho  West  that  can  equal  Davenport 
lu  her  display  of  military.  The  companies  are  all  exceUently  uni- 
formed and  otficered,  and  should  their  services  be  ever  seeded  by 
their  country,  they  will  not  he  found  in  the  back  ground.  As  an 
L'vldence  of  the  promptitude  wo  mention  this  circumstance : 
During  the  troubles  in  Utah  Territory,  in  1857,  the  Secretary  of 
War  authorized  Col.  J.  li.  Buckner,  of  Illinois,  to  raise  a  regiment 
of  volunteers.  Captain  Littler  threw  his  colors  to  the  breeze,  and 
in  less  than  forty-eight  hours  was  on  his  way  to  "  head  quarters** 
with  a  roll  of  more  than  one  hundred  men,  who  volimteered  for 
"the  war."  The  Captain  hailed  from  Rock  Island,  and  was 
accepted  in  the  regiment.  His  company  went  into  camp  back 
upon  the  bluff,  and  atler  getting  "  all  ready"  and  w^ting  several 
weeks,  were  denied  the  privilege  by  peace  being  declared.  9ome 
of  the  *'boys"  were  so  much  pleased  with  a  soldier's  life,  that  the 
Captain  sent  a  number  ot  them  to  St.  Ijonisi,  where  they  wero 
ealistod  in  the  "  rognlar  service."  The  commiaBioned  officers  of 
Oompany  P,  Ist  Independent  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  wero 
R.  M.  LittJer,  Captain ;  F.  !}•  Wilkie,lBtLieutenant;  JohnJohns^ 
Jr.,  2d  Lieutenant. 

rPBLIC  BOILDISOS, 
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two  storios,  with  a  good  Hall,  where  the  City  Coanoil  meet  to 
transact  their  business.  The  same  Hall  was  nsed  on  tho  Sabbath 
by  the  Dutch  Reformed  church,  for  worship.' 

Our  County  Jail  is  worthy  of  note.  It  was  built  in  185((,  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  Hon.  Wm.  L.  Cook,  then  County  Judge* 
It  is  hewn  stone,  and  built  on  the  modem  improved  plan  for  pris- 
ons, and  is  one  of  the  best  buildings  of  the  kind  in  the  State  of 
Iowa. 

The  Court  House  is  the  same  one  built  in  1841,  and  requires 
constant  repairs  to  keep  it  in  order.  There  are  blocks  of  build* 
ings  of  much  beauty  and  architectural  finish  in  the  city.  Among 
them  may  be  noticed  the  Nickolls  block,  the  Metropolitan,  Cook 
A  Sargent's  Banking  House,  Davenport's  block,  Wuppermann's 
block,  Luse,  Lane  &  Co's,  Mervin's  and  others.  Of  private  resi- 
dences, we  might  enumerate  many  that  will  vie  with  those  of 
Eastern  cities,  both  in  nobleness  of  structure  and  elegance  of 
finish. 

The  hotels  of  this  city  are  numerous  and  of  every  grade.  Tho 
oldest  of  any  note  is  the  Le  Claire  House,  built  in  1839  by  A.  Lo 
Claire,  Esq.  This  time  honored  public  edifice  is  still  open  for  the 
reception  of  guests,  and  is  kept  by  CoL  MagilL  At  the  time  this 
hotel  was  built,  there  was  nothing  to  compare  with  it  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Valley.  It  wa<«  a  place  of  summer  resort  for  the  people  of 
St  Louis  and  other  Southern  cities,  who  usually  spent  several 
weeks  here  in  tho  heat  of  Summer,  finding  much  pleasure  in  bunt* 
ing  and  fishing.    It  has  a  central  position  in  the  city. 

The  Scott  House  is  one  of  the  best  poblic  houses  in  the  city, 
and  is  conducted  in  the  most  approved  style.  It  is  beautifully 
located  on  Front  street,  in  full  view  of  the  city  of  Rock  Island, 
the  Railroad  Bridge,  old  Fort  Armstrong,  and  has  an  extended 
view  up  and  down  the  river.  It  is  retired  and  pleasant  as  a 
boarding  place  for  men  of  business  and  those  having  family.  The 
aocommodations  are  excellent,  and  under  the  gentlemanly  deport- 
ment of  its  worthy  landlord  none  can  fail  to  be  well  pleased  with 
a  home  at  th  3  Scott  House. 

The  Pennsylvania  House  is  rather  a  new  institution.  A  part  of 
it  was  built  in  1854,  when  in  1857  the  great  increase  of  business 
induced  the  proprietors  to  enlarge  it  by  erecting  another  build- 
ing of  the  same  size  by  its  side,  raising  it  another  story  and  pnt- 
t.ng  on  a  new  roof  over  the  whole,  of  galvanized  iron.    It  is  one 
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ofttie  most  substantial  bnildiogs  of  tho  kind  in  the  West.  It  is 
sixty-four  by  ono  huniSrcd  nnd  lltirty  feet  on  the  ground,  built  of 
stone,  five  Btor'tcs  high.  It  contains  one  hundred  and  ten  rooniF, 
and  in  its  basL-ment  lias  an  :irtesian  weSl  one  Uandred  and  fifty 
feet  deep,  ei<;bly  fett  of  wliich  distance  was  bored  through  solid 
rock  without  a  seam.  This  well  cost  one  thousand  dollars.  The 
entire  cost  of  tho  Pennsylvania  House  was  sixty-four  thousand 
dollars,  including  furniture.  The  proprietor  and  builder,  who  still 
occupies  the  honsc,  is  an  old  and  tried  veteran  in  the  business.  He 
enjoys  a  lar'je  shara  of  piiMic  patronage.  It  is  the  depot  for  tho 
farmers  who  bring  in  their  grain  to  iiinrket,  having  ample  accom- 
modations for  beast  as  wfel!  as  man.  From  the  observatory  which 
crowns  this  spacious  building,  a  most  splendid  view  is  had  of  the 
city  of  Davenport  and  its  surronnilings,  with  the  beautiful  wind- 
ings  of  the  Mississippi  among  jls  many  islands.  The  Worden 
House,  as  enlarged,  is  very  respectable,  and  has  its  share  of 
jiatroriage. 

There  are  many  other  hotels  of  tlie  cily  ivortJiy  of  note  and 
entitled  to  all  credit,  bjtt  we  speak  of  but  one  more,  the  last  one 
erected.  We  moan  the  Unrtis  House.  This  noble  structure 
exceeds  in  mn<rnitndo  and  splendor  all  others  of  our  city,  or  in  the 
great  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  No  man  is  entitled  to  more  credit, 
nor  has  any  one  man  done  more  in  expending  his  money  for  the 
benefit  of  the  city,  the  county  and  tlie  public  generally,  than  Er. 
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many  years  before  it  will  be  excelled.    For  a  more  perfect  descrip* 
lion,  we  quote  from  "  Wilkie's  Davenport  Past  and  Present :" 

**  The  Burtis  'Housc'.is  a  simple  Dining  Room,  suiTOunded  on 
three  sides  by  Parlors,  Halls,  Bedrooms,  Closets,  etc.,  rising  to 
the  height  of  ti>'e  stories,  including  basement.  The  whole  struc- 
tare  is  one  hundred  and  eighteen  feet  on  Fifth  street,  and  one 
hundred  and  nine  feet  on  Iowa  street.  The  Dining  Koom  is  thirty- 
nine  by  eighty-one  feet,  supported  by  iron  columns,  and  magnifi- 
cently frescoed. 

"  In  the  Basement  there  is  the  Engine  Room,  containing  an 
engine  of  thirty  five  horse  power,  which,  in  connection  with  one  of 
Worthington's  pumps,  forces  the  water  to  a  tank  in  the  fifth  story, 
from  which  in  hot  and  cold  jets  it  is  distributed  to  every  Hall  in 
the  house.  There  are  also  upon  tliis  floor  a  Laundry  Room,  veined 
by  steam  pipes ;  a  Restaurant,  Billard  Room,  Smoking  Room, 
Barber  Shop,  Bath  Room,  and  three  Store  Rooms,  together  with 
a  multiplicity  of  smaller  rooms,  closets,  <fcc.,  unnecessary  to  men- 
tion. 

"  On  the  first  floor  is  found  the  Rotunda,  a  marble-floored,  lofty, 
and  roomy  arrangement,  with  trumpets,  bells,  Ac,  beautifully 
frescoed,  together  with  three  imposing  staircases,  leading  respec- 
tively to  the  Ladies',  Gents'  and  other  rooms  above.  It  commu- 
nicates with  external  entrances,  and  with  the  stairways  above 
alluded  to.  Upon  this  floor  are  also  the  Dining  Room,  (bv  far 
the  most  splendid  specimen  of  arcliitectual  beauty  in  the  West,) 
Reading  Room,  Ladies'  Parlors  with  folding  doors.  Wash  and 
Private  rooms,  the  latter  j>roiected  in  all  particulars  similar  to 
those  of  St.  Nicholas  Hotel,  New  York  City. 

"  Passing  from  this  floor  to  the  second,  by  either  of  the  beauti- 
fully constructed  staircases,  one  is  compelled  to  admire  the  work 
of  Mr.  Walker,  one  of  the  best  stairway  builders  in  the  West. 
On  the  second  floor  are  Parlors,  with  bedrooms  attached.  Linen 
closets,  suits  of  bed-rooms  and  parlors  atttiched  for  the  use  of  sev- 
eral families.  The  servants'  rooms  are  detached  from  other  parts 
of  the  house,  and  like  every  other  room  in  the  house,  are  well 
wanned  and  ventilated.  Each  room  is  warmed  by  steam,  and 
cooking  is  done  by  the  same  means.  Every  room  is  lofty,  and 
from  most  of  them  magnificent  views  of  Bluff  or  River  scenery  are 
obtainable.  The  Dining  Room,  occupying  as  it  does  the  centre  of 
the  house,  is  lighted  from  front,  rear  and  skylight.  Its  being 
located  in  the  precise  spot  it  is,  makes  it  a  vast  imj^rovement  over 
everything  else  of  the  kind.  The  Rotunda  is  in  all  respects  a  fine 
specimen  of  design  and  finish,  and  successfully  challenges  com- 
parison. 

"There  are  one  hundred  and  fifty  sleeping  rooms  in  the  house; 
basement  eighteen  rooms ;  first  floor  eighteen,  fcxclusive  of  the 
Rotunda;  and  the  remainder  of  the  rooms  are  distributed  on  the 
floors  above.     The  house  itself  is  on  the  Railroad,  and  but  a  few 
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•t«pa  from  thfl  Depot,  Hau  saving  to  tnTelen  the  expense  of 
Onutibss  bill. 

In  regard  to  Dr.  Bartis  bnt  little  need  be  said — as  former 
Lessee  of  *'Le  Claire  Honse,"  and  of  the  house  in  Lexington,  Mo., 
he  gained  a  repntation  for  mani^einent  in  the  hotel  bnsioess,  which 
no  eulogy  can  heighten.  There  is  but  a  small  share  of  wastera 
traret  for  a  few  years  back,  that  ha8  not  been  indebted  to  Dr. 
Bortis  for  those  gentlemanly  and  hospitable  attentions  that  tend 
flo  much  to  lessen  the  discomforts  of  trayel,  and  to  ameliorate  tha 
hardships  of  absence  from  home. 

The  Furniture,  which  is  of  the  very  best  quality,  was  furnished 
in  New  York.  The  whole  house  is  tic;hted  by  Gas,  and  in  every 
respect  superior  to  any  other  in  the  United  States." 

PUBLIC  SCQOOL8. 

Ho  State  has  ever  entered  the  Union  with  more  liberal  enconr' 
agement  for  Common  and  Academic  Schools  than  Iowa.  Con- 
gress gare  to  the  State  fire  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  the 
interest  of  which  is  used  for  the  support  of  common  schools, 
besides  every  sixteenth  section,  and  five  per  cent,  on  bbIps  of  all 
the  public  lands,  with  all  fines  collected  for  a  breach  of  the  penal 
laws  of  the  State.  In  the  city  of  Davenport  there  are  seven  pub- 
lic school  houses,  many  of  which  are  costly  and  commodious  build- 
ings, and  all  supplied  with  able  and  efficient  teachers. 

Th»  public  schools  of  the  city  are  all  onder  a  Superintendent, 
who  has  a  general  oversight  of  all  the  oommon  schools,  is  Prinoi- 
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fioraned  Md  ad<q^Ml,  which  contiiiaed  without  material  altsratioii 
or  amendment  nntil  the  present  time. 

The  officers  elected  at  the  organization  were — 

Rev.  D.  Worthington^  President;  Charles  Leslie,  Secretarr. 

And  at  the  subseqaent  anniversary  meetings  the  minutes  of  the 
Society  show  the  following  election  of  officers : 

In  1843,  Rev.  Z.  H.  Goldsmith,  President;  Rev.  D.  Worthing- 
ton,  Secretary ;  Wm.  L.  Cook,  Treasurer. 

Who  continued  in  until  1847,  when — 

Rev.  Z.  H.  Goldsmith  was  elected  President;  Rev.  Ephriam 
Adams,  Secretary;  Wm-L.  Cook, Treasurer. 

In  1848,  Rev.  Ephraim  Adams,  President;  Asa  Prescott,  Sec» 
retary ;  Alfred  Sanders,  Treasurer. 

In  1849,  Rev.  Ephriam  Adams,  President;  Asa  Prescott,  Sec 
retary ;  Rufns  RicKer,  Treasurer. 

In  1850,  Rev.  J.  D.  Mason,  President ;  Rev.  Asa  Prescott,  Sec 
retary ;  Rut  us  Ricker,  Treasurer. 

In  1851,  Rev.  J.  D.  Mason,  President;  H.  Price,  Treasurer 
Rev.  H.  L.  Bullen,  Secretary. 

In  1852,  Rev.  J.  D.  Mason,  President;  H.  Price,  Treasurer 
Rev.  H  L.  Bullen,  Secretary. 

In  1853,  Rev.  J.  D.  Mason,  President;  Prof  D.  S.  Sheldon,  Sec 
retary ;  Jno.  H.  Morton  Treasurer. 

In  1854,11.  Price,  President;  Rev.  J.  D.  Mason,  S#cretary 
Jas.  M.  Dalzell,  Treasurer. 

In  1855,  H.  Price,  President;  Rev.  J.  D.  Mason,  Secretary;  J 
M.  Dalzell,  Treasurer. 

In  1850,  Strong  Burnell  President;  Rev.  J.  D.  Maaon,  Secre 
tary ;  H.  Price,  Treasurer. 

In  1857,  II.  Y.  Slay  maker.  President;  Rev.  J.  D.  Mason,  Sec 
retary;  H.  Price,  Treasurer. 

In  1858,  Rev.  J.  D.  Mason,  President 

In  1859,  W.  Barrows,  President 

The  Treasurer's  books  show  also  that  the  aggregate  receipts 
have  been  $1,101.49.  The  receipts  for  the  first  year  were  $9.37, 
and  for  the  year  1859,  $848,  showing  a  steady  increase  in  the  col- 
lections of  the  Society,  equal  if  not  exceeding  the  increase  in 
wealth  and  population  of  the  county. 

This  money  has  been  expended  in  the  purchase  of  bibles  and 
testaments  in  different  languages,  which  have  been  distributed 
among  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  and  county,  without  any  dis- 
tinction of  sect  or  party. 

The  names  of  persons  contributing  to  the  funds  of  the  Society 
are  registered  on  the  Treasurer's  book,  and  thereby  become  mem- 
bers of  the  Society." 

CEMBTBBIBS. 

There  are  four  burying  places  for  the  dead,  in  and  near  the  city 
limits.    The  oldest,  and  the  one  principally  used'  up  to  1856,  was 
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that  located  on  the  banks  of  the  rivor,  about  a  mile  below  Brady 
"trcet.    Tliw  ground  becoming  too  small,  another  was  selected  by 
A.  C.  FnltoD  in  18o5,  some  two  miles  north  of  the  city,  callcd- 
"  Pine  Hill  Cemetery,"  which  is  located  ii[]on  a  high  and  beautiful 
]irairie,  and  tastefully  laid  out 

In  1866,  a  society  was  formed  and  incorporated,  by  the  name 
of  "  Oakdatc  Cemetery,"  on  (he  14th  of  May  of  that  year.  Tho 
'iriginal  incorporators  nerc  fifteen  in  number,  out  of  which  nine 
Directors  were  chosen  on  the  22d  of  ilay,  1856.  Its  principal 
officers  were  Wm.  H.  Hildrctb,  President ;  W.  H.  F.  Gurley, 
Secretary,  and  A.  11.  Barrow,  Treasurer.  The  charter  of  the  cor. 
ijoration  extends  for  twenty  years.  Forty  acres  of  ground  were 
purchased  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  city,  near  Duck 
tjreck,  and  a  seientiiic  Engineer,  Capt.  Do  La  Roche,  of  Wash- 
ington City,  employed  to  lay  off  the  grounds.  The  location  is  one 
of  much  beauty,  well  selected  for  the  purposes  desired,  being 
high  rolling  prairie,  dotted  over  with  native  oak,  forming,  in  its 
own  native  loveliness,  a  spot  beautiful  for  the  last  resting  place  of 
man  It  overlooks  the  broad  prairie,  covered  over  with  highly 
cultivated  lart»8,  while  thesilver  waters  of  Duck  Creek  wind  their 
serpentine  course  through  its  rich  and  lovely  valley.  Much  credit 
is  due  to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  their  taste  in  selecting  the 
;^onnd,  and  their  perseverance  in  carrying  iiitoefTect  an  object  of 
no  great  importance.    It  was  laid  out  on  a  magnificent  plan  of 

rclea,  belts,  angles,    and    curtex,  buLiinkd  and  intersected    by 
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BELIG10U8. 

We  now  enter  apon  the  history  ot  the  Churches  of  Davenport 
from  their  first  beginning  to  the  present  time,  which  will  close  the 
history  of  Davenport  Township. 

BOMAX  CATHOLIC  CUUBCH. 

The  first  church  organization  in  Davenport  was  St.  Anthony's, 
Roman  Catholic.  As  early  as  1836,  priests  from  the  Mission  at 
Du  Baqne,  preached  here  occasionally  in  private  houses.  In  the 
spring  of  1838,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Mazzuchelly,  an  Italian  by  birth, 
visited  Davenport  and  organized  a  church.  During  the  summer, 
Antoine  Le  Claine,  Esq.,  erected  a  small  brick  church,  twenty-five 
by  forty  feet,  on  Church  Square.  This  little  edifice  was  the  first 
building  of  the  kind  in  Davenport.  It  was  used  for  a  long  tfme 
for  a  church,  school  house,  priest's  residence,  etc.,  until  1843, 
when  addition  was  put  to  it  This  building  was  for  some  years 
the  largest  public  edifice  in  the  town,  and  was  used  by  all  large 
assemblies  to  deliberate  upon  matters  of  public  interest. 

In  1839,  the  Rev.  J.  A,  M.  Pelamorgucs  took  charge  of  the  con- 
gregation, and  is  yet  pastor  ot  that  church.  Mr.  Polaniorgues 
was  the  only  priest  at  that  time  in  Iowa,  South  of  DuBuquo,  and 
for  many  years  he  visited  Burlington,  Muscatine,  Iowa  City,  Rock- 
ingham and  Clinton  county,  preaching  and  establishing churclus. 
The  number  of  Catholic  families  in  Scott  <!Ounty  in  1830  was  bul 
fifteen.  They  were  nearly  all  new  settlors,  and  mostly  poor  but 
honest  and  industrious.  A  few  yet  remain,  enjoying  the  rewards 
of  their  early  privations,  and  are  among  the  best  portions  of  our. 
citizens. 

On  the  23d  of  May,  1839,  St.  Anthony's  Church  was  dedicated 
by  the  Right  Rev.Bishop  Loras,  of  Du  Buque,  assisted  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Mazzuchelly.  In  18-48,  when  the  church  was  enlarged,  the 
number  of  Catholic  families  was  about  fifty.  "Money  at  that  time 
was  so  scarce,"  says  a  member  of  that  church,  "that  only  twenty 
dollars  were  collected  in  cash  to  build  the  addition."  The  num- 
ber of  Catholics  increased  very  slowly,  until  1854.  In  1849,  the 
present  stone  church  was  commenced,  and  only  finished  in  1854. 

In  1852,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pelamorgues  visited  France,  and  during 
his  absence,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Plathe  and  Mr.  McCabe,  took  charge  of 
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the  congregation,  and  continued  the  chorch  bnildtng.  In  1855,  a 
new  stone  eharch  was  bnilt  for  the  Oermans  in  "  Mitchell's  Addi- 
tion," Mr.  Mitchell  donating  the  land.  This  ohnrch  was  organized 
in  1896,  and  the  Rev.  Michael  FlammaD^  placed  in  charge.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Ii«T.  Mr.  Baumgartner,  who  was  removed  from 
Davenport  in  1848.  The  present  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Niermann. 

In  1858,  the  number  oi  CathoUcs  increased  very  fast,  a  third 
chnrch  was  erected  on  Le  Claire  street,  on  the  bluffs,  by  Mr.  Le 
Claire,  who  also  gave  the  sqaare  of  ground  npon  which  it  stands. 
It  is  called  "  Ste.  Margueritc't  Church,"  and  is  a  noble  edifice,  an 
ornament  to  the  city  and  an  honor  to  the  great  liberality  of  Mr. 
Le  CUire,  who  bniit  it.  The  Kev.  A.  Trevis  was  appointed  pastor, 
and  has  continued  until  the  present  time  to  minister  to  the  con- 
gregation. His  asaistant  was  the  Rev.  H.  Cosgrovc,  who  has 
recently  removed  to  Walnut  Grove,  where  he  ofSoiates,  and  also 
preaches  at  Lo  Claire,  and  other  places  in  Scott  and  Clinton 
counties. 

In  1968,  the  number  of  Catholics  in  the  cityof  Davenport  alone, 
amounted  to  about  seren  thousand.  There  are  five  churches  in 
Scott  conniy  and  four  cloreymen,  of  the  Roman  Catholic  denom- 
ination. A  school  was  opened  in  connection  with  the  church  by 
Mr.  Pelamorgues  in  183B,  and  has  contined  ever  since.  The  first 
year  the  number  of  pupils  was  about  forty ;  out  of  this  number 
>nly  belont^eil  to  O:iiliolic  paiKiits.     In  1S59,  about  b" 
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Ilie  Oaibolio  ohnrch  of  Davenport  has  nndoubtedlyy  like  otherSi 
had  its  daj8  of  darkness  and  trouble.  A  majority  of  the  congre* 
gation  are  poor,  bat,  unlike  all  others,  it  has  its  Le  Claire,  its 
Ifitchell,  and  its  Davenport  The  land  upon  which  all  of  the 
Cathlic  churches  are  located,  has  been  donated  by  these  gentle- 
men, who  are  not  only  wealthy,  but  liberal  with  their  means. 
They  have  ever  stood  with  open  hands  to  answer  the  calls  of  the 
church. 

Of  the  Pastor,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pelamorgues,  whom  we  have 
known  for  more  than  twenty  years,  we  can  speak,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  of  his  faithfulness  over  his  charge.  Long  and 
steadily  has  he  labored  for  their  good.  Not  only  has  he  devoted 
his  time  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  his  people,  but  for  the  last  twenty 
years  has  he  been  the  faithful  teacher  of  the  youth  of  his  congre- 
gation. As  a  christian  and  pastor,  none  has  been  more  kind  and 
fiftithful.  He  is  aa  *'  Old  Settler."  He  belongs  to  that  pioneer 
band  who  first  began  to  clear  away  the  relics  ot  barbarism  in  this 
valley,  and  introduced  the  gospel  of  peace.  His  character  among 
all  men  is  above  reproach,  and  his  amiable  and  friendly  greeting 
is  alway.^  received  with  pleasure  by  all  who  know  him.  In  1858, 
Father  Pelamorgues  received  the  high  appointment  of  Bishop  of 
the  Northwest,  a  proper  and  complimentary  appreciation  on  the 
part  of  the  Church  of  his  private  worth  and  public  labors.  But 
the  good  old  man  preferred  to  remain  with  his  people  at  his  old 
home  here,  to  enjoying  even  so  high  an  honor  with  its  increase  of 
emolument  and  influence,  as  was  thus  extended  to  him  unsolicited. 
To  secure  his  object,  he  even  made  a  visit  to  Italy,  and  laying  his 
case  before  the  Pope,  was  generously  permitted  to  occupy  undis- 
ttirbed  his  old  position  in  this  commnnity.  Such  an  instance  of 
declination  of  high  position,  is  rare  and  remarkable,  and  the 
incidents  forms  a  higher  eulogy  upon  the  good  Father  than  the 
choicest  phrase  of  encomium  we  might  use. 

PBBSBTTEBIAN  CHURCH. 

Like  many  other  churches  in  the  West,  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Davenport  is  without  a  full  record  of  its  early  history. 
Among  the  emmigrants  of  1835,  '36  and  '37,  not  more  than  ten 
or  twelve  persons  could  be  found  who  were  of  that  denomination. 
These  worshipped  at  first,  in  common  with  others  wherever  there 
was  preaching  in  other  denominations,  until  the  20th  or  ilst  of 
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April,  1838,  when  s  little  band  often  was  gathered  together  in  a 
small  bnilding  that  stood  above  the  alley  on  Ripley  street, 
between  Front  and  Second,  belonging  to  T.  S.  Hoge,  and  Bince 
dfiitroyed  by  fire.  Here  they  worshiped  for  a  year  with  Bnch  sup- 
ply of  minUterial  aid  aa  conld  bo  obtained.  They  were  from  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  United  States.  Mrs.  Ann  Mitchell,  mother  of  the 
Hon.  G.  C.  K.  Mitchell,  from  Alabama ;  Dr.  A.  C.  Donaldson  and 
wife,  from  Pa.;  Robert  Christie  and  wife,  from  Ohio ;  Mrs. 
Jemima  ISarkley,  from  Pa.,  and  T,  S.  Hogo  andtwife,  from  Ohio. 
These  composed  the  first  congregation,  two  ot  whom  have  since 
died,  Mrs.  Mitchell  and  Mrs.  Chrlatip.  Dr.  Donaldson  removed 
to  St.  Louis,  ami  afterwards  to  California,  and  T.  S.  Hoge  to  New 
York  city.     The  remainder  are  still  lesidents  of  Davenport. 

Tho  following  year  J.  M.  D.  Burrows  and  wife,  and  one  or  two 
others  were  added  to  their  number,  and  with  these  few  a  church 
was  organized  in  a  little  frame  school  house,  yet  standing  near 
the  corner  of  Fourth  and  Harrison  streets,  on  the  6th  of  May, 
1839.  The  Pioneer  clergymen  who  olhciated  upon  this  occasion, 
were  the  Kev.  Ithamar  Pillsbury,  of  Andover,  Illinois,  Rev.  M. 
Hummer,  of  Stephenson,  Illinois,  and  Rev,  Enoch  Mead,  of  Rock- 
ingham, low.i.  Mr.  Pillsbury  preached  the  sermon  upon  the 
occasion,  from  Mark,  16th  chaiiter,  15th  and  IGth  verses. 

As  some  six  years  of  the  records  of  this  church  have  been  lost, 
and  much  pains  taken  to  fix  dates  and  places,  I  would  observe 
'-'li  tli^-  kindnt^Ks  ol  Hev.  Mr.  Mi-iuis.  the  facts  have  been 
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was  a  day  of  trial,  yet  of  hope.  But  faint  gleams  of  light  broke 
from  the  dark  clouds  that  hung  over  the  moral  atmosphere  of  the 
Far  West  at  that  day,  and  as  the  little  band  gathered  round  the 
Table  of  the  Lord  for  the  first  time  in  the  new  land,  their  thoughts 
went  back  to  the  days  "  When  first  they  knew  the  Lord,"  and  in 
humble  communion  with  him,  again  they  sang  his  praise,  and  uni- 
ted once  more  in  covenant  bands  with  Him  in  the  land  of  their 
adoption.  For  four  years  this  church  had  no  stated  ministerial 
supply,  during  which  a  few  more  were  added,  having  preaching 
only  occasionally  from  the  clergymen  above  named,  and  a  few 
others  who  were  traveling  through  the  regions  of  country  beyond 
the  Mississippi  river.  In  1842,  J.M.  D.  Burrows  and  T.  S.  Hoge, 
were  chosen  and  ordained  Elders  in  the  church,  an  office  Mr.  B. 
still  holds  and  fills  with  much  acceptance. 

The  first  stated  supply  of  preaching  was  in  the  spring  of  1843, 
by  the  Ilov.  Samuel  Cleland.  He  had  charge  of  this,  and  the 
church  at  Stcjihenson  for  about  four  years.  During  this  period 
the  infant  church  struggled  on  amid  many  discouragements.  The 
emigration  to  the  West  during  these  years  was  slow.  But  few 
were  added  to  its  numbers.  It  was  the  day  of  small  things,  but 
the  little  pilgrim  band  proved  themselves  somewhat  like  Gideon's 
host,  "  faint  yet  pursuing."  As  an  evidence  of  their  zeal,  faith 
and  courage,  they  erected,  in  these  days  of  darkness,  their  first 
house  of  worship,  a  small  brick  building,  where  the  present  edifice 
stands.  Even  after  the  completion  and  occupancy  of  this  primi- 
tive church,  they  were  at  times  almost  ready  to  sit  down  in  sad- 
ness, and  give  up  their  most  cherished  object.  But  again  they 
took  their  "Harps  from  willows  down,"  and  tuning  them  anew, 
they  sang — 

"Though  in  a  foreign  land 
We  are  not  far  fi'om  home, 

And  nearer  to  our  house  above 
We  every  moment  come, 

When  we  in  darkness  walk, 
Nor  feel  the  heavenly  fiame, 

Then  is  the  time  to  trust  our  God 
And  rest  upon  his  name." 

Charles  C.  Williams  came  to  Iowa,  in  Aucfust  1844.  He  was 
from  Newark,  N.  J.,  where  he  had  spent  many  years  of  his  earlier 
life,  actively  engaged  in  eve»"y  good  work.    He  was  an   elder  in 
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the  First  Presbyterian  ohoroh  of  that  oity,  and  afterwards  in  Uk9 
Central  cfaarch  for  many  years.  He  was  a  man  of  most  ardent 
piety,  ever  ready  to  lend  his  aid  and  iaflaenoe  in  promoting  tb« 
oaus*  of  tlie  Redeemer's  Kingdom.  His  conneoUon  wUh  the 
oharch  of  Davenport,  was  at  a  time  when  it  most  needed  spiritnal 
aid  and  enoonr^eraent  It  had  passed  throagh  the  first  ordeal 
of  a  formation  and  organization,  and  was  ezperienoing  that  lone* 
liness  and  destitntion,  which  so  often  settles  down  on  onr  western 
churches  in  their  feeble  commencement.  At  this  lime  Mr.  T.  S. 
Iloge,  i\n  Elder,  and  one  of  its  members,  were  about  to  leave  and 
settle  in  (j-alena ;  and  some  other  valued  members  were  seeking 
homes  In  other  places,  so  that  the  infant  chnroh  felt  severely  thesa 
lusset.  At  this  crisis,  Mr<  Williams  seemed  providentially  sent 
among  them  to  cheer  and  strengthen,  by  his  inflnenoe  and  prayers, 
this  wcakfind  straggling  chnrch.  He  and  James  M.  Dalzell  were 
ordained  and  set  apart  as  Eiders  in  this  cfaarch.  His  first  work, 
with  the  help  of  others,  was  to  establish  a  Sabbath  School,  which 
has  continued  to  this  day  with  increafliug  interest,  and  of  which 
he  was  Superintendent  to  the  Ume  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  Septamber,  1852. 

Precious  now  is  the  remembrance  of  those  days  to  some  who 
have  lived  to  the  present  time,  and  precious  indeed  is  the  memory 
of  those  who  have  gone  to  their  reward.  In  the  midst  of  poverty 
and  disoonragement,  and  when  the  little  church  had  dwindled 
down  to  ii  few  members,  and  tliought3  of  giviug  np    were  prcva- 


IMS.]  oomrrr  or  aoorr.  175 

Ripley,  of  the  Oongregational  body,  and  Senior  Professor  in  Iowa 
College,  preached  for  the  church  with  much  acceptance.  In  the 
eammer  of  1859,  the  present  edifice  was  erected,  haying  the  first 
bell  and  steeple  in  the  city. 

On  the  27th  of  September,  1349,  for  the  first  time,  a  formal  call 
was  made  out  by  the  church  to  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Mason  to  become 
their  pastor.  The  call  was  duly  presented  before  the  Presbytery 
of  Iowa  and  accepted.  The  pastoral  duties  commenced  the  first 
Sabbath  in  November,  1849.  The  church  at  that  time  consisted 
of  about  thirty  members,  and  the  town  of  about  twelve  hundred 
inhabitants.  During  the  mmistry  of  Mr.  Mason,  no  special  sea- 
sons of  grace  have  been  enjoyed,  but  a  steady  increase  of  the 
church,  both  by  profession  and  by  letter.  In  1857,  the  list  of 
membership  reached  two  hundred,  but  owing  to  the  financial  dis- 
tress of  the  West,  which  has  caused  many  to  leave,  its  members 
are  now  reduced  to  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

With  what  satisfaction  and  joy  must  the  early  members  of  this 
church  look  back  upon  their  wanderings  since  their  advent  into 
this  new  and  strange  land.  How  well  do  they  remember  the 
days  of  their  pilgrimage,  without  the  dispensation  of  the  Word  of 
Life,  without  a  place  to  worship,  and  almost  witiiout  a  shepherd. 
Yet,  in  all  their  journeys,  they  lost  not  sight  of  Him  who  *'  feeds 
His  kheep  and  carries  the  tender  lambs  in  his  bosom.^'  Though 
their  spiritual  food  was  not  dealt  out  to  them  with  an  unsparing 
hand,  yet  they  forgot  not  all  His  benefits  and  mercies  to  them,  and 
ill  their  wanderings  "they  gathered  here  a  little  and  there  a  lit- 
tle." Precious  crumbs  that  fed  them  by  the  way,  and  many  are 
the  hallowed  recollections  of  trials  and  afllictions  in  thus  planting 
the  infant  church  in  their  new  homes. 

Immediately  after  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mason  entered  upon  his  duties 
a<f  pastor,  the  church  consented  to  his  spending  one  Sabbath  in 
e  ich  month  in  the  Berlin  church,  at  the  head  of  the  Rapids,  (now 
Le  Claire,)  which  church  had  been  organized  some  years  previ- 
oi  8.  At  the  expiration  ot  eighteen  months,  this  church  and  vicin- 
ity became  a  separate  missionary  charge  under  the  ministerial 
charge  of  liev.  W.  C.  Mason.  About  two  years  after  this,  the 
Rjv.  Hugh  Hutchinson  became  the  pastoi,  and  under  his  ministry 
of  about  two  years,  the  Princeton  church  was  organized.  Mr* 
Hutchinson  has  since  died.  Being  released  from  the  Le  Claire 
charge,  the  pastor  of  tbe  Davenport  church  turned  his  attention 
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in  a  misstonaiy  point  of  view  to  the  establishment  of  a  chnroh  in 
the  Bine  Grass  GettlcmoDt,  and  organized  a.  FreabytGiiaa  church 
there  in  the  honse  of  John  Itobinson,  now  deceased.  After  nearly 
three  years,  this  church  also  became  a  separate  charge  together 
with  the  church  established  at  Walcot,  under  the  ministerial  caro 
oftlie  Itev.  Jehn  M.  Jones.  Again  relc.isod  from  this  part  of  his 
cliargo,  Mr.  Mason  commenced  stated  meetings  in  the  settlement 
known  as  the  "Ohurcliill  Settlement."  Mr.  Churcliill  had  dona- 
ted a  lot  of  five  acres  of  ground  for  a  Presbyterian  church  site. 
On  the  IGtli  of  February,  1858,  at  the  close  of  worship,  in  the 
house  of  William  Yocmn,  it  was  resolved  to  undertake  the  erec- 
lion  ot  a  church  edifice  on  the  site  donated.  The  following  sixth 
1)1' July,  the  house  was  enclosed,  temporarily  seated,  and  achurcli 
•  u-'<:mized,  consisting  of  twenty-eight  members,  under  the  name 
of  "  Tlie  Presbyterian  Church  of  SumtuiL"  At  this  meeting,  the 
Itev.  Jolni  Ekin,  1).  D.,  now  pastor  of  the  church  of  Le  Claire, 
])reached  tlie  sermon,  and  the  licv.  J.  h.  Mason,  Rev.  John  M. 
Jones  .ind  Elder  James  Jack,  org.-inii:ed  the  church.  On  the  15th 
of  February,  ]  8)0,  just  a  year  from  the  time  they  determined  to 
Imild,  a  neat  frame  building,  Ihirty-two  by  i'orty  feet  was  com- 
pleted, paid  for,  and  dedicated  to  Almighty  God.  In  this  enter. 
prise,  all  were  interested  in  the  settlement,  but  Charles  Kinkaid, 
Esq.,  liuling  Klder  in  the  church  at  Davenport,  rendered  efliuicni 
and  valuable  service.    The  church  now  consists   of  foity-om- 
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ABTICLE  m. 

WAKON^HUTS-KEE'S  SCALPING  KSJ¥E. 

To  the  Hinu>rablCj  the  President  and  Secretary^ 

of  the  Stmti  Historical  Society  of  Iowa: 

Oektlsmsn — Permit  me  to  deposit^  in  the  archieves  of  tbe 
State  Historical  Society  cf  Iowa,  the  accompanying  scalping 
knife,  once  the  property  of  "  Wa-kon-shnts-kee,"  a  second  class 
chief,  of  the  Winnebago  nation.  It  came  into  my  possession,  in 
the  Sammer  of  1835,  as  a  present  from  Dean  Gay,  who,  in  1825, 
was  a  Sergeant  in  Company  "  I,"  of  the  Third  Regiment,  of  Uni- 
ted States  Infantry,  then  stationed  at  Fort  Crawford,  near  the 
mouth  of  Wisconsin  river.  After  carrying  it  a  number  of  years  in 
my  hunting  scabbard,  it  was  introdnced  into  the  service  of  my 
family,  under  the  n:ime  of  "The  Indian  Butcher  Knife,"  where 
the  frequent  sharpening  of  it,  for  the  culinary  uses  of  the  kitchen, 
by  whetting  it,  as  a  hurried  convenience  might  suggest,  upon  tht* 
btone  doorstep,  the  beam  of  the  steelyard,  or  stove  hearth,  has 
reduced  it  from  a  slightly  worn  blade  to  its  present  appeaijinre. 
In  other  respects,  it  retains  its  orignal  appearance.  The  knife  is 
apparently  of  English  manufacture,  and  of  the  kind  furnished  the 
Indians  by  the  Hudson  Bay  Company. 

As  insignificant  and  worthless  as  it  may  ap])ear,  U  performed  an 
act  that  resulted  in  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Winnebago,  whiili 
fleprived  the  Winnebago  nation  of  their  large  possession  on  tie 
Wisconsin  river,  and  originated,  twenty  eight  years  ago,  the 
annual  payment  of  forty  thousand  dollars  to  the  tribe.  It  is 
believed  that  it  perfonned  an  act,  in  the  hand  of  Wakon-shuts- 
kec,  that  has  cost  the  Government  of  the  United  States  more  than 
a  million  of  dollars,  with  a  continued  annual  treaty  exj^inditiire, 
that  ceases  only  with  the  extinction  of  the  Winnebago  nation. 
It  is  quite  certain  that  it  performed  an  act,  which  in  the  SunniuT 
of  1825,  caused,  m  the  cities  of  Buffalo,  Kochcster,  AIbai»y,  N<'W 
York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  over  thirty  thousand  vohnili'cr 
soldiers  to  pass  in  review  before  eleven  <-hit*fs  of  the  Winncb.i.ixo 
nation,  who  were  on  their  way  to  Washington,  accompanied    by 

Governor  Ca*  s,  of  the  Territorj  of  Michigan.     It  moy  be  said  tliat 

4 


176  AmALa  or  lowA.  \potL 

this  knife  eontrltinted  much  to  a  natioDal  scqnaintuiee  villi  the- 
name  of  General  Casa.  For  it  was  on  the  occasion  of  Uie  vit^it  of 
theee  cliiefs  to  the  City  of  Washington,  that  as  a  boy  I  first  saw 
and  li'ard  the  name  of  this  diatinguished  Btatcsman. 

Tlie  history  of  the  knife,  as  I  received  it  from  Sergeant  Gay,  is 
as  iollows:  In  the  month  of  February,  of  the  year  1825,  George 
Allen,  William  Sublett  and  Platon  Lamar,  while  in  the  occnpanoy 
of  aloy-cabin,  situated  upon  the  north  side  oftlie  Wisconsin  river, 
iibonl  three  miles  from  its  month,  cinplojed  in  getting  out  lumber 
fjr  thu  use  of  the  Garrison  at  Fort  Crawford,  were  adroitly  de- 
coyed from  their  eabin,  in  the  night  time,  by  Wa-kon-shnts-kee, 
iuul  by  liim  murdered  and  etalped  with  the  knife  here  precented. 
The  muriUr  was  soon  alter  discovered,  and  reported  to  Col.  Tay- 
lor, then  ill  command  at  Fort  Crawford,  and  a  reward  was  imme- 
dialely  oJlVrcd  at  the  garrison,  tor  the  arrest  of  the  murderer.  A 
short  time  after  ihe  murder,  Wa  kou  Bhuts-kce,  who  was  then  en- 
camped with  his  band  at  the  moulh  of  Coole  De  Sioux, (now  occu- 
)iied  by  (he  town  of  McGregor,  in  the  county  ot  Clayton,  Iowa,) 
\ve;it  over  to  Prairie  Du  Chien,  with  a  part  of  his  band,  where, 
under  the  influenca  of  liijuor,  lit  showed  the  scalps  of  the  murder- 
ed iiu-n,  iiiid  boatitcd  that,  although  he  was  accompanied  by  two 
ulhcr  Indians,  lied  Wing  and  Pine  Top,  he  alone  had  taken  the 
three  m-al|in.  This  boast  being  made  known  to  Col.  Taylor  soon 
iifler  llio  Indians  Lad  si  ailed  upon  their  return  to  the  opposite 
-iile  ol  the  river,  early  the  neil  morning  be  difpatohcd  Sei-geant 
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MB  waniorBy  who  would  applaad  the  act  that  he  had  eonmutted,  aa 
ooon  as  they  were  made  acquainted  with  the  courage  and  adrcnt- 
neM  that  he  had  manifested  in  its  conctummation.  Placinj^  the 
three  scalps,  his  knife  and  hatchet  upon  the  table  in  front  of  the 
officers,  he  proceeded  to  address  them  through  the  interpreter,  giv- 
ing the  particulars  of  the  murder  as  follows :  ^4led  Wing  and 
Pine  Top  came  to  my  wigwam  and  said :  *  When  the  grass  be- 
gins to  grow,  our  people  would  p;o  upon  the  war-path  against  the 
white  man.'  ^8ome  of  our  people'  they  said,  *did  not  want  to 
go  to  war,  and  they  asked  me  to  go  with  them,  and  help  to  kill 
three  white  men  on  the  Wisconsin.'  They  said,  *  when  these 
men  were  killed,  some  Indians  would  be  killed.  Then  allourpeo^ 
pie  would  be  willing  to  go  upon  the  warpath.'  I  told  them  I 
would  go.  We  went  to  the  cabin  of  the  white  men  in  the  day 
time,  when  they  were  away  to  work.  We  examined  the  cabin, 
and  took  nothing  from  the  inside.  The  door  opened  towards  the 
river.  The  fire-place  was  at  the  end  of  the  cabin  up  the  river. 
The  bed  at  the  end  down  the  river.  I  made  a  hole  through  the 
chinking  under  the  bed,  so  that  we  could  see  into  the  cabin.  We 
then  went  away,  \akir.g  with  us  a  small  dog  that  belonged  to  the 
white  men,  which  we  killed.  The  next  night  being  dark  and 
rainy,  we  started  for  the  cabin,  each  having  a  knife  and  hatchet. 
We  were  to  enter  the  cabin  and  to  say  that  our  canoe  had  been 
apftet  in  the  river,  and  we  had  lost  our  guns.  At  the  right  time, 
when  the  men  were  all  sitting  down,  Pine  Top  was  to  whistle, 
when  each  was  to  single  out  a  man  and  kill  him.  When  we  cane 
near  the  cabin,  Pint*  Top  and  Ked  Wing  said,  Mhe  men  weie 
^reat  hunters,  and  always  carried  their  knivea  with  them.'  They 
said,  *  we  had  better  turn  back,  and  come  the  next  day  with  our 
gun?,  and  shoot  them  when  they  were  at  work.'  Pine  Top  and 
lied  Wiiv^  are  squaws.  I  told  them  to  hide  in  the  bushes,  and  I 
would  go  and  see  what  I  could  do.  I  crept  up  to  the  hole  that  I 
had  made  near  the  corner  of  the  cabin,  and  looked  in.  One  of  the 
men  wms  sitting  upon  one  side  of  thb  fire  place,  with  his  head 
thrown  back  against  the  cabin,  smoking  a  pipe.  The  small  man 
WHS  sitting  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  fire  place,  mending  his 
111 v<•^^'l sins  :  and  the  other  was  washing:  SDm'j  dishes  at  a  table 
i  I  front  of  the  fire.  I  went  to  the  door,  scratched  upon  it,  gave  :i 
low  wlii*:t!inir  whine;  and  then  jnmj)cd  around  the  corner  ot  tK<? 
li.'USi,  and  l'r)k'»«Mn  at  tlio  Imle.     The  mm  that  was  washing  the 
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HAm  «*b*  U»  tbo  dour,  <^ened  it,  sod  told  the  d(^  to  •««•  i«. 
H*  waited  ft  lUoit  time,  vbea  tb«  dog  oot  Goming  in,  be  ekwed  tbo 
deor  and  went  to  work  again,  waihiag  hii  diahea.  I  agun  went 
to  tbe  door,  imitated  the  dog,  and  returned  to  my  place  at  the 
eoraerof  the  cabin.  The  same  man  opeaed  the  door,  itepped 
out,  and  came  to  the  corner  uf  the  cabin  where  I  was  gtanding^ 
Ab  soon  as  he  looked  aronnd  the  comer,  I  etmck  him  ujion  tbe 
head  with  my  hatchet ;  and,  aa  he  fell,  I  caught  him  Id  my  arma^ 
sod  dragged  him  towards  me,  so  that  he  could  not  be  seen  fronr 
the  door.  I  then  loaked  ia  at  the  hole.  The  man  that  waa 
smoking  was  Btanding  up,  knocking  the  ashes  from  his  pipe,  which 
he  stuck  in  between  the  logs,  and  then  came  to  the  door,  and 
called  the  man  I  had  kiiled.  Keceiving  no  answer,  he  went  to  tbe 
opposite  corner  of  the  cabin ;  then  turned  and  came  to  the  comer 
where  I  was  standing.  I  struck  him  with  my  hatchet,  and  he  tell, 
before  [  could  get  hold  of  him.  He  was  a  large  man,  and  mado 
some  noise  before  he  struck  the  grounil.  I  could  not  move  him. 
So  1  turned  to  the  hole  in  the  cabia.  The  man  that  was  mending 
the  moccasins  appeared  to  be  listening.  He  got  up,  took  down 
his  rifle  frOm  over  the  iire  place,  came  to  the  door,  and  called  to 
the  men.  I  then  heard  the  cocking  of  his  gun  an  he  stepped  out, 
and  turned  to  go  to  the  opposite  corniT  of  the  cabin.  With  one 
spring,  I  was  behiud  him,  and  struck  him  upon  the  back  part  of 
the  head.    He  did  not  fall  until  I  stnickhim  throe  times,  when  he 
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vitk  wom%  loiip  for  hiim,  whiok  h%  drank,  (and  iooa  after  diad. 
Wft-kon-ahuta-kee  aaemad  to  grow  fat  onder  the  keeping  of  tbe 
garriflOB,  aod  soon  began  to  be  regarded  by  tke  soldiers  as  a  jom^ 
and  companionable  fellow. 

In  the  meantime,  GoTomor  Cass,  hearing  of  this  murder,  and 
the  preparations  for  war  on  the  part  of  the  Winnebagoes,  deter- 
mined as  superintendent  of  the  North-western  Indians,  to  invite 
the  Chieft  to  accompany  him  to  the  City  of  Washington.  SUeren 
of  them  accepted  the  invitation,  and  it  was  daring  this  trip,  that 
everywhere  on  their  way  to  Washineton,  great  military  parades 
were  got  up,  for  the  purpose  of  impressing  them  with  an  idea  of  the 
military  power  of  the  United  States.  At  W  ashington,  they  receiv- 
ed many  presents,  together  with  proposals  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  purchase  of  their  lands  on  the  Wisconsin.  Upon 
their  return  to  Prairie  Du  Chien,  the  war  feeling  of  the  nation  was 
subdued,  and  the  garrison  was  ordered  by  the  War  Department 
to  release  Wa-kon-shuts-kee.  A  tew  days  after  he  was  fVeed  from 
confinement,  a  large  number  of  Indians  assembled  upon  the  prai. 
rie  between  the  Fort  and  the  river,  where  they  engaged  in  vari- 
ous Indian  sports,  such  as  running  foot  races,  playing  ball,  pitch- 
ing the  quoit,  and  shooting  the  arrow  with  an  upward  flight. 
Wa-kon-shuts-kee,  with  others,  was  engaged  in  this  last  named 
amusement,  when  a  large,  muscular,  white  man,  a  stranger  who 
had  just  landed  from  a  keel  boat,  came  among  them,  and  asked 
permission  to  shoot  an  arrow.  A  bow  was  handed  to  him,  when 
he  drew  from  the  quiver  of  Wa-kon-shuts-kee,  by  accident,  an 
arrow  that  was  pointed  with  bone.  This  he  threw  with  great 
force  into  the  air,  almost  directly  overhead.  And  while  the  In- 
dians were  watching  its  flight,  the  arrow  descended,  entering  the 
left  eye  of  Wa-kon-shuts-kee,  and  passing  through  his  head,  he 
lived  but  a  few  minutes. 

During  the  period  of  twenty-four  years,  the  knife  has  been  in  my 
possession,  except  for  the  short  time  of  six  months,  when  it  waa 
lost  in  my  garden ;  and,  at  another  time,  it  lay  about  four  months, 
at  the  bottom  of  my  cistern.  About  a  year  since,  I  received  a 
commnnioation,  informing  me  that  I  had  been  elected  a  Vice 
Preddent  of  the  '*  Sute  Historical  Society.^  A  few  days  after 
therecmptof  this  communication,  I  was  engaged  in  my  baiB 
yard,  loading  manure  into  a  wagon,  when  the  old  knife  made  iti 
•ppearaaoe  in  the  maQure*    I  went  with  it  to  the  bousei  and  ia- 
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formed  my  irife  that  I  had  found  our  "  Indian  Bntcher  Knife,** 
and  that  I  thonght  I  would  make  it  the  anbject  of  a  commnnioa- 
tioB  to  the  *'  State  ICstorical  Society."  And  I  now  present  it  to 
the  Soeietjr  with  this  communication,  as  a  compensation,  in  put, 
£»  tb9  oflloiai  honors,  which  hare  been  bestowed  upon  me. 
Very  respectfully  yonrs, 

ELIPHALKT  PRICK. 
■  Qbotx,  CiAYTOir  CoDKTT,  December  21, 1869. 
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CORRESPONDKNOE. 


LETTER  OF  H0>^.  ELIPHALlCT  PRIGS, 

The  proposal,  contained  in  the  letter  below,  as  Hon.  B.  Price 
may  learn  from  the  publication  of  his  lengthy  article  on  the 
^  8cai[iing  Knire,'Mn  this  number,  meets  with  favor;  and  he  is 
requested  to  complete  his  design  and  forward  the  papers  revised. 
—Editor. 

GUTTKNBERG,  ClaYTOX  CoUNTY,  IoWA,  ) 

March  31, 18^3.  ) 

Dk\r  Scb — In  ono  of  mv  late  auwsprtpnrq,  which  I  have  mis- 
laid, I  Hiw  a  -  artiC!e  stating  that  the  "State  Historical  Society," 
w.i^  about  to  p'lhlish  a  o  ^riodical,  devoted  to  scenes  an  i  incidents 
in  the  early  history  of  Iowa.  I  have  thought  that  I  would  inquire 
if  articlei^  of  that  kind,  which  have  already  been  published,  would 
be  acceptable. 

About  twelvo  years  ac?o,  I  wrote  a  series  of  articles  for  the  Du 
Buque  pajx^rj^,  descriptive  of  scenes  that  pas^^ed  'inder  my  obser- 
vation in  1H34-3T,  an«l  d<»«rn  to  the  organizing  of  the  State  Gov- 
ernm«*nt.  Many  of  them  I  have  lost,  but  I  hive  a  few  of  them 
yet,  which,  if  thoy  would  be  ncceptabk*,  I  would  revise  and  send 
to  the  pai)er.  Th  •  trial  and  execution  of  Patrick  O'Conner,  at  the 
Du  Buque  mine«,  in  1834.  I  gave  an  account  of,  with  all  of  its  de- 
tails, which  is  tlic  only  full  and  accurate  account  of  that  scene 
that  has  ever  b"en  published,  and  i  oujjfhtto  have  been  preserved, 
which  the  piiblti^ation  o.>nr.i'mpl  ited,  would  be  likely  to  do. 

There  are  <<ketches  of  like  character,  which  I  wrote  for  the  Du 
Buque  papers,  »iorNe  of  which  I  have,  while  o tilers  are  lost,  unleiFS 
some  person  has  prest*rved  a  file  of  the  papers. 

I  do  not  know  who  the  Si'cretar  o  the  State  Historical  Society 
is,  and  I  presara<'  that  he  does  not  know  me.  I  have  some  ac- 
quain'ance  wi:h  G«'Vernor  Kirkwood,  Fi>lsom,  Clark,  Bowen  and 
others  at  Iowa  City.  I  should  like  very  much  to  secure  a  copy 
of  the  publi(*.ation  desi<riied.  I  have  not  a  doubt,  but  in  tee 
course  ot  a  year  th«'re  will  be  a  great  demand  for  its  back  num- 
bers, and  it  ought  to  he  issued  in  mai^azine  form,  so  that  they 
«ould  be  easily  bound. 

Very  respectfully  vours, 

KLIPtlALKT  PRICE. 


unuu  or  iowa. 


Sioirx  CiTT,  Iowa,  J0I7  2Stb,  ises. 
Bn,  Sam'l  Stom  Some,  Iiibrarian 

of  State  HUlorieal  Steiety,  Iowa,  City,  loua: 
Dbab  SiK — Yours  of  the  13th  inst.  came  to  hand  in  due  time. 
To-day  I  express  to  the  "  State  Historical  Society,"  tlie  kitten 
mentioned  in  my  last.  I  send  it  as  a  prcaent  from  Capt.  J.  1£- 
White  of  this  city,  to  the  State  Historical  Society.  I  send  it  id  a 
•rlass  jar  filled  with  alcohol,  and  placed  in  a  small  box  packed 
with  saw-dust.  In  the  box  yon  will  find  a  small  piece  of  Sergeant 
Floyd's  coffin,  orderly  of  Lewis  and  Clark's  Company,  the  first 
white  men  that  erer  traveled  in  this  upper  country.  Sergeant 
Floyd  died  and  was  bnrried  near  this  town,  about  the  the  4th  of 
AnguBt,  1804,  if  I  mistake  not.  In  March,  1857,  his  remains  were 
about  to  be  precipitated  into  the  Missouri  river  from  the  bluff 
where  they  rested,  which  was  sliding  in.  A  meeting  was  called 
by  the  citizens  of  this  town,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  repair 
to  the  grave,  and  secure  his  bones  from  the  turbid  waters  of  the 
Missouri.  Abont  half  of  them  were  saved.  I  had  the  honor  of 
aervrng  as  Chairman  of  the  said  committee,  I  secured  this  piece 
of  his  coffin  which  I  ssnd  yon.  I  do  oot  know  that  it  will  be  of 
any  interest  to  your  Society,  but  if  so,  I  should  be  happy  to  hear 
iL  A  few  years  since,  I  Dotioed  in  a  public  journal,  that  an  Eng- 
lish traveler,  visiting  this  place,  had  taken  a  part  of  the   Cedar 
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A  BIFOBMED  KITTEN. 

This  most  remarkable  natnral  curiosity  has  come  to  hand.  It  is 
%  singular  freak  of  nature,  (Iwtu  naturae^)  in  the  shape  of  a  kitten 
with  one  head,  four  ears,  eiiocht  legs,  and  two  bodies  from  the 
brea^  backward,  with  two  tails, — disproving  the  proverb  of  "  a 
oat  not  wanting  two  tails.''  It  is  presented  to  the  cabinet  of  the 
State  Historioal  Society,  by  Capt  J.  M.  White,  of  Sioux  City, 
Iowa,  through  Vhe  agency  of  N,  Levering,  Esq.  At  the  solicita- 
tion of  the  Librarian,  it  was  forwarded  to  Iowa  City,  care  folly 
preserved  in  alcohol,  instead  of  being  sent  to  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitute, in  Washington,  D .  C. 

It  m  on  exhibition,  at  the  Historical  Rooms,  Wednesday,  P.  M.. 
snd  Saturday,  A.  M. 

In  the  same  box,  by  express  with  pretty  sound  charges,  came  a 
piece  of  the  coffin  of  Sergeant  Floyd,  of  Clark's  expedition  over 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  who  ^ied  at  what  is  now  Sioux  City,  and 
was  hurried  there  in  1804.  And,  of  late,  to  save  his  remains  from 
being  washed  away  with  the  bank  of  the  Missouri  river,  a  commit- 
tee of  citizens,  with  N.  Levering,  Esq.,  Chairman,  disintered  the 
bones  and  reburied  what  was  left  of  the  first  white  man  ever  intered 
in  that  region. 

For  these  and  other  favors,  the  Society  is  under  special  obliga- 
tions to  Mr.  N.  Levering^  who  has  done  much  to  promote  the  cir- 
culation of  the  Annals,  and  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Historical 
Society  of  Iowa.  Soth  Captain  J.  M.  White  and  N.  Levering, 
Esq.,  in  this  connection,  will  please  aooeptthia  public  acknowldg- 
ment  of  their  favors. — [Editob. 


THE  REBCL'  FLAQ  OF  THE  TW^E^TTT-SIXTH,  LOUISIANA 

REGIMENT. 

We  thankfully  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  trophy  of  our 
annSy  named  below,  from  the  hand  of  General  N.  B.  Baker.  It 
ooDtains  over  one  hondred  shot  holes  through  the  bars  of  the 
doth ;  having  no  start  on  the  ground,  and  at  least  seven  shots 
Ibfongh  a  part  or  whole  of  the  itaft    It  mast  have  been  in   tho 
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hottest  oftho  baitle,  us  indicated  by  the  letter  beloT.  Mr.  J.  M. 
Hiatt,  or  some  one  acquainted  with  the  historj  of  the  flag,  vill 
confer  a  f^vor  by  giving  more  fully  an  aocoont  of  it,  and  the  timS 
aad  place  of  its  aarreoder  to  our  gallant  *'30th  Iowa." — [Editos.] 
Protost  Mabshal's  Ofviob,  } 
KsoEgK,  September  16, 1863.  \ 
My  Dtar  General: 

I  forirard  to  y  lu,  by  Lieatonant  liewport,  the  3ag  of  the  twen- 
ty liKth  Louitiuna,  aurrondcred  to  the  Iowa  Thirtieth,  at  Yioka- 
bnrg.  The  ftugiment  wiah  it  placed  among  other  trophies  of 
Iowa  valor. 

A  rebel  soldier  of  that  Hegiment,  [26th  La.,]  was  la  my  offioe 
the  other  dav.  He  said  four  men  were  killed  holding  this  flag,  at 
Champion  Hills.  That  it  has  been  within  reach  of  our  rifles  is 
very  evident  I  am  truly  yours,  &c-, 

J.  M.  HIATT. 

Gbit.  N.  B.  Bakbb. 


^7*  The  Press  of  Iowa  will  give  attention  to  the  following  let- 
t«r,  and  make  doe  correodon. — [Ed.  or  Awatb. 

HbAD  QtTARTBBS,  BOTH  loWA  V0L8., 

Camp  W00D8,  ON  Clsab  Csbbe,  Miss.  , 
October  9th,  1863. 

Jf.  S.  Baker,  AJjt.  Gen.  o/  SI*  U  of  loam  : 

1  h:ive  nolici?il,  with  r 
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THE  ARKANSAS  OAMPAIGN  FLAG  OF  OBK.  CURTIS. 


LBTTXB  OF  MAJOB  HBATH. 


m.  « 

Datbnpobt,  IowA|  March  7^  1861. 
Hon.  SamL  •/!  Kirhwood^  Governor  of  Iowa  : 

Dbab  Sib: — I  send  you  this  day,  per  Express,  a  Federal  Flag 
entrusted  to  me,  by  Maj.  Gen.  Curtis,  to  delirer  to  you. 

This  weather  beaten,  torn  standard  was  the  Division  Banner  of 
Maj.  Oen.  Curtis  Army  in  the  South,  a  year  since.  It  was  the 
flag  raised  over  the  rebel  city  of  Helena,  after  the  noble  aamy  had 
caused  the  mongrel  *'  stars  and  bars**  to  be  torn  down.  It  there 
met  the  greetings  of  loyal  Sonthernf  rs,  who  before  had  dared  not 
express  a  sentiment  of  loyalty  to  the  Union,  whose  smybol  it 
there  was.  This  grand  old  flag  has  witnessed  many  a  daring  act 
of  heroism;  its  stars  hare  lookvjd  down  upon  glorious  victories, 
and  lighted  up  the  dark  corner  of  secessiondom,  to  a  halo  of 
patriotism ;  its  ample  folds  have  waved  over  a  gallant  army,  led 
by  an  honored  Iowa  Chief,  and  it  now  goes  to  mark,  as  an  histo- 
rical relic,  the  fact  that  Iowa's  sons  have  thus  far  done  their 
duty  ioward  restoring  the  honor  of  our  Fathers. 

Respectfully  your  obedient  servant. 

H.  H.  HEATH,  Maj.  7th  Iowa  Cav. 

The  foregoing  letter,  and  the  flag  dtscrihed,  came  duly  to  hand, 
and  it  has  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  cabinet,  unfurled  across  the 
«nd  of  the  Historical  Society  Hall. — [Editor. 
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EDITORIAL    NOTICES. 


TOE  ASXALS  rOS  IHl 

This  October  nmnber  complete  the  Annals  for  IBS3.  ^e 
next  n amber,  to  be  u<aed  in  January,  1^94,  and  the  qoarteiij 
publication  thereafter,  maj  contain  more  pagea  ;  and,  vben  a  t<^ 
nme  of  ;n>od  size  is  printed,  a  foil  index  will  be  added.  Sobterib- 
«nifor  H43,  are  reqaested  to  reoew  tbetr  adraoee  paTmenta  for 
I H4 ;  and  others,  wishiog  the  four  norobers  dow  published,  will 
do  welt  to  apply  soon,  as  the  edition  is  qaite  limited ;  and  fif^ 
eenta  wilt  now  pnrchase  what  cannot  be  porchaaed  at  tiBj  price, 
after  the  nnmbers  for  I&S3  are  exhausted. 

In  addition  to  past  historical  mitter,  the  incident?  of  the  present 
war  detailed  and  the  trophies  described  in  this  work,  most  com- 
meid  it  to  a  large  class  of  readers,  in  the  State. 

Encouraged  by  the  appreciation  which  this  publication' baa  met 
in  and  out  of  the  State,  the  Committee  are  inclined  to  goon  with  a 
permanent,  printed  record  of  past  and  cnrrent  events,  connected 
with  oar  commonwealth  and  common  country. 
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Heroes,  iUostnited  with  serent j-fire  engnviags  on  steel.  FMiomm^ 
in  Turkey  Morooco,  Aatique  or  fall  gilt,  $15.00  a  Tolume.  Tbe- 
lirst  Yolame  is  already  pabliahed,  f  jid  the  second  will  be  issued  io 
November.  Also,  a  splendid  portrcit  of  Martha  Washington,  for 
$5.00,  with  several  miscellaneous  engrarings  from  Brady's,  Gar- 
ney's  and  other  celebrated  photographs. 


THE  STATE  UNIVERSITT  OF  IOWA. 

This  Institution,  at  Iowa  City,  bas  opened  with  flattering  pros* 
pects.  The  number  of  students  adc^itted,  this  term,  is  three  hun> 
dred  and  thirty,  requiring  additional  teachers,  especially  in  the 
Pieparatory  and  Normal  Departments.  A  portion  of  the  new 
College  Building  is  required  to  be  furniohcd  for  recitation-rooms 
and  study-halls,  the  accommodation^  of  the  old  edifice  being  too 
small  A  large  hall  also  is  prepared  for  Gymnastics ;  and  a  reg- 
tilar  officer  is  to  be  employed  to  drill^  and  teach  military  tactics 
to  the  young  men. 

For  other  particulars,  reference  is  made  to  the  Circular  of  the 
Faculty  herein  published  again,  with  the  vacancy  in  the  Profes- 
sorship of  Ancient  Languages  filled  by  Rev.  Joseph  T.  Robert,  D. 
D.,  and  with  the  addition  of  Professor  E.  R  White,  Teacher  ol 
*'  New  Gymnastics,  and  others  on  the  Board  of  Instruction,'^ 


DAS  KIRKEN  BLATT. 


The  Kirken  Blatt  is  the  ojgan  of  the  Erangelical  Luthcrait 
Church  of  Iowa,  published  monthly  at  Wartburg,  (Strawberry 
Point,)  Clayton  county,  Iowa.  It  is  a  small  Quarto,  with  three 
columns  and  eight  passes.  The  terms  arc  not  manifest  on  the 
August  number  sent.  As  the  second  religious  newspaper  in  lown, 
it  is  cheerfully  put  on  the  exchange  list  of  the  Annals,  upon  con- 
dition of  its  being  regularly  sent  in  return. 

In  some  future  number  of  the  Annals,  a  list  and  history  of*  tlio 
Exchange  Papers  sent  to  the  Annals,  will  bo  placed  on  record  and 
published.  None  but  those  lliat  are  sent  regularly,  will  have  the 
Annals  of  1861  sent  to  them,  since  occasional  papers  are  of  no  use 
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lo  the  State  Historical  Sooietj',  tmless  of  t%n  datei,  or  epeoUl 
•ODtenta.  Bat  the  Society  will  preBorre,  bind  and  place  conipion. 
ootly  in  the  Library,  every  regalar  leries  ot  Iowa  papers,  provided 
means  can  be  had  to  pay  the  binder,  or  as  fast  as  the  expense  caa 
be  incurred.  And  so,  also,  of  donations  oi  Newspapers  and  Pe- 
riodioaU  from  abroad. 


HARPER'S  WEEKLY  AND  MONTHLY. 

IIabfeb's  Illustrated  Weekly  paper  and  Kew  Monthly  Maga- 
une  come  regularly,  and  rit'lily  liUfd  with  ri- ad  able  matter  The 
articles  on  the  war  ui'lNU,  in  ilii'  M<"ithly,  are  moat  interesting 
sketches  of  pait  history;  and  the  illuctrated  war  news  of  tho 
Weekly,  are  most  entertaining  picLuri's  of  current  events,  n  vIL 
worth  the  price  of  the  work. 


WOROESTER'S  DtCTIOSARY. 

WoKCB9TBB'aQuABToDicTio!*ABT  conti^ins  One  hundred  andfivr 

thii(m;u]i.l  ivords,  under  out  index,  witlMliirtet-n  hundn 
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CIRCULAR. 

1863— '64. 

tun  UMtVBRSITV  OP  IOWA. 


FACULTY. 

3REV  O.  M.  SF^ENCEIR,  O.  D.,  President. 

Prf/eisor  of  IntfUectual  and  Moral  PhiloHophy,  and  Rhet^yric^  and  acting 
Ptofeuor  of  Chemutry  and  Natural  Philosophy, 

.TOHKF»I-I    T.    ROBERT,    D.    O., 

r.'  '    ^'rofttt*  /.^tin  and  Greek  Lai^yumjes and  I  >.erature, 

NA   I   HAJsT    R.  LEONAItO,   ^V.    M.. 

Profeuor  tf  Mathen^i^'rn  and  A^fronv 

TFIE01>C>i:n:   H.    I»AR,V)  X,    u\      Aj  ,    T^L,     R., 

Pt'ftf^r  of  JS   tural    If'^tory  and  acting  Prim    .ui  */  tie  Pn ^larfitory 

Prpartv  "nt, 

jy.    F'RAN'RT^IJC    AVEI-.LH,    JK.    R., 

J  'fusor  of  tfie  'Jheory  andl'  iciice  of  7so^f     n, 

GUHTAVITH    D.    RIJCRICR, 

/       I'KMr  of  Jf'Hlern  hmyuuges. 

K     R.    WldlXE. 

Profeiuvr  of  **  At  lO  Gjin/uutic 

ASSISTANT   TKACHERS. 

IVliHiP    I^nviuia    IDnviM. 
Asgiaf'tnt  Tfurher  in  (hi  Normal  Department, 

IVXiMM    Mttlliu    E-    iVluore. 
ilMrs.    Am   liu    O.    T^ruer, 

^cac/i^r  in  the  Mudd  iichtMfL 

Ahmisstox. — Students  are  admitttMl  at  any  timj?,  though  it  is 
<lesiral  '«  il-:  t  tliey  should  enter  at  the  commencement  of  a  term. 
Cand'«!atL's  lor  admission  must  be  prepared  to  present  satisfac- 
tory testimonials  of  good  moral  eharaeter;  and  those  coming 
from  another  institution,  a  certirtcale  of  regular  <lismission. 

Location. — The  Universitv  is  loi^^ated  at  Iowa  C'itv,  and  occu- 
pies  tlicj  spacious  building  ert'cted  for  a  State  Housl'.  Another 
lar;re  buildinir,  desiLrned  fur  i'ui)!ic  h.ilU  and  U-cture  rooms,  is 
lioarlv  coniblcted.     The  site  is  a  beatililul  and  conir.iuivliirg  oni*, 
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embmcing  an  extensivfl  cimpiu  highly  ornunentod  witli  groTM 
of  native  forest  tract. 

AprARATca  A>i>  Gabixbt. — ^The  TTsirenity  is  now  fbrniihcd 
with  a  very  complete  Philosophieal  anii  Chemical  Appsratna,  a 
veil  selected  Library  to  which  all  the  stadents  hare  acceia  frMof 
charge,  and  a  Cabinet  of  Natural  History  that  has  been  increaaad 
during  the  pait  yuar  by  extoniiive  and  valuable  additions. 

Ekfensks. — The  price  oflluard  in  private  families  varies  firon 
tl.SO  tii  t':!.30  per  week.  A  number  of  students  by  renting  room- 
ami  Iwarding  tlieniselvcs  reduce  the  cost  of  board  to  less  than  on* 
half  uf  the  aliuvu  ninuunt. 

Tlio  Huitrd  of  Trustees  have  abolished  the  tuition  fees,  bat  each 
student  on  entering  any  of  the  deparlincnt«  uf  the  VniTersitr  is 
rcipiirud  to  pay  in  advance  a  Muirieulation  Fee  of  (5  per  session. 
This  will  cover  all  the  expcnRi;!)  fur  tuition,  witli  ibe  exception  of 
that  fur  instruction  in  InstniniL-ntnl  MiiNic  which  will  be  (8  par 
session. 

Foiir  siniU'iits  from  each  county  will  be  received  without  pay- 
ment of  the  Matriciilalion  Fee ;  two  in  Ihc  Ximnnl  Department 
and  two  in  ihc  other  departments  of  the  University,  on  presontiui; 
recommendations  sij;ned  liy  the  County  Superintendent,  tho 
County  Juili^e  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Distiict  Court  lor  the  county 
in  whiuh  tliu  student  so  recommended  rcMde^ 
The  Kiudeiits  will  practice  in  light  gymnastics,  under  the  dircc- 


THE  ANNALS  OF  IOWA, 

BY  THB 

STATE  HISTOEICAL  SOCETY, 

IOWA  CITY,  JANUARY,  1864. 


SALUTATION  TO  THE  READERS  OF  THE  ANNALS. 

BY  THE   EDITOB. 

A  new  year's  happy  salutation  to  the  many  readers  of  the 
Annals  of  Iowa  !  To  the  industrious  farmers,  rejoicing  with 
the  song  of  "  harvest  home,"  the  Editor  of  the  Annals  sends 
good  cheer !  Though  the  crops  of  the  season  past  have  been 
shortened  by  unusual  drouth  and  unseasonable  frost,  yet  the 
prices  of  produce  have  been  enhanced,  to  reward  the  labors  of 
the  husbandmen  of  Iowa. 

Good  cheer,  also,  to  the  mechanics,  a  noble  and  necessary 
class  of  society !  Your  ranks  have  been  thinned  by  volun- 
teers in  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  making  you, 
who  remain  at  home,  more  business  and  less  leisure  for  read- 
ing  and  self-culture.  But  the  long  winter  evenings  will  afford 
time  for  mental  improvement  Did  you  ever  think  how  high 
is  your  vocation  ?  Jesus  Christ,  the  architect  of  the  Universe, 
was  a  mechanic— a  "carpenter's  son." 

A  happy  new  year,  likewise,  to  the  teachers  of  youth  and 
their  scholars  in  the  common  District  Schools,  in  the  Acade- 
mies, Colleges,  and  University  of  Iowa !  You  act  on  mind 
and  not  crude  matter.  Your  impressions  given  or  received, 
from  being  teachers  or  being  taught,  will  be  eternal  as  truth, 
the  object  of  all  true  science.  Ascend,  higher  and  high^,  the 
hill  of  science,  this  year,  with  light  and  nimble  steps  of  joy. 

To  the  members  of  the  legal  profession,  who  have  to  do  with 
eternal  principles  of  justice,  joy  is  wished,  while  threading  the 
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intricacies  and  uncertainties  of  tbe  law,  "whose  seat  is  the  bo- 
Bom  of  God."  Prostitate  no  time  tior  talents  in  1864,  hj  mak- 
ing the  worse  appear  the  better  reason,  or  in  perverting  jnetice, 
either  as  advocates  or  judges,  in  this  goodly  land  of  Iowa. 

To  the  physicians,  who  study  and  practice  the  healing  art 
may  prosperity  and  success  be  sent.  Tours  is  not  only  the 
privilege  ot  ministering  to  the  body  but  to  the  "mind  diEessed.'* 
Beraember  the  poor,  in  your  calling,  as  did  the  Great  Physi- 
cian, who  when  among  men,  healed  the  sick,  and  opened  the 
eyes  of  the  blind,  and  made  the  lame  to  walk,  by  miracle,  as 
you  may  by  medical  and  surgical  art. 

To  the  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  with  their  congregaUons,  bo 
good  cheer  and  great  joy,  this  year,  as  angels  rejoice  over  their 
work,  without  which  earth  would  be  desolate,  and  heaven  want 
many  an  inhabitant,  sent  there,  after  hfe's  dnty  is  done,  tbrongh 
their  instrumentality. 

'Tis  not  a  cause  of  small  import, 

The  Pastor's  care  demaDdi) ; 
Bat  what  might  fill  an  angel's  heart ; 
It  filled  a  Savior's  hands. 

To  the  magistrates  and  legislators  of  Iowa,  a  State  now 
unmbering  over  seven  Imadrod  thousand  souls,  salntation  is 
Bent.  The  institutions  over  which  as  Gqremor,  or  Senator,  or 
Representative,  or  Judge,  you  preside,  live,  when  those  who 
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to  their  joy.  And  may  the  God  of  battles  preserve  and  return 
them  to  their  homes,  the  great  rebellion  being  crushed,  and 
peace  and  prosperity  restored  throughout  the  land.  And  may 
He  bless  the  labors  of  the  Adj.  General  and  Provost  Marshals, 
-with  all  under  their  orders,  in  sv^elling  the  ranks  of  the  grand 
army  and  navy  of  the  nation,  for  a  consummation  so  devoutly 
to  be  desired. 


DAKOTA  HISTOEICAL  SOCIETY. 

Correspondence  and  exchange  have  been  opened  with  this 
newly  organized  Society  of  Dakota  Territory,  instituted  at 
Yankton.  A  map  of  the  Territory,  with  the  Indian  mounds 
noted  upon  it,  has  been  received.  The  Secretary  of  the  Soci- 
ety, Mr.  B.  M.  Smith,  states  that  lectiu'es  are  begun  before  the 
Association,  and  that  they  are  to  be  published  and  furnished, 
with  duplicate  Indian  curiosities,  in  exchange.  Our  Historical 
Society  has  already  sent  the  Secretary  at  Yankton  twenty 
volumes  of  Laws,  Reports  and  Documents  of  Iowa,  with  sun- 
dry pamphlets. 

The  citizens  of  Dakota  have  not  begun  too  soon  to  gather 
the  history  of  their  Territory ;  and  they  will  do  well  to  seek 
Legislative  aid,  to  prosecute  their  historical  collections  with 
diligence  and  perseverance. 


THE  ESSEX  INSTITUTE. 

The  Essex  Institute  at  Salem,  Mass.,  is  a  most  efficient  His- 
torical Association,  with  Heniy  Wheatland,  Esq.,  as  its  ac- 
complished Secretary.  BUstorical  collections  are  regularly 
published,  in  a  Magazine  form,  and  sent  us,  in  exchange,  for 
the  Annals  of  Iowa,  A  large  list  of  Laws  of  Massachusetts, 
Boston  Almanacs  and  Directories,  with  numerous  pamphlets, 
have  been  sent  to  our  Society,  in  exchange  for  which  twenty 
Yolomes  and  several  pamphlets  have  been  forwarded. 
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PERSONAL  SKETCH  OF  HON.  HIRAM  PRICE,  OF 

DAVENPORT,  IOWA. 

BY  TBB  SDITOB. 

Hon.  HiRAU  PsicB,  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  was  bora  on  the  10th 
of  January,  1 814,  in  Washington  Ooonty,  PcnnsylTania.  At  five 
years  of  a^c,  he  was  taken  to  Mifflin  Coanty;  and  thiee  years 
after,  to  Huntington  County,  in  the  old  Keyatone  State,  whence, 
in  the  Autumn  of  1 644,  he  removed  to  Davenport,  which  has  ever 
since  been  his  place  of  residence. 

Of  his  parentage  and  youthful  history  the  writer  is  not  in- 
formed. 

On  coming  to  Davenport,  his  capital  in  trade,  as  a  Merchant, 
was  only  one  hundred  dollars.  But  his  business  talent,  Ub  st«rn 
integrity,  his  resolute  perseverance,  and  entire  temperance  made 
Mm  successful  In  accnmmulating  a  handsome  fortune,  from  thii 
small  pecuniary  beginning,  continuing  his  mercantile  pursuit  only 
until  1848. 

In  1847,  he  was  elected  the  first  School  Fund  CommisBioner  of 
Scott  County,  which  oilice  he  held  for  nine  years. 

In  1848,  ho  was  chosen  Recorder  and  Treasurer  of  Scott 
County,  filling  that  position  for  eight  yearft,  and  then  declining  a 
re-election. 
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toward  the  Pacific  Ocean,  procuring  the  right  of  way  along  the 
route  from  Davenport  to  Council  Bluffs,  and  raising  up  friends 
for  the  great  undertaking.  He,  with  others,  foresaw,  that  this 
was  the  grand  central  route  through  Iowa.  For  several  years, 
he  was  Treasurer  of  the  Corporation  having  in  charge  its  con- 
struction, as  well  as  Director  of  the  same^  being  one  of  its  original 
corporators. 

Mr.  Price  was  Treasurer  of  Scott  County  Bible  Society  for  the 
years  1851,  1852, 1856  and  1857,  and  also  President  for  1854  and 
1855. 

His  connection,  also,  with  the  Branch  of  the  State  Bank  at 
Davenport,  shows  in  what  confidence  he  is  held  as  a  business 
man. 

Mr.  Price  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
a  firm  supporter  of  religion  and  all  benevolent  institutions  of  the 
day. 

In  1862,  he  was  the  successful  candidate  for  Representative  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  the  district  where  Davenport 
is  located  ;  and  by  a  large  majority,  now  has  a  seat  as  Representa- 
tive from  Iowa.  His  personal  purity  of  character,  unbending 
integrity,  and  tenacity  of  the  right,  will  give  him  a  high  position 
on  the  floor  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Price,  as  his  portrait,  in  this  number,  indicates,  has  a  look 
of  decided  purpose,  a  cheerful  countenance,  a  light  complexion* 
a  trim  stature  of  over  middle  height,  and  is  agreeable  and  social 
in  his  manners,  with  that  constant  flow  of  good  feeling,  which 
temperance,  early  rising,  and  activity  are  adapted  to  inspire. 
Widiout  the  hurtful  spirit  of  ambition  to  be  what  one  is  not,  he 
has  the  true  humility  of  nature^s  nobleman,  to  let  others  speak 
well  of  him,  but  not  to  seek  elevation.  In  short,  he  is  one  oi  the 
worthy  men  of  the  age,  whose  merits  and  not  facticious  circnm- 
stances,  have  raised  to  place  and  consequence  in  society. 


CHICAGO  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 

This  Society  seems,  by  reports  in  the  papers  of  Chicago,  to 
be  prospering.  In  the  heart  of  a  great  and  growing  commer- 
cial town,  the  New  York  of  the  Northwest,  it  has  many  advan- 
tages for  the  accumulation  of  books  and  cabinet  curiosities. 
We  would  be  pleased  to  renew  correspondence  and  exchange. 


ASHALS  OP  IOWA.  [jAN. 


A  SKETCH   OF   COL.  D.  S.  WILSON,  OP   THE  SIXTH 
REG'T.  OF  IOWA  VOL.  CAVALRY. 


[Tte  folloving  brief  account  of  Col.  Wilaon  has  bef^n  delayed, 
with  the  hope  of  secnriDg  aa  eDgraving  to  aocompany  iL  No 
doubt  the  officers  and  privates  of  his  fine  regiment  woud  be  glad 
to  contribute  to  have  a  Steel-plate  likeness  of  their  distingnished 

commanding  officer.] 

CoL  D.  S.  Wilson  was  bom  at  StenbenyiUe,  Jefferson  County, 
Ohio,  in  1823,  and  emigrated  to  Du  Bnque,  in  the  Territory  of 
Iowa,  while  &  boy.  Before  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  was  the 
editor  of  the  Afiner'i  Expreta,  one  of  the  earliest  papers  published 
in  Iowa.  Just  after  arriring  to  his  majority,  he  was  elected  to 
tbo  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Territorial  Legislature,  He 
served  several  sessions  while  the  Capital  was  at  Iowa  City,  al- 
ways being  placed  aa  chairman  on  important  standing  committees, 
and  acting  a  prominent  part  in  the  legislation  of  the  State. 

In  164S,  in  connection  with  others,  he  raised  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers and  tendered  tbeir  services  to  go  to  Mexico.  Being  un- 
able to  get  this  company  into  service  for  the  Mexican  war,  it  was 
sent  to  Fort  Atkinson  in  Iowa,  where  they  relieved  the  late  la- 
mented Gen.  Sumner,  who  then  went  with  the  Regulars  under  his 
comm.ind  to  Mexico.     Col.  Wilson  and  Via  company  remaineil  at 
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broke  out,  Col.  Wilson,  with  other  Democrats,  rose  above  party, 
and  patriotically  voted  for  all  sapplies  deemed  necessary  to  carry 
on  the  war  against  Secession.  And  during  this  session,  at  the 
earnest  request  of  the  citizens  of  Des  Moines,  he  delivered  a  pub- 
lic speech  against  the  right  of  secession  by  the  South,  which  so 
pleased  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  that  thousands  of 
copies  of  it  were  bought  and  scattered  broadcast  over  the  State. 

CoL  Wilson's  family  having  been  intimate  friends  of  the  present 
Secretary  of  War,  Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  commissioned  him  to 
raise  a  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  Iowa.  Coming,  as  did  his  com- 
mission, after  so  many  men  had  volunteered  from  Iowa,  it  was 
no  easy  task  to  accomplish.  But  his  great  personal  popularity 
and  untiring  energy  secured  a  full  and  splendid  regiment  of 
mounted  men.  To  the  warfare  with  the  hostile  Indians,  on  the 
Western  frontier,  to  which  they  arc  sent.  Col.  Wilson  has  been 
well  fitted  by  his  acquaintance  with  Indian  character  and  military 
experience.  Already  has  he  distinguished  himself  in  the  late  bat- 
tle with  the  Indians,  and  is  rising  to  military  eminence. 

CoL  Wilson  is  rotund  and  erect  in  stature,  of  middle  height,  and 
of  pleasing  countenance  and  address.  Genial  and  companionable 
in  his  character,  he  is  a  general  favorite  in  society.  And,  besides 
his  editorial  experience,  he  has  given  himself  somewhat  to  general 
literature.  His  public  addresses  are  lively  and  spirited,  and  his 
delivery  earnest  and  popular.  May  he  long  survive  the  Secession 
War,  in  which  hostile  Indians  have  participated,  and  return 
home  to  adorn  the  community  at  Du  Buque  with  every  grace  and 
virtue  of  which  he  is  possessed. 


THE  SEASONS  OF  1863. 

The  seasons  in  Iowa,  for  the  past  year  of  1863,  have  been 
most  remarkable  and  surprising  to  the  "oldest  inhabitants." 
Showers  fell  in  January,  February  and  March,  accompanied 
with  thunder  and  lightning.  Frosts,  in  some  parts  of  the 
State,  were  observed  every  month  in  the  warm  season.  And, 
from  drouth  continued,  in  some  places,  through  June  and  July, 
or  from  frosts  in  August  and  September,  all  vegetation  of  corn 
and  potatoe  crops  was  stopped  ;  and  the  buckwheat  crop  was 
entirely  cut  off,  a  thing  unknown  before. 


[/A». 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH   OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL 
BENJAMIN  STONE  ROBERTS. 

UT  THE  BDITOB. 

This  officer  vae  bora  in  Manchester,  Yl,  on  the  16th  of  Nov., 
1810.  His  father.  General  Martin  Roberts,  was  a  native  of  tlio 
same  town.  He  is  descended  directly  from  Revolationary  ^res, 
his  grandfathers  on  the  father  and  mother's  ude  having  been  sol- 
diers in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  General  Christopher  Roberts, 
his  grandfather  on  bis  father's  side,  was  with  Gen.  Ethan  Allen 
at  tlie  capture  of  Ticonderoga,  and  was  the  soldier  who  seized  the 
sentinel  and  carried  him  from  his  post,  opening  the  entrance  to 
the  commanding  General's  qnarters,  where  the  memorable  demand 
for  the  surrender  of  the  Fort,  "in  the  name  of  God  Almighty  and 
the  Continental  Congress,"  was  made  by  Ethan  Allen.  His 
grandfather,  on  his  mother's  side,  was  Capttun  Lather  Stone,  a 
Commissary  in  the  Revolntion. 

General  Roberts  was  educated  at  West  Point,  graduated  in 
1635,  and  was  commissioned  a  Second  Lientenant  in  the  First 
Regiment  of  Dragoons.  He  resigned  in  1839,and  was  appointed 
by  the  Governor  of  New  Tork  principal  Engineer  on  the  Ogdens- 
bui^  and  Champlain  Railroad.  In  1840,  be  was  appointed  Assis- 
tant Geologist  of  tho  State  of  New  York,  and  assigned  especially 
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of  constrnction,  under  the  sapervision  of  Major  G.  W.  Whistler, 
an  eminent  American  engineer.  But  General  Roberts  could  make 
no  satisfactory  terms  with  the  Russian  Government,  as  it  required, 
at  that  day,  the  oath  of  allegiance  from  all  foreigners,  not  em- 
braced in  the  factory  system,  who  should  enter  the  civil  or  mili- 
tary lists.  He  declined  the  offer  of  a  commission  in  the  Eugineer 
Corps,  and  returned  home  in  February  of  1843.  In  the  Spring  of 
that  year,  he  completed  his  law  studies,  and  the  following  Sum- 
mer, was  admitted  to  the  practice  of  law ;  and  established  himself 
at  Fort  Madison,  Lee  County,  Iowa,  and  thus  became  one  of  the 
first  and  oldest  settlers  and  citizens  of  Iowa. 

In  1846,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Mexican  War,  he  applied 
to  be  commissioned  in  the  Regiment  of  Mounted  Riflemen,  and 
was,  by  President  Polk,  appointed  the  ranking  First  Lieutenant. 
With  that  Regiment,  that  bore  a  more  than  notable  share  in  the 
hardships,  glories  and  successes  of  Gen.  Scott's  campaign  and  con- 
quest of  Mexico,  he  was  not  the  least  distinguished  of  its  officers. 
He  was  at  the  seige  of  Vera  Cruz  and  at  its  surrender.  He  com- 
manded the  advance  guard  of  Twiggs'  division  ;  and  on  the  day 
it  reached  Vegara,  completing  the  investment  of  the  city,  he  sur- 
prised at  that  place  and  captured  a  large  convoy  of  supplies  for 
Vera  Cruz,  guarded  by  Lancers  and  Infantry. 

On  the  26th  of  March  he  fought  the  battle  of  Punte  del  Medio, 
and  led  the  company  that  stormed  the  works. 

He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Captain  in  February,  1847. 

He  conmianded  a  squadron  of  his  regiment  and  led  the  regi- 
ment, in  the  memorable  storming  of  the  main  heights  of  Cerro 
Gordo,  April  18, 1847. 

He  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  selected  stormers,  and 
carried  the  town  of  San  Juan  de  los  Llanos,  by  assault,  on  tfie 
10th  of  August,  1847,  capturing  the  stores  and  supplies  of  the 
Guerrillas,  whose  General  was  the  Prefect  of  that  place. 

He  commanded  the  advanced  guard  in  the  battle  of  Contreras, 
August  18,  1847. 

He  was  at  the  head  of  his  company  in  the  battle  of  Cherrubusco 
oo  the  18th  of  August,  1847. 

He  commanded  the  picked  storming  party  from  Smith's  brigade, 
at  the  capture  of  Chepultopec,  on  the  13th  of  September,  1847, 
and  led  this  forlorn  hope. 

He  was  at  the  capture  of  the  Gareta  of  Belin. 
2 


302  ANNALS   OF  IOWA.  [jAM. 

Hu  led  the  advance  of  Quitman's  anny  into  the  City  of  Mexico, 
on  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  September,  1847,  and  was  the  first 
officer  who  entered  the  Capitol  and  raised,  with  his  own  hands, 
the  first  American  Flag  above  the  ancient  palace  of  the  Monte- 
znmaa,  that  announced  the  capture  of  the  proud  city  of  their  de- 
scendants, by  the  valor  of  American  arms. 

He  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  one  hundred  picked  men 
of  his  regiment,  and  four  hundred  volunteers,  and  fought  the 
principal  street  fight  in  that  city,  on  the  15th,  routing  the  forces 
of  Santa  Anna,  led  by  him  in  person  from  Guadaloupe  to  the 
Gareta,  in  tiie  belief  that  the  Leperos  in  the  city  would  riae,  and, 
uniting  with  him,  malto  a  second  Saragossa  of  the  city  of  Mexico. 
This  street  light  nnd  the  slaugliter  of  the  enemy  in  the  streets,  by 
our  picked  riflemen,  who  worlced  their  way  over  and  through 
houses,  put  an  end  to  further  attempts  of  the  Mexicans  to  recover 
the  city  or  annoy  our  troops  in  its  occupation. 

Ho  was  transferred,  in  October,  to  the  command  of  all  the  cav- 
alry in  the  Distiict  of  Puebla,  and  on  the  10th  of  November,  1847, 
surprised  and  defeated  General  Torrejon  and  Rhea,  with  seveu 
hundred  guerrillas  at  Tclascalla,  capturing  their  main  supplies  of 
arms  and  subsistence,  and  recovering  a  large  merchant  train 
which  these  guerrilla  chiefs  had  captured  near  St.  Martine,  en 
route  for  the  City  of  Mexico. 

Gen.  Roberts  was  brevctted  a  Major  and  a  Lieutenant  Colonel, 
in  the  regular  army,  by  President  Polk,  in  consideration  of  his 
services  in  General  Scott's  campaign. 
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it  out  of  the  Union  by  treason  and  treachery,  as  Texas  was  car- 
ried out  by  the  arch  traitor  Twiggs. 

Greneral  Roberts  was  assigned  by  Gen.  Canby  to  the  command 
of  the  Southern  District  of  New  Mexico,  fortified  Fort  Craig,  and 
made  the  memorable  defence  of  that  place  during  the  seige  by 
Gen.  Sibley,  in  January  and  February,  1862.  He  was  in  com- 
mand at  Valonde,  and  by  the  blows  he  there  laid  upon  the  Texans, 
opened  the  brilliant  and  successful  field  campaign  against  Gen. 
Sibley,  that  culminated  at  Peratta,  with  the  utter  route  and  retreat 
of  their  broken  and  defeated  regiments  back  to  Texas. 

After  the  invasion  of  New  Mexico  had  been  rolled  back,  and 
the  Federal  posts  and  authority  had  been  re-established  in  that 
Department,  General  Roberts  was  sent  to  Washington,  bearing 
the  trophies  of  the  battles  and  the  official  reports  of  Gen.  Canby, 
the  commander  of  the  country.  He  was  appointed  in  July,  1862, 
by  President  Lincoln,  a  Brigadier  General  of  Volunteers,  in  con- 
sideration of  his  services  in  defending  and  saving  the  Territory  of 
New  Mexico,  and  was  ordered  to  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope, 

In  organizing  the  campaign  of  Virginia,  Gen.  Pope  appointed 
GcLcral  Roberts  Chief  of  Cavalry,  and  afterwards  Inspector  Gen- 
eral of  his  army.  He  was  active  and  prominent  in  all  the  battles 
and  combats  of  Gen.  Pope's  army,  from  Cedar  Mountain  to  the 
Rappahannock,  and  along  the  line  of  that  river,  and  in  the  despe- 
rate struggles  of  Friday  and  Saturday,  the  29th  and  30th  of  Au- 
gust, on  the  plains  of  Manassas,  and  on  Monday  at  Chantilly;  aiul 
is  mentioned  by  Gen.  Pope,  in  his  official  report,  as  entitled  to 
distinguished  honor  and  praise. 

He  was  afterwards  assigned  to  the  command  of  Harper's  Ferry, 
and  subsequently  to  the  command  of  an  Independent  Brigade  in 
Western  Virginia. 

During  the  Spring  campaign  of  1863,  in  Western  Virginia, 
General  Roberts  displayed  his  usual  military  capacity  and  energy, 
by  repelUng  a  superior  force  of  rebels,  over  ten  thousand  strong, 
under  the  rebel  Generals  Jones,  Imboden,  and  W.  L.  Jackson. 
Having  acquired  certain  information  of  their  intention  to  cut  off 
his  small  forces,  scattered  along  a  line  of  ninety  miles,  with  his 
Head  Quarters  at  Buchannon,  General  Roberts,  by  rapidly  con- 
centrating and  marching  his  men,  after  despairing  of  reinforce- 
ments, and  by  destroying  the  bridge  over  Middle  Fork,  entirely 
frustrated  t^e  plans  of  attack  by  the  enemy,  mostly  mounted  and 


204  AHSALS  OF   IOWA.  [JAH. 

provided  vith  light  artillery ;  and  forced  their  nurch  in  the  di- 
rection of  Ool.  Malligan,  at  Plulippa,  where  they  met  with  dgnal 
defeat.  He  was  thas  instramenUl  in  saTing  NorthweBtem  Yir* 
ginia  from  being  overrun  hy  these  rebel  hordes,  intent  on  the 
plunder  of  towns,  and  the  destniction  of  rulroads,  in  their  roote. 

From  Western  Virginia,  General  Roberts  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  Department  of  Iowa,  on  the  lOth  of  Jane  ISSS,  at 
Davenport,  which  he  haa  condncted  with  prudence  and  ability, 
daring  a  period  of  mnch  excitement  in  prospect  of  a  draft  in  this 
State.  He  was  relieved  from  this  Department,  on  the  2d  of  Dec., 
1863,  and  awaits  hie  allotment,  by  the  War  Department,  to  acdve 
service  in  the  field.  Camp  Roberts,  at  Davenport,  is  named  in 
honor  of  him ;  and  many  personal  friends  will  regret  his  departnre. 

Many  more  details  of  oarlowa  General  might  be  added,  drawn, 
as  are  these  mostly,  from  the  Public  Documents  of  Congrefw, 
For  his  earlier  history,  reference  is  eiipccially  made  to  the  Con- 
gressional Documents  of  1847  and  I8'48. 

The  following  extract  from  the  official  Report  of  Gen.  Pope 
will  show  in  what  estimation  his  services  were  held,  dnring  that 
memorable  campaign  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  in  Eastern 
Virginia,  in  which  Gen.  Roberts  bore  so  conspicaons  a  part: 

"To  Brigadier  General  Roberta,  in  partjcnlar,  I  am  indebted 
for  services,  marked  thronghout  by  skill,  courage,  energy  and 
judgment,  and  worthy  of  the  solid  reputation  as  a  soldier,  he  haa 
acquired  by  many  previous  years  of  faithful  and  distinguished 
military  8< 
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plate  and  back-plate  of  steel,  covered  with  burnished  brass,  all 

weighing  about  thirty-five  pounds.     It  was  taken  on  the  13th  of 

September,  1847,  from  eighty  suits  of  the  same  kind,  in  the  palace 

of  the  Montezumas,  by  Gen.  Roberts,  who  was  the  first  to  enter 

it  and  raise  the  American  flag  there,  as  above  stated. 

The  sword  and  its  capture  are  more  minutely  described  in  the 

following  letter : 

Davknpobt,  Iowa,  14th  Dec,  1863. 

Rev.  Sam'l  Stobbs  Howb, 

Librarian  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Iowa : 

Dear  Sir : — I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  through  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral Baker,  your  request  to  me,  in  these  words :  'Tlease  say  to 
General  Roberts  that  I  think  I  have  found  the  silver-mounted 
sword  that  belongs  with  the  Mexican  armor,  which  he  captured 
and  gave  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  the  State  gave  to  our  Society. 
But  I  would  much  like  an  autograph  letter  account  of  its  capture, 
since  I  find  no  history  of  it,  in  our  brief  archives,  going  ^back  to 
1857.'' 

In  complying  with  your  request,  I  will  state  my  recollections  of 
the  sword.  It  was  a  light,  slightly  curved,  cavalry  sabre,  with 
basket  handle  guard,  and  leatber  scabbard,  and  mountings  of  al- 
loyed silver,  captured  from  General  Torrejon,  near  Tclascalla,  in 
old  Mexico,  on  the  10th  of  November,  1847.  That  Chief  of 
Gaerrillas,  with  General  Rhea,  had  captured  and  run  off  a  large 
merchant  train  of  supplies  en  route  from  Puebla  to  the  City  of 
Mexico,  intended  for  sale  to  General  Scotf  s  army,  that  was  in 
possesion  of  tbe  capital. 

General  Lane  was,  at  that  time,  in  command  of  the  District  of 
Puebla,  and  received  information  of  this  capture  about  nine 
o'clock  P.  M.|  of  the  9th,  and  sent  me  orders  to  proceed,  without 
delay,  with  all  my  cavalry  force,  in  the  direction  of  Tclascalla,  for 
the  recovery  of  this  train,  and  the  dispersion  of  the  Guerrillas, 
then  known  to  be  about  seven  hundred  strong,  in  that  beautiful 
and  ancient  city,  where  Cortez  married  the  faithful  and  true 
Princess,  Marianna. 

I  moved  with  six  companies  of  cavalry,  about  four  hundred  and 
fifty  strong,  at  10  o'clock  at  night;  and,  at  daylight  in  the  morn- 
ing, smpriied  and  captured  the  city,  wiUi  all  the  supplies  of 
Torrejon,  and  thirteen  of  his  principal  officers.  He  escaped,  hav- 
ing fleet  and  fresh  horses,  by  virtue  of  speed  and  spur.  But  I 
pursued  him,  and  a  few  other  fu^tives,  so  closely,  that,  after  a 
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cbase  of  about  two  milcB,  he  dismounted,  xai,  takiDg  a  goat  patlt 
np  the  chalk  bluffs  of  the  river,  ]eft  his  horse  and  most  valuable 
papers  in  my  possession.  This  sabre,  after  the  style  of  Mexican 
cavalry,  vas  fastened  under  the  saddle-skirt,  and  thus  it  fell  into 
my  hands.  I  am  certain  that  it  is  the  sabre  of  that  notable  Guer- 
rilla chief,  as  I  was  not  fifty  yards  from  him  when  he  threw  him- 
self from  his  horse,  and  escaped  over  the  chalk  blufis  of  the  beau- 
tiful vailcy  of  the  Tclascalla  river,  inaccessible  to  horses. 
I  am  very  truly  yours, 

B.  S.  ROBERTS, 
Brig.  Gen.  Vols. 
The  Editor  adds,  with  many  regrets,  that  he  Is  unable  to  ac- 
company this  sketch  with  au  engraved  portrait  of  the  person  to 
whom  it  relates.  The  General  has  an  instinctive  shrinking  from 
any  aitistic  display  of  himself,  even  for  the  gratification  of  his 
friends,  preferring  rather  to  face  bullets  and  cannon  balls.  In- 
deed, his  leisure  is  now  occupied  in  perfecting  newly  invented 
musket  ball?,  that  will  kill  at  one  thousand  yards,  and  shot  and 
shell  that  will  do  like  execution  at  two  and  a  half  or  three  miles, 
exploding  upon  contact  with  iron-olads  and  fortifications. 


1864.]  COUWTT.  OF  SCOTT.  207 


ARTICLE  IL 


HISTORY  OF  SCOTT  COUNTY,  IOWA. 

BT   WILLUID  BARBOWa,    E8QUIRB,    OF  DATBUPOBT. 


[  Continued  from  page  176.] 

THE  CHBI8TIAN   CHURCH,    OR  DISCIFLES. 

On  the  25th  day  of  July,  1830,  seventeen  persons  who  had  for- 
merly held  membership  with  the  Christian  Church  at  other  points, 
mostly  at  Cincinnati,  met  at  the  house  of  D.  C.  Eldridge,  and  un- 
der the  auspices  of  Elder  James  Rumbold,  organized  the  Chris- 
tian or  Disciples'  Church  of  Davenport.  Of  those  persons  twelve 
yet  remain,  three  have  removed  to  other  points  and  two  have 
died«  As  early  as  April  of  that  year,  the  few  Disciples  in  the 
town  commenced  meeting  at  the  houses  of  the  brethren,  under 
the  leadership  of  Owen  Owens,  of  Cincinnati.  Elder  Rumbold 
arrived  in  Davenport  on  the  22d  of  July,  1839,  and  on  the  25th 
organized  the  church. 

A  few  words  relative  to  Elder  James  Rumbold  may  not  bo 
amiss  in  this  connection,  as  he  stands  intimately  associated  with 
the  church  here.  Brought  up  in  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  and  unit- 
ing with  the  Scotch  Baptists  at  Aberdeen  in  1824,  he  removed  to 
to  this  country  in  1833,  and  settled  in  Troy,  N.  Y„  where  with 
his  wife  and  two  others,  he  organized  a  church  on  the  Bible  alone 
and  commenced  preaching  to  them.  This  was  the  nucleus  of  what 
is  now  a  large  and  flourishing  churcL  Elder  Rumbold  was  sub- 
sequently instrumental  in  organizing  other  churches.  In  July, 
1839,  he  removed  to  this  city.  In  March,  1841,  he  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  a  church  at  Long  Grove,  in  this  county,  baptising 
seven  on  one  day,  three  weeks  thereafter.  In  March,  1842,  he 
removed  to  jGalena,  where  he  organized  a  church  and  baptised 
five — preaching  awhile  for  them  and  then  returning  lo  this  city. 
During  the  time  Elder  Rumbold  preached  here  he  baptised  about 
forty  persons.  On  the  10th  day  of  July,  1840,  he  baptised  Miss 
Elizabeth  Carroll,  who  was  the  first  person  immersed  in  Scdtt 
county.  The  fact  that  a  mechanic,  a  foreigner  by  birth,  without 
education,  further  than  what  he  obtained  by  his  own  exertions, 
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Bhonld  have  been  able  to  accompUsh  bo  mach,  is  crideoce  of  th< 
simplicity  of  Bible  teachings  and  the  facility  with  which  they  ma. 
be  commanicated  to  others. 

Id  this  connection  we  wonid  p&ase  to  mention  one  of  the  no 
blest  of  God's  handiwork,  a  pore  bnmble-minded  christian,  wht 
long  since  has  been  gathered  to  his  fathers.  Early  in  the  hietorj 
of  the  charch  here  wo  find  the  name  of  James  Glaapell  associatet 
with  it  as  an  Elder,  which  capacity  he  continued  to  fill  with  greal 
acceptance  up  to  the  year  1847,  when  be  fell  asleep  in  Jesns.  Ai 
a  sincere,  pious  believer  we  have  rarely  indeed  met  with  his  equal 
As  a  citizen  he  stood  high  in  the  community,  and  when  ho  died 
his  charch  did  not  alone  mingle  their  tears  with  the  bereaved 
family. 

After  the  organization  of  the  charch  in  Davenport,  the  brethren 
continued  to  meet  on  Lord's  Days  at  their  own  residences  uaUl 
November  3d,  1839,  when  they  rented  Mr.  Tapley's  carpenter 
shop,  on  Second,  between  Main  and  Brady  streets,  at  $4  per 
month.  In  1844,  a  lot  was  purchased  on  Brady,  between  Fourth 
and  Fifth  streets,  and  &  brick  meeting  honse,  considered  large  for 
that  day,  erected  at  an  expense  of  from  $700  to  $800.  In  1855-6, 
the  present  house  of  worship,  the  "Christian  Cbapel,"  was  erect- 
ed on  the  site  of  the  old  one,  the  church  in  the  mean  time  meet* 
ing  at  the  Court  House.  This  chapel  was  erected  at  an  expense 
of  about  8t,500,  is  forty  by  seventy-five  feet  with  basement,  built 
in  modern  style  with  the  latest  appliances  for  heat,  light  and  ven- 
tilation. 
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Elder  Alexander  Johnson,  neither  of  whom  remained  long  in  the 
position.  Nov.  19,  1854,  Elder  J.  Hartzell  was  employed  by  the 
church  as  a  preacher,  which  capacity  he  filled  until  Feb.  7,  1858, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  Elder  Eli  Regal,  of  Ohio,  who,  on 
account  of  ill-health,  resigned  his  position  on  the  lOth  of  October 
of  the  same  year.  Until  Aagust,  1850,  the  church  was  again 
without  a  preacher,  the  brethren  in  the  mean  time  meeting  regu- 
larly on  Lord's  Day  for  attending  to  the  Lord's  Supper  and  ex- 
hortation, and  on  Thursday  evening  for  prayer.  On  the  last 
named  date,  Elder  Samuel  Lowe  was  chosen  and  entered  upon  his 
duties  as  pastor.  In  December  last.  Elder  A.  Chatterton,  who 
claims  seniority  as  a  Christian  preacher  in  Iowa,  having  removed 
the  Evangelist  to  Davenport,  became  a  resident  of  this  city. 

The  revulsion  of  business  in  1857  slightly  affected  the  numerical 
strength  of  this  church,  but  during  the  last  year  it  has  been  re- 
gaining and  now  numbers  as  large  a  membership  as  it  has  ever 
possessed,  embracing  one  hundred  and  sixty  members.  The 
members  meet  on  every  Lord's  Day  morning  for  preaching  and 
the  administration  of  the  Lord's  Supper;  in  the  evening  for 
preaching,  and  at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  for  exhortation  and 
prayer ;  also  on  Thursday  evening  of  each  week.  Attached  to 
this  church  is  a  Sunday  School  embracing  about  fifty  scholars. 

CONOBEGATIONAL  CHURCH, 

Congregationalism  in  Scott  County  was  introduced  as  early  as 
1838.  The  first  sermon  was  preached  at  the  house  of  Levi  Cham- 
berlin,  Esq.,  in  Pleasant  Valley,  in  the  Summer  of  this  year,  by 
the  Rev.  Asa  Turner,  now  of  Denmark,  who  was  traveling  through 
this  country  on  a  missionary  tour.  Mr.  Chamberlain,  who  was 
a  man  of  piety  and  zeal,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that  Valley, . 
and  feeling  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  people,  he  earnestly  desired 
that  a  man  be  sent  among  them  of  ardent  piety,  and  one  with  a 
family^  that  he  might  be  a  permanent  resident,  and  one  who  could 
reconcile  himself  to  the  hardships  of  a  new  country. 

The  members  of  this  denomination  worshiped  in  common  with 

the  Presbyterians  and  Methodists  until  the  80th  of  July,  1839, 

when  twelve  persons  congregated  in  a  small  building  on  Main 

street,  opposite  the  Catholic  Church,  (used  afterwards  as  a  school 

house,  and  then  by  the  Episcopalians  as  a  place  of  worship  under 

the  ministrations  of  Rev.  Z.  Goldsmith,)  entered  into  covenant 
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bonds  and  organized  a  cbnrch,  the  Bev.  Albert  Hale,  now  piw^r 
of  a  Presbyterian  Church  in  Springfield,  IlL,  and  then  Agent  of 
the  Home  Missionary  Society,  presiding.  Two  Deacons  were 
elected,  Messrs.  John  C.  Holbrook  and  Strong  Bui'aelL 

Dnring  the  month  of  June,  1840,  Rev.  Sam'l  Storrs  Howe,  now 
of  Iowa  City,  then  traveling  through  t"he  West,  spent  several  Sab- 
baths in  the  Bupply  of  this  Congregational  Charch,  by  invitation 
of  Beacon  Strong  Bumdl.  And,  among  other  incidents  of  hla 
SDJonrn  at  Davenport,  thus  early  in  its  history,  may  be  mentioned 
his  call,  with  Mr.  Buroell,  on  Antoine  Jje  Claire,  Esqnire,  the 
chief  Proprietor  of  the  town,  and  his  solicitation  of  a  lot  for  a 
chnrch  edifice,  which  Mr.  Le  Claire  cheerfully  promised  and  nlti- 
raately  donated  to  the  Congregational  Society,  the  avails  of  which 
went  towards  their  church  enterprise. 

Daring  his  stay,  also,  Mr.  Howe  preached  a  funeral  sermon  on 
the  occasion  of  the  drowning  of  a  young  man  by  the  name  of 
Gates,  in  a  pleasure  sailing  excursion  on  the  Miaaisaippi  river  on 
the  Sabbath.  In  regard  to  which  death,  the  preacher  remarked 
that  absent  friends  would  doubtless  have  preferred  that  it  should 
have  occurred  on  any  other  day  in  the  week,  for  they  could  not 
say,  with  the  old  proverb,  "The  bettor  day,  the  better  deed." 

The  preaching  was  held  iu  the  unfinished  upper  story  of  what 
was  afterwards  known  as  "Ziek's  Grocery,"  a  building  on  Front 
street,  consumed  by  fire  in  18S8. 

The  Rev.  I.  P.  Stuart,  of  Stephenson,  111.,  who  was  c 
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place  of  worship  was  fitted  up,  however,  on  the  comer  of  Ripley 
and  Front  streets,  a  building  some  20  by  30  feet,  and  had  been 
used  by  D.  C,  Eidridge  and  others  as  a  store-house,  post  office, 
d;o.,  and  was  known  as  ^'Brimstone  Comer,*'  afterwards  con- 
sumed by  fire.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hitchcock  first  began  his  ministry 
here,  and  preached  his  first'sermon  in  Davenport. 

The  20th  of  June,  1840,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Emerson  took  charge  of 
the  congregation,  and  preached  for  a  short  time,  when  he  removed 
to  DeWitt  The  next  place  of  worship  of  this  church  was  in  the 
log  cabin  erected  by  the  Harrison  Club,  on  Third  street,  and 
when  cold  weather  came  on,  they  met  again  on  Main  street,  in  the 
school  house,  which  was  removed  in  1843,  to  give  room  for  better 
buildings.  They  next  worshiped  at  a  school  room  on  the  east 
side  of  Harrison  street,  above  Fourth,  where  Mr.  Wheeler  now 
resides.  This  building  was  one  of  the  frames  brought  out  from 
Cincinnati,  and  occupied  for  some  time  by  the  Davenport  Institute. 
This  was  the  last  rented  place  of  worship.  Two  lots  having 
been  procured  on  Fifth  street,  between.  Main  and  Brady,  the 
old  part  of  the  present  edifice  was  erected  in  the  Summer  of 
1844,  by  Strong  Bumell,  Esq.,  being  twenty  eight  by  thirty 
feet.  The  building  was  dedicated  the  27th  of  October,  1844. 
Mr.  Hitchock  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon,  which  was  his 
last  sermon  here,  having  had  a  call  to  settle  in  Moline,  Ills., 
which  he  accepted,  and  where  he  still  preaches.  In  the 
evening  of  t^at  day,  the  Rev.  Ephraim  Adams,  who  had  been 
preaching  to  the  congregation  for  some  time,  occupied  the  pulpit 
and  continued  to  do  so  till  May,  1855,  ten  years  and  six  months. 
He  was  called  to  the  pastorship  in  December,  1846,  and  installed 
eariy  in  1847.  Mr.  Adams  was  the  first  Pastor.  Long  and  faith- 
fully did  he  labor,  amid  days  of  moral  darkness  in  the  church,  and 
in  the  whole  north-west  He  was  one  of  that  little  band  of 
pioneer  ministers,  eleven  in  number,  graduates  of  Andover  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  who,  in  the  fall  of  1843,  moved  by  a  spirit  of 
enterprise,  and  the  cause  of  home  missions  lying  near  their  hearts, 
turned  their  thoughts  to  the  far  West.  Iowa  was  their  first  point 
of  destination,  and  as  Denmark,  in  Lee  county,  was  Headquarters 
for  Congregationalism  in  t^at  day,  they  all  met  there,  and  most 
of  them  were  ordained  on  the  5th  of  March,  1843.  Mr.  Adams 
preached  at  Mount  Pleasant  in  this  State,  for  a  short  time, 
before  entering  upon  his  labors  here,  where  for  so  many  years 
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he  devoted  himself  to  building  up  the  CoDgregstional  Chnroh 
in  this  city. 

He  began  his  labors  in  the  little  school  room  on  Harrison  street 
with  a  congregation  of  twdve,  and  after  he  entered  the  new  house 
of  worship  for  more  than  a  year  he  bad  but  about  thirty-five 
hearers.  But  in  toil  and  self  denial  be  labored  on,  amid  many 
disco aragements.  At  the  end  of  fire  years,  there  were  about 
eighteea  meraberH,  but  ho  looked  forward  full  of  hope  and  futh, 
believing  that  the  little  church  was  of  God's  own  planting,  and 
that  in  due  time  it  would  spring  up  and  bear  much  fruiL  The 
whole  number  of  members  on  the  31st  of  July,  1869,  was  224. 
Tot^  from  its  organization  423.  In  May  1866,  the  pastoral  rela- 
tion between  Mr.  Adams  and  the  church  was  dissolved,  and  boou 
alter  the  Kev.  Geo.  F.  Magoun  was  settled.  The  whole  number 
admitted  daring  his  pastorship,  to  the  present  time  is  190,  three- 
fourths  of  the  present  membership.  During  the  ministry  of  Mr, 
Hitchcock  and  Mr.  Adams,  there  was  special  interest  from  time 
to  time,  the  greatest  revival  occurring  in  the  Winter  of  IBSS  and 
'66.  There  was  a  steady  increase  of  the  cburoh  both  by  letter 
and  profession. 

Mr.  Adams  is  now  settled  over  a  church  at  Decorab,  in  this 
State.  During  his  rotDistry  in  this  place  ho  made  many  friends. 
His  uniform  kindness  to  all,  and  pursnasive  manner  as  a  min- 
ister, his  daily  walk  among  bis  fellow  men,  and  his  untarnished 
christian  character,  justly  entitled  him  to,  as  he  had,  the  love  and 
respect  of  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  hie  acquaintance. 
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PBOTE8TA27T  EPISCOPAL   CHITBCH. 

The  organization  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in 
Iowa,  and  the  history  of  the  "Trinity  Church  Parisjj"  we  copy 
entire  from  "Davenport  Past  and  Present,"  as  we  believe  it 
to  be  correct  in  all  its  parts.: 

The  organization  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
Diocese  of  Iowa  was  effected  at  Muscatine  in  August,  1853 ; 
but  the  election  of  a  Bishop  did  not  take  place  until  the  first 
of  June,  1854.  The  Convention  sat  in  Davenport,  in  the 
basement-room  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Trinity  not 
being  ready  for  use.  The  Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  Kemper,  Missionary 
Bishop  of  the  Northwest,  presided.  The  balloting  resulted  in 
the  election  of  the  Rev.  Henry  W.  Lee,  D.  D.,  then  Rector  of 
St  Luke's  Church,  N.  T.  The  Bishop  elect  was  consecrated 
at  Rochester  in  October  of  the  same  year,  and  soon  entered 
upon  his  new  duties.  Having  made  his  first  visitation  to  the 
Diocese,  he  selected  Davenport  as  his  place  of  residence,  it 
being,  in  his  judgment,  the  most  eligible  and  convenient  point 
with  reference  to  his  duties.  The  Diocese  of  Iowa  includes 
the  entire  State ;  and  from  thirteen  parishes  and  eight  clergy- 
men in  1854,  it  has  increased  to  thirty  parishes  and  twenty- 
five  clergymen  in  January,  1858.  Bishop  Lee,  at  the  present 
time,  has  also  the  Episcopal  charge  of  the  Territory  of  Ke- 
braska ;  this  being,  however,  but  a  temporary  arrangement. 

TBDnrr  chitbch. 

The  first  and  r^ular  services  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Chmx^h  were  commenced  in  Davenport  on  Thursday,  the  14th 
day  ot  October,  1841,  by  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Goldsmith,  who  was 
appointed  as  a  Missionary  by  the  Domestic  Committee  ot  the 
Board  of  Missions  (^  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  his 
time  being  divided  at  intervals  between  Davenport  and  Rock- 
iogfaam,  which  later  place,  at  the  time,  promised  to  be  of  the 
most  importance.  A  parish  was  regularly  organized  at  Dav- 
enport on  Thursday,  the  4th  of  November,  1841,  by  the  name 
and  title  of  "Trinity  Church  Parish ;"  and  a  Vestry  was  elect- 
ed^  resulting  in  the  ibllowing  choice :  Ira  Cook,  J.  W.  Parker, 
W.  W.  Dodge,  Ebenezer  Cook,  H.  8.  Finley. 
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The  regolar  meetinga  of  the  Parish  for  public  worBhip  were 
held  dariDg  a  Buccesaioii  of  years,  and  until  November,  1853i 
in  the  small  frame  building  still  standing  on  the  west  side  of 
Kain  street,  between  Fourth  and  Fifth  streets,  occupying  the 
middle  lot  of  that  halt  block,  when  it  was  abandoned  aa  no 
longer  teoantable.  Divine  services  were  held  during  the  same 
Winler  of  1S53,  and  until  April  of  1854,  in  the  store  room  at 
the  north-east  comer  of  Kock  Island  and  Second  streets,  and 
from  April  until  the  completion  and  occupancy  of  the  new  ed- 
ifice of  Trinity  Church,  in  August  of  1854,  in  the  honse  of  the 
Itector,  llev.  A,  Louderback,  known  as  the  Emerson  House,  on. 
Bock  Island  and  Perry  streets. 

The  incumbency  of  the  Rev.  Z.  H.  Goldsmith  continued 
until  the  Spring  of  1849,  when,  in  the  following  year,  he  was 
displaced  from  the  ministry,  and  continued  to  reside  here  till 
bis  death,  which  occurred  in  the  Summer  of  185S.  The  resig- 
nation of  Rev.  Z.  H.  Goldsmith,  which  occurred  on  the  first 
of  April,  1849,  was  followed  by  the  call  and  settlement  of  the 
Rev.  Alfred  Londerback,*  as  Rector  and  Hissionary,  on  the 
6th  of  May  following,  making  a  vacancy  of  one  year  in  the 
Parish.  When  he  assumed  the  charge  of  this  Parish  and 
Station,  at  a  salary  of  two  hundred  dollars  per  annom,  with  a 
like  sum  from  the  Domestic  Committee,  he  found  the  Parish 
in  debt  in  some  seven  hundred  dollars,  or  twice  the  amount  of 
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year  these  necessary  aids  were  obtained,  and  also  a  complete 
set  of  plans,  from  Mr.  Frank  "Wills,  of  New  York  city,  who 
generously  famished  them  at  a  trifling  cost  A  subscription 
was,  at  the  same  time,  started  with  a  view  to  building  the 
present  edifice  of  Trinity  church,  and  on  the  5th  of  May,  1852, 
just  three  years  from  the  time  the  acting  Kector  assumed 
charge,  the  comer-stone  was  laid  by  the  Eight  Eev.  Bishop 
Kemper,  D.  D.,  then  in  Episcopal  charge  of  Iowa,  as  yet  un- 
denized  into  a  Diocese.  The  walls  rose  to  their  proper 
height  (luring  that  year,  and  remained  bare  the  following  Win- 
ter, until  the  Spring  of  1853,  when  the  roof  was  put  on,  and 
the  building  plastered  and  floored,  and  the  windows  roughly 
closed  up,  in  which  condition  it  stood  until  the  Spring  of  1854, 
when  it  was  determined  to  finish  It  off.  Contracts  were  made 
accordingly,  and  its  occupation  entered  upon  by  the  congrega- 
tion on  Sunday,  the  20th  day  of  August,  of  the  same  year, 
1854.  The  original  cost  of  the  two  lots  in  1851,  and  now 
owned  by  the  parish,  was  five  hundred  dollars ;  the  organ,  one 
of  Erben's  build,  ot  New  York  city,  and  the  generous  gift  of 
Gen.  George  B.  Sargent,  seven  hundred  dollars ;  in  addition 
to  which  the  parish  holds  about  eight  or  nine  acres  of  ground, 
being  a  part  of  the  "Pine  Hill  Cemetery,"  as  a  burial  ground 
for  their  dead ;  being  in  all  a  property  worth,  at  the  lowest 
estimate,  over  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  in  a  perfectly  safe 
condition.  In  conducting  the  parish  to  this  gratifying  state  of 
outward,  temporal  prosperity,  much  credit  and  praise  are  due 
to  the  untiring  interest,  generosity  and  zeal  of  Mr.  Ebenezer 
Cook,  who  has  been  the  constant  friend  and  liberal  supporter 
of  the  parish  throughout  its  entire  history,  without  mentioning 
what  is  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  Kector. 

The  whole  number  of  communicants,  which  have  been  con- 
nected with  the  parish,  at  various  times,  is  about  one  hundred 
and  forty.  Number  of  baptisms — adults,  twenty-two ;  infants, 
one  hundred  and  nineteen,  making  in  all  one  hundred  and 
forty -one;  confirmations,  thirty-four;  marriages,  thirty-eight; 
burials,  eighty-one ;  present  number  of  communicants,  about 
sixty-five.  Size  of  the  church  at  present,  about  seventy-five 
feet  long,  by  thirty-five  feet  broad,  in  the  clear,  exclusive  of 
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chancel  recess,  with  a  view  to  enlai^^ement,  at  a  futon  day,  by 
the  addition  of  transcepts,  BO  as  to  make  a  cmci-form  bnilding ; 
at  present  capable  of  seating  about  three  hundred  persons,  and 
when  enlarged,  as  plans  call  for,  afibrding  sittings  for  about 
one  thousand  persons.  Parochial  Library,  for  the  reading  of 
tlie  con^rregadon,  mostly  imported  English  works,  of  near  four 
hundred  volumes,  the  generous  gift  of  Ebenezer  Cook.  Sun- 
day School  Library  of  about  one  hundred  and  forty  TOlnmee. 
Sunday  School  scholars  about  sixty ;  teachers,  six ;  Sector,  Su- 
perintendent. The  "Parochial  Aeeociation"  meets  the  flnt 
and  third  Tncsday  evenings  in  every  month,  except  dnriog 
Lent,  at  the  houses  of  parishoners,  with  a  view  to  promoting 
acquaintance  and  sociality  among  the  members  of  the  congre- 
gation, and  exciting  a  deeper  interest  in  the  wel&re  of  the 
l)arish.  Church  chairs  purchased,  from  the  avails  of  that  Ab- 
Eociation,  at  a  cost  of  about  one  hundred  and  seventh-five  dol- 
lars, being  the  contribution  of  one  dime  per  month  from  mem- 
bers, with  one  dime,  also,  as  entrance  fco. 

BT.    LCKE's   CHUHCn. 

In  March,  1856,  at  the  request  of  the  Hon.  John  P.  Cook, 
Gen.  Sargent,  and  thrity-three  others,  the  Kev.  Alfred  Louder^ 
bach,  Rector  of  Trinity  Church,  gave  canonical  consent  to  the 
organization  of  a  second  Episcopal  Society  iu  the  City  of  Dar- 
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creased  and  some  were  added  to  the  church,  when  in  March, 
1857,  the  Rev.  Horatio  N.  Powers  became  their  permanent 
Bector,  took  charge  of  the  Parish,  and  in  May  following, 
entered  npon  his  duties,  and  still  ministers  to  this  people. 

The  little  church  on  Brady  becoming  too  small,  they  deter- 
mined on  building  a  new  house  of  worship,  and  although  but  a 
little  more  than  a  year  had  expired  since  their  organization,  yet 
on  the  first  of  July,  1867,  the  comer  stone  of  a  new  church  was. 
laid  with  appropriate  ceremonies.  Bishop  Lee  delivering  the 
address  on  the  occasion,  and  on  the  14th  of  March  following  it 
was  opened  tor  divine  service.  The  prompt  and  energetic 
spirit  with  which  this  little  church  undertook  the  erection  of 
this  beautiful  and  stately  edifice,  the  harmonious  and  Christian 
spirit  in  which  they  seem  united  in  every  good  work,  is  worthy 
of  all  note ;  and  as  the  church  edifice  is  a  model  one  in  our  city, 
and  in  the  West,  we  give  a  description  of  it  here. 

Its  location  is  on  Brady  street,  about  half  way  up  the  blufl^, 
being  central  in  its  position,  and  presents  a  very  attractive  ap- 
pearance from  the  river.  It  is  of  gothic  structure,  built  of 
brick,  with  a  deep  basement  ot  limestone.  The  tower  is  four- 
teen feet  square  at  the  base,  not  including  the  buttresses  which 
project  two  feet  each.  The  extreme  height  to  the  top  of  the 
pinnacle  is  eighty-three  feet  from  the  base.  The  body  of  the 
church  is  eighty-five  feet  by  forty  five,  and  thirty  one  feet  high 
in  the  clear.  The  exterior  height  is  forty-four  feet  The  vestry 
room,  south  of  the  chancel,  is  eleven  by  twelve  feet. 

In  the  basement  there  is  a  large  lecture  room,  with  four  other 
small  compartments.  These  rooms  are  fourteen  feet,  all  finish- 
ed, and  some  of  them  were  occupied  by  Miss  Lyons  for  a  Young 
Ladies  School.  The  chancel  is  fourteen  feet  long  by  eighteen 
wide,  with  a  heisrht  of  twenty-three  feet ;  height  of  chancel  arch 
twenty  feet  The  organ  gallery  is  large  and  convenient ;  the 
windows  of  stained  glass,  containing  two  lancets  each.  The 
chancel  window  contains  three  lancets  with  appropriate  de- 
vices. The  chancel  furniture  is  all  made  of  black  walnut  of 
neat  workmanship.  The  lectum  and  pulpit  are  without  the 
<^ancel  rails,  and  are  built  in  handsome  style ;  the  pews  of  the 

same  finish.  The  chairs  alone  cost  over  one  hundred  dollars  and 
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were  a  present  from  Col.  Tonng.  The  bookB,  which  cost  over 
fifty  dollars,  were  presented  by  Mrs.  Holmes  and  Kre.  Jaynes. 
The  carpeting  and  ornaments  of  the  church  were  fiimiBhed  by 
the  ladies  of  the  congregation.  The  architect  was  J.  G.  Coch- 
ran. The  entire  cost  of  the  bnildiug  and  lot  was  about  twenty 
thons&nd  dollars.  Nearly  seventy  finmilies  are  now  inclcded 
in  the  Parish.  The  number  of  communicants  as  last  reported 
to  the  convention  was  sixty,  but  since  the  last  report  several 
have  been  added.  The  congregation  is  continually  increasing, 
and  is  already  quite  large.  There  is  a  Sabbath  School  con- 
nected with  the  church,  in  a  ftonrishing  condition.  When  we 
take  into  consideration  that  this  church,  so  recently  organized, 
amid  the  financial  pressure  of  the  country,  commenced  sach  a 
work  and  prosecuted  it  to  so  successful  a  termination,  we  can 
but  admire  their  worthy  efforts,  and  wish  them  many  spiritual 
as  well  as  temporal  blessings. 

The  present  Vestry  consists  of  Hon.  Jao.  P.  Cook,  Dr.  Wm. 
Keitb,  H.  S.  Finley,  Wm.  Van  Tuyl,  Charles  Powers,  G«orge 
H.  French,  Thomas  J.  Holmes,  James  A.  Buchanan,  V.  K. 
Rowe.  Senior  Warden,  Dr.  Wm.  Keith ;  Junior  Warden, 
Wm.  Van  Tuyl ;  Treasurer,  Wm.  Van  Tuyl ;  J.  A.  Buchanan, 
Secretary. 

FIRST  StETllODier  EPISCOPAL   CHUHCH. 
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Island  Mission,  under  the  control  of  the  Illinois  Conference. 
The  Methodist  Conference  was  held  this  fall  at  Alton ,  and  the 
ICockingham  society  reported  the  wants  of  this  region  of  country, 
its  prospects  for  a  wide  field  of  labor,  when  the  Conference 
formed  a  circuit  extending  from  the  mouth  of  the  Iowa  river  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Wabesipinecon.  Eoddngham  then  being  the 
largest  town,  and  the  only  one  of  any  importance  in  the  circuit, 
it  was  called  the  "Eockingham  Circuit,^'  embracing  all  the 
country  west  as  &r  as  settlements  were  made.  This  circuit 
was  about  two  hundred  miles  round,  and  consisted  of  a  few 
fiunilies  along  the  river  and  among  the  groves.  Chauncey 
Hobert  was  sent  to  this  circuit  as  preacher.  He  had  been  a 
Boldier  in  the  Black  Hawk  war,  which  had  just  closed,  and  was 
well  calculated  to  traverse  a  country  whose  streams  were  un- 
bridged  and  inhabitants  widely  scattered.  He  could  swim 
creeks  and  sleep  by  the  side  of  a  log  when  night  might  over- 
take him.  The  first  Winter,  he  had  three  appointments :  one  at 
Bockingham,  one  at  a  little  town  near  the  mouth  of  the  Iowa 
river,  called  Black  Hawk,  and  one  at  the  cabin  of  Mr.  Spencer, 
in  Pleasant  Valley,  the  father  of  our  fellow-citizen,  Roswell  H. 
Spencer.  The  appointments  multiplied  the  following  year,  but 
Bockingham  was  the  centre,  and  probably  contained  niore 
members  than  all  the  balance  of  the  circuit 

In  the  year  1839,  B.  Weed  was  presiding  Elder  for  the  Iowa 
District  About  this  time  the  £lder  thought  that  there  were 
sufficient  members  and  encouragement  to  commence  a  society 
in  Davenport,  and  have  an  organization  of  the  Methodist 
church  in  that  place.  Accordingly  he  authorized  Wm.  L.  Cook 
to  change  his  connection  with  the  society,  and  form  a  class,  if 
he  could  find  the  requisite  number  of  members.  His  search 
among  protestants,  resulted  in  finding  five  members  besides 
himself  and  wife,  who  had  been  members  of  churches  in  former 
days.  A  time  was  appointed  for  a  meeting  to  be  held  at  the 
house  of  Timothy  Dillon,  situated  on  Third  street  near  Wash- 
ington Square.  At  this  first  meeting  were  present,  as  members, 
Wm*  L.  Cook  and  wife,  Timothy  Dillon  and  wife,  Israel  Hall, 
W.  S.  Euby  and  Mary  Euby.  Here  this  little  band  of  christ- 
ians, longing  tor  a  closer  union  with  Him  in  whom  they  trusted. 
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in  deep  devotion  poared  fourth  many  desires  for  spiritnal  food 
in  this  strange  land;  and,  in  that  little  cabin  alone  with  God, 
thtij  dedicated  tbetnaelves  to  Him  and  His  service,  renewing 
their  covenant  views,  and  forming  the  first  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  tho  then  little  village  of  Davenport.  Such  were  tlie 
beginnings  of  tlie  church,  that  now  worships  on  the  comer  of 
6th  and  Brady,  witli  nearly  four  hundred  members. 

From  thia  time,  meetings  were  continned  every  Sabbath, 
being  generally  conducted  by  Mr.  Cook.  The  sodety  increased 
until  private  rooms  became  too  small,  and  in  the  fall  of  1840, 
the  church  then  numbering  about  twenfy  members,  it  was 
thought  best  to  erect  a  building.  Though  its  members  were 
few  and  poor,  they  purchased  a  lot  on  Perry,  between  4th  and 
5th,  which  was  then  considered  out  of  town,  and  built  the  first 
brick  chapel,  which  still  stands  on  the  same  ground.  This 
church  was  seated  at  first  with  slabs  and  split  saplings,  flat  side 
up,  and  lighted  with  a  "chandelier"  composed  of  a  block  of 
wood  suspended  by  a  rope  from  the  ceiling,  in  which  were  in- 
serted some  half  dozen  tallow  candles;  and  warmed  by  a  stove 
that  looked  as  though  it  might  have  done  good  service  before 
the  flood.  While  thus  seated,  warmed  and  lighted,  it  came 
near  passing  out  of  tho  possession  of  the  society  by  reason  of 
an  execution  in  the  hands  of  the  Sheriff,  issued  npon  a  judg- 
ment for  $inO,  for  the  purchase  money  of  the  lot     But  those 
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lecture  rooms  below,  a  Sabbath  School  and  a  library.  Also  a 
parsonage  attached  and  sexton's  hoase.  The  whole  church 
property  is  dear  of  debt. 

SECOND  BAPTIST  CHUECH. 

On  the  6th  of  October,  1851,  sixteen  members  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  in  Davenport  asked  for  and  received  letters  of 
dismission  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  another  church.  They 
met  on  the  same  day  and  unanimously  resolved  to  call  a  council 
to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  re-organizing  them- 
selves into  a  regular  Baptist  Church.  On  the  7th  of  October 
the  council  met  at  the  house  of  J.  M.  Witherwax,  there  being 
present  the  Rev.  J.  Teesdale,  of  the  A.  F.  B.  Society ;  Eev.  J. 
L.  Denison,  Rock  Island ;  A.  J.  Johnson,  of  Burlington,  Iowa ; 
S.  B.  Johnson,  Muscatine ;  Rev.  Mr.  Scots,  Maquoketa ;  Rev. 
Dr.  Carpenter,  of  Blue  Grass.  After  due  deliberation  and  ex- 
amination of  all  the  circumstances,  they  proceeded  to  organize 
the  sixteen  members  into  the  "Second  Baptist  Church  of 
Davenport,  Iowa.''  A  constitution  and  by-laws  were  drafted 
by  a  committee  appointed  consisting  of  Dr.Blood,  Mr.  Solomon, 
and  Levi  Davis.  ' 

The  first  oflBcers  of  the  church  elected  were  Dr.  J.  M.  Wither- 
wax, 0.  G.  Blood,  and  W.  M.  Crosson,  Trustees ;  Levi  Davis, 
Clerk,  and  J.  Solomon,  Treasurer.  Thus  organized  this  little 
church  stood  alone,  amid  every  discouragement;  poor,  and 
without  a  pastor  or  a  place  of  worship.  The  school  room  of 
the  Misses  Jones'  was  procured,  (now  the  residence  of  Dr. 
Witherwax,)  and  the  services  of  the  Rev.  Professor  Briggs 
were  secured  until  a  regular  pastor  could  be  obtained. 

On  the  13th  of  June,  1842,  the  Rev.  E.  M-  Miles  was  called 
and  settled.  The  church  steadily  increased  in  numbers,  both 
by  profession  and  admission  by  letter.  In  February,  1853, 
the  first  movement  was  made  towards  building  a  house  of 
worship.  Between  three  and  four  thousand  dollars  were  at 
once  subscribed,  and  the  present  edifice  commenced.  It  is  of 
stone,  forty-six  by  eighty  six  feet,  with  basement  and  spire, 
well  proportioned,  and  a  beautiful  as  well  as  durable  house. 
Their  chuixjh  debt  has  recently  been  reduced  to  about  five 
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thoneaDd  dollars,  and  it  is  now  in  a  proiperoaa  condifiotu  Ifi 
recent  Pastor,  the  Rev.  Isaac  Bntterfield,  ancceeded  Mr.  Miles 
in  Jnne,  1858.  The  namber  of  members  since  its  organization 
according  to  the  church's  records,  has  been  280 ;  dismissale  97 ; 
exchieions  11,  and  deaths  12,  These  were  received — 133  by 
baptism,  and  143  by  letter.  The  present  namber  of  members 
is  163.  The  sabbath  school  attached  to  the  chnrch  contains 
two  hundred  scholars,  with  a  good  library. 

Eev.  Isaac  Buttcrfield  resigned  his  charge  in  Nov.  1863, 
having  the  satisfaction  of  leaving  the  chnrch  out  of  debt  and 
prosperons. 

FraST   EBOUSn   EVANGELICAL   LFIHEBAN   CHCBCH. 

This  church  was  established  November  35th,  1855.  Jacob 
Steck  was  their  first  Pastor,  and,  we  believe,  still  continaes  to 
minister  to  the  chnrch. 

There  were  twenty-five  members  at  its  organization.  This 
society  has  had  many  difficulties  to  contend  with.  In  1856,  a 
church  edifice  was  commenced,  but  the  financial  difficnlties 
delayed  its  completion,  we  believe,  until  the  present  season. 
It  has  a  Sabbath  School  of  seventy-five  members,  and  a  Library 
of  tliree  hundred  volumes. 

SECOND   FBEBBTTEBIAN   cnOBCH,   N,    B. 
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and  subsequently  to  the  house  originally  occupied  by  the  First 

Baptist  Church  on  Brady. 

The  Rev.  D.  T.  Packard,  of  Massachusetts,  preached  to  them 
as  a  stated  supply,  for  about  a  year,  since  which  time  they 
have  had  service  but  a  few  times,  and  are  now  altogether 
suspended.  There  were  a  number  of  accessions  during  Mr.' 
Packard's  ministry,  but  owing  to  removals  from  the  city,  the 
nmmber  is  now  reduced  to  fifteen  members.  After  its  organiza- 
tion, and  during  the  preaching  of  Mr.  Packard,  the  congregation 
numbered  one  hundred,  and  a  Sunday  School  had  been  com- 
menced ;  but  the  financial  difficulties  of  the  West  seemed  to 
break  into  their  arrangements,  and  the  church  has  been  aban- 
doned for  the  present 

FIRST  ASSOCIATE  BEFOBMED  FBESBYTEBIAN  CHUBCH. 

We  believe  this  church  is  now  without  a  Pastor  and  its  house 
of  worship  closed.  Of  its  origin  and  progress,  we  need  not 
speak,  but  copy  its  history  from  "Wilkie's  Davenport  Past  and 
Present :" 

^This  Church  is  situated  on  the  south-east  comer  of  Scott  and 
Eleventh  streets,  on  a  lot  donated  by  Mr.  James  Mcintosh. 
It  is  a  neat,  plain  frame  building,  thirty-five  by  forty-five  feet, 
and  calculated  to  seat  between  three  and  four  hundred  persons. 
It  was  founded  A.  D.  1856.  The  Congregation  numbers  about 
sixty  members,  and  is  under  the  Pastoral  care  of  Eev.  Samuel 
M.  Hutchinson.  They  Have  a  Sabbath  School  of  thirty-one 
scholars,  and  six  teachers,  with  a  library  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  volumes. 

"It  may  be  observed  that  this  Church  is  in  its  infancy,  and 
the  only  one  of  the  kind  in  Davenport.  It  belongs  to  a  largo 
and  influential  branch  of  the  Presbyterian  family,  which 
originated  in  a  union  of  Associate  Presbyterians  and  Eeformed 
Presbyterians,  who  came  from  Scotland  and  Ireland,  as  Mis- 
sionaries, prior  to  the  revolution,  and  in  the  year  1782,  they 
united  together,  and  retaining  their  primitive  names  in  one, 
have  since  been  known  by  the  name  of  Associate  lleformed 
Presbyterians.  An  effort  has  been  made  to  unite  this  body 
with,  tiie  Associate  Presbyterians.    If  this  proves  successful,  it 


224  AMNALS  OF  IOWA,  [jAN- 

ma;  cliange  the  oamo  of  the  Church  to  United  or  Union 
Presbyterian." 

THE   BEFOBUED  FKOTESTAXT   pDTCH   CIIUBOH. 

The  Reformed  Protestant  Dntch  Chnrch  of  Davenport,  not 
mentioDcd  in  Mr,  Barrows'  history  above,  is  here  briefly 
sketched  by  the  Editor  of  the  Annalg,  It  was  oi^nized,  Tnth 
eleven  members,  October  29,  1859,  by  a  Committee  of  the 
ClasBis  of  Illinois,  consisting  of  Rev.  E.  P.  Livingston  and 
Rev.  C.  D.  Eltinge,  Rev.  C.  Gr.  Tan  Derveer,  the  minister  of 
the  congregation,  being  present. 

The  first  Consistory  of  the  chnrch  was  composed  of  Elders 
L.  S.  Viele  and  Anthony  Van  Wyck,  with  "Deacon  John  R 
Rogers. 

A  neat  church  edifice,  seating  two  hnndred  and  fifty  persons, 
was  erected,  at  a  coat  of  three  thousand  five  hnndred  dollars, 
on  Brady  street,  comer  of  Eleventh,  and  dedicated  on  the  16th 
of  September,  1860,  when  Rev.  0.  G.  Van  Derveer  waa  in- 
stalled as  Pastor.  The  church,  in  1863,  numbered  forty  mem- 
bers, and  the  Sunday  School,  ninety. 

Rev.  C.  G.  Van  Derveer  was  educated  at  the  Butch  Re- 
formed Theological  Seminary  in  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.  He 
lias  constantly  ofBciated  in:  his  charge  at  Davenport,  except 
during  a  short  time  as  Chaplain  of  the  Eighth  Iowa  Volunteer 
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which  ever  overflow.  The  gently  sloping  bluffs  continuo  for 
several  miles,  sometimes  approaching  and  then  receding  from 
the  river,  forming  at  times  landscape  views  of  nnsnrpassed 
beauty.  And  now  that  these  lands  are  dotted  over  with  taste- 
ful and  well  cultivated  &rms  and  gardens,  from  the  river  even 
to  the  top  of  the  bluffs  in  places,  it  presents  one  of  the  most 
lovely  rural  scenes  upon  the  Upper  Mississippi.  This  lovely 
▼a)ley  received  its  very  appropriate  name  from  one  of  its  ear- 
liest settlers,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Birchard,  who  now  lives  there  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  her  early  toil  and  privations. 

The  first  settlement  of  that  valley  was  coeval  with  that  of 
Buflhlo  Township.  In  the  fall  of  1833,  Boswell  H.  Spencer, 
Esq.,  built  a  log  cabin  upon  the  bank  of  the  river  a  little  below 
the  present  ferry-landing  from  Hampton,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river,  to  Valley  City,  a  town  laid  out  upon  this  side  of 
the  river.  The  same  strata  of  limestone  rock  that  underlay 
Bock  Island  and  its  vicinity  crop  out  along  the  entire  length 
of  this  valley  and,  in  fact,  to  the  head  of  the  Bapids.  There 
are  some  springs  of  pure,  cold  water,  gushing  forth  at  the  base 
of  the  bluffs,  near  Messrs.  Spencer's  and  Birchard's,  on  Duck 
Creek,  and  on  Crow  Creek,  called  in  Indian  '^Kaw-ka-kaw- 
sepo."  The  timber  lands,  called  "Spencer's  Woods,"  were  of 
immense  value  to  this  part  of  Scott  county,  in  furnishing 
abundant  material  for  the  settlement  of  Pleasant  Yalley.  Some 
of  the  best  farms  in  Iowa  are  in  this  valley  and  upon  the 
prairie  back  of  it  in  the  same  township,  owned  by  A.  J.  Hyde 
and  brother,  the  Henleys,  Donaldsons,  Hawleys  and  others, 
who  retain  their  original  possessions  obtained  among  the  first 
of  Scott  county. 

1834— During  the  wmter  of  1833  and  1834,  J.  B.  Chamber- 
lin,  Esq.,  moved  into  the  cabin  built  by  Mr.  Spencer,  his  being 
the  first  white  family  in  the  valley.  In  February  or  March,  they 
had  a  son  bom,  who  was  the  first  white  child  bom  in  the  town- 
ship. In  the  Spring  of  1834,  Mr.  Chamberlin  built  a  cabin  on 

the  bank  of  the  river,  a  little  above  the  mouth  of  Crow  Creek, 
which  is  still  standing,  and  is  upon  the  farm  now  owned  by 
G.  B.  and  D.  S.  Hawley,  Esqs.  In  addition  to  Mr.  Spencer 
and  Chamberlin,  the  first  settlers,  were  Mr.  Daniel  Davison, 
Calvin  Spencer  and  James  Thompson. 
5 
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1835.— Iq  1835  Davis  and  Hftskel  built  a  grislnnill,  the  first 
ever  bailt  in  the  connty,  or  in  this  part  of  the  State.  It  was 
Bitaated  on  Crow  Oreek  jnet  above  where  the  present  river  road 
crosses  that  stream,  and  altliough  of  most  rude  primitive  kind, 
having  two  common  boulders,  rough  hewn,  for  stones,  jet  it 
was  one  of  the  most  essential  improvements  of  that  age.  Set- 
tlers came  from  a  great  distance  for  several  years  to  this  mill. 
It  was  a  log  building,  and  after  serving  the  public  fiuthfiilly  for 
many  years  it  was  allowed  to  tumble  to  decay.  A  saw-mill,  the 
first  in  the  county,  was  also  built  in  this  valley  in  1835,  by 
Gapt.  Clark,  of  Buifalo.  This  was  situated  on  J)xKk  Creek, 
near  its  mouth.  These  two  mills  humble  as  t^iey  were,  supplied 
the  wants  of  the  early  settlers,  not  only  of  Pleasant  Yalley, 
but  all  the  sorronndiDg  conntry  for  many  miles.  The  immi- 
grants  into  this  township  were  Mr.  M.  J.  Lyman,  James  Haskel, 
Thomas  Davis,  B.  F.  Pike,  D.  C.  Davison,  G.  M.  Pineo,  H.  H. 
Pineo,  and  Averj'  Pineo. 

1836.— In  the  Spring  of  1836,  this  little  settlement  fonnd 
themselves  struggling  and  buffeting  against  the  pressure  and 
privations  incident  to  a  pioneer  life,  but  with  brave  hearts  and 
iron  nerve  they  toiled  on,  full  of  hope  for  the  future.  Daring 
the  year  they  had  an  acr[uistion  to  their  number  of  upwards  of 
twenty  families.  This  put  new  courage  into  their  hearts,  and 
the  valley  began  to  give  way  from  her  original  beanty  to  tliat 
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Crow  Greek  on  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  which  was  afterwards 
pnrdiased  by  Stephen  Henley,  who  made  important  additions 
and  improvements,  and  it  is  still  in  possession  of  his  heirs.  A 
Post  Office  was  established,  called  "Pleasant  Valley,"  J.  A. 
Birchard,  P.  M.,  an  appointment  which  he  probably  held 
longer  than  any  similar  officer  in  the  State.  In  Jane,  Simeon 
Chfljnberlin  was  bom,  (son  of  J.  B.  Chamberlin,)  who  now 
lives  in  Le  Claire,  and  probably  the  oldest  person  living  who  was 
bom  in  Pleasant  Yalley  Township.  In  the  fall  of  1836,  Mr. 
duunberlin's  wife  died  and  two  of  their  children,  one  of  which 
was  the  first  child  bom  in  the  valley. 

1837. — ^The  immigrants  of  this  year  were  Lyman  Smith, 
Emest  Gonld,  D.  N.  Pope,  Capt.  Isaac  Hawley,  Cyras  P. 
Hawley,  William  P.  Eldridge,  G.  J.  Hyde,  Jerry  Payne,  Eob- 
ert  Scroggins,  John  Campbell  and  William  I^ichols.  Messrs. 
Spencer  &  Work  bnilt  the  third  saw-mill  in  the  coanty,  this 
Summer,  on  Spencer's  Creek,  a  small  stream  that  empties  into 
the  Mississippi  near  Yalley  City.  This  creek  was  called  by 
the  Indians  Wan-pe-me-me-sepo  (White  Pigeon  Creek.)  The 
Messert.  Hedgesbnilt  the  second  grist-mill  and  the  saw-mill, 
of  the  county,  this  Sammer,  on  Crow  Creek,  some  four  miles 
from  its  mouth,  making  the  stones  from  common  boulders  found, 
upon  the  prairies.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  up  to  this  date, 
although  the  settlement  was  begun  and  progressed  rapidly  up 
and  down  the  river  and  back  into  the  interior  as  far  as  the  Cedar 
rivw,  where  mill  privileges  were  numerous,  yet  Scott  County 
had  more  mills  in  operation  than  all  the  country  for  forty  miles 
and  many  settlers  came  that  distance  to  mill. 

1838.— The  immigrants  of  1838  were  G.  W.  Fenno,  Thomas 
Hall,  Isaac  Hedges,  John  Emerson,  Lucius  Moss,  Horace  Brad- 
ley imd  A.  B.  Lathrop,  These  settled  in  various  parts  of  the 
Yalley,  many  of  whom  still  live.  The  progress  of  the  settle- 
ment was* slow  but  substantial. 

1839. — Among  the  many  who  came  in  1839,  we  notice  the 
names  of  Johnson  and  Boyington,  who  built  a  distillery,  the 
first  we  believe,  ever  introduced  into  Scott  County.  But,  like 
many  others  who  have  undertaken  the  manufacture  of  spiritou6 
liquors,  they  &iled  in  the  enterprise  and  removed  to  other  parts. 
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1819.— LUce  other  places  in  the  Far  Wmt,  this  settlement 
fonnd  maiij  difficalties  to  encounter  during  the  long  and  dreary 
years  from  1840  to  1850.  The  increitse  of  immigratioa  was 
elow.  No  public  works  or  expenditure  of  Government  money 
was  expected  at  that  day,  and  all  depended  alike  upon  the 
culture  of  the  soil  for  sustenance.  They  built  houses  and 
opened  farms ;  they  instituted  schools  for  the  education  ot 
their  children,  and  built  chnrches  in  which  to  worship ;  bo  that 
in  1850,  Fleaeant  Yalley  Township,  as  a  rural  district,  stood 
foremost  among  the  settlements  of  Scott  county.  The  eariy 
settlers  were  men  of  nerve  and  ability,  and  well  knew  that 
honest  industry  was  sure  of  reward  ;  end  many  now  live  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  early  labor. 

One  peculiarity,  not  only  of  the  adaptation  of  the  soil  of 
Pleasant  Yalley,  but  of  her  people,  is  the  raising  of  onions.  In 
all  Iowa,  and  probably  nowhere  west  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
are  there  so  many  onions  raised  as  in  this  township.  Tens  of 
thousands  of  bushels  are  aannally  shipped  as  the  products  of 
this  Yalley.  From  three  to  four  hundred  bnshela  to  the  acre 
is  considered  a  common  crop,  while  some  have  raised  as  many 
v&jwe  and  even  six  hundred  hwhda  to  the  aero.  The  onions 
raised  are  of  a  most  excellent  quality,  and  bring  the  bluest 
price  in  the  Southern  market. 

Among  the  prominent  citizens  of  this  township  is  Mr.  J.  A. 
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eonnty,  and  done  much  towards  advandng  the  interests  of  the 
settlement  In  1856  or  '57,  he  erected,  at  a  heavy  cost,  a  large 
steam  fionring  mill  near  his  residence  in  Yalley  City,  which 
has  done  a  very  good  business. 

Capt  Isaac  Hawley,  another  old  settler,  is,  with  his  sons 
Gteorge  B.  and  Daniel  8.  Hawley,  one  of  the  largest  fanners 
in  the  Yalley.  His  early  success  in  raising  onions  was  his 
firbt  step  towards  his  future  prosperity.  His  life  has  been 
lengthened  out  to  a  good  old  age,  and  he  lives,  blest  with  all 
the  comforts  of  life,  respected  by  all  who  know  him,  happy  in 
his  declining  years  to  look  back  upon  the  scenes  through  which 
he  has  passed,  and  feel  that  his  life  has  not  been  spent  in  vain. 

Stephen  Henley  was  another  of  the  pioneers  who  settled  in 
the  Yalley  at  an  early  day,  and  did  much  towards  the  progress 
of  agriculture,  besides  manufacturing  lumber  to  considerable 
extent  He  died  about  the  year  1850,  leaving  a  large  estate 
to  his  children,  and  an  unblemished  character. 

Christopher  Bowe  settled  in  1851,  and  although  he  has  been 
for  many  years  a  non-resident  of  the  Yalley,  yet  his  early  ef- 
forts in  behalf  of  the  in£Emt  settlement  will  long  be  remember- 
ed. His  open  and  generous  heart  has  often  made  glad  the 
weak  and  discouraged,  while  his  aid  and  his  counsel  inspired 
confidence  in  those  who  languished  under  the  severe  trials  in- 
cident to  a  frontier  life. 

Andrew  J.  Hyde  and  brother  were  among  the  first  who 
opened  fimns  upon  the  prairie  back  from  the  river,  and  still 
r^ain  the  lands  upon  which  they  first  settled,  and  rank  among 
the  best  fiurmers  of  Scott  county.  Andrew  J.  Hyde  was  the 
member  elect  to  the  Legislature  in  1846,  and  served  with 
much  acceptance  to  his  constituents. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


LB  OLAIBE   TOWNSmP. 


1834. — ^At  the  treaty  in  1832,  with  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians, 
at  Davenport  (see  chap,  first  of  this  Hist.,)  they  gave  to  An- 
toine  Le  Claire,  Esq.,  a  section  of  land  at  the  head  of  the 
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ilapide,  (840  acres.)  The;  had  at  the  same  treaty,  presented 
Mrs.  Le  Claire  with  a  similar  amount  of  land  where  the  city  of 
Darenpoit  now  stands.  The  reason  of  this  ^ft  'was  none  other, 
wo  believe,  than  out  of  friendship  and  respect  for  Mr.  and  Mn. 
Le  Claire.  He  had  been  with  them  from  boyhood,  either  in 
the  employ  of  the  Fur  Company  or  of  the  GoTermnent,  as  in- 
terpreter, and  was  very  popular  with  them.  The  American 
Fnr  Company,  at  an  early  day,  had  a  trading  honee  on  a  small 
island  some  three  miles  below  Le  Claire,  called  "Davenport's 
Island,"  afterwards  "Smith's  Island,"  and  now  Fulton's  Island." 
The  Indians  came  across  from  JKock  river,  Meredoda  swamp, 
and  from  the  "Wabesipinicon  river  to  this  "Post,"  to  trade.  The 
Indian^  ever  loved  to  live  along  the  thick  timber  lands  of  the 
"Pau-ke-she-tnck,"  (Eapids)  or  swift  water,  where  they  fonod 
abundance  of  fish.  There  was  much  game  also.  The  foreat 
was  dense  all  through  the  conntry  lying  along  the  Mississipid 
river,  from  Spencer's  Creek,  at  the  head  of  Pleasant  Valley,  to 
Princeton,  and  was  of  large  growth.  A  corresponding  tract 
also  of  like  character  lay  along  the  opposite  side  of  the  rviw. 
The  Township  of  Le  Claire,  in  Its  general  character,  is 
similar  to  other  river  townships ;  perhaps  rather  more  aoeven 
along  a  portion  of  its  blnfis,  bat  its  prairie  lands  back  are 
among  the  choieest  in  Iowa,  and  well  settled  by  enteiprwng 
and  industrious  farmers. 
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Bat  there  seem  to  have  been  others,  even  at  an  earlier  day, 
anxious  to  secure  so  desirable  a  site  for  a  town.  The  import- 
ance of  the  location  had  attracted  the  attention  of  some  who,  at 
an  early  day,  were  passing  up  and  down  the  Mississippi  river, 
and  were  not  blind  to  the  coming  future.  I  here  insert  a 
document  dated  the  next  year  after  the  treaty,  and  after  Mr. 
Le  Claire  came  into  posssesion  of  the  land,  in  which  a  contract 
is  made  for  the  town  site  of  Le  Claire  proper : 

Whebeas,  It  is  agreed  by  and  between  Antonie  Le  Claire 
of  the  ohe  part,  and  Geo.  Davenport,  Enoch  C.  March  and 
John  Keynolds  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth,  That  the  said 
Le  Claire  a^'ees  to  convey  by  Deed  in  fee  simple  to  the  said 
I^venport,  March  and  JReynolds,  forty  acres  each — to  be  taken 
out  of  a  section  of  land  at  me  head  ot  the  Bapids,  which  was 

f  ranted  to  said  Le  Claire  by  the  late  Treaty  with  the  Sac  and 
ox  Indians.  Said  land  is  situated  on  the  Mississippi  river,  on 
the  west  side  thereof.  Said  Le  Claire  reserving  forty  acres 
himself  of  said  section,  making  in  all  one-quarter  section. 

Said  quarter-section  is  to  te  located  so  as  to  be  the  most 
suitable  tor  the  purpoto  of  laying  out  a  town  thereon.  And 
all  the  parties  to  this  contract  agree  further  to  lay  out  a  town  on 
said  quarter-section  of  land,  and  to  be  eqaal  partners  and 
proprietors  thereof. 

&id  quarter-section  of  land  is  to  be  located  and  surveyed  as 
soon  as  practicable,  and  the  same  surveyed  also  as  soon  as 
practicable  into  lots. 

Said  Davenport,  March  and  Reynolds  in  consideration  of 
sud  land,  agreed  to  pay  him  (Le  Claire)  Eighty  Dollars  each 
one. 

27th  March,  1833. 

Test,  K.  McKENZEY. 

Signed, 

Antoine  Le  Claise, 
Geo.  Datenport, 
EirocH  C.  Mabch, 
John  Reynolds, 

1835. — At  a  subsequent  date  the  interest  of  Enoch  C.  March, 

Esq.,  consisting  of  one-fourth  of  the  town  site,  was  purchased 

by  our  fellow  townsman  Capt  James  May,  who  still  retains  a 

liuge  portion  of  it.    Mr.  Eleazer  Farkhurst  opened  the  first 

farm  upon  the  prairies  back  of  the  town.    The  town  of  Le  Claire 

was  laid  out  into  lots  in  the  Spring  or  Summer  of  1837,  by  the 

Town  Compapy,  surveyed  by  Wm.  S.  Shoemaker  assisted  by 
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Henry  S.  Howell,  both  U.  S.  Deputy  SurvcyorB.  About  the 
same  time,  Mr.  Parkhnrat,  having  disposed  of  a  part  of  his  dum 
to  Col.  T.  C.  EadB,  they  jointly  laid  out  the  town  of  Parkharst 

1836.— During  the  Summer  of  1836,  Mr.  Parkhorst  applied 
to  the  Post  Office  Department  tor  a  Poet  Office  at  that  phice. 
He  immediately  received  a  favorable  answer,  with  the  appoint- 
ment of  Postmaster,  and  the  office  was  named  "Parkhorst,*' 
after  the  name  of  the  petitioner. 

During  the  years  1835  and  1836,  immigrants  cara»  in  and 
made  Bettlements.  Among  these  were  Mr.  William  Bowe^ 
Jofiiali  Scott,  John  M.  and  Griswold  Yandnzer,  Eli  Smith, 
Dr.  Zachariatt  G-rant,  William  Oousal,  Philip  Suter,  Noble 
McKinstry,  Rockwell  McKinstry,  John  Lewie,  and  others. 
A  eon  of  M.  E.  Parkhurst,  the  Rev.  Wm.  J.  Parkhurst,  still 
resides  in  tliis  townehip,  and  is  the  oldest  inhabitant  now  res- 
ident in  the  place.  The  two  towns,  LeClaire  and  Parkhurst 
were  for  many  years  rivals,  in  point  of  progreee,  and  exhibited 
many  of  those  traits  so  common  among  the  embryo  aties  nf 
the  WesL  Soon  after  Parkhnrst  was  laid  out,  its  name  was 
clianged,  with  that  of  its  Poet  Office,  to  Berlin,  and  finally  to 
LeOlaire. 

1837. — Col.  T.  C.  Eads  made  the  first  important  improve- 
ment  in  Parkhurst,  in  the  Snmmer  of  1837,  by  the  erection  of 
a  large  frame  dwelling,  thirty  by  forty  feet,  two  stories  high, 
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hailed  as  an  acqaisition  to  the  infant  colony.  Lemuel  Park- 
hnrst,  Esq.,  now  a  resident  of  Le  Claire,  first  opened  a  store  in 
1839,  in  the  little  stone  building  in  Parkhurst  now  owned  by 
Mr.  W.  Gardner.  In  1840,  the  old  stone  btiilding  yet  standing 
on  the  bank  of  the  river,  at  the  foot  of  Walnut  street,  was 
erected  by  Eleazer  Parkhurst.  The  same  year,  he  and  his 
nephew,  Waldo  Parkhurst,  who  settled  there  in  1837,  and  is 
still  a  merchant  in  Le  Claire,  opened  in  the  stone  store  a  large 
stock  of  goods  of  all  kinds,  and  continued  in  the  same  nntil 
1849,  when  the  firm  was  dissolved. 

1841.— In  1841,  Charles  Ames,  William  Allen,  A.  K.  Philleo 
and  Martin  W.  Smith  made  improvements  and  settled  in  the 
town  of  Le  Claire.  Mr.  Ames  was  from  Port  Byron,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  brought  with  him  a  stock  of 
goods.  He  bnilt  the  house  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his 
widow,  it  being  the  first  house  built  in  the  city  of  Le  Claire,  or 
on  the  **Ileserve.''  Here  he  opened  the  first  stock  of  goods 
ever  offered  for  sale  in  that  place.  Mr.  Ames  died  in  1846. 
Mr.  PhiUeo  bnilt  the  house  occupied  as  a  bakery  now,  by  Mr. 
Shock.  These  were  the  dark  days  of  Le  Claire.  Many  an  old 
settler  will  call  to  mind  the  few  little  tenements  scattered  along 
the  banks  of  the  river,  through  both  of  the  villages,  and  well 
remember  the  stately  oaks  that  grew  along  the  streets,  where 
now  the  beautiful  mansions  and  the  merchants'  blocks  rear 
their  massive  piles. 

From  this  date  to  1847,  but  little  progress  was  made  at  either 
town  in  the  way  of  improvements.  Steamboats  generally  laid 
np  there  in  low  water  and  windy  weather,  on  account  of  the 
diflkmlty  of  crossing  the  Bapfds  at  such  times,  and  often  in  ex- 
treme low  water  lighters  or  flat-boats  were  used  to  convey 
fimght  over,  as  at  the  present  day,  employing  many  men.  It 
m  the  residence  of  the  Bapids  pilots,  for  boats  and  rafts.  The 
Mtdement  of  the  prairie  back  fh>m  the  to¥m  continued  slowly, 
and  occasionally  a  new  edifice  would  appear  in  Le  Claire  or 
Ftorkhorst. 

Ih  Febroary,  1887,  Messrs.  A.  H.  Davenport  and  Samuel 

Lyter,  of  Bookingham,  opened  a  store  of  dry  goods  and 

gtooerifift,     Mr^^  Lyter   soon   gave   place    in    the   firm,  to 
6 
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Bobert  Christie,  Esq.,  and  Wmchester  Shermao;  and,  in  the 
Antnmn  of  1848,  this  firm  erected  the  fiist  saw-mill  in  LeClure 
and  the  following  year  a  flonring  i^ill  was  added.  In  the 
Snmmer  of  1851,  this  mill  was  burued  down,  and  in  four  months 
after,  the  firm  of  Davenport  &  Rogers,  who  then  owned  it, 
erected  the  "Bapids  Mill,"  upon  the  same  ground. 

1848.— The  comparative  size  of  the  two  villages  at  this  date^ 
may  be  seen  by  an  article  which  we  quote  from  the  Le  Cl^re 
Sepublic  of  March  2Sd,  IS5d,  from  the  pen  of  E.  BasseU,Esq., 
then  Editor  of  that  paper : 

"In  1848,  (says  Mr.  Russell)  when  we  first  visited  the  looalilr, 
Le  Claire  and  Parkhurst  were  separated  by  a  'gulf,'  which 
though  easily  passed,  kept  each  town  entirely  separate  from 
the  other.  A  beautiful  and  dense  grove  of  oats  extended  from 
Reynolds  street  ap  to  Holland  street,  and  no  'cabins'  or  fences 
marred  the  «cene.  Le  Claire  then  contained  nine  frame 
dwelling  houses,  two  brick  do,  one  brick  store,  one  frame  do, 
occupied,  and  one  or  two  unoccupied,  one  brick  boildins;  used 
as  a  pork  house,  one  blacksmith  shop,  the  Baptist  church, 
occupied  but  not  finished,  and  the  old  Methodist  charch,  in 
course  of  erection.  Parkhurst  boasted  of  eight  frame  dwelling 
houses,  one  brick  do,  two  log  do,  one  stone  do,  two  stone  store 
houeee,  one  frame  bam,  and  one  log  do," 

It  waa  not  until  1S40  or  1850,  that  either  of  the  towns  begSB 
to  assume  the  appearance  of  a  village,  but  from  that  time  both 
increased  in  population  and  buildings,  as  well  as  in  extension 
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stoves,  one  hardware  store,  one  boot  and  shoe  store,  five 
chnrches,  two  cooper  shops,  two  tailor  shops,  two  shoemakers, 
two  livery  stables,  five  hotels,  one  banking  honse,  one  printing 
office,  two  steam  flouring  mills,  one  steam  saw-mill,  three 
lawyers,  six  physicians,  two  cabinet  shops,  candy  shops  and 
oyster  saloons  in  any  quantity.  House  and  ship  carpenters, 
stone  masons  and  brick  layers,  a  boat  yard,  where  steamers 
are  repaired,  and  keel  boats  made  and  repaired,  and  a  ferry 
across  the  Mississippi  river. 

There  are  many  interesting  anecdotes  connected  with  the 
early  history  of  this  Township,  like  many  others  in  the  country. 
All  the  pioneer  laws  of  a  new  country  were  enforced  here,  and 
that  same  rigid  regard  for  the  rights  of  all  was  duly  noticed. 
Some  very  rough  specimens  of  humanity  were  of  course  among 
the  early  settlers,  and  many  a  kind  heart  covered  up  by  a  very 
rough  exterior.  It  was  deemed,  in  those  days,  a  very  dangerous 
thing  for  one  man  to  ^^ump"  another's  ^^daim."  The  man 
who  had  the  temerity  to  attempt  such  a  thing  was  looked  upon 
as  likely  to  do  worse  deeds  when  opportunity  presented.  A 
rather  laughable  fsirce  of  this  kind  took  place  in  September, 
1887.  At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  oi  the  settlement, 
matters  had  been  talked  over  as  to  the  peace  and  good  order 
of  things,  and  the  meeting  about  to  adjourn,  when  a  young 
man,  a  stranger,  rather  casually  remonstrated  against  any  one 
holding  more  than  one  ^^claim,'^  and  not  that  unless  he  lived 
on  it  He  was  from  Hennepin,  HI.,  and  most  evidently  had 
not  traveled  ^^he  country  all  over,"  assuming  rather  more  airs 
flum  seemed  necessary  for  the  occasion.  His  remarks  were 
heard  by  one  Simeon  Oragin,  a  discharged  soldier,  and  one  of 
those  unceremonious,  back-woods,  frontier,  half-civilized  hvn 
nujou  that  lurk  around  the  border  settlements,  who  immediately 
presented  himself  before  him  and  thus  addressed  him  :  ^^My 
name,  Sir,  is  Simeon  Oragin.  I  own^/^mr^^an^claims,'  and  if 
any  man  jumps'  one  of  them  I  will  shoot  him  down  at  once 
Sir.  I  am  a  gentleman,  Sir,  and  scholar.  I  was  educated  in 
Bangor,  have  been  in  the  United  States  army  and  served  my 
country  fidthfully — am  the  discoverer  of  the  *Wopsey'--can 
ride  a  grizzly  bear,  or  whip  any  hwman  that  ever  crossed  the 
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MiseiBsippi ;  and  if  you  dare  to  jamp  one  of  my  claimB,  die  yoa 
mast.  My  name  is  Simeon  Oragio,  Sir,  all  the  way  from  BftD* 
fi;or,  and  you  muet  leave  these  digf^ings,  with  but  few  remarks." 
The  increasing  rage  of  "Simeon"  became  alarming  to  the 
young  Sacker,  and  he  found  the  Bhortest  road  possible  to  the 
State  of  lUiaoiB,  and  we  presume  has  never  since  visited  Iowa 
with  a  view  at  least  of  "jumping  cUdms." 

There  are  also  many  striking  reminiscences  of  the  Indians 
and  tlieir  sojourn,  both  before  and  afler  the  whites  took  pos- 
session of  the  country,  that  might  be  interesting,  and  may  be 
added  hereafter.  There  are  those  now  living  in  Le  Claire  who 
remember  with  what  satisfaction  the  Indians  often  returned  to 
tlieir  forest  home  at  the  head  of  the  rapids.  In  1837,  over  one 
thousand  were  encamped  where  the  city  now  stands. 
[to  bb  contisced.] 


LETTER  OF  THE  LATE  COL.  "W.  M.  G.  TORKENCE. 
[The  following  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  late  Col.  Torrence,  of 
Xeokuk,  Iowa,  relating  to  two  flara  carried  by  his  regiment, 
and  presented  to  the  ^Ate  Historic^  Society,  will  be  read  wifli 
interest.  A  memoir  of  this  much  lamented  officer  may  be  ex- 
pected in  a  future  number  of  the  Annals.] — ^Enrros. 

Headqitabters  30th  Iowa  VoLcnTEKBa, } 
Idka,  Miss.,  Oct  ISth,  1863. 
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It  iB  the  wish  of  the  Begiment  that  yon  forward  them  to  the 
State  Historical  Society,  there  to  be  retained  subject  to  the  or- 
der of  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Kegiment 

Eespectfnlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  G.  TORRENCE, 
Colonel  Commanding. 
Copy  :    N.  B.  Bakbr,  Adj't  Gen'l  of  Iowa. 
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of  Iowa  City. 
Recording  Secretary — James  W.  Morrison,  of  Iowa  City. 
Treasurer — J.  P.  "Wood,  of  Iowa  City. 

Board  of  Curators — ^Pres.  0.  M.  Spencer,  D.  D.,  Rev.  M.  S. 
Osmond,  jffon.  F.  H.  Lee,  G.  H.  Jerome,  Esq.,  J.  P.  Wood, 
Esq.,  Hon.  G.  W.  McCleary,  Prof.  Jas.  T.  Roberts,  D.  D., 
William  Cram,  Esq.,  I.  N.  Jerome,  Esq.,  Prof.  N.  R.  Leonard, 
Key.  S.  S.  Howe,  J.  R  Hartsock,  Esq.,  Rev.  F.  M.  Gray— all 
of  Iowa  City;  Rev.  W.  Barris,  of  Burlington ;  Hon.  Wm.  H. 
Tuthill,  of  Tipton ;  Col.  H.  A.  Wiltse,  of  Dubuque ;  Hon.  J. 
B.  Grinnell,  of  Grinnell ;  Hon.  E.  Price,  of  Guttenburg. 

CoiacnTEB  OF  Publication. — ^The  Committee  consists  of 
Oliver  M.  Spencer,  D.  D.,  President  of  the  State  University, 
Chairman,  N.  R  Leonard,  Professor  in  the  State  University, 
and  Rev.  Samuel  Storrs  Howe,  Acting  Editor  of  the  Annsls 
of  Iowa. 

13^  All  communications  and  subscriptions  may  be  sent  to 
the  EDnoB  of  the  Aiwals,  Iowa  Cmr,  Iowa. 
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COMMENDATORY  NOTICES  OF  TRE  ANNALB. 

[The  folIowiDg  notices  of  the  AusAiii,  by  the  press  of  Iowa, 
are  inserted,  with  thanks  to  the  respectiTe  Editors,  who  bare 
cotnmeaded  this  Magazine.  It  is  hoped  that  Editors,  generally, 
will  notice  and  copy  ench  matter  from  the  quarterly  issaea  of 
the  Society,  as  may  be  of  special  interest  to  their  readers. — 
EDrxoH.] 

The  Annals  oi'  tiie  State  Histoeical  Societt, — The  fonrtli 
nnmber  of  this  valuable  contribution  to  the  history  of  Iowa  has 
been  laying  09  onr  table,  several  days,  awaiting  the  notice  it 
BO  well  deserves.  A  continuation  of  the  "History  of  Scott 
County"  is  prefaced  by  an  engraved  likeness  of  our  late  fellow- 
citizen,  Antoine  Lo  Claire,  Esq.  A  letter  from  Hon.  Eliphalet 
Price  accompanies  the  gift  to  the  Society  of  "Wan-kon-shnts-kee'H 
Bcalping-knife,  once  the  property  of  that  Winnebago  Brave,  of 
whom  the  letter^ves  some  interesting  reminiscencea. — Da'o- 
enport  Oasette,  Mov.  25, 1863. 

Annals  of  Iowa. — We  learn  that  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  the  printing  of  the  future  issnes  of  the  AnnaU  of 
Iowa,  a  valnable  quarterly  issued  by  the  Historical  Sodety,  by 
Messrs.  Luse,  Lane  &  Co.,  of  this  city.  A  sufficient  guaranty 
that  the  work  will  be  done  well. 

The  appointment  of  Prof.  Parrin  as  Librarian  of  the  State 
Historical  Society,  will  enable  Kev.  S.  S.  Howe,  the  editor  of 
the  Annals,  to  devote  more  time  to  editorial  labors  and  to  pre- 
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cost  is  only  50  cents  a  jear,  and  it  ought  to  be  taken  by  the 
people  and  ensured  a  permanent  existence. — Cedar  Valuimee. 

We  have  received  the  October  number  of  the  Annals  of  the 
State  Historical  Society  of  Iowa,  a  quarterly  magazine  pub- 
lished by  a  Committee  of  the  Society.  The  present  number  is 
oocupiea  chiefly  by  a  sketch  of  Le  Claire,  the  founder  of  Dav- 
enport, (of  whom  it  gives  a  fine  steel  portrait)  and  the  history 
of  Scott  county.  It  has  also  an  excellent  contribution  from 
Hon.  Eliphalet  Price,  of  Clayton  county,  entitled  "Wa-kon- 
shuts-kee^s  Scalping  Knife,^'  and  some  interesting  minor  articles. 
Price  only  fifty  cents  a  year.  Address  Rev.  Sam'l  S.  Howe, 
Editor  at  Iowa  City,  Iowa. — I}u  Buque  Times. 

The  Annals. — ^The  October  number  of  the  Annals  of  the 
State  Historical  Society  of  Iowa,  has  been  laid,  by  the  Libra- 
rian of  the  Society,  on  our  table. 

It  is  a  most  excellent  Number,  mainly  devoted  to  a  graphic 
history  of  Scott  county.  This  Number  also  contains  a  fine 
steel  portrait  of  Antoine  Le  Claire,  with  a  brief  sketch  of  his 
life.  Le  Claire  was  the  founder  of  the  now  flourishing  city  of 
Davenport,  and  for  many  years  was  one  ot  its  most  enterpris- 
ing citizens.  The  sketch  will  be  read  with  interest  by  all 
lowans,  for, .in  many  respects,  Antoine  Le  Claire  was  the  most 
remarkable  man  that  has  ever  had  a  residence  on  the  western 
slope  of  the  Father  of  Waters. 

Altogether,  the  November  number  of  the  Annals  will  be 
found  very  reiadable,  and  should  be  in  the  possession  of  all  who 
feel  an  interest  in  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Iowa* — Iowa 
(hty  JSepublioan. 

Annals. — ^We  received,  a  few  days  since,  the  October  num- 
ber of  the  ^'Annals  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Iowa." 
This  interesting  periodical  is  published  by  the  State  Historical 
Sodety,  every  three  months,  each  number  containing  fifty 
pages^  and  for  the  small  sum  of  fifty  cents  per  year. 

The  present  number  contains  a  portion  op  the  history  of 
Soott  county ;  a  history  of  many  of  the  articles  which  have 
been  presented  to  the  Society,  besides  many  of  the  historical 
inddents  of  the  early  settlement  of  the  State.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  interesting  publications  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  should 
be  found  in  every  household  in  the  State. 

A  few  years  hence,  its  pages  will  be  referred  to  by  all  who 
imh  to  l^un  anything  of  the  State's  early  history.  The  next 
lumber  will  appear  about  the  first  of  January  next. 

To  subscribe,  enclose  fifty  cents  in  a  letter  addressed  to 


^^Editor  of  the  Annals,  State  Historical  Sodety,  Iowa  City.** 
ItanhaU  Ootmty  Timee.  ^  '         /       > 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 

TiiE  Annals  of  Iowa,  as  the  abbreviated  title  of  this  Qnar- 
terly,  it  is  hoped,  will  prove  acceptable  and  seasonable  to  the 
patrons  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Iowa.  The  personal 
sketches  of  some  of  onr  citizens,  namely,  Hon.  Hiram  Price, 
Col.  D.  S.  "Wilson,  and  Brig.  General  Roberts,  will  add  interest 
and  variety  to  this  unmber. 

Ii)  closing  the  history  of  Davenport,  it  has  been  thonglit 
highly  proper  to  add  the  personal  military  History  of  General 
Hoberts,  whose  name,  by  the  designation  of  Camp  Roberts, 
and,  by  his  sojonm  of  some  months  in  the  city,  will  be  long 
associated  with  the  town. 

Pleasant  Valley  andLe  Claire,  in  continuation  of  the  Histoiy 
of  Scott  County,  by  Willard  Barrows,  Esq.,  will  also  attract 
attention. 

The  Editor  wonld  have  been  glad  to  sabjoin  to  the  history 
of  Davenport,  some  e.\tracts  from  lion.  Jolin  P.  Cook's  pub- 
lished address  to  the  Old  Settler's  Association  ;  and,  also,trom 
the  address  of  Hon,  James  Grant,  in  the  possession  of  the 
State  Historical  Society.  But  the  limits  of  the  present  issue 
will  not  permit.  They  will  receive  attention,  in  future  numbers. 
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LE  CLAIBE.  T0WV8HIP. 

l^ConHnlted  from  por^e  280.] 

But  while  tho  people  of  Le  Claire  were  ihns  busily  en- 
gaged in  bailding  up  a  city,  they  did  not  foi^get  in  its  earlier 
days,  when  their  san  of  prosperity  looked  dark,  and  uncer- 
tainty brooded  over  their  undertakings,  to  turn  their  atten- 
tion to  schools  and  diurches.  Of  the  first  little  gatherings 
for  prayer,  or  of  the  first  sermon  in  some  smUU  cabin, 
where  the  little  pioneer  band  first  met,  we  know  nothing, 
but  the  first  building  erectisd  for  that  purpose  was  the  brick 
Baptist  Church,  in  the  Summer  of  1847.  It  was  enclosed 
that  Autumn,  and  a  small  room  in  the  basement  finished 
off,  so  that  it  could  be  occupied  by  the  District  School 
during  the  six  days,  and  on  the  Sabbath  for  divine  service. 
This  room,  measuring  about  sixteen  by  twenty  feet,  con- 
tinued to  be  the  headquarters  of  the  grammar  school  and 
the  ballot-box  for  some  five  years.  Upon  election  days,  the 
school  was  '^  let  out "  to  accommodate  the  *^  officials,"  in  the 
"weightier  matters  of  the  law."  In  1849,  the  church  be- 
ing still  weak  in  numbers  and  poor,  entered  into  an  agree- 
ment with  the  Congregational  Church  to  make  the  building 
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answer  for  botli  congregationa.  The  main  edifice  was  to  be 
finiBbed,  the  orij^aal  owners  were  to  lath  it,  and  the  Con* 
gregationaliets  were  to  plaster  it,  and  for  bo  doing  the  lat- 
ter were  to  have  the  nse  of  it  free  on  alternate  Sabbaths, 
for  four  years.  In  conseqnence,  however,  of  delay  on  the 
part  of  the  Baptist  brethren,  in  performing  their  contract, 
the  church  wa«  noi,  plastered  nntil  the  Spring  of  1850,  and 
the  slips  or  pewB  were  not  put  in  until  Autumn.  During 
this  Summer  (1850),  the  audiences  of  the  respective  churches 
had  to  sit  on  scats  coDEtructed  by  laying  rough  joiBts  on 
equally  rough  blocks — seats  of  the  most  rude  and  primitive 
kind.  But  it  appears  that  the  immigation  into  the  flourish- 
ing village  of  Le  Claire  that  Summer  was  so  great,  houses 
could  not  be  found  to  contain  them,  and  a  family  occupied 
one  end  of  the  church  as  a  residence — having  a  calico  cur- 
tain separating  kitchen,  dining-room  and  parlor  Irom  the 
sanctuary.  The  Kev.  "W".  Butledge  was  pastor  of  the  Bap- 
tist, and  Rev.  H.  W.  Cobb  the  stated  supply  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  which  occupied  the  ediiice  until  the 
completion  and  dedication  of  their  neat  little  ,churdi  on  the 
22d  of  December,  1853. 

The  old  Methodist  Church  was  built  in  the  Autumn  of 
1848,  and  was  used  in  its  unfinished  state  during  the  ftd- 
lowing- Winter,  being  used  also,  one   end   of  it,  as   a   car^ 
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hnndred  and  eighty  dollars.  The  dedication  services  were 
held  on  the  15th  of  September,  1856.  This  building  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  on  the  2d  of  June,  1859,  supposed  to  be  the 
work  of  an  incendiary. 

The  Congregational  Church  was  organized  in  1849.  Rev. 
H.  W.  Cobb  was  stated  supply  from  June,  1850,  to  December, 
1851,  and  the  Rev.  L.  R.  White  from  that  date  to  June  1st, 
1854.  The  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1853,  at  a  cost  of 
one  thousand  and  sixty  dollars,  Tabor  and  material  at  that  time 
being  very  cheap. 

There  are  Catholic,  United  Presbyterian  and  Disciples' 
Churches  in  the  city,  the  statistics  of  which  I  am  nnable  to 
give. 

The  "Bratton  House  "  was  commenced  in  the  Summer  of 
1864,  finished  the  following  season,  and  opened  by  H.  E.  and 
D.  B.  Brown,  in  October,  1855. 

A  Boat  Yard,  called  the  Marine  Railway,  was  commenced 
in  March,  1856,  and  the  first  boat  was  "  hauled  out,''  the  18th 
September  of  the  same  year. 


CHAPTER  VII. 
PJEUNCXTON  TOWNSHIP. 


1835. — ^The  first  permanent  claimants  to  land  in  tliis  Town- 
ship were  Giles  M.  and  Haswell  H.  Pinneo,  who  made  their 
dums  in  the  Autumn  of  1835,  and  moved  om  to  them  as  per- 
manent settlers  in  the  Spring  of  1836.  George  W.  Harlan 
had  made  some  claims  on  speculation  even  before  this,  but 
made  no  real  settlement  Giles  M.  Pinneo  settled  where  he 
now  lives,  and  Haswell  H.  took  his  claim  where  a  part  of  the 
dty  of  Princeton  now  stands.  Many  of  the  "  old  settlers  " 
will  remember  his  neat  hewed  log  cabin  and  the  comforts  it 
often  afforded  to  those  who  came  beneath  its  roof.  He  died 
many  years  since,  much  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
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In  the  Spring  of  1836,  Thomas  Hobbard,  Sen.,  who  had 
been  living  on  the  opposite  eide  of  the  river  from  the  time  of 
the  Black  Hawk  War.  moved  over  and  settled  on  what  is  now 
a  pai^  of  the  city  of  Princeton.  Mr.  Hahbard  was  from  Ken- 
tucky, bad  served  in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  and  seemed  to 
have  had  much  of  the  old  Kentockj, hatred  for  Indians. 
While  settled  upon  the  Illinois  Bide  of  the  river,  he  had  fre- 
qneut  attacks  from  them,  which  were  repelled  in  trne  pioneer 
spirit.  The  Indians  were  in*  the  habit  of  stealing  from  him 
snch  few  articles  of  "  animal  civilization  "  as  he  was  able  to 
get  aroand  him,  snch  as  fowls,  bogs  and  cattle.  He  liKd  pro- 
cored  some  bees  from  the  forest,  which,  at  that  time,  were 
plenty,  when  one  day  on  bis  return  to  his  cabin  be  fonnd  they 
had  been  robbed  by  the  Indians.  He  was  soon  npon  their 
trail  with  bis  rifle,  and  came  op  with  them  as  they  were  leav- 
ing the  shore  in  their  canoes.  He  fired  upon  them,  when  the 
fire  was  returned  from  the  canoes,  Hnbbard  taking  to  a  tree 
for  shelter.  Several  shots  were  passed  and  one  Indian  was 
killed.  Many  other  skirmishes  were  often  related  by  the  old 
man,  of  bis  exploits  with  the  redskins.  In  bis  old  age  he  be- 
came superstitions  and  somewhat  shattered  in  mind.  He  re- 
turned, I  believe,  to  Kentucky,  and  died  there  some  yean 
since. 

Some  time  in  the  year  1837,  Daniel  Hire  settled  abont  fotir 
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by  Jacob  Eose.  The  immigrants  of  this  year  were  Abijah 
Goodrich  and  family,  Avery  D.  Pinneo,  Gideon  Averill,  Wm. 
Palmer,  Franklin  Howe,  Sterling  Parkhurst  and  Matthias  L. 
Pinneo. 

From  the  year  1840,  settlement  was  slow  in  the  township 
for  ten  years,  but  has  gradually  jQlled  up  so  that  at  present 
there  are  about  two  hundred  and  sixty  voters.  The  first 
deaths  in  the  township  were  Mrs.  Mary  Sweet  and  Mrs.  Lucy 
Goodrich.  The  first  children  bom  were  Henry  Hire,  Thos. 
Doty  and  Albert  Pinneo. 

In  the  first  settlement  of  Princeton  township,  like  other 
places  at  that  day,  the  pioneer  families  underwent  many  pri- 
vations. Supplies  of  every  kind,  except  wild  meat,  had  to  be 
obtained  from  Fort  Armstrong,  on  Eock  Island.  These  were 
taken  up  by  water  over  the  Rapids  in  Indian  canoes.  It  was 
but  little  they  were  able  to  purchase,  and  all  that  was  expected 
in  those  days  were  the  bare  necessaries  of  life.  A  story  is 
told  of  Mr.  Pinneo  making  a  journey  to  Davenport  after  it  be- 
came settled  and  a  store  had  been  established,  with  a  lot  of 
beans,  in  order  to  exchange  them  for  goods  to  make  clothing 
for  his  family.  It  was  bitter  cold  weather,  and  on  the  way 
he  had  an  attack  of  the  ague.  He  exchanged  his  beans  with 
much  diflSculty  at  25  cents  per  bushel,  heaping  measure,  and 
took  ihin  "five  cent"  calico  at  the  rate  of  26  to  37i  cents  per 
yard.  These  were  the  beginnings  of  some  of  those  who  set- 
tled in  this  township.  But  brighter  days  have  dawned  on 
many  of  the  "  Old  Settlers"  who  are  now  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  early  toil. 

Princeton  City  was  laid  off  (a  part  of  it)  in  1862,  and  re- 
corded. Other  portions  were  laid  off  but  never  recorded. 
Additions  have  been  made  since. 

The  first  Post  Office  was  established  in  1841,  and  Haswell 
H.  Pinneo  appointed  Postmaster.  The  first  store  was  opened 
in  1840,  by  B.  F.  Pike,  as  before  stated.  The  next  one  was 
opened  by  a  company  known  as  "  Lawyer  Hammond  &  Co." 
In  1848,  Col.  W.  F.  Breckenridge,  from  Pennsylvania,  opened  a 
store  in  the  dty,  calling  the  place  at  that  time  "Pinnacle  Point." 
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There  is  a  I^rsbjterian  and  a  Hethodiat  Chnrch  oTgaoized  in 
the  ratj. 

The  city  of  Princeton  waa  incorporated  January,  1857,  and 
in  the  month  of  March  following,  the  first  charter  election  waa 
held.  Samncl  Porter  ^aa  elected  the  first  Hsyor,  and  re- 
signed in  May.  At  a  6)>ecial  election  held  soon  after,  William 
Shew  was  elected  Mayor  to  fill  the  vacancy.  At  thia  time  the 
city  contained  about  two  hundred  and  filty  inhabitants,  one 
store,  kept  by  Walker  &  Armstrong,  two  public  bouses  and 
fifteen  dwellings,  one  smith  shop,  one  steam  sawmill,  by  John 
Forsyth,  one  church  and  forty-six  dwellings. 

In  the  month  of  March,  1858,  William  H.  Thompson  waa 
elected  Mayor.  This  year  the  population  was  abont  five  hon- 
dred.  The  improvements  were  greater  in  the  youthful  city  of 
Princeton  than  at  any  other  point  on  the  Mississippi  river,  fbr 
the  number  of  inhabitants.  This  year  there  waa  bnilt  one 
steam  saw  mill,  by  Isaac  Sherman,  from  Clevehtnd,  Ohio,  at  a 
cost  of  eight  thousand  dollars,  capable  of  cutting  thirty  thoa- 
eand  feet  of  lumber  per  day,  two  steam  grist  mills  (first  dasa) 
one  by  McKinetry  &  Hubbard,  at  a  coat  of  twelve  tfaonaand 
dollars;  one  by  Hurbert  &  Fiachbaclr,  at  a  cost  of  nine  thou- 
sand dollars,  bnt  before  it  waa  completed  the  firm  fiuled.  D. 
1).  McCoy  built  a  large  house  and  opened  a  fancy  dry  goods 
store.      This  season  there  were    aixty-two  dwellings  buil^ 
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with  the  assistance  of  Abl.  Enrney  started  a  tin  shop.  This 
year  there  was  another  church  built  and  tliirty-two  dwellings. 
Dr.  Gait  built  a  residence  for  himself,  which  is  the  finest  build- 
ing in  the  place.  It  is  of  brick,  36x40,  two  stories  and  a  half 
high,  and  finished  in  the  latest  style — an  honor  to  the  enter- 
prising Doctor,  of  which  he  is  eminently  deserving.  At  this 
time  there  were  fifteen  carpenters,  six  blacksmiths,  four  shoe- 
makers, two  tailors,  one  tinker,  seven  stores,  one  drug  store, 
two  churches,  two  public  houses,  one  livery  stable,  two  steam 
saw  mills,  two  steam  grist  mills,  one  steam  planing  mill,  two 
carriage  shops,  four  blacksmith  shops,  two  public  schools,  two 
private  schools,  one  lawyer. 

Princeton  now  bids  fair  to  outrival  some  of  her  more  suc- 
cessful neighbors.  By  the  4th  of  July,  1860,  there  will  be  a 
direct  communication  with  Chicasro  by  railroad.  The  iron  for 
the  Sterling  and  Bock  Island  road  is  contracted  for,  and  a  por- 
tion of  it  will  be  delivered  by  rail  this  winter.  The  balance 
will  be  delivered  as  soon  as  the  ice  leaves  tlie  river,  as  it  comes 
by  the  way  of  New  Orleans.  The  road,  when  finished,  will 
be  thirty-six  miles  nearer  Chicago  than  by  the  Chicago  and 
Bock  Island  road ;  fifty-six  miles  nearer  Chicago  from  this 
place  than  by  way  of  Davenport.  There  has  also  been  twen- 
ty-seven thousand  five  hundred  dollars  of  stock  taken  and  se- 
cured by  the  citizens  of  Princeton,  by  bond  and  mortgage,  of 
the  Sterling  and  Eock  Island  road.  There  is  a  great  opening 
for  manufactures  by  water  power.  There  is  a  chance  of  se- 
cnring  a  water  power  of  seventeen  and  a  half  feet  fall  with 
the  ontlay  of  thirty  thousand  dollars.  By  tapping  the  Wabe- 
sipinicon  river  about  four  miles  above  this  place,  the  water  can 
be  brought  into  the  city  at  any  desired  point  with  the  above 
amount  of  fall — the  survey  has  been  made  by  scientific  en- 
gineers, and  the  result  as  stated  is  therefore  nnquestionable. 

The  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  this  township  since  its 
first  settlement,  have  been  as  great  as  any  other  portion  of 
Scott  county.  It  has  much  very  fine  agricultural  lands,  with 
abundance  of  timber  and  rock,  and  contains  some  of  the  best 
fiums  in  the  county.    We  prophesy  that  at  no  very  distant 
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day  the  dty  of  Princeton  will  be  one  of  the  most  flonrisMng 
towns  upoo  the  Mississippi  river.  It  has  the  material  in  and 
aroand  it,  and  its  enterprising  inhabitants  will  allow  no  op- 
portanity  to  pass  unimproved  that  will  tend  to  advance  the  in- 
terests of  their  thriviugjand  beautiful  city. 


CBAPTEB   Till. 
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This  grove  of  timber  of  considerable  extent,  lies  between 
Walnut,  or  Pease's  Grove,  and  Allen's  Grove.  It  is  abont 
twelve  miles  from  Davenport  and  five  miles  from  the  "Wabe- 
sipinicon  river.  There  arc  some  ot  the  best  farms  around  this 
grove  of  any  in  the  county  or  the  State.  The  face  of  the 
country  is  gently  rolling,  the  soil  of  the  ricliest  qaality,  and 
the  beautifully  cultivated  fields,  siopiiig  away  from  the  grove 
on  every  side,  present  one  of  the  most  interesting  agricultural 
scenes  in  the  Western  country. 

The  settlement  was  begun  in  the  Antumn  of  1837,  by  John 
C.  and  William  Quinn,  Joseph  and  James  Quinn,  George 
Daily,  Alphonso  Warren  and  Aaron  Norris,  with  their  fami- 
lies.  from  Ohio.     The  Quinns  first  settled  on  the  hanks  of  the 
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to  cement  them  all,  and  a  spirit  of  brotherly  love  prevailed 
thronghont  the  settlement. 

In  the  Spring  of  1839,  several  other  families  arrived,  and 
the  want  of  christian  fellowship  and  teachings  was  so  appa- 
rent that  Alexander  and  James  Brownlie  commenced  a  Sab- 
bath School  in  their  own  log  cabin,  which  has  been  kept  np  to 
the  present  time.  All  attended,  parents  and  children.  The 
Kew  Testament  was  the  only  book  taught  except  the  spelling 
book,  and  the  plain  interpretation  and  meaning  of  the  lessons 
read  was  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  all.  Many  now  live 
who  can  testify  to  the  blessed  influences  and  early  impressions 
gathered  at  this  primitive  Sabbatli  School.  A  part  of  the 
Sabbath  was  devoted  to  regular  preaching.  Christian  wor- 
ship was  maintained  by  James  Brownlie,  assisted  by  his 
brother  Alexander,  John  Quinn  and  others.  From  these 
feeble  efforts,  the  germ  planted  in  faith,  has  sprung  up  a 
Christian  Church. at  Long  Grove  that  has  been  maintained 
with  growing  interest  to  the  present  day ;  and  every  Sabbath, 
as  its  consecrated  hours  roll  round,  finds  the  people  of  this 
rich,  thriving,  moral  and  christian  neighborhood  sitting  under 
the  teachings  of  those  who,  at  an  early  day,  spake  to  them  cf 
Christ,  the  Savior. 

There  is  in  this  township,  between  the  high  ridge  of  land 
upon  which  Long  Grove  is  situated  and  the  Wabesipinicon 
river,  a  strip  of  land  some  two  miles  wide  of  sandy  soil,  and 
although  not  as  rich  and  fertile  as  other  prairie,  yet  it  has  been 
settled  up  within  a  few  years  by  an  Irish  colony,  mostly  from 
Canada,  of  the  Koman  Catholic  iaith.  They  have  a  small 
church  erected  and  service  performed  at  stated  seasons  by  a 
priest  from  Davenport  There  are  but  few  fiEurms  along  the 
immediate  banks  of  the  Wabesipinicon,  it  being  subject  to  an- 
nual overflow,  and  generally  skirted  with  timber. 

In  a  letter  from  Aleiuinder  Brownlie,  Esq.,  who  has  kindly 
famished  me  with  many  interesting  facts  connected  with  the 
eoriy  history  of  the  settlement  at  Long  Grove,  he  says :  '^  In 
1838,  flour  was  worth  at  the  Grove  eleven  dollars  per  barrel ; 
commeal  one  dollar  per  bushel,  and  pork  fifteen  cents  per 
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pound.  Seed  wheat  one  dollar,  and  potatoes  fifty  cents.  That 
it  required  four  buBhels  of  wlieat  to  get  a  pound  of  tea,  A 
good  cat  was  worth  a  pound  of  tea."  To  show  the  valne  of  a 
cat  in  those  days,  sayB  Mr.  Btownlie,  "  I  traveled  from  Long 
Grove  to  the  residence  of  a  Mr.  Ridgeway,  some  distance  above 
Davenport  (about  fourteen  milee),  to  obtain  a  cat  which  was 
given  me  by  special  favor ;  Mrs.  Ridgeway  having  first  folded 
the  precious  animal  to  her  boBom,  shed  tears  at  parting,  and 
kissed  the  little  domestic  comfort  before  she  could  part  with 
Boch  an  important  treasare." 

Mills  were  scarce  in  Iowa  at  that  day,  and  many  familiei 
lived  on  hominy  and  cornmeal  ground  in  a  coffee  mill.  The 
nearest  mill  was  at  Pleasant  Yalley,  and  another  at  the  moath 
of  Pine  Creek,  Mnscatine  Co. 

Id  1840  George  Daily  built  a  small  grist  mill  on  the  litUe 
creek  north  of  Walnut  Grove.  It  was  the  product  ot  bis  own 
labor,  except  stones,  which  wore  cut  out  o£  a  prairie  bonlder 
and  finished  np  for  running  by  Alex.  Brownlie,  who  was  a 
stone  maaon.  Mr.  Daily,  who  was  an  honest,  hard  working 
man,  ground  for  many  years  alt  the  grain  for  the  neighbor- 
hood,  and  made  very  good  flour,  although  it  took  him  some 
time  to  do  it,  upon  his  rude  and  primitive  mill.  He  was  called 
the  honest  miller.  The  old  mill  has  gone  to  decay,  and  the 
huilder  removed  to  other  parte. 
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neighbors.  Lumber  then  was  worth  some  forty  dollars  in 
Davenport,  and  not  as  good  as  that  prodaced  by  the  Brown- 
lies,  and  what  now  could  be  bad  for  ten  dollars  per  thousand. 
We  can  well  remember  the  solid  comfort  one  found  in  their 
first  cabin.  It  was  the  only  place,  for  a  long  time,  between 
Davenport  and  Point  Pleasant,  on  the  Wabesipinicon,  that  the 
traveler  could  find  feed  for  his  horse  or  food  for  himself,  and 
he  never  was  turned  away  cold  or  hungry,  nor  had  he  ever 
any  reason  to  complain  of  high  charges  or  want  of  attention. 
The  traveler  was  ever  welcome,  and  although  no  designs  or 
pretensions  were  made  to  keep  a  public  house,  yet  none  knew 
better,  or  were  more  willing  to  add  to  the  comforts  of  all,  than 
Mrs.  Brownlie.  The  first  stage  road,  and,  for  some  time,  the 
only  road  to  De  Witt  from  Davenport,  passed  through  this 
grove.  The  Messrs.  Quinn,  at  a  later  day,  opened  farms  on 
the  prairie  west  of  tlie  grove,  where  most  of  them  still  re- 
aide.  James  Quinn  was  elected  the  present  year  (1859)  to  the 
Honse  of  liepresentatives,  on  the  Republican  ticket,  and  is  a 
man  competent  and  well  worthy  to  fill  the  honorable  station 
to  which  he  has  been  elected. 

The  Brownlies  still  hold  their  original  possessions,  with  their 
lands  under  tlie  best  of  cultivation.  The  old  log  cabins  have 
given  place  to  beautiful  dwellings,  surrounded  by  choice  fruit 
trees  and  gardens,  and  the  Messrs.  B.  are  considered  among 
the  neatest,  most  judicious  and  prosperous^  farmers  in  Scott 
ooonty.  Hugh  M.  Thomson  also  settled  in  this  grove  at  a  la. 
ter  day,  and  is  said  to  be  not  only  a  good  farmer,  but  scientific 
in  his  operations,  and  pays  great  attention  to  improvements  in 
agriculture  and  the  breeding  of  good  stock.  There  are  many 
odiers  in  and  around  this  grove,  both  of  the  old  and  new  set- 
tlers, well  deserving  of  notice,  and  who  have  done  much  to- 
wards the  progress  of  agriculture  in  that  settlement  In  the 
aariy  days  of  this  colony,  there  seemed  to  have  been  planted 
u  a  basis,  good,  sound,  moral  and  religions  principles,  and 
they  have  been  maintained  to  the  present  time. 

In  those  days,  men  were  expected  to  ba  honest,  and  were 
honed.  "  No  one  thought  then  of  locking  doors,"  says  Mr. 
firownlie.    The  Post  Office  was  at  Point  Pleasant,  and  John 
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Qainn  P.  M.  He  was  often  from  home  and  the  office  left 
open  for  all  to  wait  on  themBelveB.  The  whole  neighborhood 
would  take  their  letters  to  mail,  and  leaving  them,  would  get 
their  mail  matter,  leaviug  the  postage  on  the  letter  box,  or  ac- 
counting afterwards  for  the  same,  none  desiring  to  cheat  the 
Post  Master.  Everybody  was  poor  alike  and  needed  Mends, 
and  was  always  friendly.  There  was  none  of  that  grasping, 
selfish  disposition  exhibited  in  many  of  the  early  settlements 
of  our  country,  and  consequently  bat  little  quarreling  about 
claims  or  anything  else.  There  was  room  for  all,  and  the 
Long  Grove  settlement  was  a  pattern  of  excellence,  in  its 
early  straggle,  and  nobly  did  it  succeed.  It  stands  to-day 
among  the  most  enterprising,  moral  and  religions  communi- 
ties in  our  county  or  our  State. 

A  span  of  horses  and  wagon  in  those  days  were  hired  at 
five  dollars  per  day.  The  Brownlies  owned  the  first  wagon 
and  the  first  fanning  mill  in  or  about  the  settlement,  which 
was  used  in  common  by  the  whole  community  for  many  years. 
"In  the  Antnmn  of  1838,"  says  Mr.  Brownlie,  "when  the 
first  snow  fell,  our  oxen  strayed  away,  and  early  the  next 
morning  I  started  on  their  track,  following  them  across  the 
nninhabited  prairie  towards  the  Mississippi  river,  and  came  up 
with  them  in  Pleasant  Valley  about  dark,  without  any  mon^ 
with  me  or  acquaintance  in  that  neighborhood.    I  applied  for 
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and  poverty,  still  stands  upon  the  beautiful  rise  of  ground  on 
the  east  side  of  the  grove,  and  is  used  for  a  school  house,  while 
just  beside  it  stands  their  new  and  elegant  church  building, 
erected  the  present  season.  Long  may  they  enjoy  the  rewards 
of  their  early  toil  they  so  richly  deserve. 


CHAPTER   IX. 
BLUE     GBASS     TOWNSHIP. 


Blue  Grass,  or  "  Blue  Grass  Point,"  as  it  was  first  called  by 
the  white  settlers,  received  its  name  from  a  point  of  timber- 
land  that  extended  into  the  prairie  near  the  Muscatine  county 
line.  It  was  a  great  camping-place  of  the  Indians  in  their 
travels  from  the  trading-post  on  Bock  Island  to  their  hunting 
grounds  upon  the  Cedar,  Iowa  and  Des  Moines  rivers.  It  is 
a  noted  fact,  that  wherever  the  Indian  has  been  in  the  habit 
of  camping,  Hue  grow  was  sure  to  follow.  Hence  the  name 
of  "  Blue  Grass"  was  early  given  to  tliis  point  from  the  abun- 
dance of  that  kind  of  grass  found  there. 

This  township  or  precinct  consists  of  but  one  regular  town- 
ship of  land  (township  seventy-eight,  north  range  two  east), 
six  miles  square,  but  the  town  or  village  of  Blue  Grass  is  sit- 
uated directly  on  the  southern  boundary  of  the  township,  and 
the  settlement  of  this  place  belongs  as  much  to  Buffalo  town- 
ship as  to  Blue  Grass,  when  strictly  bounded  by  township 
lines ;  but  we  speak  of  the  early  t^nA.  present  settlement,  with- 
out regard  to  lines.  The  village  is  located  in  the  south-west 
comer  of  the  township,  on  the  State  Boad  leading  from  Dav- 
enport to  Muscatine,  it  being  ten  miles  from  the  former  and 
eighteen  miles  from  the  latter  place,  and  about  four  miles  from 
the  Mississippi  river.  The  township  is  nearly  all  prairie ;  but 
its  southern  boundary,  running  along  its  entire  length,  near 
the  timber  of  Buffalo  township,  has  been  supplied  with  ample 
material  for  farming  and  building  purposes. 

The  settlement  first  began  at  this  point,  we  believe,  in  1836, 
by  a  Hr.  Sprague,  Mr.  Sry  and  perhaps  one  or  two  more ;  but 
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in  1837,  James  E.  BaniBide,  James  Wilkinson,  Samuel  and 
Francis  Little,  and  one  or  two  more,  made  claims  upon  the 
prairie.  Id  1838,  Asa  Foster,  George  and  Cliarlea  Hetteer, 
Alexander  and  Horace  Danlap  made  claims  and  some  im' 
provementB.  In  1839,  Mr.  Berringer  owned  the  claims  now 
in  poseeeeion  of  Kobert  Hnmphrcy.  The  same  year,  Frank- 
lin Easley  opened  the  farm  now  owned  by  'William  McQarvy. 
Mr.  Henry  Shatt  made  a  farm  east  of  Picayane  ^ro'^e,  for- 
merly called  "  Grant's  Grove,"  a  small  clnster  of  beantifol 
oaks,  now  on  the  Telegraph  Road,  where  Judge  Grant,  in 
1839,  opened  a  model  farm,  and  raised  some  of  the  finest 
blooded  stock  in  tlio  State. 

Among  others  who  settled  in  and  aronnd  Blue  Grass  before 
1841,  were  Peter  and  Robert  Wilson,  A.  W.  Campbell,  Rob- 
ert Bnrnsides,  Rufus  Catlin,  John  P.  Oooper,  John  D.  Richey, 
John  and  Joseph  P.  Itobison,  David  Gabbert,  Daniel  Berry. 
man,  Morris  Baker  and  bodb,  George  0.  Havill,  of  whom 
many  are  still  residents  there,  and  among  the  most  enterpris- 
ing of  the  inhabitants.  Those  were  the  pioneers  who  made 
tlie  first  beifinniiig  in  and  around  this  beautiful  section  of  coun- 
try. With  what  satisfaction  and  pleasure  must  these  early 
settlers  now  look  upon  this  township  of  land,  where  the  wolf 
and  the  deer  were  the  only  objects  that  could  be  seen  a  tew 
years  ago,  all  covered  over  with  cultivated  farms  and  dotted 
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forty  acres),  all  tinder  good  cultivation,  with  public  and  private 
roads  running  through  it.  Orchards  and  gardens  planted, 
with  tenant  houses  scattered  through  it,  while  near  the  centre 
is  the  proprietor's  large  edifice,  built  of  brick,  and  tastefully 
adorned.  From  the  observatory  of  this  building,  one  of  the 
richest  scenes  is  presented  that  tlie  eye  can  rest  upon.  In 
every  direction,  the  cultivated  fields  lay  spread  out  before  the 
observer,  and  in  Summer,  while  the  waving  grain  is  ripening 
for  the  harvest,  nothing  can  exceed  the  beauty  of  the  scene« 

In  addition  to  the  abundance  of  timber  with  which  this  set- 
tlement is  supplied,  there  is  an  immense  coal  deposit  that 
crope  out  in  many  places  near  Blue  Grass.  Although  the  ex- 
istence of  coal  was  early  known,  it  was  never  dug  to  any  ex- 
tent until  the  settlement  of  the  vast  prairie  north  and  north- 
west of  Blue  Grass.  The  average  thickness  of  the  vein  is 
thirty  inches,  where  it  is  worked  in  the  ravines  and  hillsides. 
The  principal  mines  now  opened  are  those  of  James  E.  Bum- 
ridee,  one  mile  from  the  village,  Joseph  Mounts  and  George 
O.  HAvill.  In  digging  that  of  Mr.  Bumsides,  no  labor  is  re- 
quired by  sinking  shafts,  but  simply  removing  the  earth  from 
die  top  of  the  bed  to  the  depth  of  some  four  feet  in  a  ravine, 
when  the  deposit  is  exposed,  and  about  three  hundred  bushels 
per  day  taken  out.  This  bank  was  opened  in  1866  or  '86. 
ICr.  Mounts'  coal  bank  is  but  a  short  distance  from  that  of  Mr. 
Bumsides,  and  the  coal  is  obtained  by  drifting  into  a  side  hill. 
ThiB  bank  was  opened  in  1853  and  1854,  and  is  worked  on  a 
smaller  scale.  About  niilety  bushels  per  day  are  dug.  That 
of  Mr.  Havill  was  opened  the  same  year  of  the  latter,  and  is 
worked  in  like  manner,  yielding  one  hundred  and  fifty  bush- 
els per  day. 

But  coal  may  be  found  in  almost  any'portion  of  BufiQsdo 
township,  and  at  extreme  low  water  has  been  found  cropping 
oat  from  the  bed  oi  the  Mississippi,  below  the  town  of  Buffido. 
It  is  from  this  latter  fact  that  some  have  been  led  to  suppose 
there  is  a  second  coal  deposit  on  or  near  the  level  of  the  river, 
and  which  underlies  the  whole,  and  must  be  far  more  exten- 
siye  and  of  much  better  quality  than  the  article  now  used  fix>m 
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the  upland  mines.  A  companj  is  aboat  being  formed,  we  nn- 
derstand,  at  £lae  Grase,  for  fJie  purpoee  of  testing  tliiB  prin- 
ciple, by  boring  or  Binking  a  shaft  in  the  Ticinity  of  Bloe 
Oraas  nntil  it  shall  reach  the  level  of  the  bottom  of  the  His- 
sissippi  river,  which  will  require  some  150  feet. 

The  BDbstratnm  of  the  upland  prairies  is  composed  of  a 
great  variety  of  earthy  materials,  indnding  marts,  beds  (rf 
coarse  sand  and  gravel,  hard-pan  or  puddirig  stones^  overUud 
'  with  a  kind  of  yellow  clay,  and  which  anderiays  the  present 
Bur&ce  soil.  This  formation  indicates  the  existence  of  exten- 
sive fresh  water  lakes,  with  currents,  anterior  to  the  dritl  or 
bonlder  era.  In  excavations  for  wells  in  the  vicinity  of  Bine 
Grass,  a  rich  black  mould  of  vegetable  composition  has  been 
found  twenty  feet  below  the  surface.  The  buried  remains  of 
the  now  extinct  tribes  of  the  gigantic  mastodon  and  northern 
elephant  are  proofs  of  the  existence  of  this  earlier  surface  soil, 
which  was  covered  with  a  rank  vegetation,  affording  ample 
snstenance  to  immense  herds  of  animals  now  extinct.  The  re- 
mains of  one  of  these  animals  was  found,  and  partially  ex- 
.  htimed,  in  1845,  near  Blue  Gross,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  fol- 
lowing notice,  which  we  clip  from  the  Davenport  Gazette  of 
September  of  that  year : 

WoKDEEFCi.  DiscovEBY — A  Mastodon  IN  lowA  I — The  re- 
mains of  a  huge  animal  have  been  found  in  this  county  sbont 
5  from  the  Missiasippi  and  ivbout  150  feet  above  the 
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tbickness,  encased  in  an  enamel  of  one-half  an  inch  in  depth. 
The  exact  len^h  of  these  tusks  cannot  be  accurately  deter- 
mined, as  previons  to  their  removal  the  base  of  one  and  the 
extremity  of  the  other  had  been  broken  off,  but  Messrs.  More- 
head  and  Sargent,  the  gentlemen  who  exhumed  them,  fully 
concur  in  the  opinion,  founded  upon  the  observations  of  the 
impressions  made  in  the  clay,  and  other  data,  that  they  could 
not  have  been  less  than  devenfeel  in  length.  They  are  eight 
inches  in  diameter  at  base,  ana  very  mucn  curved  towards  the 
point  Persons  who  saw  them  before  they  were  mutilated, 
Bay  that  they  were  about  fourteen  feet  in  length.  A  transverse 
section  of  these  tusks  exhibits  the  curvelinear  radiations  seen 
in  the  ivory  of  the  elephant. 

One  of  the  molars  in  good  preservation  was  discovered  on 
the  same  level  with  the  tusks.  It  is  composed  of  vertical 
strata  of  bone  and  enamel  alternating,  is  twelve  inches  wide 
at  Uie  base,  four  inches  thick  and  nine  inches  deep.  Another 
molar,  in  an  imperfect  condition,  was  obtained  ;  from  the  size 
of  die  portions  found,  this  tooth  was  presumed  to  be  eighteen 
inches  m  length. 

Further  investigation  disclosed  a  mass  of  bone  five  feet  in 
thickness,  which  appears  to  have  been  connected  with  the  al- 
veolar  process,  from  whence  proceeded  one  of  the  tusks.  The 
wsaxbice  presented  to  the  eye — ^for,  as  we  before  observed,  the 
remains  have  been  left  in  the  position  discovered,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  tusks  and  molars,  which  sire  in  the  possession 
<n  two  cf  our  citizens — ^as  it  rests  in  the  clay  pit,  is  a  vertical 
■eetion.  A  great  portion  of  this  mass  had  oeen  destroyed  by 
people  more  curious  than  wise,  before  precautionary  means 
nad  been  taken  to  insure  its  safety. 

When  first  disclosed,  the  base  of  one  of  the  tusks  was  on  a 
level  with  this  mass  of  bone,  but  separated  to  the  distance  of 
three  and  a  half  feet.  In  this  bone  is  a  clearly  defined  orifice, 
snpposed  to  have  been  the  whole  of  the  ear.  Proceeding  out 
of  nis  mass  of  bone,  and  radiating  irregularly  from  near  the 
Mme  spot,  are  four  bones  resembling  the  ribs  of  an  ox,  but  are-. 
of  a  substance  much  more  dense.  The  length  of  these  bones 
has  not  been  determined,  as  they  are  still  imbedded  in  the 
day.  Attached  to  this  mass  by  a  cartilage — which,  owing  to 
the  presence  of  sulphuret  of  iron,  has  b^n  converted  into  a 
aabstance  resembling  bone — ^is  a  bone  two  feet  in  length,  ten 
indies  in  width  at  widest  part,  and  four  inches  thick  in  the 
Buddie.  Connected  with  this  are  several  smaller  bones  that 
have  the  appearance  of  having  at  one  time  assisted  in  the  for-, 
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ination  of  the  ear.  TFlieQ  discovered,  the  base  of  one  tnak 
rieeted  Dpoa  the  middle  of  the  other. 

It  is  the  intention  of  those  having  charKfl  of  these  renudna 
to  retain  them  in  their  present  positioD  until  sach  time  as  com- 
petent scientific  aasistaoce  for  their  entire  exhumatitHi  can  be 
obtained. 

The  original  proprietors  of  the  town  of  Blue  Graae  vera 
John  Ferin,  James  W.  Eeynolds  and  James  £.  EnniBidfla, 
who  made  the  first  mrvey  of  lots  in  Jnne,  18B8,  Samuel  Peria 
surveyor,  and  made  a  public  sale  of  them  on  the  10th  of  Juljr 
of  that  year,  Samnel  Parker  auctioneer.  The  ground  npon 
which  the  town  was  laid  out  had  been  occupied  by  six  fiimilj 
residences,  one  of  which  had  a  small  store  in  it,  in  the  Sum- 
mer of  1852.  A  small  stock  of  goods  has  been  kept  theie  by' 
difierent  parties  to  the  present  time. 

In  1855,  James  £.  Bumeides  erected  a  building  for  a  hotd, 
but  Sold  to  Mr.  Skiles,  who  made  additions  and  opened  a 
store,  which  he  still  continues  with  success.  A  Post  Oflice  is 
kept  by  Mr.  Skiles. 

In  1855,  through  the  exertions  of  the  people  of  Blue  Qivm, 
who  sabecribed  liberally,  a  steam  fionring  mill  was  erected  by 
Messrs.  Brace  &  Donahue,  thirty  by  forty  feet,  four  stories 
high,  and  capable  of  manu&cturing  one  hundred  and  twenty 
burels  of  fionr  per  day. 

The  village  of  Blue  Graas  now  contains  thirty-one  familiei^ 
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sre  good.    Ko  grogshops  ai^  allowed  in  this  town,  and  the 
Sabbath  is  reverenced  and  observed  in  a  suitable  manner. 

There  are  some  neighborhoods  in  this  township  that  should 
eUdm  more  special  notice,  bnt  we  shall  speak  of  onl  j  one  more* 
The  settlement  of  Little's  Grove  was  first  made  in  1837^  bj 
Wm.  Lingo,  now  ot  St  Lonis,  who  sold  his  daim  to  Francis 
#od  Samnel  Little.  The  former  died  in  1854.  Samnel  Little, 
Esq.,  still  resides  in  the  Grove,  and  we  believe  is  the  only  old 
•etder  still  living  in  or  around  the  Grove.  He  has  made  him- 
eelf  not  only  comfortable  with  this  world's  goods,  bnt  is  inde- 
pendent.  Surrounded  bj  a  large  fiftmilj,  he  rests  from  his 
toile,  and  now  enjoys  the  rewards  of  hard  labor  amid  many 
fMivBtioii^— one  of  the  best  and  wealthiest  farmers  in  Scott 
county. 


CHAPTER   X. 

Allan's  obovs  township. 

This  township  has  the  Wabeeipinicon  river  on  t!he  north  for 
its  boondary,  being  skirted  by  timber,  and  also  has  a  large 
grove  of  timber  cut  up  into  small  tracts,  and  owned  by  the 
MCders  in  the  vicinity.  The  Grove  was  first  settled  in  1836, 
by  a  Mr.  Alien,  who  erected  a  cabin  and  laid  daims  to  the 
ksids  now  owned  by  George  Lathrop.  The  Grove  derived  its 
mane  from  this  man,  who  removed  at  an  early  day  into  the 
*lfew  Purchase."  In  1843,  while  exploring  the  rivers  of 
Iowa,  I  found  Mr.  Alien,  with  his  &mi\jj  cm  the  frontiers^ 
With  •  newly  erected  cabin  dose  on  to  the  line  of  the  ^^eutral 
Gfoonds"  of  the  Winnebago  Indians.  He  was  t^^en  talking  ot 
removing  West,  as  soon  as  the  Indians  sold-  their  lands.  The 
original  or  Indian  name  of  this  grove  is  Ea  te-sau-ne  Mo-no- 
ok-qne  (Otter  Creek  Grove),  deriving  its  name  from  Allen's 
Greek,  whidi  nms  along  the  north  side  of  the  grove  and  called 
Ka-te-san-ne  Sepo  (Otter  Creek). 
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In  1837,  *38  and  '39,  the  grove  became  settled  by  qsite  ft 
nnmber  of  emigrantB,  anioiig  whom  were  Dennis  B.  Fuller, 
John  Donn,  John  E.  Thompson,  Mr.  Hindes,  Halbnit  and 
Oee.  These  opened  farms  generally  upon  the  prairie  at  die 
edge  of  the  grove.  The  timber  in  this  grove  was  formerly  of 
the  best  qnalitj,  and  the  prairie  aronnd  it  beantifol  and  rolling. 
The  farnu  in  Uie  vicinity  are  of  the  first  order,  well  cultivated 
and  productive.  Some  of  its  early  settlers  still  live  upon  the 
lands  they  first  dAimed,  and  are  among  the  first  citizens  of 
Scott  county. 

Allen's  Qrove  is  surrounded  by  well  coltivated  farms,  ex- 
cept on  the  north,  and  nowhere  has  greater  attention  been  paid 
to  agricnltnral  pnrsoits,  to  educating  their  children  by  commoB 
schools,  and  social  intercourse  with  one  another,  than  by  the 
inhabitants  of  this  township.  But  few  sections  of  country  in 
Iowa  or  any  other  State,  present  such  a  display  of  agricultural 
enterprise  as  the  iarms  in  the  vicinity  of  this  grove.  Many  of 
its  first  settlers  have  died,  leaving  to  their  children  substantial 
homes. 

There  are  many  reminiscences  connected  with  the  settle- 
ment of  this  township,  that  wonld  be  of  much  interest,  bnt  the 
author  has  been  much  disappointed  in  gathering  them,  and  its 
history  must,  for  the  present,  remain  unwritten. 

niCKOHT    GBOVE. 
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BLOPBBYILLB. 

This  place  lies  on  the  State  road  leading  irom  Davenport  to 
Iowa  Citj,  and  properly  belongs  to  Davenport  township,  bat 
we  speak  of  it  here  as  a'place,  early  settled  by  Samuel  Sloper, 
who  planted  a  grove  of  locust  as  early  as  1839.  This  whole 
prairie  is  now  settled  ;  has  a  Congregational  Church  organized, 
a  fine  District  School  and  a  community  of  enterprising  farmers. 

LIBERTY  TOWNSHIP. 

This  18  the  north-west  tqwnship  in  the  county,  and  although 
flMnewhat  rolling,  and  even  broken  in  some  parts,  yet  it  is 
very  well  settled  and  contains  many  good  farms.  Its  first  set- 
tlements were  commenced  in  1837,  by  the  Messrs.  Goddards, 
Laugfaerties,  Hellers  and  Woods,  most  of  whom  still  live  in 
die  township.  It  contains  some  fine  groves  of  timber  and 
beautiful  creeks. 

There  are  two  villages  or  towns  begun  in  the  township. 
Spring  Bock  is  laid  out  on  lands  formerly  owned  by  Oeorge 
Goddard,  and  contains  some  private  residences,  a  hotel,  store, 
flooring  and  grist-mill.  Rock  Creek  (As-sin-ne  Sepo  in  Indi- 
an) passes  through  this  township,  upon  which  there  are  many 
beantiful  fiutns.  The  town  of  Dixon  is  situated  in  Little  Wal- 
nut Orove,  upon  Walnut  Creek,  containing  some  halt  dozen 
dwdling  houses,  a  store,  hotel,  saw-mill  and  mechanic  shops. 

Bound  Grove  is  another  point  of  importance  in  this  town- 
riup,  and  consists  of  a  settlement  of  fiutners.  Mr.  Kizer,  who 
eettied  there  at  an  early  day,  has  built  a  large  hotel  for  the  ao- 
eommodation  of  the  traveling  public.  This  enterprising  farm- 
er has  done  much  to  draw  a  settlement  around  him,  and  has 
aet  a  good  example  for  the  emigrant  to  a  new  country. 
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BIOGKAPfflOAL  SKETCH  OF  HON.  G.  0.  K. 
MITCHELL. 

[rnm  "DiTnporl  Put  ud  FnHnt,'  b7  V.  B.  WUn.] 

Judge  Mitchell  was  born  December  26, 180S,  at  Dandridge, 
Jefferaon  county.  East  Tennessee.  He  was  educated  at  East 
Tennessee  Uollege,  (now  "  £.  Tennessee  Unireisity,'*)  ia 
Knoxville,  Tennessee,  and  was  a  member  of  its  first  gntdaating 
class  in  the  Fall  of  1822.  His  parents  having  removed  to 
Lawrence  connty,  Alabama,  he  proceeded  thither  after  gradff' 
ting,  and  commenced  studying  law  with  Jndge  A.  F.  Hopkini, 
(now  of  Mobile,)  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  1835.  Ha 
practiced  in  Alabama  nntil  1834,  and  spent  a  Winter  in  a  tour 
among  Eaatem  cities,  and  in  the  Spring  of  1835  came  West, 
after  visiting  St.  Louis,  Chicago,  Galena  and  Dnbnqne. 

Liking  this  portion  of  the  country,  and  anticipating  the  re- 
salts  of  its  admirable  location,  he  pnrchased  a  Bqaatta''fl  right 
— the  tract  of  land  npoa  whidi  he  at  present  resides.  Be 
erected  a  cabin,  (which  stood  on  Fifth  street,  just  west  of  Dq 
Soto  street,)  and  resided  in  it  mitil  1887,  or  two  years:  At 
that  time,  what  now  constitutes  Iowa  was  attached  to  Michi- 
gan, and  until  WiaeonsiB  was  formed,  there  was  neither  hnr 
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this  office  by  a  handsome  maiority,  although  the  Bepublican 
party  nominated  and  ran  a  party  and  opposition  candidate, 
and  had  a  large  majority  upon  almost  every  Other  one  of  their 
ticket  He  filled  this  office  until  the  Fall  of  1857,  and  then 
resigned,  owing  to  ill  health,  and  with  a  design  of  removing 
to  a  wanner  climate. 

Judge  Mitchell  was  sIwbjb  a  Whig,  until  that  party  dis- 
adved^  or  became  inducted  with  Free  Soilism,  and  other  of 
its  modem  characteristics ;  since  then  he  has  acted  with  the 
Democratic  party  in  full  faith  in  its  nationality. 

As  a  jurist,  Judge  Mitchell  takes  a  high  position — ^he  is 
profoundly  discriminative — a  keen,  careful  analyst,  and  one 
whose  deductions  are  always  reliably  correct  His  mental 
{Mrooesses  are  seemingly  slow,  but  in  reality  rapid,  for  while 
others  would  dash  to  a  condnsion  (often  the  wrong  one) 
with  an  imperfect  view  of  a  few  contiguous  &cts,  he  tra- 
Terees  the  whole  ground,  omitting  nothing,  however  seem- 
inj^y  trivial  or  great;  and  although  he  may  be  twice  as 
long  in  evolving  a  question  as  another,  he  performs  ten  times 
die  labor,  and  his  condusion  is  in  the  same  proportion  more 
wwthy  cyf  credence.  If  he  has  one  trait  more  prominent  than 
•Bother,  it  is  his  thorough  oamjpreheneiv&nesa — ^his  ability  to 
indiide  ev^ything  in  his  examination  of  a  subject,  and  add 
ta  tibiaa  nice  instinctive  and  cultivated  perception  of  the  char* 
•flter  tad  weight  of  a  fact,  and  one  may  see  why  he  rardy 
goee  wrong,  or  commits  errors  in  comdusions. 

In  regard  to  his  everyday  life— that  p(»iion  of  a  man's  be- 
ing whidi  all  are  interested  in  knowing — ^we  shall  say  much 
leM  than  the  ezodlence  of  the  subject  would  admit  Wealthy, 
with  cultivated  literary  taste,  and  a  choice  and  ample  library^ 
he  now  enjoys  life  as  only  one  surrounded  by  such  drcum* 
staneea  can.  Fresh,  instructive  and  engaging  in  his  conversa- 
tioDy  he' takes  a  high  rank  as  a  social  companion,  and  as  one 
who  can  be  instructive,  amusing  and  fariUiEmt,  without  effort 
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TERRITOKIAL  SEAL  OF  IOWA. 

BT  TBI   EDITOB. 

A.B.F.  Bildrgthy  Esq.,  Editor  <^  the  St.  Charla  Int^igeneer: 
Dear  Sib: — I  bEve,  this  winter,  received  from  three  AiSfet- 
ent  parts  of  the  State  reqneets  to  famish  an  account  of  the 
"  Great  Seal  of  the  State  of  Iowa.**  Yon,  vith  manj  otfaen, 
have  doubtless  observed,  that  while  all  commisuons  and  doe- 
nments  issued  from  the  Esecatire  Department  of  the  State 
Ck)vemment  bear  an  impression  called  **  The  Great  Seal  of 
the  State  of  Iowa,"  opon  the  maps  of  the  country,  all  coUee- 
tions  of  State  seals,  and  oven  the  recent  large  and  valnablfl 
Report  of  the  State  Geologist,  has  as  its  "coat  of  arms" 
the  "  Great  Seal  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa."*  Whether  this  be 
the  result,  in  the  first  two  iostaoces  cited,  of  ignorance  or  not, 
I  am  unable  to  say.  In  the  last  case  dted,  I  know  that  ProC 
Hall  selected  the  **  Territorial "  seal  fi^im  his  own  good  taste, 
with  the  "  adrlce  and  consent "  of  Got.  Lowe,  who,  wift 
every  other  gentleman  of  refinement,  cannot  but  rt^ret  the 
bad  taste  that  conceived  and  adopted  the  conglomerate  devieea 
of  oar  present  "  Great  Seal."  The  description  of  these  setls 
is  not  BO  much  sought  after  as  their  history.    "  The  Great  S«sl 
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dnlj  transmitted  to  this  Department  of  the  Territorial  Goy- 
emment,  where  it  has  been  very  respectfally  considered,  and 
with  which  it  affords  me  peculiar  pleasure  to  comply.  In  bc* 
cordance,  therefore,  with  the  request  of  the  Hon.  the  Legisla* 
tive  Council,  the  ^^  Great  Seal  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa  ^  is 
herewith  transmitted  for  their  inspection,  accompanied  by 
some  impressions  on  wax  and  paper.  The  device  is  belieyed 
to  be  simple ;  and  with  the  highest  deference  to  the  good  taste 
and  sound  criticism  of  the  Bon,  Council,  it  is  regarded  as  per- 
fsctly  expressive  of  a  distinct  idea,  intimately  associated  with 
tbe  history  of  the  delightful  country  which  we  have  the  happi- 
ness to  inhabit,  and  for  which  it  is  the  sacred  duty  and  lofty 
priTil^ge  of  the  Iiegislative  authorities  to  provide  wise,  equl- 
taUe  and  salutary  laws.  The  slightest  examination  of  the 
aeal  will  disclose  to  the  Honorable  Council  the  eagle,  the  proud 
and  appropriate  emblem  of  our  national  power,  bearing  in  its 
beak  an  Indian  arrow,  and  clutching  in  its  talons  an  unstrung 
bow;  and  while  the  idea  thus  delicately  evolved  is  so  well 
calculated  to  make  the  eye  glisten  with  patriotic  pride,  and 
cause  the  heart  to  beat  high  with  tbe  pulsations  of  con- 
acioiia  superiority,  it  nevertheless  presents  a  touching  appeal  to 
oar  manly  sensibilities,  in  contemplating  the  dreary  destiny  of 
a  dudining  race ;  nor  should  it  foil  to  admonish  us  of  the  im- 
importance  of  improvingi  in  erery  possible  point  o^ 
r,  that  vast  inheritance  which  it  was  their  peculiar  misfor- 
tnne  to  undervalue  and  neglect. 

Tbe  Honorable  the  Legislative  Council  will  pardon  the 
fcecdom  of  these  reflections,  which  the  occasion  elicits,  if  it 
doea  not  justify  and  demand,  while  I  have  the  honor  to  re- 
main, as  heretofore,  their  veiy  obedient  and  respectful  ser- 
vant, and  yours. 

WM.  B.  CONWAY, 

Sec'y  of  the  Ter. 

This  communication  was  referred  to  a  committee  who  re- 
ported the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted,  viz : 

Se9olvedj  That  the  seal  submitted  to  the  Coundl  by  the 

Secretary  of  the  Territory,  be  adopted  by  the  Council  as  the 

^Great  Seal  ot  the  Territory  of  Iowa." 
10 
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'  The  seal  is  one  inch  and  five-eigbths  in  diameter,  and  Qm 
word  "  Groat "  ia  not  open  the  seal,  notwithfitaodiDg  the  Hon. 
Secretary  in  hia  communication 'and  the  Conndl  in  their  res- 
olntioD  have  it  prefixed. 

-  The  dencea  upon  the  aeals  for  the  Snpreme  Conit, 
Bistrict  Conrts,  Commiesioner^e  Conrt  and  Probate  Conrti 
were  all  designed  hj  the  Hon.  Secretary,  and  were  all  aa  ap- 
propriate in  their  several  spberea  as  that  of  the  "  Great "  seal 
of  the  Territory.  Thia  latter  seal  was  never  adopted  by  the 
Legislative  Assembly,  bnt  by  the  Legislative  Council,  the 
higher  branch  thereof,  which  held  its  eeBeione  in  the  lower 
etory  or  basement  of  the  old  Zion  Church  in  Burlington. 
There  are  some  &cta  connected  with  the  early  hiatory  of  this 
seal  which  I  most  omit,  as  well  as  the  history  of  the  aeal  of 
the  State,  which  latter  I  will  continue  in  another  paper. 

THEODORE  S.  PARVOT. 
Mdbcatihs,  Feb.  24th,  1859. 


SEAL  OP  THE  STATE  OF^IOWA. 
Editor  Inidligencer  : 

X  am  unable  to  fnmiah  mnch  concerning  the  history  of  xmx 
great  seal,  but  hope  that  this  paper  may  lead  the  Hon.  W.  £. 

Leffingwell,  or  Borae  other  competent  person,  to  supply  my 
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Iowa,  two  inches  in  diameter,  upon  which  Bhall  be  engraved 

the  following  device,  surrounded  by  the  words,  ^  The  Great 
Seal  ot  the  State  of  Iowa  '-^a  sheaf  and  field  of  standing 

wheat,  with  a  sickle  and  other  farming  utensUs ;  on  the  left  side 
near  the  bottom,  a  lead  furnace  and  pile  of  pig  lead ;  on  the 
right  side  the  citizen  soldier  with  a  plow  in  his  rear,  support- 
ing the  American  flag  and  liberty  cap  with  his  right  hand,  and 
hiB  gun  with  his  left,  in  the  centre  and  near  the  bottom ;  th^ 
Mississippi  river  in  the  rear  of  the  whole,  with  the  steamer 
Iowa  under  way ;  an  eagle  near  the  upper  edge  holding  in  his 
beak  a  scroll  with  the  following  inscription  upon  it :  ^  Our  lib- 
ertieB  we  prize  and  our  rights  we  will  maintain.' " 

Now,  all  this  is  encompassed  within  a  radius  of  one  inch, 
and  if  Solomon  were  to  revisit  this  earth  and  see  this  great 
seal,  he  would  recall  his  declaration  that  there  is  nothing  new 
under  the  sun.  I  may  justly  apply  to  this  great  seal  the  re- 
mark made  by  an  ex-Mayor  of  a  certain  sign  on  Second  st. : 
^  That  no  man  would  violate  the  second  commandment  were 
he  to  bow  down  to  it  and  serve  it,  for  it  is  not  in  the  likeness 
of  anything  that  is  in  heaven  above  or  that  is  in  the  water 

under  the  earth.' " 

«  «  «  «  «  «  « 

The  old  territorial  seal,  so  neat  and  chaste  in  its  design,  was 
lost  in  the  removal  to  Des  Moines  (pity  it  had  not  been  the 
other),  and  to  preserve  some  of  the  old  county  seals  from  a  Am- 
liar  fiite,  I  would  suggest  to  our  County  Judges  the  propriety 
of  depositing  them  in  the  collection  of  the  State  Historical 
Sod^y  at  Iowa  City. 

T.  S.  PABVIN.  ; 

HuBOATiinE,  Feb.  28th,  1869. 
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THE  NAME  "IOWA." 

IFnm  tha  Dunnport  Ou«tta,  April,  IMO.] 

We  find  the  foUowiog  letter  from  Hon.  T.  S.  FBrrin,  in  th* 
last  issue  of  the  Iowa  City  Reporter  : 

In  joui  last  iesae  of  the  2Sth  inst.,  id  an  aitide  comiDDni- 
cated  orer  the  Bignatnre  of  "  AmphyctioQ,"  I  Had  the  follow- 
ing acconpt  of  the  origin  and  meaning  of  the  name  of  onr 
State — "Iowa" — which  is  incorrect 

From  time  to  time,  tonrists  bare  been  accustomed  to  write 
and  pnbli&h  this  "legend,^'  interpreting  it  at  one  time  to  ag- 
nifj  beauiifhtl,  at  another  home,  &c.,  &c. 

*'  There  is  a  story  among  the  Indian  legends  regarding  this 
coontry,  that  once  upon  a  time  a  celebrated  Indian  chief,  wi& 
a  chosen  band  of  braves,  journeying  through  the  land  rising 
upon  the  blaffs  which  overlook  Iowa  City,  exclaimed,  in  his 
native  dialect:  "Iowa!  Zowa! — heaut^\il!  iaaui^/vl/^ — 
Amphyctum. 

The  word  "  Iowa  "  means — "  This  is  the  place.'* — Antotne 
Le  Claire. 

And  the  meaning  is  derived  as  foDowa :  A  tribe  of  (Sae 
and  Tox)  Indians,  wandering  or  hunting,  were  in  seartii  of  a 


ibe  case  witii  Indian  words,  which  first  becoming  nsed  by  the 
trader,  who  is  perhaps  a  Frenchman,  or  Canadian,  who  spells 
ibe  word  according  to  its  sonnd,  with  the  vowels  of  his  own 
hmgnage,  which  is  copied  in  ttDn  by  tlie  toniist,  or  traveler, 
who  is  perhaps  an  En^hman  or  American,  and  thus  becomes 
Anglidsed ;  and  as  the  peculiar  aspirates  and  gntterals  of  the 
Indian  tongae  lose  their  force  in  the  written  word,  We  would 
scarce  be  able  to  recognise  the  same  word  spoken  by  a  native. 

Gormptions,  from  various  causes,  are  inevitable.  Inter- 
pretations are  sometimes  adopted,  as  for  instance  Platte  river 
instead  of  KelMraska,  which  first  term  is  evidently  a  corruption 
ai  the  true  meaning,  viz :  ^  flat  wat^,*'  but  resembling  close- 
ly an  English  proper  name  *^  Platte^'^  it  has  finally  lost  its 
*<xrigi&al  sound  and  meaning* 

It  is  historical  that  the  Omahas  first  gave  the  name  of  **  Qrey 
Snow"  Indians  to  the  tribe  now  known  as  the  lowas ;  and  it 
is  also  authentic  that  they  wers  an  off-shoot  of  the  Omahas.  A 
irefy  dight  drcumstanoe  may  have  caused  the  cognomen  to 
luKve  been  given.  The  Indian  tradition  is  that  they  left  the 
|iarent  tribe  In  a  snow  storm,  whidi  presented  the  phenome- 
laon  of  ^  grey  snow"  by  mingling  the  sands  of  the  shore  with 
4e  ftlfing  snow,  and  thereby  sullying  its  parity.  The  original 
Omaha  word  ^  Py-ho-ja "  can  very  readily  be  corrupted  by 
ttaldng  the  J  sUent,  or  by  using  it  as  a  vowel — as  in  the  6er- 
luiaii  language.  The  word  then  becomes  Py-ho-ia,  which  can 
le  eanly  fiirtiier  corrupted  into  Zc^wl  And  with  all  defbr- 
«iee  to  the  interpretation  of  Mr.  Le  Claire,  who  perhaps  is 
ttCM  competent  than  any  one  else  to  construe  Sac  and  Fox 
toms,  I  would  say  that  ^though  the  word  Iowa  may  have  a 
fhoe  in  the  Sac  and  Fox  language— and  doubtless  he  renders 
it  eoRoetly — ^it  is  more  reascmable  to  look  fcr  it,  or  its  deriva- 
tfam,  to  the  tribe  who  speakthe  same  language  with  the  lowas, 
aad  from  whom  they  sprung. 

W.  H.  HILDRETH. 

EjkST  Davsntobt,  April  7, 1860. 
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PRESENTATIOK  OF  THE  FLAG  OFTHETWENTT- 
SEOONB  REGIMENT  TO  THE  SOCIETY. 

FBSTITAL  OF  THE    LACIES'   AID  SOdETF. 
llnna  tb*  Ion  Olt;  BqmbUaB,  WAnarj  Si,  IML] 

TliiB  afi&ir  came  off  last  Friday  night,  and  was  a  complete 
Baccees.  Metropolitan  Halls  were  filled  to  overflowing,  and 
all  entered  into  the  spirit  of  the  occasion.  Niching's  Band 
enlivened  the  exercises  with  music  until  about  9  o'clock,  when 
the  crowd  was  called  to  order  b;  IS.  H.  Brainard,  who,  after  a 
song  from  the  Glee  Clnb,  introdnced  Got.  Eirkwood  with  the 
Flag  of  the  22d  Be^ment,  which  he  presented  to  Prof.  Parvin, 
Secretary  and  Librarian  of  the  State  Historical  Society,  in  the 
following  remarks : 

Mr.  Parvin,  The  22d  Regiment  Iowa  Volnnteer  Infkntry  is 
composed,  in  lai^e  proportions,  of  oar  immediate  Mends  and 
neighbors — seven  of  the  ten  companies  of  the  regiment  hav- 
ing been  recmited  Irom  this  connty.  For  tiiis  reason,  while 
we  feel  a  deep  interest  in  all  the  Tegmenta  from  this  Stat^ 
and  more  especially  in  those  in  which  onr  county  is  repre- 
sented, it  is  natural  we  shonld  feel  a  deeper,  a  more  absorlnng 
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izes  of  what  is  glorious  in  the  past,  yalnable  in  the  present,  or 
hopeful  in  the  future.  The  banner  it  then  bore  was  new,  its 
colors  were  bright,  its  texture  unbroken,  its  folds  had  been 
lifted  only  by  the  pure,  free  breezes  of  our  prairies,  stirred  by 
the  prayers  of  fair  women  and  brave  men,  for  the  welfare  of 
the  gallant  spirits  that  upheld  it,  and  for  the  good  cause  for 
which  they  went  forth  to  battle.  Since  then  it  has  hung, 
drooping  and  •  lifeless,  in  the  tainted  atmosphere  that  has 
brought  death  to  many  of  its  brave  defenders,  and  it  has  floated 
freely  and  defiantly  in  the  sulphurous  canopy  of  many  a  bat- 
fle-field,  amid  the  roar  of  cannon,  the  rattle  of  musketry,  the 
deep,  stem  battle  cry  and  the  heart-stirring  shouts  of  victory. 
The  sun,  rain  and  winds  have  done  their  work  upon  it,  and 
its  brightness  has  faded — the  shot  and  shell  of  the  enemy  have 
jnerced  through  it,  and  rent  and  torn  it  hangs  from  its  staff  in 
shreds  and  tatters.  Unfit  for  longer  service  in  the  field,  it  is 
now  here,  sent  by  the  men  who  have  borne  it  so  far  and  so 
iUthfully,  to  be  deposited  with  the  Historical  Society  of  our 
State,  of  which  you  are  the  Secretary.  Take  it,  Sir,  and  keep 
it  safely  and  securely.  Although  so  faded  and  tattered,  it  is 
now  a  thousand  times  more  valuable  than  when  it  went  out 
from  US  ill  all  its  freshness  and  beauty.  It  tells  now  not  only 
of  glorious  deeds  done  before  that  time,  but  of  equally  glori- 
ous deeds  since.  It  tells  us  that  what  it  symbolized  of  value 
dien,  is  still  more  valuable  now,  because  of  the  toils  endured 
and  the  blood  spilled  since  then,  to  add  to  its  value ;  and  it 
tdls  OS  that  what  was  hopeful  then  is  more  hopeful  now,  be- 
cause it  tells  us  that  at  Port  Oibson,  Champion  Hills,  Black 
River  Bridge  and  at  Yicksbnrg,  over  all  of  which,  when  it  left 
oar  State,  floated  the  foul  flag  of  treason  and  slavery,  now 
floats  the  proud  banner  of  loyalty  and  freedom,  never  again 
to  be  removed. 

Place  it  where  the  young  men  and  young  women — our  boys 
and  girls — ^the  children  of  this  age  and  of  future  ages,  may 
look  upon  it,  and,  by  looking,  may  learn  to  emulate  the  loy- 
alty, the  patriotism  and  the  bravery  of  our  fathers  and  of  their 
&thers. 
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Prof.  Parvin,  on  receiriiig  tha  flag,  roBponded  id  tlia  fttUow- 
ing  words : 

I  receive,  moet  honored  Sir,  from  jont  bands,  this  National 
hanner,  tlie  symbol  of  freedom  which  bae  been  borne  by  tho 
strong  bands  of  our  frionde  aod  neighbors,  which  has  cheered 
the  hearts  of  the  brave  boys  who  have  gone  forth  from  our 
fireeidcB,  in  the  toilsome  march  and  amid  the  conflict  of  dan- 
ger, which  has  comforted  tho  last  momeots  of  those  who  went 
down  to  death  beneath  its  scarred  folds,  strnggUng^ot  in  Tain 
to  "  enlarge  tlie  area  of  Ireedom." 

I  take  it.  Sir,  as  the  gift  of  men  who  have  hewn  for  them- 
selves and  their  noble  regiment  a  name  worthy  of  "  honorable 
mentioD,'*  men  who,  under  gallant  leaders,  have  borne  it  tri- 
umphantly to  victory  on  many  a  blood-stained  field,  and  nov 
commit  it,  faded  and  torn,  with  all  its  hallowed  memcHies,  to 
the  sacred  keeping  of  onr  State  Historical  Society  institnted 
"  to  collect  and  preserve  the  materials  illaetrative  of  the  hia> 
tory  of  onr  young  and  patriotic  State." 

Go  tell  oar  brave  countrymen  of  Johnson,  to  whom  yon,  ae 
Ohief  Magistrate,  gave  this  flag  when  bright  and  whole,  that 
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when  consecrated  to  country,  to  freedom  and  to  Grod. 
The  old  and  the  yonng,  the  friend  and  the  stranger,  as  they 
look  upon  tliis  mnte  but  eloqnent  symbol,  may  read  the  record 
of  noble  deeds  done  at  Port  Gibson,  ot.  heroic  struggles  and 
battles  won  in  the  death  charge  at  Black  Kiver  Bridge  and  at 
Champion  Hills,  and  of  the  patient  siege  and  successful  as* 
sault  upon  the  enemy's  stronghold  at  Yicksburg,  where  our 
noble  23d 

''Bight  In  the  ran, 
On  Sie  red  rampart's  tUpperj  eweU, 
With  hearts  that  beat  a  charge,  they  feU 
Foeward,  as  fits  a  man." 

And  from  this  learn  the  lesson,  that  ^^  eternal  vigilance  is  the 
price  of  liberty'' — and  having  learned,  resolve  in  their  minds 
that  the  boon  is  worth  the  price,  and  pledge  upon  this  rent 
flag  of  our  Union  the  sacred  honor  of  their  hearts  that  they 
will  maintain  unto  death  the  indissoluble  ^  Union  of  the 
States,^  and  swear  they  will  cease  not  their  efforts  till  a  peace- 
fbl  flag  floats  all  over  our  country,  on  every  breeze  that  blows, 
the  breath  of  the  Omnipotent  One  who  has  decreed  in  the 
^  Court  of  Heaven ''  that  this  land  shall  be  the  ^  land  of  the 
free  and  the  home  of  the  brave." 

At  the  dose  of  these  exercises,  the  crowd  was  dismissed  to 
the  rapper  tables,  where  ample  justice  was  done  the  boontiiul 
lepaat  After  supper,  the  floor  of  the  main  room  was  cleared, 
sad  the  young  folks  (and  some  not  young)  started  a  dance, 
winch,  when  we  left,  was  in  full  blast  The  net  proceeds 
were  nearly  $250.  It  was  a  great  aflair,  enjoyed  by  all 
pnaent 


What  n  ▲  Pomsn>l — ^The  original  pound  under  William 
the  Conquerer  was  a  pound  of  silver  coined  into  twenty  shil- 
lings, which  pound  of  silver  is  now  coined  into  sixty-six  shil- 
lings, and  there  have  been  no  less  than  thirty-three  different 

pounds  smce  William  the  Conqueror. 
11 


ABltALB  OP  IOWA. 


[Anm, 


DEATH  OF  PEOF.  E.  R  "WHITE. 


We  can  scarcely  realize  tlie  fact  that  we  are  now  about  ts 
announce  to  onr  readers.  It  is  bat  a  short  time  since  Prof. 
White  returned  from  a  visit  to  his  family,  who  reside  at  West 
Union,  Fayette  connty,  in  this  State,  and  resnmed  his  actire 
duties  as  Professor  of  Gymnastics  in  the  State  University  for 
the  second  session.  His  retom  was  bailed  with  delight,  not 
only  by  the  faculty  and  students  of  the  University,  with  whom 
he  was  more  immediately  associated,  but  all  classes  of  onr  cit> 
izens  who  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  make  his  acqaiuntance, 
welcomed  him  cordially  back  to  oar  city,  aud  looked  forward 
tu  a  season  of  pleasant  companionship  with  him,  little  sup- 
posing that  hb  labors  on  earth  wei^  so  soon  to  be  brought  to  s 
close.  But  now  he  is  dead  I  After  a  brief  ilhiess,  occasioned 
by  a  severe  attack  of  pleurisy,  during  which  he  received  the 
moat  assiduous  attention,  together  with  the  most  skillful  med* 
ical  attendance,  he  breathed  his  last,  on  Thursday  evening, 
Jannary  28tb. 

Prof.  White  was  a  tme  gentleman,  affable  and  Irind  in  all 
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We  take   pleasure  in  appending  the  Ibllowing   merited 

TRIBUTE    OF  BE8FECT. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Faculty  and  Teachers  of  the  State 
University  of  Iowa,  it  was  resolved  that  the  following  obituary 
notice  and  series  of  resolutions  be  recorded  in  the  College 
Books.  Also,  that  a  copy  of  the  same  be  presented  to  the 
wite  of  the  deceased,  and  to  the  editors  of  each  of  the  Iowa 
City  papers  for  publication : 

Wkh  feelings  of  profound  sorrow  we  would  record  the  de- 
cease of  our  co-laborer,  Elijah  E.  White,  Professor  of  Gym- 
nastics in  this  Institution,  who  departed  this  life  at  five  o'clock 
P.  K.  on  Thursday,  January  28th,  1864,  in  the  fortieth  year 
of  his  age,  after  a  severe  illness  of  eight  days. 

We  deeply  mourn  the  loss  which  our  institution  and  com- 
munity and  State  have  sustained  by  this  afflicting  providence. 

The  general  character  of  Prof.  White  was  unassuming,  yet 
en^'getic,  courteous  and  kind.  During  his  brief  residence 
among  us,  he  won  for  himself  the  confidence  and  affection  of 
all  who  enjoyed  his  acquaintance,  and  especially  of  those  who 
were  intimately  connected  with  him  in  his  professional  duties. 
His  association  with  us  has  been  very  agreeable  in  every  re- 
aped, we  shall  long  cherish  with  pleasure  the  memory  of  his 
exodlendes.  As  instructor  in  Gymnastics,  he  was  eminently 
mooeflflfhl  in  his  career  here.  Impressed  with  the  importance 
oi  well  r^ulated  exercise  to  our  health,  physically  and  men- 
tally, he  exhibited  great  enthusiasm  in  his  department,  and  in- 
qpired  his  classes  with  a  like  spirit.  His  labors  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly valuable,  and  though  brought  to  a  premature  close* 
we  confidently  believe  their  results  will  be  of  decided  and 
permanent  advantage,  not  only  to  our  students  who  enjoyed 
their  benefit,  but  through  them  to  our  entire  State. 

With  this  brief  reference  to  his  character  and  career — 

£e$olvedj  That  while  we  humbly  and  submissively  bow  to 
the  divine  dispensation  by  which  Prof.  White  has  been  so 
eariy  removed  from  his  sphere  of  usefulness  with  us,  we  yet 
feel  that  his  death  has  been  a  severe  afiliction  to  ourselves,  oar 
institution  and  our  State. 
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Beidlved,  That  we,  aa  Inetnictors  ia  the  State  University, 
extend  our  warm  expreesions  of  Borrow  and  of  Bympathy 
to  the  friende  and  relatives,  the  orphan  children  and  widowed 
companion  of  onr  departed  colleague,  and  commend  them  to 
the  favor  and  care  of  llim  who  alone  can  comfort  in  the  hour 
of  bereavement 

lieaolved.   That  we  recognize  thia  Providence  as  an  itn- 

pressive  admonition  addressed  to  ns,  which  we  ahonld  receive 

by  girding  ourselves  anew  to  the  dnties  and  responsibilitiee  <rf 

onr  earthly  existence,  with  a  wise  and  constant  reference  to 

,  the  retribntions  of  eternity. 

Iowa  Citt,  Fehraary  Ist,  1864.  — Preta. 


PROF.  AGASSIZ  AND  HIS  LECTURE. 

ICFnn  Um  BtMa  Pno,  Ion  dlr,  HuBb  S,  l«U.l 

On  "Wednesday  evening  last  the  people  of  Iowa  City  were 
afforded  the  rare  opportunity  of  bearing  that  profound  student 
of  Science  and  celebrated  Naturalist,  Prof.  Agasaiz.  At  an 
early  boor  University  Chapel  was  fiUed  with  an  intelligent  and 
Appreciative  aadience.  After  vocal  music  by  a  choir  composed 
of  yonng  ladies  aud  gentlemen,  students  of  the  Univeruty, 
the  lecturer  was  introduced  by  Dr.  0.  M.  Spencer.     He  but- 
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growth,  by  reference  to  the  reefs  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  folly 
described  the  stmctare  and  functions  of  the  coral  animal,  and 
explained  the  manner  in  which  these  little  creatures  extract 
the  calcareous  portion  of  the  sea-water — how  the  new  polyps 
appear,  in  the  form  of  a  bud^  on  the  side  of  the  first  individu- 
al,  and  how  their  additions  continue  to  be  made  until  twelve 
millions  of  them  have  been  known  to  exist  in  a  single  cluster. 
Coral  is  the  stony  frame  which  belongs  to  these  animals  as  a 
skeleton  belongs  to  individuals  of  the  higlier  orders  of  ani- 
mals, being  formed  by  the  involuntary  secretion  of  calcareous 
matter.  He  explained  how  the  great  coral  reefs  were  formed 
by  the  successive  growth  of  Astreas,  Madrepores,  Meandrinas, 
&C.J  and  their  solidification,  in  process  of  time,  occasioned  by 
the  constantly  increasing  pressure  into  a  substance  difiering  in 
no  essential  particular  from  the  strata  of  limestone  spread  over 
the  Western  States,  as  well  as  the  other  different  characteris- 
tics that  are  impressed  on  these  formations  by  the  different 
conditions  in  which  they  exist,  depending  upon  temperature 
and  pressure.  The  American  continent,  instead  of  being  the 
^  new  world,''  was  really  much  older  than  any  part  of  the 
Eastern  Hemisphere,  an  original  continental  form  having  p  - 
peared  much  earlier,  along  the  line  of  the  great  lakes,  ex- 
teodiog  east  and  west;  and  with  this  as  a  basis,  the- coral 
animala  had,  for  ages,  lived,  died  and  solidified,  rntil  this 
gradnal  process  had  formed  fhe  vast  continent  on  which  we 
live.  The  next  projection  above  the  water  was  the  Alle- 
ghany mountains,  extending  through  the  eastern  portion  of 
the  oontinent  Here,  in  the  vicinity  of  our  city,  the  evi- 
dences of  coral  formation  were  found  in  perfection.  We  do 
Bot  pretend  to  give  even  an  outline  of  the  lecture,  but 
merely  to  indicate  to  our  readers  something  of  the  course 
parsoed  in  the  treatment  of  this,  to  most  of  ns,  very  novel 
aabjeet  The  lecturer  eannot  be  said  to  be  eloquent,  his 
oratory  being  altogether  of  the  conversational  and  instmc- 
tive  style.  That  he  is  a  profound  master  of  natural  sciences, 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  he  has  the  peculiar  faculty  of 
making  everything  so  plain  that  all  who  hear  him  wonder 
that  they  had  not  known  the  same  things  long  ago,  and 
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that  they  were  not  capable  of  elnddating  them  as  well  as 
the  diBtiDgaished  scholar  to  whom  they  listened. 

After  the  lecture.  Prof.  Agassiz  was  haodsomely  enter- 
tained by  Prof.  T.  S.  Parvin  at  hie  residence,  where  the 
faculty  of  the  University  and  a  few  invited  gneste  bad  an 
opportnnity  to  become  personally  acquainted  with  him,  and 
to  learn  something  of  the  trne  power  of  his  mind  fiom 
private  conversation. 

On  Thursday  morning  he  delivered  a  lectnre  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  "  Glaciers,"  to  the  students  and  fiacnlty  of  the 
University,  in  which  his  vast  knowledge  of  the  transforma- 
tions and  changes  the  earth  has  undergone,  was  fhlly  die- 
played.  He  described  the  process  by  which  ice  is  formed, 
and  explained  the  difieronce  in  the  formation  of  ice  from 
water  and  from  snow — described  the  immense  glaiuers  he 
has  examined  in  Europe,  one  of  which  he  had  measured 
with  a  line  to  the  depth  of  1,000  feet — explained  the  canseB 
by  which  these  immense  masses  of  ice  are  put  in  motion, 
and  the  effects  produced  upon  the^untry  over  which  they 
move.  Ho  said  that  the  evidences  of  a  "glacier"  having 
passed  over  any  portion  of  the  earth's  surface  were  palpable 
to  every  Geologist,  and  as  easily  distinguished  as  a  silver 
coin  is  distinguished  from  a  copper  penny.  These  indica- 
tions are  the  deposits  of  "  drift,"  or   loose  stones   npon  the 
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tion,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  discoveries  he  has  made 
seemed  to  have  confirmed,  in  his  mind,  all  that  the  Creator 
bad  made  known  to  man  in  the  Holy  Scriptures.  The  ef- 
fect upon  all  who  heard  him,  was  to  beget  in  their  minds 
a  desire  to  know  more  of  the  man,  and  leaving  the  sub- 
jects and  matter  of  his  lectures  to  the  reflection  of  his  audi- 
tors, we  shall  proceed  to  answer,  as  well  as  we  can,  the 
question  that  has  been .  so  frequently  propounded  to  us  in 
the  last  few  days,  who  is  Professor  Agassiz? 

[For  one  not  to  know  Prof.  A.  is  to   argue  himself  un- 
known.—Ed.] 


A  Com  Two  TnousAifD  Ysabs  Old.  —An  interesting  dis* 
covery  was  made  a  few  days  since  by  a  shepherd  in  a  wood 
recently  cleared,  near  Etain  (Mense).  It  is  a  coin  ot  Philip, 
of  Macedon,  father  of  Alexander  the  Great,  and  therefore 
more  than  two  thousand  years  old.  It  is  in  gold,  and  weighs 
dgfat  grains.  On  one  side  is  a  head  of  Apollo  crowned  with 
laurel,  and  on  the  other  a  personage  in  a  car  drawn  by  two 
horses.  Below  is  a  kind  of  vase,  on  which  is  the  word  Phil- 
IFPOU  in  Greek  characters.  Before  the  Roman  invasion,  Greek 
coins  were  current  among  the  Gauls. — Oalignani. 


Babe  Oom.^-A  great  rarity  in  the  shape  of  a  coin  has  late- 
ly  been  sold  at  Paris,  namely :.  a  silver  one  struck  off  at  Bros* 
Ian  in  1751.  Among  the  persons  employed  at  that  time  in 
the  mint  was  an  Austrian,  who,  out  of  hatred  to  Frederick 
XL,  of  Prussia,  who  had  taken  possession  of  Silesia  by  right 
of  conquest,  conceived  the  idea  of  revenging  himself  on  that 
monarch  in  the  following  manner :  The  motto  on  the  coin, 
Ein  reicAs  thaler  (a  crown  of  the  kingdom),  he  divided  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  make  it  read,  Ein  retch  sihal  er  (he  stole  a 
kingdom).  The  King  ordered  these  insulting  coins  to  be  all 
melted  down,  but  some  few  of  them  still  exist. 


lanlLB  or  lowA. 


[*»mn, 


REPORT  OF  THE  JOINT  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED 
TO  VISIT  THE  STATE  UNIVERSITY. 

Tlie  Joint  Committee  sppointed  to  visit  the  State  TJniverri' 
ty  and  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  ABflnm,  at  lows  City,  baring 
performed  that  duty,  respectfally  Biibmit  the  following  report; 
The  State  University  is  in  a  very  prosperons  condition, 
numbering  four  hundred  and  four  students  during  the  corrent 
collegiate  year,  and  bearing  every  evidence  of  ability  and  fi- 
delity upon  the  part  of  those  having  its  management  and  oon- 
trol.  Forty-three  connties  are  represented  in  this  InsUtntion 
by  the  attendance  of  students  from  afdd  counties,  respectively, 
as  fdlows ; 

Benton  county, 8  students. 

Blsckhawk   county, 2        " 

Butler  county, 1        " 

Cass  coonty, 1         " 

Cedar  connty, 23        *• 

Clinton  connty, 4        " 

Dallas  county, 6        " 

Des  Moines  county, 6        " 

Dubuque  county, 2        *' 

Fayetto  county, 1         " 

Franklin  county. 
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Mahaska  connty, 

Marion  coonty, 

Mills  county, 

Mi.cbell  county, 

Polk  county,-  • 

Pottawattamie  county, 
Poweeheik  county,-  •  • 

Sac  county, 

Scott  county,*  • 

Story  county, 

Tama  county, 

Muscatine  county,*  •  •  • 
Van  Buren  county,*  •  • 
Washin^n  county,*  • 
Winnesniek  county,*  • 
"Woodbury  county,*  •  • 


6  students 

2 

(( 

8 

a 

2 

u 

1 

a 

3 

{< 

5 

u 

1 

u 

3 

(« 

4 

(( 

3 

4( 

64 

M 

9 

u 

10 

u 

3 

u 

1 

a 

Total  number  residents  of  Iowa 384 

Number  of  students  from  other  States  •  20 

Making  an  aggregate  of* 404 

The  foregoing  list  embraces  all  the  students  in  the  several 
departments  of  the  University,  exclusive  of  the  Model  SchooL  , 
The  average  age  of  the  students  is  eighteen  years. 

The  following  statistics  may  be  interesting  as  showing  the 
progress  made  by  this  Institution  during  the  three  years  last 
past,  and  the  relative  proportion  of  students  from  Johnson 
county : 


t«w. 

Hear  Stadnrtt. 

Mo.  from  Johii» 

No.  tfam  other 

Nn.€i  OomtiM 

•on  Ooantjr 

008.Mld    SUtM. 

npresented. 

1860-61 

172 

100 

72 

32 

1861^2 

254 

141 

lis; 

25 

1862-63 

288 

157 

181 

84 

1863-64 

404 

164 

240* 

43 

It  appears  from  the  above  statistical  statement  that  the  num- 
ber of  students  in  the  State  University  has  been  steadily  and 
rapidly  increasing,  while  the  relative  proportion  of  students 
residing  in  Johnson  county  has  been  constantly  diminishing, 
and  that  this  Institution  has  already  become  a  favorite  with 


<«, 


*Aad  yet  the  DaTenport  Gaxette  of  March  16  persists  in  asserting  that  **a 
majority  of  the  students  are  from  Johnson  Co."  Will  it  correct  its  mlaatate* 
toeni-aiid  set  ether  papers  right?— Ev. 
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the  people  of  the  State.  Many  families  have  taken  np  a  tem- 
porary residence  in  Iowa  City  for  tlie  purpose  of  edncating 
their  children  in  the  UniTersity. 

Of  the  students  now  in  attendance,  one  hnndred  and  one 
have  received  tuition  free,  and  in  regard  to  their  places  of  res- 
idence, represent  forty-two  counties. 

The  recitations  and  exercises  of  the  several  classes  in  the 
different  departments,  at  which  your  Committee  bad  the 
pleasure  to  be  present,  were  highly  creditable  to  the  students 
as  well  as  to  their  instructors,  and  evinced  on  the  part  of  the 
Faculty  and  other  teachers  connected  with  the  Institution,  a 
degree  of  abi]ity,  tact,  energy  and  industry,  worthy  of  spedal 
commendation. 

The  remarkable  prosperity  of  the  institution  deserves  the 
highest  consideration,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee, 
the  present  General  Assembly  should  take  such  action  in  re- 
lation to  the  University  that  its  efficiency  nmy  not  be  impaired 
nor  its  i>ro8perity  retarded. 

The  room  used  as  a  chapel  is  inadequate  to  accommodate 
,  the  students  already  in  attendance,  not  to  speak  of  the  prob- 
able incrcasfl  of  the  number  of  students,  and  of  the  necessity 
for  a  chapel  sufficiently  large  and  commodious  for  lecture  par- 
poses  and  commencement  exercises. 

The  University  buildings  are  also  deficient  in  not  containing 
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the  General  Aseemblj  from  taking  high  ground  in  regard  to 
the  educational  interests  of  the  State,  nor  cause  them  to  over- 
look tlie  fact  that  the  claims  of  education  are  of  paramount 
importance  to  almost  all  other  claims,  nor  make  them  unmind- 
iiil  of  the  great  political  truth,  that  enlightened  virtue  is  the 
only  sure  foundation  lor  a  free  government,  your  Committee 
commend  the  State  University  to  your  favorable  consideration, 
in  the  full  belief  that  you  will  pursue  a  liberal  policy  in  re- 
spect thereto,  and  that  you  will  take  such  action  as  will  be  pro- 
motive of  the  best  interests  of  the  University,  as  well  as  of 
the  State  at  large. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  B.  F.  HILDEIETH, 

Representative  from  Floyd  Co., 
R.  SEARS,  ( p        , 

Representative  from  Poweshiek  Co.,  ?^  ^o™«ii^^«e. 
J.  B.  YOUNG, 

Senator  from  Linn  Co., 


OBITUARY  OF  CAPT.  JONATHAN  8.  SLAYMAKER, 
OF  DAVENPORT,  IOWA,  WHO  FELL  AT  FORT 
DONEL80N  FEB.  15, 1862,  IN  THE  FAMOUS  CHARGE 
OF  THE  SECOND  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

BT  THE  FORMER    EDFTOR  OF  THE  ANNALS. 

Yet  surely  there  is  some  record 
#     When  a  brave  jonng  hero  dies. 

T.  Hatvbs  Bailbt. 

The  subject  of  this  obitnary  notice,  Jonathan  S.  Slaymaker, 
the  son  of  Samael  R.  Slajmaker,  was  bom  in  York,  Pa.,  on 
the  81st  of  March,  1835,  and  was  baptised,  in  in&ncj,  by  Rev. 
Albert  Barnes,  then  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  there. 
He  had  the  advantages  of  early  religious  as  well  as  secular 
education,  attending  in  his  youth  the  Sabbath  School,  and  in 
his  young  manhood  becoming  a  teacher  of  others  in  the  Sun- 
day School. 
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At  eighteen  years  of  age  he  entered  upon  railroad  labcv,  u 
a  civil  engineer,  and  sabBeqnentl;  lie  engaged  in  bneiness  at 
Davenport,  Iowa,  where  be  still  continued  his  interest  in  Sun- 
day Schools,  being  connected  with  the  2d  Presbyterian  eon- 
gr^ation,  in  which  his  ancle,  the  late  H.  T.  Slaymaker,  was 
BO  prominent,  and  imitating  the  zeal  and  generosity  of  that 
uncle  in  liberally  contribnting  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel 
in  that  connection,  while  that  organization  continned. 

Afterward,  the  2d  Presbyterian  Church  enterprise  having 
been  suspended,  he  attended  at  Bt.  Luke's  Episcopal  Chnrch. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Powers,  JBector  of  that  church,  says  of  his  char* 
acter :  "  Before  the  war,  he  taught  in  my  Sunday  School  and 
attended  my  chnrcli.  I  think  I  can  safely  assure  yon  that  bis 
heart  was  given  to  Ood.  He  was  not  commanicative  on  re- 
ligions subjects,  yet  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  nearly  two 
years  ago  he  began  to  draw  graciously  heavenward.  Many 
things  convince  me  that,  in  spirit,  he  was  a  disciple  of  the 
Lord  Jesus.  His  daily  lite  was  exemplary,  and  it  seemed  that 
he  was  waiting  to  feel  settled  in  his  place  of  residence  before 
he  openly  connected  himself  with  the  church." 

His  military  history  began  with  his  enlistment  in  company 
0,  of  the  2d  Iowa  Beginient  of  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  wbidi 
he  held  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant  at  the  time  of  mustering, 
May  2d,  1S61,  but  was  promoted  to  be  Captmn  on  the  3d  of 
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record.  He  had,  with  his  regiment,  reached  the  breastworks 
and  passed  in,  when  a  ball  shot  him  in  the  thigh  and  severed 
the  main  artery.  He  bled  to  death  in  live  minutes.  I  enclose 
a  lock  of  bis  hair,  which  I  secured  myself,  that  you  will  hand 
to  his  bereaved  parents.  He  was  as  gallant  a  soldier  as  ever 
carried  a  sword.  After  he  was  wounded,  he  raised  himself  on 
his  side,  waved  his  sword  and  called  his  men  to  go  forward, 
then  sank  down  and  died.  He  was  a  good  and  steadfast  friend 
of  mine,  and  I  mourn  him  much.  It  is  melancholy  to  think, 
that  the  first  time  he  was  under  my  command  should  be  his 
last  But  he  died  gloriously.  What  more  can  a  man  do  for 
his  country  ?" 

His  remains  were  brought  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  his 
funeral  was  numerously  attended  from  St.  Luke's  Church  at  2 
o'clock  P.  M.  on  the  27th  of  Feb.,  1862. 

Such  was  the  heroic  patriot,  the  steadfast  friend,  the  affec- 
tionate son  and  brother,  the  faithful  companion,  the  constant 
Sunday  School  teacher,  at  home,  the  Christian  soldier  abroad. 

Many  die  as  suddenly, 

Few  as  safe. 

This  brief  notice,  by  a  friend  who  knew  him,  (in  connection 
with  the  2d  Presbyterian  congregation  at  Davenport,  so  long 
sustained  by  his  uncle,  H.  Y.  Slaymakcr,  with  great  sacrifice,) 
cannot  better  be  closed  than  in  the  words  of  the  Kev.  Albert 
Barnes  to  his  bereaved  parents :  "  My  heart  bleeds  for  you 
in  your  loss.  Your  son  was  lovely  in  his  life — in  appearance, 
in  his  manner,  in  his  spirit,  in  his  hopes  and  promises  in  re- 
gard to  future  life,  in  all  that  could  bind  the  hearts  of  loving 
parents  to  a  son.  God  has  done  it,  whatever  be  the  instru- 
ment It  seemed  good  to  God,  that  he  should  fall  as  he  has 
done.  When  you  gave  him  to  God,  you  gave  him  to  Him  to 
live  as  long  as  He  should  please,  to  serve  Him  in  any  way  He 
should  direct,  and  then  to  lie  down  and  die  when,  where  and 
how  God  should  appoint.  *  I  opened  not  my  mouth,'  said  the 
Psahnist,  *  because  thou  didst  it'  "  S.  S.  H. 


AXKALS  at  IOWA.  [^IBII^ 


TO  THE  READERS  OF  THE  ANNALS. 

Custom  hae  long  imposed  upon  those  assuming  the  **  chur 
editorial "  the  necessity  of  writing  "a  salutatory." 

For  one,  and  tor  once,  we  aliall  break  over  this  cuBtom. 
Our  own  history  is  thoroughly  identified  with  that  of  the  State. 
During  a  residence  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  centary,  we 
have  been  at  times  intimately  connected  with  its  executive, 
legislative  and  judicial  departments ;  with  its  political,  agri- 
cultural and  educational  interests,  and  from  first  to  last  work- 
ing to  collect  and  preserve  its  historical  records,  till  our  private 
collection  lias  become  of  surpoEsiog  value  and  far  more  exten- 
sive than  any  other  in  the  State. 

"  Working  for  nothing  and  feeding  ouraelf,"  those  who  sub- 
scribe a.ad  pay  for  the  Annals  may  rest  assured  that  from  '*a 
love  of  the  cause"  we  shall  strive  to  give  them  at  least  the 
worth  of  their  money,  and  aim  at  all  times  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  the  Society  and  our  patriotic  State.  And  further  de 
ponent  sayeth  not.  . 

T.  S.  PARYIN,  Editor  Aanalk.     ■ 

Iowa  Cnr,  April,  1864. 
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Numiamatio  Collection  of  A.  SsDdere,  Eaq,  A  well  pr&- 
pared  article  on  this  very  choice  "  cabinet  of  coioB  "  has  been 
fiirnisbed  tie  by  ite  enterprising  owner,  and  will  appear  in  the 
next  number.  We  liad  hoped  to  have  inserted  it  in  this,  bnt 
it  was  a  little  too  late. 

Portrait  of  Gen.  Jioberla. — A  friend  of  the  General  and 
of  the  Society  has  enabled  ns  to  give  oar  readers,  in  a  fntnre 
Dumber,  the  portrait  of  this  distingnished  eoldier  and  citizen 
of  our  State,  which  we  shall  be  happy  to  do  at  an  early  day. 

Territm'ial  and  State  Seifls  of  Iowa. — By  the  help  of  our 
tasteful  and  enterprising  publishers,  we  are  enabled  to  present 
our  readers  with  proof  impressions  of  these  Seals,  to  accom- 
pany our  article  on  pages  264,  266,  and  we  appeal  to  the  good 
taste  of  the  reader  to  sustain  the  correctness  of  onr  criticisms 
thereon. 


TERBITOBIAL.  ffTATB, 

Original  Articles. — This  number  has  been  gotten  ont  in  a 
linrry,  having  only  occupied  our  new  chair  a  fortnight,  and 
■we  have  had  to  resort  to  the  old  portfolio,  which,  by  the  bye, 
■we  shall  not  discard. 

We  are  promised,  however,  various  articles  of  interest, 
irhich  we  shall  deal  out  in  dne  time. 
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IOWA   KEWBPAPERS— 1864. 

Those  in  small  caps,  are  received  by  the  Historical  Sociefy, 
Will  the  PublisherB  of  the  othera  please  forward  theirs  for 
filing,  binding  and  preservation,  aa  part  of  the  history  of  onr 
Btatet  We  slinllbe  pleased  to  receive  correctioDS  to  the  table, 
as  ve  arc  satisfied  it  is  far  I'rom  beiug  complete. — [Kd. 

Name. 
AhAMOSA  EtTBBKA,, 

Afton  National, 
Sedford  Express, 

SOBLDTOTOH  HaWSBTB, 
SrCHAVAir  OUABDUH, 

CoKsnTcnoir, 

ConstitQtioDalist, 

Clatton  Conimr  Jousnal, 

Cedas  Falls  Gasette, 

CsDAB  Vauet  Times, 

Chableb  Crrr  Intzllioehcsk,  Charles  City,    Floyd. 

CasB  Connty  Gazette,  I^wis,  Cass. 

Clintoh  Hbhald,  ClintoQ,  Clinton. 

Clark  Connty  Sentinel,  Oceola,  Clark, 

CorydoQ  Monitor,  Corydon,  Wayne. 

Council  Blnfia  Bngle,  Council  Blu^  Pottawatomie. 

Davehpost  Gazette,  Davwiport,        Bootfc 


Tows. 

OoONTr, 

Anamosa, 

Jones. 

Afton, 

Union, 

Bedford, 

Tt^lae. 

Burlington, 

DesMomes. 

Independence,  Bochaoan. 

Keokak, 

Lee. 

Lyons, 

Clinton, 

Elkader, 

Clayton. 

Cedar  Falls, 

BhtckHawk. 

Cedar  Kapids, 

,  Linn. 
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Dubuque  Times, 

OF  IOWA. 

Dubuque, 

[jUt 

Dubnqne. 

Dubuque  Herald, 

«- 

" 

De8  J^oinbs  News, 

KeoBanqua, 

Tan  Bnron- 

De  Witt  SJgntl, 

Do  Witt, 

Clinton. 

Democrat  and  Newb, 

Davenport, 

Scott. 

Dee  Demokrat  (G.). 

» 

" 

EftielBior, , 

Maqnoketa, 

Jackson. 

EdDtViLle  Stah, 

Eddyville, 

Wapello. 

Fairfield  Ledger, 

Fairfield, 

Jefterson. 

Ft  Dodge  Republican, 

Ft.  Dodge, 

Webster. 

Frankuw  Reooed, 

Ml  Vernon, 

Linn. 

West  Union, 

Fayette, 

Gate  Cnr, 

Keokuk, 

Lee. 

Home  Jouen al, 

Mt  Pleasant, 

Henry. 

Iowa  Pdhuo  Rbcoed, 

West  Union, 

Fayette,     - 

Iowa  Homestead, 

Des  Moines, 

Polk. 

Iowa  State  Reoibtbe, 

" 

« 

Iowa  Religioub  Nawa  Lettee,  Dubiiqne, 

Dubuque. 

Iowa  State  Ralletin, 

Ft.  Madison, 

Leo. 

Iowa  State  Pbesh, 

Iowa  City, 

Johnson- 

IowaTalley  Review, 

Marengo, 

Iowa. 

Iowa  County  Democrat, 

Marengo, 

Iowa. 

Iowa  Citt  Republican, 

Iowa  City, 

Johnson. 

Iowa  Tkanscbii-t. 

Toledo. 

Tarn;i. 
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Stoey  County  JEgis, 
Sioux  City  Reoisteb, 
Stabs  and  Stripes, 
Tipton  Adveetisee, 
The  Abgus, 
The  Coueiee, 
The  Freeman, 
Tlie  Statesman, 
The  News, 
The  Press, 
Union  Bannee, 
Union  Guakd, 
Vinton  Eagle, 
Weekly  Bannee, 
Weekly  Mieboe, 
Weekly  News, 
Wapello  Republican, 
Waterloo  Courier, 
Western  Journal, 
Wheatland  Times, 
Washington  Ppess, 
Washington  Democbat,  (77) 


Nevada, 
Sioux  City, 
Bntler  Center, 
Tipton, 
Burlington, 
Muscatine, 
Webster  City, 
,  Des  Moines, 
Boonesboro, 
Newton, 
Bellevne, 
Bloomfield, 
Vinton, 
Indianola, 
Lyons, 
Leon, 
Wapello, 
Waterloo, 
Adel, 

Wheatland, 
Washington, 
Washington, 


Story. 
Woodbury. 
Butler.  ■ 
Cedar. 
Des  Moines. 
Muscatine. 
Hamilton. 
Polk. 
Boone. 
Jasper. 
JacksOfu' 
Dayis. 
Benton. 
WarreiL       f 
Clinton. 
Decatur.    ' . 
Louisa.        V 
BlaiskHaii^ 
Dallas.  • 
OlintDiL ' 
WashingtoiU' 
Washing^n; 
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HISTOKT  OF  DAVIS  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


OENEBAL     IIISTOBT. 

FfiOLOOHE. — At  the  aolicitation  of  tho  Curators  of  the  State 
Historical  Society,  made  in  1859, 1  conBented  to  prepare  a 
Bketch  of  the  early  Bettlement  and  history  of  onr  connty^  for 
the  nee  of  the  Society. 

Kot  DQmindfnl  of  the  difficnlties  to  be  encountered  in  the 
preparation  of  a  paper  of  thte  character,  I  entered  upon  the 
vork.  Sereral  articles  were  prepared  and  pabUshed  in  the 
DtmcxsraUo  Clarion,  daring  that  year.  At  the  time  of  th^ 
preparatioQ,  it  was  thou<rht  that  the  Society  wonid  soon  com- 
mence the  publication  ot  a  periodical,  in  wliich  facts  and  in- 
adents  connected  with  the  early  settlement  of  onr  State  could 
be  preserved  in  a  permanent  form.  Snch  pnbUcation  waa 
not  commenced,  however,  until  last  year,  and  the  articles  pre- 
pared by  me  in  1859,  have,  as  yet,  been  published  only  in  onr 
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correct.  Should  tlie  reader  find  errors  herein  that  seem  to  re- 
quire correction,  the  writer  will  consider  himself  under  special 
obligations,  if  his  attention  be  called  to  them.  And  if  his 
friends  shall  occasionally  find  a  borrowed  anecdote  thrown  in 
by  way  of  spicing  up,  it  is  hoped  they  will  be  generous  in  their 
judgment,  and  that  their  criticism  may  be  confined  to  this  ex- 
clamation, '^  O,  Scissors !"  since  that  instrument,  if  not  might- 
ier than  the  sword,  is  certainly  more  powerful  than  the  pen  in 
the  hands  of  a  great  many  newspaper  writers. 

BOUND ABT. 

The  territory  from  which  the  county  of  Davis  was  carved, 
or  rather  marked  ^ut,  is  a  portion  of  an  ancient  territory  once 
belonging  to  France,  then  to  Spain,  and  again  to  France.  At 
one  time  it  constituted  a  part  of  Louisiana  and  afterwards  a 
part  of  the  Missouri  territory.  It  was  purchased  from  France 
by  the  United  States  in  1803,  but  remained  in  possession  of 
the  Indians  for  forty  years  afterwards.  The  law  has  fixed  the 
boundary  of  tlie  county  as  follows: 

''  Begmning  at  the  north-east  comer  of  township  seventy 
north,  range  twelve  west ;  thence  west  on  the  township  line 
dividing  townships  seventy  and  seventy-one,  to  range  sixteen 
west ;  thence  south  on  said  range  line  to  the  Missouri  State 
line ;  thence  cast  on  said  State  line  to  the  south-west  corner  of 
Yan  Buren  county ;  thence  north  with  the  west  line  of  said 
county  of  Van  Buren  to  the  place  of  beginning." 

It  is  therefore  composed  of  the  north  half  of  township  six- 
ty-seven and  the  whole  of  townships  sixty-eight,  sixty-nine  and 
seventy,  north,  in  ranges  twelve,  thirteen,  fourteen  and  fifteen 
west  It  is  thus  a  fraction  more  than  twenty-four  miles  from 
east  to  west,  and  about  twenty-one  miles  from  north  to  south. 
The  county  is  watered  by  numerous  streams,  among  which 
may  be  mentioned  the  Des  Moines  river,  (which  passes  through 
the  north-east  comer,)  Soap  Greek,  Salt  Creek,  Jaquest,  (com- 
monly called  Chequest,)  Fox  river,  Fabius  and  north  and  south 
Wyacondah.  These  water  courses  will  each  be  noticed  here- 
after separately. 
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Along  and  in  tlie  vidnity  of  all  the  rivers  and  crceka  of  die 
connty,  is  a  great  abnndance  of  fine  timber — such  as  black 
■walnut,  liickorj,  olm,  white,  red  and  burr  oak,  Hun,  cottonwood, 
birch,  ImckbeiTv,  soft  and  liard  maple,  &c.,  &c.  Stone  coal 
of  a  fine  quality  is  found  in  beds  or  veins  of  from  two  to  ^gbt 
feet  in  tliickness  alotig  all  the  streams  and  large  ravines  in  the 
north  half  oi  the  county.  In  the  eame  part  of  the  coQQty, 
lime  and  sand  stone  in  inexhaustible  quantities  is  also  foiud. 
This  stone  is  much  used  lor  building  purposes  already,  and  ia 
time  to  come  must  prove  very  valuable  to  our  citizens.  Much 
of  the  water  cement  used  in  the  construction  of  the  slack- 
water  dams  of  the  Des  Moines  river  was  prepared  in  Davis ; 
and,  although  the  Des  Moines  slack-water  improvement  turned 
out  to  be  a  failure,  so  I'ar  as  navigation  is  concerned,  thera  is 
no  quoBtion  but  the  cement  proved  a  success  I  The  prairies  are 
rolling,  but  not  hilly — rich  and  very  productive.  As  an  evi- 
denco  of  the  productive  capacity  of  our  soil,  it  may  be  men* 
tioned  that,  at  the  second  aunual  fair  of  the  Davis  County  Ag> 
ricultural  Society,  corn  was  exhibited  which  was  harvested 
from  an  acre  of  ground  that  produced  one  hundred  and  thirijf- 
eiffht  bus/ida  that  season !  And  at  our  third  annnal  Fair,  the 
premium  was  awarded  to  a  gentleman  who  liarvested  in  that 
r  iioo  humlred   aiid    thirteen    buaheh  from  a  single  1 
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slionld  bo  allowed  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  receding 
red  man.  Up  to  this  time,  with  a  few  exceptions,  there  were 
no  white  inhabitants  within  our  present  limits;  and  the  excep- 
tions consisted  of  a  small  settlement  from  Missouri  and  Ken- 
tnckj  along  onr  southern  border,  on  that  part  of  Iowa  then 
claimed  by  Missouri,  (known  to  our  people  as  the  ^^  disputed 
territory,"  which  will  be  more  fully  noticed  hereafter,)  and  a 
few  ^quaUera  on  the  extreme  eastern  portion  of  the  county,  on 
that  part  of  the  first,  or  "  Black  Hawk  purchase,"  now  in- 
cluded within  our  jurisdiction. 

OROAmZATION. 

Prior  to  18^4,  oijr  county  had  no  political  organization  of  its 
own,  but  was  attached  to  the  county  of  Van  Buren  for  elec- 
tion, judicial  and  other  purposes,  but  by  the  first  of  January 
in  that  year,  emigration  had  swelled  the  population  to  a  sufii- 
cient  number  to  justify  our  organization.  To  that  end  the  leg- 
islative body  of  die  territory  of  Iowa,  on  the  16th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, ehacted  a  law  providing  for  our  organization  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  March,  1844.  From  that  act  I  will  make 
the  following  extract: 

"  Seo.  2.  That  the  Clerk  of  the  District  Court  of  said  coun- 
ty shall,  and  in  case  there  should  be  no  such  Clerk  appointed 
and  qualified,  or  for  any  cause  said  office  should  become  va- 
cant, on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  March,  1844,  then  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of 
Yan  Buren  county,  to  proceed  to  establish,  temporarily,  six 
election  precincts  in  said  county,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the 
first  election  in  said  county  as  hereinafter  provided ;  and  also 
give  notice  for  the  holding  such  election  on  the  first  Monday 
of  April,  1844,  by  posting  up,  or  causing  to  be  posted  up,  three 
written  or  printed  notices  of  said  election  in  each  of  the  elec- 
tion precincts  so  established,  at  least  ten  days  previous  to  hold- 
ing said  election ;  also  to  appoint  three  judges  of  said  election 
for  each  precinct  in  said  county,  and  issue  certificates  to  said 
judges  of  their  appointment. 

"  Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  legal  for  the  inhabitants  of  said  coun- 
ty, at  such  special  election,  to  elect  the  following  officers,  who 
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shall  hold  their  offlcos  until  the  next  general  election  thoe- 
after,  to-wit:  Tliree  County  CommissionerB,  one  Judge  of 
Probate,  one  County  Treaaarer,  one  Clerk  of  the  Boaid  of 
County  CommisBioners,  one  County  Kecorder,  one  Ootm^ 
Snrreyor,  one  County  ABsesBor,  one  Sheriff,  one  Coroner,  one 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures;  also,  for  each  election  pre- 
dnct,  two  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  two  Constables;  which 
officers  when  so  elected  wilt  enter  into  the  same  bonds  and  be 
qualified  in  the  same  manner  as  is  now  repaired  by  law.  That 
the  retnrnB  of  said  election  Bball  be  made  to  the  peraon  ordering 
the  same,  within  ten  days  alter  holding  such  election,  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  now  provided  for  by  law.  *  •  # 
"  Sbo.  9.  That  Charles  H.  Price  of  Tan  Bnren  connfy, 
Thomas  Wright,  of  Henry  county,  and  John  Brown,  of  Lee 
county,  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  CommissionerB  to 
locate  and  establiBh  the  Beat  of  Justice  of  said  county  of  DaTie. 
Said  ComniisBioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  meet  at  the 
house  of  Koble  C.  Barron,  in  said  county  of  DaviB,  on  the  first 
Monday  of  April,  18M,  or  on  such  otiier  day  during  the  said 
month  of  April  as  they  or  a  majority  of  them  may  agree,  and 
proceed  to  locate  and  establish  the  seat  of  justice  of  said  conn- 
ty  as  near  the  geographical  center  of  said  county  as  said  Com- 
missionerB may  deem  proper,  paying  due  regard  to  the  present 
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the  following  named  persons  were  elected,  to-wit :  Samuel 
W.  McAtee,  Abram  Weaver  and  William  D.  Evans,  County 
Commissioners ;  Gabriel  S.  Lockman,  County  Surveyor ;  Israel 
Kister,  Recorder;  Greenbury  Willis,  Assessor;  Fortunatus  C. 
Humble,  Sheriff.;  Franklin  Street,  County  Commissioner's 
Clerk;  Miles  Tatlock,  Judge  of  Probate;  Calvin  Taylor, 
Treasurer ;  William  McConnack,  Coroner ;  and  George  Titus, 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures.  At  this  election  there  were 
322  votes  polled,  (including  two  precincts  in  what  is  now  Ap- 
panoose county,)  and  at  one  precinct  there  were  one  hundred 
and  one  persons  voted  for  that  day !  And  at  another  pre- 
cinct, where  one  hundred  and  twelve  votes  were  cast,  the 
voters  "  had  a  high  old  time."  About  10  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, a  Mr.  Mcintosh  arrived  at  the  polls  with  a  barrel  of  whis- 
ky, on  a  log  sled,  (an  article  much  used  in  "  ye  olden  tyme," 
and  denominated  by  the  squatters  a  "  lizard,")  which  he  had 
hauled  some  ten  miles  with  a  pair  of  two  year  old  steers.  Im- 
mediately upon  his  arrival  it  was  tapped,  and  by  3  o'clock  in. 
the  afternoon  there  was  not  a  drop  of  whisky  to  he  had! 
This  is  literally  true — the  whole  of  it  had  been  drank  by  those 
at  the  polls.  It  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  say  whether  any  of 
the  voters  were  drunk  or  sober !  But  we  will  say,  however, 
that  between  1  o'clock  and  the  time  of  leaving  the  polls,  there 
were  no  less  than  seven  fights,  besides  much  other  ^^  noise  and 
confusion."  The  greatest  efforts  were  made  by  the  peace  offi- 
cers (self  constituted)  to  preserve  order  and  prevent  disturb- 
ance, and  a  person  whose  name  we  do  not  recollect,  mounted 
<Hi  the  head  of  the  empty  whisky  barrel,  and  ^^  in  the  name 

and  by  the  authority  of  Jehovah  and  the  United  States  of 
America,"  commanded  the  peace,  and  notified  the  tumultuous 
assemblage  that  if  they  refused  to  obey,  '^  he'd  have  their 
hides  on  a  pole  in  less  than  fifteen  nunutes,  as  a  sample." 
Bat,  being  filled  with  the  spirit^  his  threats  of  a  rapid  march 
to  ^  kingdom  come"  made  not  the  least  impression  upon  the 
crowd,  and  the  muss  went  on  until  it  ended  of  its  ''  own  free 
will  and  accord." 


COL.   OABPENTEB. 

The  persons  elected  at  this,  our  first  election,  received 
14 


cer- 
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tiflcales  thereof  from  Mr.  Cftrpenter,  the  Clerk,  and  wen 
sworn  and  regularly  inducted  in  office  by  him.  Mr.  Carpoiter 
was  from  Yermont,  a  gentleman  of  eome  public  spirit  and  pri- 
vate enterprise.  He  was  a  Colonel  of  the  Iowa  Militia  In  eartj 
days,  and  held  the  office  of  District  Clerk  from  the  settlemuit 
of  the  county  until  after  the  adoption  of  the  State  Oonstitn- 
tion,  and  then  refused  a  nomination  tendered  him  by  a  demo- 
cratic county  convention  for  the  Clerkship,  and  accepted  diat 
of  Prosecuting  Attorney.  To  this  latter  office  ho  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  over  his  shrewd  competitor.  Powers  fttchey, 
a  very  prominent  citizen  of  our  county  in  the  days  of  "Jim- 
mer."  The  Colonel  removed  to  Texas  in  1857,  where  he  died 
soon  afterwards. 

COUSTT   COUKT. 

The  county  being  tbns  organized,  on  the  I3th  day  of  April, 
18i4,  Mr.  McAtee  and  Mr.  Weaver,  two  of  the  County  Com- 
missioners elect,  assembled  at  the  honse  of  Col.  Stiles  S.  Car- 
penter, and  being  duly  qualified,  organized  a  CoorL  Tho  sea- 
son had  been  very  wet— a  great  deal  of  rain  had  fallen,  and 
all  the  creeks  and  branches,  as  well  as  the  ravines  in  the  pnu- 
ries,  were  filled  to  the  brim  with  water  running  in  swift  car- 
rents,  while  a  great  portion  of  the  more  level  country  pre- 
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the  place  agreed  upon  for  the  first  meeting  of  the  Coant  j 
Goart,  and  which  was  about  one  mile  and  a  half  south-east  of 
the  present  coanty  seat  On  the  13th  of  April,  at  the  break 
of  day,  I  started,  on  foot,  to  meet  the  other  Commissioners. 
The  streams  were  all  past  fording,  and  of  course  no  bridges : 
and  when  I  came  to  a  stream  too  deep  to  wade  by  rolling  up 
my  breeches,  and  where  a  log  could  not  be  had  to  cross  on,  I 
polled  off  my  clothes,  placed  them  on  my  head,  drawing  my 
hat  over  them,  I  tied  them  on  by  drawing  my  suspenders  over 
the  top  and  tying  them  under  my  chin*  Having  thus  secured 
my  clothes,  I  either  waded  or  swam  the  stream,  as  the  case  re- 
qnired,  and  reaching  the  opposite  shore,  I  dressed  myself  and 
resnmed  my  tramp,  crossing  thus  each  stream  that  lay  in  my 
road,  until  I  arrived  at  the  place  where  the  Court  sat." 

THE   COUET   UP  A  TBEB. 

Mr.  Weaver,  who  had  aqucUied  in  a  different  part  of  the 
ooanty  from  that  in  which  Mr.  McAtee  had  taken  his  claim — 
8ome  distance  from  the  place  where  the  Court  met,  and  be- 
yond the  waters  of  Jaquest — also  encountered  creeks  and  ra- 
vines which  seemed  to  defy  a  passage.  But  being  endowed 
mth  the  '^  spirit  of  progress,"  as  all  the  early  pioneers  were, 
and  remembering  the  encouraging  words,  once  upon  a  time, 
addressed,  after  this  manner,  to  an  individual  who  had  met 
reverses,  "  It  will  never  do  to  give  it  up  so,  Mr.  Brown !"  he 
determined  to  proceed.  Having  doffed  his  buckskin  breeches, 
(which  by  all  means  must  be  kept  dry,)  he  succeeded  in  ford- 
bg  (afoot)  all  the  branches  and  ravines  that  lay  in  his  way, 
without  much  difficulty,  until  he  reached  the  banks  of  the  Ja- 
qaest  Its  depth,  at  the  place  he  had  encountered  it,  was  too 
uncertain  to  risk  wading,  and  its  swift  current  too  formidable 
finr  him  to  undertake  to  swim,  with  a  lame  arm,  and  keep  his 
backakins  dry.  He  therefore  concluded  to  reoonnoiter,  and  a 
little  distance  up  the  stream  he  espied  a  tree  that  ha  fallen  from 
the  opposite  bank,  the  top  of  which  extended  nearly  across  to 
the  north  aide  of  the  creek  where  he  stood.  To  enable  him  to 
reach  the  trunk  of  the  fallen  tree,  on  which  he  donbted  not  he 
eoeld  walk  over  '^dry  shod,"  he  climbed  a  hickoiy  sapling 
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which  etood  at  the  water's  edgo,  and  throwing  his  weight  in 
directioB  of  the  log  he  deeired  to  use  as  a  bridge,  the  eaphDg 
yielded  and  held  liim  Buspended  over  it,  some  t«n  or  twelve 
feet  from  the  shore.  Placing  his  feet  upon  tho  log,  he  aacer 
tained  that  it  would  not  bear  him  np !  The  sapling  refused  to 
straighten  with  the  weight  of  one-third  of  a  Countj  Conrt 
holding  to  its  top  brancheti,  and  hence  Mr.  Weaver  was  placed 
in  a  very  unenviable  situation,  and  in  a  quandry !  He  made 
several  incfiectual  attempts  to  gain  the  shore  he  had  just  left, 
but  the  branches  of  the  sapling  all  stood  tlie  wrong  way  for 
him.  Finally  his  hold  gave  way,  and  he  sat  astraddle  of  the 
log  in  water  almost  to  hie  shouldei'S  I  He  made  his  way  to  the 
shore  the  best  way  he  could,  and  proceeded  on  his  journey 
witli  less  difficulty,  crOBsingFox  river  and  other  small  streams; 
he  met  Mr,  McAtee  about  10  o'clocV,  a,  m.  But  little  business 
was  transacted  at  this  session  of  the  County  Court,  hut  among 
other  things  it  was  ordered  that  the  Coroner  be  directed  to 
proceed  to  the  counties  of  Van  Buren,  Henry  and  Lee,  to  notify 
the  Commissioners,  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  to 
ilocato  the  seat  of  justice,  of  their  appointment.  Some  time 
during  that  month  tlie  Commissioners  assembled  at  the  house 
named  in  tlie  Act  of  February  15th ;  and  proceeded  to  locate 
the  seat  of  justice  near  the  center  of  the  county — being  on  the 
north  cast  quarter  of  section  twent^'-five,  township  sijity-nine. 
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oonrt  was  held,  \?a8  a  small  cabin,  made  of  round  logs;  and 
stood  in  what  is  now  Franklin  street,  just  west  of  Columbia 
and  was  the  first  house  of  any  kind  whatever  built  on  the  town 
site.  At  that  date  tliis  house  was  not  only  used  (though  nom- 
inally 80,)  for  a  Court  room,  but  was  also  ^  hotel  of  the  county, 
and  especially  of  the  county  town.  Dr.  Barron,  the  indefatig- 
able landlord,  had  not  been  unmindful  of  the  approaching 
period,  when  the  locating  Commissioners  and  the  County 
Court,  with  their  advisers  and  hangers  on  would  become  guests 
at  his  house,  but  the  exceedingly  wet  weather  and  high  waters 
completely  unjointed  all  manner  of  business  in  this  locality,  and 
the  Dr.  among  the  rest  was  unable  to  visit  his  neighbors,  and 
was  therefore  but  illy  prepared  to  accommodate  those  who  had 
of  liberally  patronized  his  inn.  The  Court  remained  in  session 
from  Monday  morning  till  Wednesday  evening,  and  we  have 
been  informed  by  that  body  that  the  bill  of  fare  for  the  whole 
session  consisted  of  one  large  (old)  rooster,  a  small  quantity  of 
butter,  tea,  without  milk  or  sugar,  with' a  fair  supply  of  flour." 
The  house  of  Dr.  Barron  was  considered  the  Court  room,  but 
the  Court  sat  on  a  wagon  box  turned  upside  down,  under  the 
shade  of  an  oak  tree  which  stood  near  the  hotel.  It  was  at 
this  time  and  place  that  our  town  received  a  name,  which  was 
determined  as  we  learn  by  the  records,  by  lot.  Mr.  McAtee 
was  in  fevor  of  naming  the  town  Jefferson;  Mr.  Weaver,  Davis; 
and  Mr.  Evans,  Bloomjield.  Each  of  these  names  were  written 
on  slips  of  paper  and  placed  in  a  hat,  and  the  Clerk  of  the 
Board  (Mr.  Street,)  directed  to  draw  one  ot  the  ballots  which 
was  to  settle  the  question.  The  result  of  the  drawing  decided 
the' name  of  the  county  town  to  be  Bloomfield. 

The  records  up  to  this  time,  and  for  two  or  three  sessions 
afterwards,  were  kept  on  sheets  of  common  foolscap  paper,  and 
when  a  record  book  was  procured,  those  scraps  of  paper  con- 
taining the  first  record  of  our  county,  were  rolled  together  and 
tied  with  a  string,  in  which  condition  they  remained  until  a 
few  years  ago,  when  Hon.  Samuel  A.  Moore,  then  our  County 
Judge,  had  them  put  in  better  shape  for  preservation,  by  caus- 
ing them  to  be  bound  in  a  substantial  manner. 

It  may  be  thought  by  some  that  Mr.  McAtee's  preference 
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for  Jefenon  at  the  Dame  of  the  connty  seat  ot  Davia  oaaatj^ 
n  Bnggeetire  of  a  partiality  in  foVor  of  the  PreHident  and  leader 
of  tho  insDrgentB  in  the  rebellions  States,  but  BDch  is  not  the 
case.  Oor  county,  as  will  appear  in  another  place,  was  not 
named  in  honor  of  the  great  Missisappi  Ropndiator,  and  more- 
over, in  184i,  he  was  bat  little  known  beyong  the  limits  of  his 
own  £tate.  It  was  in  honor  of  Thomas  Jefferson  that  Hr. 
McAtee  desired  to  name  onr  county  town. 

SECOND   ELEOTIOS 

The  second  election  held  in  our  county,  was  on  the  first 
Monday  of  August,  1844,  at  which  time  there  were  378  votes 
polled.  The  number  of  candidates  for  office  -was  thirty-aeven — 
beini;  less  than  eleven  votes  to  the  candidate !  A  majority  oC 
the  voters  of  the  territory  having  decided  at  the  April  election 
in  favor  of  a  Convention  for  the  formation  of  a  State  Coustita. 
tion,  the  people  of  onr  county  were  authorized  by  the  act  of 
June  19th,  1814,  to  elect  two  members  to  that  Convention, 
The  election  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Jesse  C.  Blankenahip 
(Whig)  and  Sam'I  W.  McAtee  (Democrat)  as  members  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention ;  Willis  Faught,  (D.)  William  Wal- 
ker, (W.)  and  Ezra  M.  Eorkham,  (D.)  as  County  Commissioners; 
Samuel  Itiggs,  (D.)  as  Sheriff;  Israel  Kister,  (D.)  as  Recorder; 
Franklin  Street.  (D.)  as  Clerk  of  the  lioard  of  County  Com- 
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sBd  some  one  was  sare  to  be  elected  to  office,  wliether  the 
board  of  judges  had  a  box  with  a  lock  and  key  or  not.  We 
have  been  informed  by  Mr.  F.  C.  Humble,  our  first  SheriflT, 
frho  was  one  of  the  judges  of  this  election  at  a  precinct  on  the 
north  side  of  Fox  river,  that  one  of  those  long  wooden  chums 
was  used  as  a  ballot  box.  The  board  of  election  sat  in  a  log 
smoke  house  on  the  heads  of  barrels,  and  Mr.  Humble  received 
the  tickets  from  tlio  hands  of  the  sovereigns  through  a  crack 
of  the  cabin,  placed  the  ballots  in  the  churn  and  used  liis  leg 
for  a  covering  of  the  box. 

FIBST  DISTEICT  COURT. 

The  first  District  Court  was  organized  at  Bloomfield,  on  the 
23d  day  of  September,  1844 — Hon.  Charles  Mason  being 
Judge ;  Hon.  L.  D.  Stockton,  District  Attorney ;  John  Leffler, 
Esq.,  Deputy  U.  S.  Marshal ;  Col.  Stiles  S.  Carpenter,  Clerk  ; 
and  Samuel  Biggs,  Sheriff.  The  Court  being  thus  organized, 
the  Judge  directed  the  Sheriff  to  summon  twenty-four  good 
and  lawful  men  to  sit  as  a  petit  jury  for  the  term ;  and  the  fol- 
lowing named  gentlemen  were  summoned,  to-wit :  William 
Bonebrake,  Joshua  Cocklerease,  William  Maize,  Frederick 
Atchinson,  Albert  M.  Hathaway,  Leven  N.  English,  John  W. 
Ellis,  James  Philpot,  Fleming  Mize,  John  Bonta,  Abram 
Weaver,  John  Bragg,  Anderson  Willis,  Philip  Hamble,  Joseph 
Carter,  Greenbiuy  Willis,  Isaac  Atterbery,  Bobert  R  Hill 
John  Denison,  Samuel  Starr,  William  T.  J  ohnson,  George  W! 
Lester,  Bobert  Merchant,  and  Kathanial  Ham.  This  last 
name  stands  on  the  records  Nathanial,  but  it  should  be  Mat- 
ikkuD.  There  being  but  little  business  requiring  the  inter- 
vention of  a  Court  at  that  time,  this  term  remained  in  session 
bat  one  day.  No  Grand  Jury  was  empaneled.  The  only  jury 
trial  this  term  was  the  case  of  William  Willis,  plaintiff^  vs. 
William  Hendricks  and  Thomas  Eelly,  defendants,  in  an 
action  of  replevin.  From  the  record  we  learn  that  'Hhe  parties 
joined  issue  upon  a  plea  of  Not  GuiUy^  whereupon  came  a  Jury, 
to-wit :  Abram  Weaver,  Bobert  Merchant,  John  W.  Ellis,  John 
Bonta,  G.  W.  Lester,  M.  D.  Ham,  James  Philpot,  William  T. 
JohnaoDi  Josef^  Carter,  Albert  M.  Hathaway,  8.  Starri  and 
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John  Denison,  who  being  duly  elected,  tried  and  sworn  to  try 
the  issue  joined,  on  their  oatlis  do  say,  wc,  the  jury,  find  the 
defendant  WiiUam  Hendricks  gulhy,  and  assess  the  plaiDtiFB 
damages  at  one  cent,  and  that  the  satd  defendant,  ThomtiB 
Kelly,  go  hence  without  day."  This,  the  first  tenn  of  the 
Uisti-ict  Court  was  held  in  a  new  cabin  near  Dr.  Barrons  Hotel, 
and  waa  the  second  house  built  upon  the  town  quarter.  The 
room  was  12  by  16  feet.  The  jury  retired  to  consult  of  their 
verdict  to  the  liajsel  brush  in  a  low  ravine  about  fifty  yards  from 
tlie  court  room,  and  sat  upon  the  trunk  of  a  fallen  tree,  near  a 
pool  of  water  which  they  mixed  with  the  whisky  used  doring 
the  time  of  their  consultation.  There  being  hut  two  honaee  in 
town,  and  the  court  about  to  sit,  many  of  the  aetUera  were  per- 
plexed and  sorely  puzzled,  for  the  hotel  would  be  oveirau 
with  custom,  and  the  other  house  would  be  occupied  as  a  eoart 
room,  and  how  could  a  court  be  held  without  a  grocery  I  But 
the  inventive  genius  or  natural  instinct  of  Hardin  D.  Paris 
eu^ested  the  idea  of  erecting  a  temporary  shed  against  the 
side  of  Dr.  iiarron's  Hotel,  and  upon  a  block  of  wood,  behind 
a  split  puncheon  for  a  counter,  stood  a  barrel  of  whisky,  whidi 
he  had  "the  privilege  of  retailing  in  less  quantities  than  one 
gallon"  to  the  settlers.  And  notwithstanding  the  court  remain- 
1  but  one  day,  most  of  those  who  came  to  court  re. 


1864.]  COU^TTY  OF  DAVIS.  305 

Bnch  conflicts  within  the  borders  of  our  county.  Two  or  three 
cases,  however,  we  have  thought  might  be  interesting,  and  will, 
therefore,  make  a  note  of  them.  Aside  from  these,  the  excite- 
ment among  the  squatters  on  the  ^'Dispute''  at  the  apperance 
of  the  tax  gatherer  (whose  custom  it  was  to  pay  them  annual 
visits  for  the  first  two  or  three  years,)  make  up  our  share  of  the 
''famous  Missouri  war,'*  which  raged  to  no  mean  extent  along 
the  border,  betwe'en  tbo  citizens  of  our  sister  county  of  Van 
Buren  and  the  militia  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 

SHERIFFS  IN  TBO0BLE. 

One  case  of  some  magnitude  in  which  a  deputy  Sheriff  of 
Schuyler  county  Missouri,  residing  on  the  "Dispute,"  was  sen- 
tenced to  the  Penitentiary,  was  commenced  on  the  9th  of 
March,  1845,  by  the  filing  of  an  affidavit  by  Paschal  Smith, 
'Hhat  on  the  9th  day  of  March,  1845,  three  certain  persons 
whose  names  are  unknown  to  the  deponent,  did  falsely  impris- 
on one  Frederick  Atchison,  by  unlawfully  violating  the  per- 
Bonal  liberty  of  the  aforesaid  Atchison,"  &c  This  affidavit 
was  filed  before  L.  C.  Evans,  an  Iowa  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
residing  on  the  "Dispute,"  who  issued  a  warrant  '4n  the  name 
of  the  U.  S?^  which  was  duly  served  by  the  Sheriff  of  Davis 
County,  as  wb  learn  from  the  docket  of  the  justice,  "by  bring- 
ing into  Court  Preston  MuUinix,  Wm.  P.  Linder  and  E.  B. 
Cochran."  Upon  the  investigation  of  the  case  before  the  justice 
Mr.  Linder  and  Mr.  Cochran  ^Srere  discharged,"  and  Mr.  Mul- 
linix  "held  to  bail  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  for  his 
appearance  at  the  next  term  of  the  District  Court  to  be  held 
Bt  Bloomfield,  commencing  April  J  4th,  1845."  Mr.  Mullinix 
gave  bail  for  his  appearance,  with  Linder  and  Cochran  as  his 
sureties.  At  the  April  term  of  Bind  Court,  the  said  P^reston 
Mullinix  and  William  P.  Linder  were  indicated  by  the  grand 
jury.  The  indictment  was  drawn  and  signed  by  "L.  D.  Stock- 
too,  District  Prosecutor  for  the  1st  Judicial  District,  L  T.," 
and  endorsed  "A  true  bill,  A.  Weaver,  foreman."  This  indict- 
ment contained  seven  counts,  the  first  of  which  read,  "That 
Preaton  Mullinix  and  William  P.  Linder,  at  the  county  of 

Davia,  on  the  9th  day  of  March,  1845,  with  force  and  arms  did 
15 
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tmlawfnlly  violate  the  penooal  liberty,  of  Frederick  Atduwm, 
bjr  confiBing  and  detaining  the  said  Atchison  withoat  any  legal 
authority  eo  to  do ;  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  United 
States,  and  contrary  to  the  statnte  of  aaid  territory,  in  snch  case 
made  and  provided."  On  thel6thof  tbemonththedefendants 
irere  arraigned  apon  the  indictment  before  the  court,  and  plead 
"Not  Gnilty."  Said  Linder  "desired  the  Court  to  aasiga  him 
counsel,  thereupon  the  Court  appointed  Geo.  G.  'Wright  and 
Samuel  W.  Summers,  Esqrs,  as  defendants  counsel  in  this  case." 
He  was  then  put  upon  trial  by  a  jury  of  twelve  men,  who 
made  and  returned  the  following  verdict,  to-wit :  We  the  jury, 
find  the  defendant  William  F.  Linder,  guilty  on  the  first  count 
of  said  indictment,  and  not  guilty  on  the  other  connte  of  said 
indictments."  The  said  Linder  having  nothing  to  say  why 
the  sentence  of  the  Court  should  not  be  pronounced,  according 
to  law,  "It  is  considered  by  the  Court  that  the  said  William  P. 
lander,  be  fined  the  sum  ot  twenty  five  dollars  and  that  be  be 
imprisoned  in  the  penitentiary  of  this  territoiy  at  hard  labor 
for  and  during  the  space  of  ten  days,  and  that  he  pay  the  coat 
of  this  prosecution."  During  the  trial  of  this  cause,  the  fol- 
lowing bills  of  exceptions  were  taken,  to-wit :  " that  on  the 

trial  of  this  canse,  the  defendant  by  his  counsel  moved  tlie 
Court  to  exclude  a  jnror  who  answered  that  he  had  fonaed 
and  expreaaed  an  ooinioii.  as  to  wblch  was  the  true  line  betwe< 
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excepts  to  the  same,  and  prays  that  this,  his  bill  of  exceptions 
may  be  signed  and  sealed,  and  made  a  part  of  the  record  which 
is  accordingly  done.  April  17,  '46,  Charles  Mason,  [seaL] 
Jadge."  As  soon  as  the  sentence  of  the  Court  was  pronounced, 
a  mesenger  was  dispatched  to  the  Governor  of  the  territory, 
praying  that  Linder  be  pardoned.  The  prayer  of  the  petition 
was  granted  by  the  Governor,  and  the  Missouri  official  was  set 
at  liberty.  The  case  of  Preston  Mnllinix,  was  continued  from 
time  to  time,  until  the  boundary  line  was  established  by  a  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  when  the 
defendant  was  discharged. 

TWO  SHERIFFS  IK  TBOUBLE. 

Anotlier  case  in  which  both  Missouri  and  an  Iowa  Sheriff 
were  indicted,  began  to  appear  in  the  Courts  of  Iowa  and  Mis- 
Bonri,  in  September,  1845.  About  the  beginning  of  this  year? 
the  militia  of  the  beligerant  powers  had  retired  from  the  field 
of  their  operations,  all  covered  with  military  glory,  leaving 
the  ^^Dispnte"  in  hands  and  under  the  control  of  civil  authority. 
In  those  days  a  great  many  rig8  were  played  off  on  the  people 
in  this  meridian,  and  it  so  happened  that  one  Jonathan  Biggs 
was  Sheriff  of  Schuyler  county,  Missouri,  and  one  Samuel 
Biggs  was  Sheriff  of  Davis  county,  Iowa.  Both  Jonathan  and 
Samuel  resided  on  the  ^'Dispute,"  and  in  the  exercise  of  the 
daties  imposed  upon  Jonathan  by  the  laws  of  Missouri,  as 
sheriff,  which  office  had  been  bestowed  upon  him  by  the  suf. 
finages  of  a  free  people,  he  seized  upon  the  property  of  some 
ijuaUer^  to  satisfy  an  execution  issued  from  some  court  in  that 
State.  This  not  being  entirely  to  the  liking  of  pioneers  a  writ 
was  issned  from  an  Iowa  court,  placed  in  the  hands  of  Samuel 
1^  forthwith  arrested  Jonathan.  He  was  found  guilty  of 
^erasing  the  office  of  sheriff  without  lawful  authority ;''  and 
held  to  bail  for  his  appearance  at  the  District  Court  of  our 
Oounty.  Although  abundantly  able  to  do  so,  he  refused  to 
give  bail  for  his  appearance,  and  was  therefore  taken  to  the 
smithshop  of  Joel.  C.  Wheeler,  and  placed  in  irons,  and  thence 
eonveyed  by  Samuel  and  his  deputies  to  the  jail  of  Yan  Bnren 
eoimty.    Here  he  remained  twenty  days  and  twenty  nights, 
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and  Tas  then  released  on  bail  for  his  appearance.  Havmg 
retomed  to  hie  home  aod  family  on  the  "Dispute,"  his  friends 
procored  a  warrant  from  the  Circuit  Court  of  Schuyler  county 
MiBsonri,  against  Samuel,  which  Jonathan  preceded  to  execute 
without  delay,  by  arresting  and  carr^'ing  Samuel  to  the  county 
seat  of  Schnyler.  Kot  admiring  the  inside  of  the  Missouri  jail, 
Samuel  entered  into  bonds  for  his  appearance  when  the  conrt 
should  sit,  and  returned  home.  Being  now  oven  on  the  score 
of  arr-Eting  SheritTE,  in  imitation  perhaps  of  JowUAan  and 
David  of  old,  our  Jonathan  and  Samuel  agreed  to  proaecnte 
each  other  no  farther,  nnlees  compelled  bo  to  do  by  the  laws  of 
the  respective  powers  tliey  had  the  honor  of  representing — on 
the  "JJiBpute."  But  on  the  22nd  day  of  September,  the 
District  Court  of  Davis  county  met,  and  "the  Grand  Jurors  for 
the  Territory  of  Iowa,  duly  empanneled  and  sworn  to  enquire 
in  and  for  the  body  of  said  county  of  Davis,"  proceeded  upon 
their  oaths  to  present  "that  Jonathan  Riggs  of  said  county  did, 
on  the  5th  day  of  May,  1845,  within  the  limits  of  said  territory 
of  Iowa,  then  and  there  accept  of  the  office  of  Sheriff  of  llie 
county  of  Schuyler,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  irom  the  authority 
of  said  State,  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  United 
States,"  &c.  This  indictment  contains  three  other  connts,  and 
is  signed  by  "William  Thompson,  Dist.  pros,  pro  tan."  and 
indorsed,  "A  true  bill,  Andrew  Leech,  foreman."    Abont  the 
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IIISTORT  OF  MARSHALL  COUNTY. 

Prior  to  the  time  of  the  settlement  of  this  county  by  the 
whites,  it  was  inhabited  by  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribes  of  Indians, 
remnants  of  the  once  powerful  Indian  nation  presided  over  by 
the  famed  Black  Hawk.  A  portion  of  these  Indians  have  re- 
tnmed  here,  and  live  in  tliis  and  Tama  county,  by  permission  of 
the  State  Legislature,  at  the  request  of  the  citizens  of  these  two 
eonnties.  They  now  call  themselves  Musqnakas,  and  appear  to 
be  incapable  of  civilization.  A  few  Potto wattomies  are  also  in 
this  county. 

In  the  winter  of  1847,  a  body  of  Mormons,  in  their  Ilegira 
from  Nauvoo,  in  Illinois,  camped  and  stayed  through  the 
winter,  on  the  bottoms,  in  the  timber  just  north  of  where 
Marshall  now  stands.  Here  famine  and  disease  attacked  them 
and  many  of  them  perished.  They  peeled  nearly  all  the  red 
Elm  trees  in  the  timber  and  used  the  powdered  bark  as  a 
aabstitute  for  meal  in  the  making  of  bread. 

The  first  permanent  settler  in  this  county,  was  Joseph  Dav- 
idson, in  the  east  part  of  the  county,  near  the  line  of  Tama,  in 
year  1847,  who  was  soon  followed  by  his  brother,  William 
Davidson.  These  men  had  considerable  trouble  with  the  In- 
dians, between  whom  there  was  no  good  feeling. 

The  first  settlement  of  any  considerable  size,  was  opened  on 
Timber  Creek,  the  south  side  of  the  grove,  in  1848.  The 
pioneers  of  this  settlement  were  Joseph  M.  Ferguson,  and 
Jonah  Cooper.  After  this,  the  country  filling  up  pretty  rapidly, 
the  county  was  organized  in  1849,  J.  M.  Ferguson  acting  as 
organizing  Sheriff. 

In  May  1850  some  of  the  settlers,  having  no  love  for  the 
Indians,  and  wanting  to  get  rid  of  them,  went  down  to  the 
Indian  village  on  the  river,  just  east  of  the  county  line,  and 
the  Indians  being  absent  on  a  hunting  party,  burnt  all  their 
wigwams,  com  &c.     The  people  were  alarmed ;  fearing  the 
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Indians  would  wreak  tbeir  vengence,  iadiscriminataly,  upon 
all  tlie  white  settlers  as  soon  as  their  Chief,  who  was  absent  at 
Washington,  should  return.  They  therefore  got  together  and 
having  despatched  John  Braddy  and  another  person  after  arms 
and  amnnition,  erected  a  stockade  fort  out  of  puncheons,  on 
Berk's  hill,  just  east  of  where  his  hoase  now  stands,  wbidt 
thej  called  Fort  Kobinson ;  and  in  tliis  twenty-four  familieB 
took  refuge.  It  was  commenced  on  the  eleventh  day  of  Jane 
1850,  and  was  occnpied  as  soon  as  it  was  finished. 

"While  they  were  engaged  in  building  the  fort,  some  ot  the 
Indians  having  returned  and  found  their  village  burned,  visited 
the  white  settlement  on  Timber  Creek  to  find  out  if  their  ans- 
picions  as  to  who  had  burned  their  town  were  correct.  They 
felt  no  ill  will  only  towards  the  perpetrators  of  the  outrage^ 
and  these  they  would  have,  undoubtedly,  scalped  coold  they 
have  got  at  them.  The  whites  fearing  treachery,  told  the 
Indians,  who  were  somewhat  surprised  when  they  saw  the 
fort  in  process  of  erection,  that  they  were  building  it  as  a  pro- 
tection agfunst  the  Sioux,  whom  they  expected  were  going  to 
make  an  iuroad  into  the  settlement  Upon  hearing  this,  the 
Musqnakas  who  have  ever  been  the  sworn  and  hereditary  en. 
emies  of  the  Sioux,  offered  »their  aervices  in  defence  of  the 
whites  in  giving  battle  to  the  Sioux,  side  by  side  with  the 
white  men.     This  offer,  bo  generously  made,  waa  declined  ;  and 
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used  for  a  Conrt  House,  is  now  used  as  a  horse  stable,  by  N. 
L.  Bnnce,  in  Marshall.  Only  one  case  was  tried  at  this  term, 
and  that  a  divorce  suit. 

In  1851  the  highest  water  ever  known  in  these  parts  oc- 
curred. Streams  became  so  high  that  it  was  impossible  to  get 
to  mill,  and  the  nearest  was  sixty  or  eighty  miles  distant. 
The  settlers  had  to  do  the  best  they  could  under  the  circum- 
Btanoes,  and  resorted  to  com  boiled  whole  and  the  near-failing 
hog-meat,  for  food. 

The  first  settlement  made  on  the  town  site  of  Marshall  was 
made  in  the  Spring  of  this  year  by  Henry  Anson.  He  then 
bnflt  the  house,  a  log  one,  lately  owned  and  occupied  by  Samuel 
Dwigfat,  and  made  a  pre-emption  of  the  land  now  covered  by 
the  town.  "While  Mr.  Anson  was  cutting  the  logs  and  building 
his  house  he  had  to  make  his  living  off  of  ^'hog  and  hominy.^' 

In  1851  the  County  Seat  was  located  at  Marietta.  A  con- 
troversy immediately  sprang  up  between  that  place  and  Mar- 
aball  in  regard  to  the  County  Seat,  and  continued  for  several 
years,  much  of  the  time  with  great  bitterness,  until  it  was 
finally  settled  by  the  removal  of  the  County  Seat  to  Marshall 
on  the  last  day  of  December  1859.  The  ill  feeling  engender- 
ed is  &st  dying  out,  and  our  county  no  longer  distracted  with 
strong  oounter  interests  and  local  broils,  is  on  the  highway  to 
wealdbi  and  prosperity. 


RxucB  09  Fbekch  BsvoLUTtoNtSTS. — ^A  disoovery  of  some 
historical  importance  has  just  been  made  in  Paris.  The  bones 
of  JSobespierre,  St  Just,  and  Lebas  were  found  by  some  ma- 
sons who  were  laying  the  foundation  of  a  house  at  the  comer 
of  Bne  de  Bod^er,  in  the  Batignolles.  It  was  there  the  remains 
of  these  men,  wi^o  performed  so  remarkable  a  part  in  the  first 
Bevolution  were  deposited,  the  churchyard  of  the  Madeleine 
being  too  full  afc  u^  tiant  of  their  execution  to  receive  any 
more  oorpeea.    Paliik  leld  for  many  years  at  the 

place  where  the  akefc  vered. 
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mSTOlir   OF  THE  (JONGREGATIOliAL  CHlTROH, 
OF  DUBUQUE. 


Gratitude  is  not  only  beoining  bat  doliglitful^a  source  of 
pure,  unalloyed  joy.    In  ita  exercise 

"O'er  Cbe  loal  n  pleasure  etesli 

Svcet  na  tbe  gentle  brESth  of  avcd 
Udking  tbe  bosom  tbst  it  Bill 

A  litllB  beaven." 

We  spend  far  too  little  time  in  the  review  of  God's  dealingt 
with  QB,  and  in  recalling  to  mind  wttli  thankful  hearts  Hia  kind- 
ness. Let  na  to-day  look  back  on  the  way  in  which  he  has  led 
OS  as  a  church,  and  see  how  appropriate  on  our  lips  are  the 
words  of  the  text. 

As  originally  employed  thay  had  reference  to  the  detirerance 
of  the  Israelites  &om  captivity  and  their  remarkable  restoration 
to  their  own  land,  where  tliey  were  not  only  permitted  to  re* 
build  their  sacred  Temple,  but  were  assisted  in  the  work  by 
tliQir  oppressors.     And  So  woiidcrFiil  was  that  whole  transaction 
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Wonderfal,  indeed,  have  beeu  the  Providential  interpositions 
in  our  behalf  in  times  past,  so  wonderful  that  even  the  ungodly 
are  compelled  to  say,  ''The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for 
them,"  to  which  with  humble,  grateful  hearts  we  respond,  ''The 
Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  us ;  whereof  we  are  glad." 

It  is  now  not  quite  twenty-one  years  since  a  little  band  of 
Christians,  five  men  and  fourteen  women,  associated  them- 
selves together  here  and  formed  the  nucleus  of  this  church. 
Two  of  them  only  remain  connected  with  the  church,  and  of 
these  two  only  one  is  at  present  a  resident  in  this  city.  It  was 
indeed  a  ^^day  of  small  things"  when  these  individuals  without 
a  pastor,  without  a  house  of  worship  and  relying  on  missionary 
aid  to  sustain  the  means  of  grace,  here  laid  the  foundations  of 
a  church  that  has  at  length  grown  to  be  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant in  the  State.  But  from  such  insignificant  beginnings 
have  often  been  developed  the  mightiest  results  in  the  kingdom 
of  God, 

Bat  before  entering  into  details  in  respect  to  this  particular 
church  and  congregation  let  us  glance  at  some  facts  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  city. 

Lese  than  thirty  years  ago  the  whole  territory  that  now 
ooDstitutes  the  State  of  Iowa,  was  in  the  possession  of  the  native 
Indian  tribes.  The  Sacs  and  Foxes  roamed  over  these  prairies 
engaged  in  their  savage  pursuits;  their  council-fires  burned 
where  now  stand  cities  and  villages  of  civilized  men,  and  their 
idoUtrous  rites  and  ceremonies  were  practiced  where  now  hun- 
dreds of  christian  churches  meet  statedly  for  worship.  Not  a 
settlement  of  whites  had  then  been  established  west  of  the 
Misaiseippi,  within  what  are  now  the  borders  of  this  State. 

Juliea  Dubuque,  from  whom  our  city  derives  its  name,  re- 
sided here  from  1800  to  1810,  when  he  died,  having  intermar- 
ried with  the  Indians,  and  carried  on  lead  mining  and  smelting 
operations,  but  he  obtained  no  title  to  lands.  His  grave  is  on 
the  brow  of  one  of  the  lofty  bluffs  just  below  the  city,  overlook- 
ing the  Mississippi.  A  few  Americans,  some  of  whom  are  now 
among  our  wealthy  and  prominent  citizens,  had  also  visited 
this  locality  for  mining  purposes  in  1830,  but  they  were  not 

allowed  to  prosecute  the  business,  being  driven  off  by  the  U.  S, 
16 
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troops  from  Prairie  dn  Chien,  nnder  Maj.  Z.  Taylor,  comniaD- 
dant  there,  and  afterwards  President  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  Autnmn  of  1833  a  treat;  was  concluded  between  the 
Agents  of  our  (General  Crovcrnmcnt  and  the  Indians,  hj  wliich 
the  latter  ceded  to  the  United  States  the  narrow  atrip  of  terri- 
tory called  "Tlie  Black  Ilawk  Pnrchase,"  lying  immediately 
west  of  tlio  Mississippi ;  but  the  treaty  was  not  ratified  anrl 
possession  pivcn  until  June  1,  1833,  not  quite  tujeniy-aevta 
years  ago,  when  the  first  legal  settlement  of  the  State  by  the 
whites  began.  Orent  anxiety  was  manifested  to  get  access  to 
the  rich  lead  mines  in  this  vicinity — which  had  been  worked 
by  individuals  to  some  extent,  for  some  time  previously,  widi 
interruptions  from  V,  S.  troops — and  great  numbers  of  persona 
were  encamped  on  the  islands  in  tront  of  this  place  and  on  the 
opposite  shore  in  Illinois,  waiting  for  the  day  to  nrrive  when  the 
territory  should  be  opened  and  "claims"  could  be  made,  and  so 
great  was  the  rush  of  immigrants  that  hundreds  crossed  the 
river  witliin  a  few  days,  and  the  population  gathered  here 
numbered  more  than  five  hundred  by  October.  The  first  set- 
tlers erected  rude  board  "shanties"  and  log  cabins  tor  dwell- 
ings, and  a  few  of  the  latter  still  stand.  Thns  was  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  city  that  in  ten  years  contained  three  thousand 
inhabitants,  and  now  nnmbers  over  sixteen  thousand,  and  is 
surpassed  by  few  western  towns  in  the  snbstantisl  nature  of  its 
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was  established.  A  Methodist  circuit  preacher,  also,  began 
that  year  to  hold  religious  services  once  in  four  weeks  in  the 
place  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kent,  a  missionary  of  the  A.  H.  M. 
Society,  stationed  at  Galena,  preached  here  occasionally. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  a  log  building  was  erected  on  what 
is  now  Washington  Square,  which  for  some  time  served  the 
donblo  purpose  of  a  court-house  and  meeting-house.  Two 
ladies  during  this  year  established  a  Sabbath  School  in  a  room 
over  a  grocery  on  Main  street,  where  they  taught  about  forty 
children,  while  all  the  stores  and  drinking  and  gambling  sa- 
loons were  open  and  business  and  amusements  were  prosecuted 
with  even  greater  zest  than  on  other  days. 

During  this  year  (1834:)  a  Methodist  "class"  was  formed 
consisting  of  four  members  and  this  was  the  commencement 
of  the  first  religious  organization  in  the  place.  In  1842  the 
brick  edifice,  on  the  corner  of  Locust  and  Seventh  streets,  where 
the  Centenary  Methodist  church  worships,  was  completed  and 
opened  at  a  cost  of  about  $3,000.  In  1835  a  subscription  paper 
was  circulated  among  the  citizens  generally  to  raise  the  means 
for  erecting  a  Roman  Catholic  church  building,  a  priest*  having 
been  stationed  here  a  little  before.  The  corner  stone  was  laid 
with  considerable  ceremony  Aug.  15th,  1835  and  the  house 
completed  at  a  cost  of  $5,000,  in  1836.  Last  year  it  was  pulled 
down,  having  become  dilapidated  and  being  superseded  by  the 
present  spacious  cathedral.  •  Bishop  Loras  entered  upon  his 
duties  here  in  1838,  died  in  1857,  and  was  succeeded  by  the 
present  Bishop  Smyth.  There  are  now  three  very  large  Ro- 
man Catholic  congregations  in  the  city. 

In  the  winter  of  1835-'6,  Rev.  Cyrus  "Watson,  a  Presbyterian 
minister,  preached  here  about  three  months,  in  the  log  building 
before  referred  to,  alternating  with  the  Methodists.  At  his 
instigation  measures  were  taken  for  securing  a  house  of  worship, 
which  resulted  in  the  erection  of  the  "Stone  Church,"  now 
occupied  by  the  Campbellites,  and  where  this  congregation  first 
worshipped,  and  in  which  I  began  my  labors  in  this  city.  The 
comer  stone  was  laid  on  the  first  day  of  July,  1836.    The  fol- 

*Father  Samuel  Mazzuclieni  who  died  ia  Wisconsin  in  the  winter  of  1864. 


816  ASSALS    OF  IOWA.  {jtJVT, 

lowing  extract  from  tlio  Babnqiie  Visitor,  of  the  27th  oi  Jnly — 
wliicli  paper  was  established  in  May  of  that  year  by  Judge  Kin^, 
and  was  the  first  newspaper  published  i a  Iowa — gives  an  ac- 
count of  the  ceremony : 

"Wo  had  tlie  pleasure  of  witnesainj;  the  highly-interesting 
ceremony  ot  laying;  the  comer-stone  of  the  tirst  Presbyterian  ' 
church  wUfice  in  Wisconsin  Territory  (tlion)  embracing  the 
whole  vast  section  west  of  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Missouri  river, 
and  north  of  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Missoari.  Three  and 
a  half  years  ago  perhaps  the  smoke  of  an  Indian  wigwam  rose 
from  tlio  very  spot  where  this  house  is  to  be  built.  At  tfaat 
time  the  white  man's  dwelling  was  not  to  be  fonod  where  our 
village  now  stands,  nor  in  all  the  delightful  country  on  onr 
side  of  the  great  river.  The  ceremony  lacked  much  of  the 
pomp  and  circumstance  which  wonld  liare  marked  a  similar  oc- 
curence in  older  communities,  but  it  was  solemn  and  impressive. 
The  corner  stone  was  laid  in  the  presence  of  Judge  Dunn, 
Chiet  Justice  of  the  Territory.  At  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  a  procesffloo 
was  formed  and  marched  with  music  to  the  place  selected  for 
the  church.  A  hymn  was  then  sung  and  the  throne  of  grace 
addressed  in  a  fervent  prayer  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Kupert,  (in  the 
absence  of  a  minister),  when  a  very  eloquent  and  spirited  ad- 
dress was  delivered  by  Dr.  T.  Mason.*    The  wmer  stone  was 
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ready  to  read  a  chapter  on  the  least  provocation."  But  little 
inflaence  from  the  Gospel  had  begun  to  be  felt  here,  and  the 
place  had  obtained  a  wide  and  unenviable  notoriety,^  even 
though  in  the  midst  of  a  region  by  no  means  remarkable  for 
its  morality. 

In  1839  this  church  was  organized,  as  already  said,  of  nineteen 
members,  after  the  Presbyterian  model,  but  which  was  changed 
sabsequently  by  a  nearly  unanimous  vote  to  the  Congregational 
form,  atter  the  loss  of  the  ^'Stone  Church,"  and  befoi-e  the 
erection  of  another  house  of  worship.  In  April,  1840,  a  Baptist 
church  was  formed,  and  in  the  winter  of  1841  they  entered 
upon  the  occupancy  of  a  small  wooden  building  on  Clay  street, 
from  which  they  removed  to  their  present  brick  edifice  on 
Main  street  in  1867.  In  1844  a  congregation  of  ''Disciples," 
or  followers  of  Alexander  Campbell  was  gathered,  who  sub- 
sequently purchased  the  "Stone  Churcli,"  where  they  now 
hold  their  services. 

In  1838  a  Protestant-Episcopal  church  was  established,  which 
afterwards  became  extinct,  and  was  succeeded  in  March,  1845, 
by  the  present  organization.  The  brick  house  of  worship 
which  they  occupy  was  consecrated  by  Bishop  Kemper  in  1851. 
About  the  year  1847  or  '48  the  German  Presbyterian  church 
was  gathered  by  llev.  P.  Fleury  from  Switzerland. 

In  July  1850,  the  Congregational  church  having  become 
quite  large  and  containing  a  considerable  number  of  Presbyte- 
rians, about  twenty  of  its  members  were  dismissed  to  form  the 
First  Presbyterian  church,  O.  S.  They  erected  a  small  brick 
structure  for  public  worship  on  Main  street,  from  whicli  they 
remov.ed  to  their  present  house  on  Locust  street  about  two 
years  since.  In  1853  the  Main  Street  Methodist  church  was 
formed  for  the  occupation  of  the  fine  brick  edifice  where  they 
DOW  worship. 

In  1855  another  colony  left  the  Congregational  church  and 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  church,  N.  S, 
At  first  they  met  in  a  public  hall,  then  erected  a  small  wooden 
house  of  worship  on  Ninth  street  from  whence  they  removed  to 
their  present  brick  edifice  on  Locust  street  in  1858.  A  small 
associate  Reformed  Presbyterian  church  was  organized  in  1859 
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whicli  occupies  tlio  old  Presbyterian  clmrcli  btiilding  on  Ninth 
street.  Besides  these,  there  are  in  the  city  a  German  Methodist 
and  a  Lutheran  church,  and  a  Universalist  Association,  the 
latter  meeting  in  Globe  Hall. 

But  to  return  to  our  own  church  history.  Being  in  this 
vicinity,  I  supplied  the  pulpit  on  tlie  last  Sabbath  in  Febmarj, 
1842,  preaching  in  the  "stone  church,"  and  on  that  roceivGd 
a  unanimous  "call"  to  become  tlio  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Churcli,  which  I  accepted,  entering  upon  my  regular  duties  oh 
tlie  20tli  of  March,  eighteen  years  ago.  On  tlie  5th  of  April 
of  the  following  year  I  woe  formally  installed  in  office.  Wlien 
I  began  my  labors  tlie  prospect  was  not  by  any  means  en- 
couraging. The  building  where  we  met  for  worship  was  in  an 
unfinished  state,  and  was  encumbered  by  a  heavy  debt  with 
no  means  on  hand  or  in  prospect  for  Jiqiiidating  it  and  com- 
pleting the  house.  The  number  of  members  of  the  church  by 
the  record  was  26,  but  of  these  eight  lived  at  a  distance,  and 
it  was  rare  to  see  more  than  from  three  to  live  men  and  three 
or  four  women  at  the  regular  weekly  prayer-meeting.  Tlie 
pastor  began  his  work  with  some  degree  of  fear,  bnt  with  the 
iiearty  prayers  and  co-operation  of  the  little  church.  We 
were  obliged  to  "walk  by  faith  and  not  by  sight."  A  good 
congregation  was,  however,  soon  gathered  and  additions  were 
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comparatively  strangers  to  each  other  and  from  different  and 
for  distant  parts  of  our  land  and  even  from  different  countries, 
were  few  in  number  and  limited  in  resources,  and  had  every- 
thing to  provide  for  their  own  and  tamilies'  comfort,  these  ail 
combined  to  retard  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  enter- 
prise. 

We  had  members  in  our  little  chnrdi  at  the  close  of  the  first 
year,  from  no  less  than  eighteen  different  States  of  the  Union, 
and  of  seven  different  nations,  all  trained  to  different  views  and 
habits  in  some  respects,  accustomed  to  different  styles  of 
preaching  and  to  various  modes  of  managing  church  affairs, 
and  measures  for  advanping  the  kingdom  of  Christ.  They 
conld  not,  therefore,  act  with  the  harmony  and  efficiency  of  a 
body  all  whose  members  had  grown  up  together  in  the  same 
commanity  and  under  similar  influences,  nor  could  their  be  the 
same  confidence  in  their  leader  and  pastor.  Besides  this  there 
was  great  fluctuation  in  the  congregation  and  frequent  changes 
in  the  membership  of  the  church,  and  none  of  the  stability 
which  is  seen  in  older  communities.  It  was  impossible  for  the 
minister  to  pour  a  steady  flood  of  truth  on  the  same  minds  for 
any  considerable  length  of  time,  or  to  present  the  doctrines  of 
the  Gkwpel  in  a  systematic  and  consecutive  order  to  the  atten- 
tion of  individuals.  A  terrible  spirit  of  worldliness  also  prevaded 
the  community  and  even  invaded  the  church.  All  had  come 
here  to  improve  their  pecuniary  condition  and  some  felt  im~ 
pelled  by  dire  necessity  to  make  business  the  first  and  great 
concern. 

These  were  difficulties  with  which  we  had  to  contend  in 
common  with  other  churches,  while  there  were  some  obstacles 
to  oar  prosperity  which  were  peculiar  to  as.  In  1844  we  were 
ejected  £rom  our  house  of  worship  under  a  mortgage  given 
before  my  settlement  and  we  were  for  a  time  obliged  to  worship 
in  the  Court  House,  and  afterwards  in  the  Baptist  church 
which  was  vacant.  But  with  some  aid  from  abroad  we  suc- 
ceeded at  length  in  erecting  a  brick  edifice,  on  a  very  eligible 
site  on  Main  Street  at  a  cost  of  about  $3,000.  This  subse- 
quently became  too  small  for  our  accomodation  in  consequence 
of  a  powerful  revival  and  it  was  enlarged  to  double  its  original 
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dimeneions  and  a  spacions  Lectnrc  Boom  added  in  the  rear. 
This  property  we  sold  in  1857  for  $20,000  and  the  proceeds 
were  applied  towards  the  expense  ol  erectinj;  this  bnilding  in 
whicli  we  are  asiembled  to-da;.  Thus  the  Lord  has  led  ns 
alonf;  from  step  to  step,  often  through  deep  waters  until  at  last 
we  liave  been  permitted  to  open  the  present  beautiful  and 
convenient  sanctuary  whicli  we  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God 
on  the  Inst  Sabbath. 

[Concluded in  Ocioberntimier.'] 


AN  ADDRESS  DELIVERED  BEFORE  THE  HAWKETE 

nONEER  ASSOCIATION  OF  DES  MOINES 

COUNTY,  IOWA,  JUNE  2d,  1858. 

BT   HON.    CBABLEa    UASOIT. 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen : 

On  the  lirst  day  of  June,  1833,  the  White  man  first  set  foot 
on  tlie  ground  whereon  we  now  stand — claiming  it  as  his  own. 
T))e  former  occupants,  who,  for  centuries,  had  been  slowly  re* 
tiring  before  the  steady  progress  of  their  more  powerful  neigh- 
bors, had  again  yielded  to  their  destiny,  and  reluctantly  left 
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attending  circnmstances.  So  far  from  giving  scope  to  the  em- 
bellishments of  &Lh\e^  or  the  exaggerations  of  fiuicj,  they  have 
not  yet  subsided  into  sober,  settled  history.  A  quarter  of  a 
century  seems  but  a  short  time  in  the  recollection  of  an  individ- 
ual— still  less  in  the  history  of  a  community.  Many  of  those 
whom  I  now  dddress  witnessed  the  retiring  steps  of  the  reluctant 
savage,  as  he  still  lingered  around  the  pleasant  hunting  grounds 
he  was  abandoning  forever.  Within  seven  years  from  that 
event  every  member  of  this  Society  had  taken  up  his  abode 
within  the  limits  of  the  newly  acquired  Territory,  where  the 
Aboriginal  foot  prints  had  not  then  become  erased.  Men  on 
whom  the  winter  of  age  has  not  yet  settled,  who  still  feel  the 
fall  glow  of  active,  useful  manhood,  participated  as  adults  in  the 
event  we  are  now  commemorating.  The  Komtilus  of  our  city 
is  still  among  us,  with  a  fair  promise  of  as  many  more  years  as 
have  now  clasped  since  he  modestly  gave  to  the  city,  he  and  his 
associates  were  founding,  not  his  own  name,  but  that  which 
then  so  freshly  dwelt  in  his  emigrant  heart,  associated  with 
tearful  recollections  of  the  past,  and  of  the  scenes  and  friends 
ot  his  early  home. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  shall  not  attempt  any  general  re* 
capitulation  of  events  as  a  matter  of  information.  Still  it  will 
not  be  deemed  improper  to  bring  to  your  recollection  some  of 
the  circumstances  connected  with  the  early  settlement  of  this 
city  and  countyi  and  to  add  such  reflections  as  the  present  oc- 
casion may  seem  to  render  appropriate. 

When  in  February,  1837, 1  first  set  foot  within  this  city,  then 
in  the  fourth  year  of  its  infEincy,  it  was  a  village  of  some  three 
hundred  inhabitants.  They  occupied  houses  mostly  ot  a  single 
0tory  and  even  of  a  single  room,  constructed  of  logs  or  slightly 
built  frames.  Kot  more  than  two  of  the  whole  number  were  com- 
posed of  more  substantial  materials,  and  even  these  have  long 
since  vanished  before  the  advance  of  superior  improvement. 
A  small  opening  had  been  made  extending  a  few  squares  up 
and  down  the  river,  and  a  still  less  distance  perpendicularly 
firom  the  shore ;  but  the  hills  around,  now  crowned  with  com- 
fortable and  tasteful  residences,  were  then  covered  with  the 

unteoken  primeval  forest.    Not  a  church  or  a  schoolhouse  had 
17 
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OH  yet  nuide  its  appearance  among  ns,  and  althocgh  the  stieeta 
had  received  their  geographical  poeition,  yet  the  plastic  mb* 
atratam  of  clay,  which  had  perhaps  lun  dormant  for  hnndreds 
of  generatioDB,  had  sot  evinced  ita  capacity  ibr  tormenting  ita 
disturbers,  and  for  impoEiug  the  ruling  fashion  which  prevailed 
lor  BO  many  years  of  the  freqnenC  change  of  sides  between  ths 
leg  of  the  boot  and  that  of  the  pantaloon.  Snch  was  the  nn- 
pretending  condition  of  the  town  which  was  at  that  time  the 
Seat  of  Government  of  a  Territory  which  inclnded  what  now 
constitates  three  States  and  the  materials  of  a  foarth. 

The  condition  of  the  rnral  districtb  was  in  harmonions  cor- 
respondence  with  that  of  the  metropolis.  Skirting  the  timber 
land  ^n  most  parts  of  the  connty  might  be  seen  a  conlinnonB 
series  of  incipient  &rms,  each  adorned  with  a  settler's  cabin. 
Occasionally,  some  one  more  adventnrons  than  the  rest  bad 
launched  boldly  ont  from  the  shore,  where  the  others  bad 
nestled,  into  the  open  ocean  of  prairie,  and  had  fixed  his  home 
where  the  storms  of  summer  and  the  wintry  winds  might  ap- 
proach him  on  all  sides,  and  in  defiance,  also,  of  the  distance 
whence  the  materials  for  fire  and  shelter  and  fences  were  to  be 
procnred. 

Public  highways  were  then  in  an  entirely  embryotie  oon- 
ditiuD.    Between  certain  points  tracks  had  become  defined 
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had  been  one  year  and  twelve  days  on  its  pilgrimage  from  the 
dty  of  New  York  to  onr  Burlington  post  office. 

The  inhabitants  within  the  present  limits  of  onr  State  were 
almost  exclusively  of  the  class  so  widely  known  under  the  de- 
nomination of  squatters.  Destitute  of  titles  to  their  lands,  they 
expected  and  received  little  protection  from  statutory  enact 
ments.  But  being  without  the  law  in  this  respect  they  became 
a  law  unto  themselves,  aud  I  think  I  can  safely  state  that  I  have 
never  known  justice  to  be  meted  out  with  more  strict  impar- 
tality,  or  to  be  tempered  with  more  genuine  equity. 

Such  is  a  hasty  glimpse  which  personal  observation  enables 
me  to  present ;  and  though  the  recollections  of  many  who  now 
hear  me  may  reach  back  a  few  years  farther,  still,  to  those  who 
have  been  eye  witnesses  of  all  these  events,  this  reminiscence 
will  serve  to  call  up  the  past  in  all  its  vividness. 

Contrast  for  a  moment  this  picture  of  the  past  with  that  af- 
forded by  a  glance  at  the  present,  and  tell  me  whether  this 
earth  has  often  witnessed  instances  of  more  rapid  progress  ? 
Within  the  last  twenty-one  years,  while  the  infant  has  been 
growing  to  the  man,  the  population  of  our  city  and  that  of  our 
State  have  respectively  increased  about  fifty  fold ;  their  wealth 
and  importance  in  a  much  greater  degree.  The  practical  dis- 
tance to  the  seaboard  cities,  measured  through  the  mails,  is  less 
than  one-tenth  of  what  it  was,  and  not  more  than  one-fifth  to 
the  traveller;  while  the  telegraph  has,  for  some  purposes, 
effectually  annihilated  time  and  distance.  The  open  prairie 
throughout  our  country  has  been  transformed  into  a  series  of 
almost  continual  enclosures.  The  ploughshare  has  developed 
the  latent  fertility  of  the  soil,  intrinsically  more  valuable  than 
the  mines  of  California.  Comfortable  homes  are  scattered  over 
its  entire  surface.  Orchards  and  gardens  and  fields,  bright 
with  the  promise  of  abundant  harvests,  are  blooming  in  every 
direction.  The  necessaries,  the  comforts,  and  even  the  luxuries 
of  life,  are  enjdyed  by  us  in  a  degree  scarcely  inferior  to  those 
which  the  people  of  any  of  the  older  States  can  boast.  Such 
are  some  of  the  changes  which  a  brief  retrospect  of  what  we 
ourselves  have  witnessed  enables  us  to  realize. 

Madi  of  this  improvement  may  be  regarded  as  peculiar  to 
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to  this  and  some  of  the  other  new  States.  Bat  yerj  maoli  is 
also  dne  to  the  general  progress  which  the  whole  hnmin  race 
has  made  within  the  last  twenty-five-  years.  Prohably  Derer 
unce  the  creation  has  the  world  made  so  great  a  general  ad- 
vance within  the  same  limit  of  time.  Thatwonderfnlinstmment, 
the  Telegraph,  has  sprung  into  existence  daring  that  period, 
and  ^veo  to  man  a  facnlty  he  never  before  possessed.  It  is 
not  only  spreading  its  net  work  of  nervoas  seosaKons  all  over 
the  land,  bnt  is  now  aiming  to  produce  a  like  result  over  the 
ocean  also. 

Within  the  same  time,  Daooebbs  has  aalocked  soccer  of 
the  secret  chambers  of  Natnre,  and  drawn  fi«m  thence  the  de- 
ments of  a  new  art,  which  promises  in  the  end  to  he  as  naefiil 
as  it  was  astoQiehing.  Did  it  not  seem  like  enchantment  when 
we  first  saw  the  varying  lineaments  of  the  hnman  face  trans- 
ferred in  an  instant  to  the  imperishable  tablet,  there  to  remain 
nnchanged  forever,  and  be  capable  of  endless  reproduction  I 
And  whea  for  a  thousand  other  purposes  it  has  taken  its  place 
among  the  useful  arts,  who  shall  attempt  to  fi](  a  limit  to  its 
wonderful  utility  i 

Bailroads,  though  invented  just  previously,  can  hardly  be 
said  to  have  been  practically  known  to  tlie  world  prior  to  1833, 
They  were  confined  to  a  very  few  localities ;  they  have  now 
become  a  common  convenience,  an  almost  daily  necessity  in 
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misaive  power  which  has  leanit  to  urge  these  floating  leviathans 
for  thousand  of  miles  without  food  or  rest,  against  winds  and 
currents,  has,  in  numberless  other  new  modes  since  the  epoch 
we  are  considering,  been  made  implicitly  Jsubseiwient  to  the 
will  of  man.  The  inventive  genius  of  onr  race  has,  in  fact 
received  a  new  general  impulse.  It  has  explored  every  portion 
of  the  wide  field  of  hnman  efforts,  substituting  the  labor  of 
maehineiy  for  the  fiu*  less  perfect  skill  of  human  hands,  and 
contributing  in  a  thousand  other  methods  to  enlarge  the  facul- 
ties, minister  to  the  comfort,  and  advance  the  progress  of  the 
human  race. 

Even  Science  has  not  furnished  an  exception  to  the  general 
impulse  with  which  the  great  mind  of  Humanity  has  been 
moved  since  the  formation  of  our  city.  Such  has  been  the  case 
mpedallj  with  those  branches  which  are  peculiarly  utilitarian 
in  their  character.  Geology,  for  example,  the  most  wondeiful 
and  instructive  of  them  all,  has  assumed  its  present  develop- 
ment within  thai  period,  opening  entirely  new  scenes  of  wonder 
and  delight,  and  enabling  us  to  translate  from  the  handwriting 
of  the  Almighty,  graven  on  tablets  of  imperishable  rock,  the 
history  of  a  thousand  centuries  anterior  to  the^advent  of  the 
first  human  being  upon  this  planet 

This  ia  not  the  same  world  it  seemed  when  our  city  was 
founded,  nor  is  man  the  same  being  he  then  was.  His  capadties 
have  become  enlarged.  He  can  accomplish  now  what  would 
then  have  been  entirely  chimerical.  He  has  risen  one  degree 
in  the  scale  of  being.  He  has  commenced  a  new  era  in  pro. 
gress  of  development  If  the  wonders  described  in  the  Arabian 
talea  should  become  realities,  during  the  next  generation 
hardly  will  a  greater  change  be  effected  than  that  which  has 
taken  place  since  the  occurrence  of  the  event  we  are  this  day 
commemorating.  All  this  have  we  witnessed.  In  all  this 
have  we  participated,  aside  from  our  experience  in  relation  to 
the  development  of  our  own  body  politic,  in  which  the  world 
at  large  has  not  shared. 

Beckoning  by  events  and  the  power  of  accomplishing  results, 
the  days  of  antediluvian  longevity  seem  almost  again  restored, 
Medtusselah  could  not  accomplish  in  a  thousand  years  what  we 
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can  now  complete  in  oar  brief  three  ecore  and  tea.  I  donbt 
whether  dnring  hiB  whole  life  he  saw  more  important  changes 
or  witnesaed  a  more  sabstantial  progress,  either  phyBitslly, 
morally,  sosislly,  or  politically,  than  we  have  done  within  the 
last  twenty-fire  years. 

We  have  within  that  time  looked  in  npon  the  cradle  where 
human  institutions  were  in  their  swaddling  clothes,  and  ve 
have  witnessed  alt  their  stages  of  derelopmeut  up  to  the  period 
of  their  present  maturity.  We  hare  practically  been  l»ck  to 
the  days  of  the  early  Patriachs,  and  many  of  the  changes  which, 
in  other  instances,  it  has  required  three  thousand  years  to  pro- 
duce, bare  passed  sncceestvety  before  our  own  viuon.  We 
have  seen  society  in  the  process  of  its  first  formation.  Little  by 
little  have  we  beheld  the  elements  organizing  into  regular  ordo* 
crystalizing  into  forms  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  tbnr 
being  and  developing  progressively  into  higher  and  more  perfect 
oi^nizations  as  circumstances  permitted  or  required. 

Some  of  us  at  least  hare  witnessed  the  entire  absence  of  all 
the  forms  of  civil  gorerment  within  our  limits.  More  than  a 
year  elapsed  after  the  savage  had  yielded  to  the  white  man 
before  the  laws  ot  ^Michigan  were  extended  over  the  western 
shore  of  the  Mississippi.  Two  years  later  we  became  a  portion 
ot  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  tlie  winter  following,  r^;alar 
Territorial  Coarts  of  general  jurisdiction  were,  for  the  firet  Um^ 
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NXJMISMATTC  COLLECTION  OF  ALFRED  SANDERS, 

ESQ.,  OF  DAVENPORT,  IOWA. 

T.  8.  Pabtik,  Esq.  : 

Dmr  Sir : — ^Yon  ask  me  for  a  description*  of  vaj  numis- 
matic cabinet,  or  collection  of  coins,  for  publication.  I  sap- 
pose  that  since  the  days  of  Petrarch  there  has  not  been  a  time 
that  men  did  not  feel  an  interest  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  but 
anfbrtonately  it  has  proceeded  from  sordid  and  not  from  sci- 
entific considerations.  When  a  boy  I  commenced  the  collec*> 
tion  of  odd  coins,  simply  from  an  inclination  to  preserve  every- 
thing that  was  unique  or  rare.  It  was  not  until  later  in  life 
that  I  learned  there  was  a  science  called  numismatics — a 
science  of  such  importance  that  we  are  indebted  to  it  for  much 
of  the  most  reliable  history  we  possess  of  ancient  nations. 

The  predse  time  when  money  was  first  coined  is  not  knowui 
ihoogh  fixHn  existing  data  that  era  can  be  approximated  so 
newly  as  to  fix  it  between  the  seventh  and  eighth  centnries 
before  Christ  Nor  is  the  nation  by  whom  it  was  first  coined 
positively  known,  though  Herodotus  gives  the  honor  to  the 
Lydians.  A  gold  com  of  MUetus,  some  800  years  B.  C, — now 
preserved  in  the  British  Museum — is  supposed  to  be  the  oldest 
coin  yet  discovered. 

Tlie  manner  of  coining  money  pursued  by  the  pimitive 
moneyers,  was  to  drop  the  metal  in  a  globular  form  in  the  die 
and  strike  it  with  a  punch ;  thns,  while  one  side  showed  the 
desigUi  the  other  betrayed  the  marks  of  the  pundi,  while  the 
edges  were  left  rough.  And  here,  among  these  rude  efforts  to 
pve  to  the  world  a  circulating  medium  of  the  precious  metals, 
does  the  collection  of  your  humble  servant  date.  An  unwieldy 
ttivor  coin,  its  thickness  one-fourth  of  its  diameter,  one  side 
bearing  the  indented  marks  of  the  punch,  and  the  other  that 
ai  some  rare  ama,  constitutes  the  first  of  the  series. 

But  it  would  be  too  tedious  and  consume  too  much  space 
were  I  to  attempt  a  description  of  each  coin,  or  eyen  mention 
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them  bj  name ;  I  will  therefore  refer  to  a  few  of  the  mart 
prominent  8il7er  ones  i 

Alexander  tlie  Great B.  C.  S88 

Boman  Sestertia "    S69 

Itoman  Yictoriati "    865 

Jewish  coin. "     SOO 

Fmsias,  king  of  Bithynia "    188 

MonaQlas,  king  of  lUyria **    170 

Marcianfamil; "     145 

Otbo  Cffisar  (large  and  rare) A.D.  89 

Domitian  (last  of  Cffisare) i...    **      81 

Trajan •'      98 

Antoninns  Rob "    188 

Haximinaa "    235 

Oonetantine **    833 

Talentinufl "    S63 

Then  follow  eeveral  Boman  coins  of  later  dates. 

Commendng  back  with  English  history,  I  find  the  first  well 
determined  coin  in  my  posBeesion  ie  that  of  William  Roftu, 
the  "  Bed  King,"  an  Anglo-lionnan  who  reigned  A.  D.  1087 
to  1101.  An  interval  here  occare  in  the  series  to  Edward  L, 
A.  D.  1272.  After  that  it  proceeds  pretty  regularly  thtuoj^ 
the  sovereigns  of  England  np  to  the  present  exemplary 
qaeen. 
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vice  and  good  condnct."  Dcatli  alone  could  have  induced  a 
soldier  maintaining  sncli  character  to  have  parted  with  this 
precious  memento.  The  Cathoh'c  hierarchy,  with  its  super- 
stitions, are  largely  represented  among  these  medals. 

But  I  must  not  dwell.  The  above  but  constitute  the  silver 
of  my  collection.  The  gold  is  limited,  but  the  copper  abounds 
and  extends  back  irom  the  earliest  usage  of  that  metal  for 
coinage,  up  to  the  excavated  coins  of  the  ill-fated  cities  of 
Pompeii  and  Herculaneum,  and  through  almost  all  civilized 
nations  to  tlie  present  time. 

A  good  collection  of  coins  is  a  history  in  itself.  A  single 
coin,  though  ever  so  rare,  is  of  little  value,  while  in  a  cabinet 
it  may  be  the  missing  link  in  a  chain  of  events  that  will  throw 
light  upon  otherwise  obscured  history.  Those  persons,  there- 
fore, who  have  detached  coins,  should  give  them  to  some  col- 
lection, and  if  they  can  do  no  better,  they  may  send  them  to 

Yours  truly, 

ALFEED  SANDEKS. 
Davenpobt,  March  28, 1864. 


GREAT  SEAL  OF  IOWA— AGAIN. 

[We  gladly  give  a  place  to  the  following  characteristic  letter 
from  our  old  friend  of  many  years.  "  Old  Enoch,"  has  no 
**  axe  to  grind,"  and  he  ably  argues  "  the  other  side."  The 
Lieut.  Governor  is  the  author  of  Iowa's  motto  upon  the  monu- 
ment to  the  "  Father  of  his  Country."  "  Iowa — her  affections, 
like  the  rivers  of  her  border  flow  to  a  perpetual  union." — Ed.J 

Eldosa,  May  5, 1804. 
Hon.  T.  S.  Parvin,  Iowa  Citt. 

My  Dear  Old  Friend : — I  have  received  from  you  the  April 
number  of  tlie  "Annals,"  and  tliank  you  for  it.  I  am  well 
pleased  with  it.  Of  course  you  have  ray  ^^  individual  efforts" 
to  the  extent  of  one  subscriber,  and  here  is  my  50  cents. 

I  like  the  general  plan  and  object  of  the  "  Annals."    The 

early  history  of  Iowa  and  of  the  pioneers  who  have  left  their 

indelible  impress  for  good  upon  the  State,  is  worth  preserving, 
18 
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and  70D,  in  mj  jndgmeDt,  are  tlie  nght  man  in  the  liglit  plaoe 
to  do  it. 

I  hare  read  with  a  good  deal  of  pleasure  your  "  criticiem  " 
on  the  "  Great  Seal  of  the  State  ol  Iowa,"  and  that  also  of  the 
*'  Territory."  There  ie  au  independence  of  expressioo  in  it 
that  I  like.  I  love  to  see  a  man  ihink  for  hinudf,  and  then 
tay  what  ho  thinks.  But  I  do  not  agree  with  you  one  bit  iu 
yonr  opinion. 

Like  yon  I  lived  in  Iowa  when  it  wae  a  Territory,  and  when 
the  Territorial  ecal  wae  given  up  for  the  State  seal.  I  like  the 
change.  I  never  did  like  the  Territorial  seal.  The  Eagle  on 
it  is  a  coarse  ill-begotten  thing,  keeled  over,  with  great 
iiaanches  as  big  as  a  New  Foundlaiid  dog'a,  hanging  oat,  and 
with  one  foot  standing  on  nothing,  and  the  other  one,  ditto. 
It  looks  for  all  the  world  as  tliough  it  had  been  pilfered  from 
an  old  counterfeit  Mexican  dollar.  It  is  not  our  living  Ameri- 
can Eagle,  soaring  on  his  spreading  pinions  above  the  reach  of 
harm. 

'■  The  god  who  mounta  the  winged  wlndt," 
as  is  beautifully  delineated  on  the  State  seal, 

"aboie  the  earth  wiUi  wings 
"Diaplftjed  on  the  open  firmameDt  of  he&TED." 

There  is  nothing  that  ie  civilised  about  the  Territorial  seal, 
nnless  it  is  considered  civil  to  keel  an  eagle  over  on  hia  back — 
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Then  there  is^  propetic  of  this  very  day^  standing  in  front,  a 
bold  and  fearless  son  of  Iowa, — a  citizen  soldier,  in  the  very 
dress  of  an  Iowa  soldier,  bearing  onward  and  upward  that 
blessed  old  flag  of  onr  country,  crowned  by  the  cap  of  liberty. 
See  how  manly  and  firm  he  stands,  and  then  think  of  Pea 
lUdge  and  Springfield,  and  Donalson,  and  Shiloh,  and  Ticks- 
bnTg,  and  Corinth,  and  Missionary  Ridge,  and  every  other 
hallowed  spot  where  sleeps  an  Iowa  soldier  slain,  and  then  say 
if  it  is  not  a  fit  emblem  of  Iowa. 

And  then  away  above  all  these,  bom  on  eagle's  wings,  that 
is  an  eagle,  floats  that  glorious  motto  that  the  patriotic,  brave 
sons  of  Iowa  have  already  tanght  traitors  must  oofvtinue  to 
float  there,  and  must  be  respected  while  it  waves. 

No  sir.  No  more  of  the  great  seal  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa 
for  mo.  It  does  well  enough  to  represent  Iowa  as  it  was  when 
Black  Ilawk,  with  his  strings  of  beads  and  buckskin  breeches 
on,  sat  chief  in  his  wigwam  and  ruled  the  land.  But  the 
"Great  Seal  of  the  State  ot  Iowa,"  with  its  device  of  civiliza- 
tion and  liberty,  and  industry,  and  progress,  and  valor,  is  the 
natural  and  fit  motto  of  to-day.  It  represents  Iowa  as  it  is  and 
utobe^  and  not  as  it  was.  I  wish  there  was  a  meeting-house 
^  within  this  iladius  of  one  inch"  in  addition  to  what  is  there, 
the  thing  would  then  be  perfect. 

There,  I  have  said  three  times  as  much  as  I  intended  to 
when  I  began,  but  it  is  my  opinion  nevertheless.  I  do  not 
suppose  it  will  agitate  you  very  much,  as  you  know  my  way 
of  expressing  my  opinion  about  as  well  as  I  do  yours, 

I  am  Truly 

Your  Friend, 

E.  W.  EASTMAN. 


The  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  at  its  recent  session  voted  to  the 
*'  Iowa  Orphans  Home "  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  a 
year  for  five  years, — ^a  generous  contribution  and  worthily  be- 
stowed ;  this  large  class  commend  themselves  warmly  to  our 
sympathies. 
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HOMMER'S  BELL. 


The  futnre  historian  of  Johnson  County  will,  doubtlcee,  de- 
vote at  least  one  chapter  to  that  talented  but  most  unscrupul- 
ous individual  ycleped  the  Hev.  Michael  Hummer,  with  whom, 
in  the  minds  at  tlie  oldest  inhabitants  ot  Iowa  City,  his  bell  is 
so  inseparably  connected. 

That  bell,  famed  both  in  caiicature  and  story,  as  the  highly 
prized  jewel  of  Hummer,  so  singularly  abducted  and  so  secret- 
ly and  securely  concealed,  -was  the  subject  of  some  hastily 
■written  veraicleg,  entitled  "Hummer's  Bell,"  that,  at  the  time, 
attained  considerable  popniarity,  not  so  much  perhaps  from 
any  intrinsic  merit  of  their  own,  as  from  the  incident  that 
gave  rise  to  them. 

The  first  copy  of  the  brochure  was  given  by  me  to  Stephen 
Whicher,  Esq.,  who,  upon  hia  own  volition,  had  a  number 
privately  printed  and  circulated,  iu  which,  greatly  to  my  an- 
noyance, eeveral  changes  and  interpolations  appeared,  totally 
at  variance  with  the  original ;  aud  as  it  is  extremely  doubtful 
whether  a  correct  and  perfect  copy  can  at  this  time  be  found,  I 
have  thought  it  might  be  sufficiently  interesting,  as  une  of  the 
reminiscences  of  former  years,  to  have  "Hummer's  Bell,"  like 
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which  I  append  a  copy,  verbatim  et  literathn^  from  the  original 
MSS.  now  lying  before  me,  and  which  has  never  been  out  of 
my  possession : 

HUMMER'S   BELL. 

<*  Ah,  Hammer's  bell !    Ah,  Hummer's  bell ! 
How  many  a  tale  of  woe  'twould  tell, 
Of  Hammer  drifing  up  to  town 
To  take  the  brazen  jewel  down, 
And  when  high  up  in  his  belfre-e, 
Thej  moved  the  ladder,  yes,  sir-e-e  ;" 
Thus  while  he  towered  aloft,  thej  say, 
The  bell  took  wings  and  flew  away. 

Ah,  Hummer's  bell  1    Ah,  Hammer's  bell ! 

The  bard  thy  history  shall  tell ; 

How  at  the  East,  by  Hummer's  sleight, 

Donation,  gift  and  widow's  mite, 

Made  up  the  sum  that  purchased  thee^ 

And  placed  him  in  the  ministry ; 

But  funds  grew  low,  while  dander  riz, 

Thy  clapper  stopped,  and  so  did  his. 

Ah,  Hummer's  bell !    Ah,  Hummer's  bell ! 
We've  heard  thy  last,  thy  funeral  knell, 
And  what  an  aching  void  is  left, 
Of  bell  and  Hummer  both  bereft. 
Thoy,  deeply  sunk  in  running  stream. 
Him  in  a  Swedenborgian  dream. 
Both  are  submerged,  both,  to  our  cost, 
Alike  to  sense  and  reason  lost. 

Ah,  Hummer's  bell  1    Ah,  Hummer's  bell  1 
Hidden  unwisely,  but  too  well ; 
Alas,  thou'rt  gone,  thy  silver  tone 
No  more  responds  to  Hummer's  groan ; 
Bat  yet  remains  one  source  of  hope, 
For  Hummer  left  a  fine  bell  rope, 
Which  may  be  used,  if  such  our  luck, 
To  noose  oar  friend  at  Keokulc 

W.  H.  T. 

Note  by  the  Editor. — ^We  have  been  disappointed  in  get- 
ting data  from  which  to  prepare  a  history  of  the  event  that 
Kve  rise  to  the  foregoing.  Any  one  having  a  copy  of  an 
wa  City  newspaper  of  the  date  of  September,  1858,  will  con- 
fer a  favor  by  sending  it  to  the  Society. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 

Univeraittj  Commencement, — On  Tburaday,  June  30th,  oc- 
curred the  Commencement  exercises  of  the  State  University. 
The  Normal  Diploma  was  conferred  npon  the  following  per- 
Bons :  Alice  O.  Bent,  Lncj  E.  North,  Anguata  Zimmerman 
and  May  Parvin,  of  Johnson  County ;  Ellen  Bnrke  of  Scott, 
Mary  J.  Hamilton  of  Washin^on,  Mary  Lovelace  of  Madi- 
Bon,  Mary  L.  Morgan  (Griewold)  of  Keokuk,  Sallie  E.  Moore 
of  Lee,  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Abbott  of  Johnson. 

The  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  was  conferred  upon 
Emma  Hart,  of  Iowa  City,  and  Ellen  A.  Moore,  of  Willituns, 
Vt. ;  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  upon  May  Parvin,  of  Iowa  City, 
and  Mr.  S.  S.  Howell,  of  Pella ;  and  of  Master  of  Arts,  npoa 
Kiish  Emery,  of  Swanton,  Ohio. 

The  Trustees  conferred  the  honorary  degrees  of  D.  D.  npon 
Bev.  William  Salter,  of  Burlington,  and  LL.  D.  npou  Chief 
Justice  Geo.  G.  Wright,  of  Keosanqna. 

The  University  Address  was  delivered  the  preceding  day 
by  Bishop  H.  W.  Lee.  Subject — "  Christian  Education." 
But  for  the  hope  of  seeing  this  excellent  and  practical  ad- 
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sword  to  Capt  Borland.  Thos.  Calver,  Prof,  of  Gymnastics 
and  Military  Tactics  in  the  University,  enlisted  with  the  boys, 
bat  was  promoted  to  a  regimental  office. 

Portrait  of  Capt.  Horn. — As  the  portrait  of  Capt.  Horn 
was  not  received  in  time  for  this  number,  we  postpone  the 
**  biographical  sketch"  prepared  Jx)  accompany  it,  for  insertion 
with  it  in  the  October  number,  and  insert  the  portrait  of  Gen. 
Soberts,  also  received  too  late  to  accompany  a  sketch  of  his 
life  inserted  in  a  previous  number. 

Oorrespondinff  Secretary^  dkc. — The  Constitution  of  the  So- 
ciety provides  that  the  "  Corresponding  Secretary"  shall  con- 
duct all  the  correspondence,  &c.  The  Librarian  of  the  last 
year  having  am>gated  to  himself  this  duty,  has  led  to  much 
confusion  and  delay  in  the  business  of  tlie  Society;  and  his 
officious  intermeddling  has  occasioned  the  delay  in  the  issu- 
ing of  tliis  number. 

Persons  at  home  or  abroad  having  business  with  the  Society 
connected  with  the  Annals,  or  otherwise,  will  for  the  present 
address  themselves  to  T.  S.  Parvin,  who  alone  is  Secretary  and 
Editor. 

TFar  Trophies. — The  Librarian  publishes  the  following  res- 
olution of  the  Society,  to  save  further  applications  to  him  for 
the  use  of  flags,  &.,  &c.  Such  applications  have  of  late  be- 
come quite  frequent;  requests  having  been  received  from  four 
different  States  and  various  sources  in  our  own : 

^  Whereas,  It  is  one  of  the  main  objects  of  the  State  His- 
torical Society  to  preserve  those  trophies  and  articles  given 
into  its  charge,  for  the  inspection  of  generations  to  come,  and 
thus  aid  in  illustrating  the  history  of  the  present ;  therefore 

^^  MeiolvecLf  That  those  trophies  and  other  articles  belong- 
ing to  this  Society,  which  are  liable  to  injury,  shall  never  be 
loaned  to  any  individual  or  association,  for  any  purpose  what- 
ever/* 
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STATE  UNIVERSITY  OF  IOWA. 

Till  patrnnt  inrl  trlnit  al  (hn  Bt>u  UntTrnItT  Till  bo  Rntiaod  tn  Idun,  Ihit  It  .!•  *B- 
JQj^'nu  «  dBETc*  of  priMporCty  nnpr«»l*BlwJ  inllif  hti.l<«T  cif  th«  Initltutlon. 

I'iiua  6it  ilnrlujj  tlio  pnwnt  jmr,  oim  foor  hundml  •tDJrDl*.  rfprMfBtlof  rfi-Ttn 
EUtn,  ■Dd  liinjr-ibrH  caiiallei  uT  our  ohd  gitip,  bavB  iiii>il«l  IhsidanlTn  of  lii  lapiirlur 
wli-uitani  Ibr ubtalnUig  ftlhoiougb  ■ud  llboiiU  wlHatitHi. uhI  tlidr  nniuberli  inunuliiE 
alotual  Jjillj. 

FAOTTLTY. 


JVo/unr  «/  lUMary  and  mitiMl  JScemmy. 
KCT.  JOBBPH  T.  ROBBRT,  ]<L.  D. 

JVo/niDr  a/  Jjilnawl  Crrik  Laxgiiaga,  and  Liliral 


QDBTAVCH  HINRICHS,  A.  M., 

Pnfetat  <it  Satimd  JViiluiiipAir  and  ChcndCry.  and  IVacAfr  ij/'llodtni 
THBODORK  §.  PARVIN,  A.  M.i  lili.  B.| 
I'rt^tatr  itf  Salurul  llittary. 


HU«  LAVINIA  DAVI*, 
<>       S.  LOtllSA  BRAIHARD, 

ti(  nuArra  III  Nerntal  and  Frrparalorii  Dtpa 
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THE  ANNALS  OF  IOWA. 

BT  THE 

STATE   HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 

IOWA  CITY,  OCTOBER,  1864 


A  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF  CAPTAIN  HOSEA  B. 
HORN,  OF  BLOOMFIELD,  DAVIS  COUNTY,  IOWA. 

BY  THE  FOBaCEB  EDITOB  OF  THE  ANNALS. 

Captain  Hobea  B.  Hobk,  whose  personal  history  is  here 
briefly  sketched  by  a  friend,  was  horn  near  Harrodsbarg,  the 
seat  of  justice  ot  Mercer  County,  Slentucky,  on  the  8d  of  De- 
cember, A.  IX  1820.  His  father,  named  John,  and  his  grand- 
father, Phillip  Horn,  were  of-  Oerman  descent,  and  natives  of 
Frederic  County,  Maryland.  Both  were  fanners,  the  grand- 
father having  fought  in  tlie  army  of  the  Revolution ;  and  botli 
of  them  were  one  year  in  the  war  of  181S,  and  at  the  battle  of 
New  Orleans,  after  tlieir  removal  to  the  country  near  Harrode- 
burg,  Ey.,  where  the  family  settled,  in  the  year  1800,  when 
John  was  six  years  old. 

The  motlier  of  Captain  Horn  was  the  daughter  of  Turner 
Bottom,  of  English  parentage  and  birth,  in  Henrico  County, 
Virginia,  whence  he  emigrated  to  Mercer  County,  Ky.,  in 
1794,  where  she  was  born  the  following  year. 

As  Kentucky  afforded  but  few  facilities  for  education,  during 
young  Horn's  boyhood,  he  never  had  the  advantages  of  com- 
mon school  education,  nor  of  attending  any  school,  beirg 
chiefly  instructed  by  his  mother  at  home,  and  self-taught  by 
reading  and  study,  till  apprenticed  to  Mr.  Jesse  Head,  of  jj^j. 
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rodsbiirg,  Ky.,  in  the  printing  business,  at  the  age  of  tifleen. 
In  tlie  printing  office,  he  had  some  aBsistance  from  otliers  io 
the  same  oinploymont,  and  by  personal  attention  to  books 
through  early  lite,  he  acquired  what  may  well  be  tenned  self- 
education.  His  father  having  removed  to  Indiana  in  1839, 
being  a  young  man  of  nineteen,  he  entered  the  office  of  the 
CIcik  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Bartholomew  CouDty,  in  that 
State,  where  he  remained  about  five  years. 

In  the  Spring  of  18U,  with  Hr.  H.  C.  Child,  ho  edited  and 
published  a  weekly  political  newspaper  in  Columbus,  lod.,  de- 
voted to  the  cause  of  the  Whig  party,  and  advocating  the 
election  of  Henry  Clay  t'>  tlie  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 
And,  in  the  Autumn  of  1815,  he  diepoecd  of  his  interest  in 
that  paper,  removed  to  Davis  County,  Iowa,  where  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  having  studied  law  during  the  time  he 
was  Deputy  Clerk. 

On  the  9th  day  of  December,  1847,  Captain  Hosea  B.  Horn 
was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  Weaver,  the  daughter  of  Judge 
Abram  Weaver,  aod  sister  of  Col.  James  B.  Weaver,  dow 
commanding  the  Sd  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry.  And,  in  all 
the  social  relations  of  lite,  Hr.  Horn  has  always  maintained  a 
character  unsullied  fur  integrity  and  nprightness. 

It)  ISoO,  Captain  Horn  made  a  tiip  overland  lo  California, 
fr_.m  ill-health,  and  returned  the  following  Winter  by  Central 
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In  1855  and  1856,  Mr.  Horn  also  edited  the  American  newsr 
paper  at  Bloomfield,  and  the  Repnblican  paper  there  in  1858. 

Dnring  the  Snmmer  of  1862,  wlien  the  disloyal  and  maraud- 
ing men  of  Missouri,  on  the  Southern  Border  of  Iowa,  were 
threatening  the  invasion  of  this  State,  Qovemor  Samuel  J. 
Kirkwood  gave  Mr.  Horn  special  authority  to  organize  the 
militia  of  Davis  County.  And,  immediately  after,  thd  General 
Assembly  of  lowa^  in  extra  session,  with  great  unanimity,  au- 
thorised the  organisation  of  the  ^^  Southern  Border  Brigade.^' 
Mr.  Horn  was  chosen  and  commissioned  as  Captain  of  Com« 
pany  A,  in  the  Second  Battalion  ;  and  the  companies  compos- 
ing that  Battalion  selected  him  as  Mcgor,  or  officer  of  tlie 
highest  rank  in  the  Brigade.  But  Governor  Kirkwood,  from 
motives  of  economy  and  the  kind  of  service  required,  concluded 
to  have  no  higher  rank  than  Captain  commissioned. 

It  may  be  added,  that  Mr.  Horn  held  tlie  office  of  Postmas- 
ter at  Bloomfield,  under  President  Zachary  Taylor ;  and  also 
has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  there ;  Commissioner  to  Super- 
intend the  Draft  in  Davis  County,  in  1862,  and  Enrolling 
Officer  in  1863,  under  the  Conscript  Act  of  Congress. 

To  his  tellow-citizens  and  townsmen,  the  writer  of  this  im- 
perfect sketch  is  much  indebted  for  the  following  summary 
view  of  his  general  cliaracter,  and  estimation  at  home : 

^As  a  professional  roan,  he  has  never  devoted  his  entire  en- 
ergj  and  labor  to  his  legal  studies.  Tet,  as  an  Attorney,  we 
believe,  he  compares  with  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
bar,  who  have  given  the  law  their  more  undivided  attention. 
His  moral  character  is  good.  His  influence  has  always  been 
exercised  on  the  side  of  temperance  and  sobriety.  Though 
not  a  member  of  any  church,  yet  he  has  liberally  contributed 
to  the  erection  of  churcli  edifices,  and  supported  the  ministers 
of  the  various  denominations.  He  was  an  officer  in  the  first 
Sabbath  School  in  the  town,  and  a  charter  member  of  the  first 
Division  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  organized  in  the  county. 
As  a  man  of  truth  and  veracity,  he  has  as  many  friend^!,  per- 
haps, as  any  of  the  leading  men  of  our  community.'' 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add,  that  Captain  Horn  has  gratu- 
iously  devoted  much  time  and  labor  to  the  collection  and 
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preparation  of  the  "  History  of  Davis  County,"  the  publica- 
tion of  wliich  is  condnded  in  this  number  of  the  "Ajtnau  or 
Iowa,"  which,  with  other  literary  and  military  efforts,  will  con- 
stitute a  signal  uionnment  of  his  patriotic  character  while  liv- 
ing, and  a  lasting  memorial  of  his  virtues,  when  departed. 
Serus  in  ocdum  redeat.  8.  S.  H. 


HISTORY  OF  DATIS  CODKTY,  IOWA. 


■OBU  B.  BORV,  or  ■Liwiirin.D. 
GHAPTBR    II. 


CLAIM   LAWS. 


The  history  of  America  fiimiehea  ample  proof  that  the  mveral 
coantriee  of  which  tliis  Continent  forms  a  part,  were,  by  com- 
mon consent  of  the  whole  civilized  world,  considered  as  lost 
goods,  if  ever  owTied  by  any  people.  It  seemed  to  ho  the  opinion 
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the  action,  and  that  on  the  trial  the  poesession  shall  be  consid- 
ered as  extending  to  the  boundaries  of  the  dami  of  such  claim- 
ant without  proving  an  actual  enclosure. 

*^  Provided^  That  such  daim  shall  not  exceed  in  number  of 
acres  the  amount  limited  to  any  one  person,  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  neighborhood  in  which  said  land  is  situated,  and 
shall  not  in  any  case  exceed  in  extent  three  hundred  and  twen- 
tj^acres.  ♦  *  ♦  ♦  *  But  no  such  holder  shall  be  entitled 
to  hold  a  claim  less  than  the  smallest  legal  sub-di vision,  agree- 
ably to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  relative  to  selling  the 
public  lands.  And  all  such  daim  shall  be  marked  out,  so  that 
the  boundaries  thereof  can  be  readily  traced  and  the  extent  of 
said  daim  easily  known  : — Provided^  That  no  person  shall  be 
entitled  to  sustain  either  of  said  actions  for  possession  of,  or 
injury  none  to  any  daim  unless  he  has  actually  made  an  im- 
provement, as  required  by  the  custom  of  the  neighborhood  in 
which  sadi  daim  may  be  situated.'^ 

In  some  neighborhoodB  an  endoeore  was  necessaiy  and  in 
others  it  was  not ;  but  by  the  dub  laws  of  most  neighborhoods, 
the  settler  was  required  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  cabin,  at 
least  sixteen  feet  square.  This  improvement  was  sufficient  to 
hold  the  daim  for  three  months.  Different  neighborhoods  had 
different  laws,  as  we  said  before,  but  they  were  all  framed  to 
come  within  the  meaning  of  the  act  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly 
from  which  we  have  copied,  and  which  may  be  found  in  the 
^  old  blue  back,''  on  page  458.  These  diib  laws  were  scrupu- 
lously adhered  to  by  the  pioneers,  and  no  one  dared  to  inter- 
fere with  the  claim  of  another.  And  whenever  the  improve- 
ment required  was  made,  the  occupant  was  protected  by  his 
neighbors!  in  the  full  enjoyment  thereof,  for  two  or  tiiree  years 
afker  the  lands  were  brought  into  market  by  the  proclamation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  aud  subject  to  private 
entry.  Some  one  or  two  cases  occurred  in  this  county,  where 
some  persons  entered  part  of  the  daims  of  others,  but  the 
whole  neighborhood,  in  each  case,  turned  out  en  mamee^  and 
caused  the  offender  to  deed  the  land  to  the  SquaUer  who  own- 
ed the  daim,  and  by  way  of  puuishment,  made  the  offender 
wait  generally  one  year  for  his  money  without  interest.    Two 
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mdieaMScuneinidertiie  writenownnotiee.  the  ebA  Imma 
also  had  A  pnninoa  to  the  et&d  diat  if  s  5pM<to- took  m  dain 
l*i;ger  than  th  Iswfol,  an  j  part  cf  hia  daim  vat  liable  to  be 
jumped.  We  bare  before  ds  a  copy  of  tbe  ehi  Immm  ot  one 
iieighboriiood  in  thu  conn^,  fioto  whidt  we  copy  a  fav  ate 
tiou: 

"  Sec.  3.  That  we  will  not  benefit  oaradTn  bj  the  piv«iiip- 
(ion  law,  ndther  will  we  suffer  speculators  «  aaj-  other  per- 
eoo  to  be  benefitted  thereby,  except  as  heranafter  i«orided. 

**  8ec.  3.  That  there  ihall  be  acommittee  c^  three  appMBt- 
to  settle  all  digpotea  relative  to  daims,  who  shall  proceed  to 
examioe  into  bj  testioionj  or  otherwiae,  aa  tbej  may  deou 
proper,  and  dedde  acocndinz  to  the  justice  and  merits  of  the 
cUumaot,  and  award  the  daim  to  the  person  that  in  their  opin- 
ion has  the  legal  right  thereto. 

Sec.  4.  No  one  person's  claim  shall  exceed  S90  acres,  and 
shall  be  situated  according  to  tbe  requisites  of  tbe  Btatota  of 
Iowa. 

Beo.  ft.  We  bind  onrselvee  by  oor  1^;al  rights  and  sacred 
honor  that  we  will  protect  and  defend  each  other  against  all 
intmdere  and  spccnlators,  or  claim  jampers,  at  the  risk  of  oar 
lives  and  property. 
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FIB8T  ATTOBNET. 

The  third  session  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  being  the 
first  regular  term,  convened  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Barron,  at  the 
new  oountj  seat,  on  the  first  day  of  Jnlj,  1844.  It  was  at  this 
term  of  the  coort  that  the  first  lawyer  made  his  appearance  as 
Buch.  The  canse  in  which  he  appeared  is  this.  When  the 
Commissioners  appointed  to  locate  the  seat  of  justice,  had 
selected  the  quarter-section  upon  which  Dr.  Barron  had  a  claim, 
the  County  Board  had  promised  that  if  he  would  relinquish 
his  right  in  favor  of  the  county,  they  would  donate  him  a  small 
portion  of  the  town.  Becoming  alarmed  least  the  court  would 
do  him  injustice,  he  employed  J.  W.  Kidder,  Esq.,  to  see  after 
his  interest  in  the  matter.  Having  disturbed  the  court  from 
day  to  day,  Mn  Kidder  became  very  restless,  and  on  the  last 
day  of  the  session,  when  the  court  (which  had  been  kept  on 
short  allowance,)  was  anxious  to  get  through  their  business 
and  return  home,  he  again  made  his  appearance,  with  an  arm- 
uU  of  books,  cocked  and  primed  to  ma  ve  a  speech.  The  court 
coolly  informed  the  attorney  that  they  had  no  time  or  inclina- 
tion to  listen  to  a  speech,  and  that  if  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  make 
one,  he  might  address  himself  to  a  stump  which  stood  near  the 
door,  which  they  had  no  doubt  would  be  less  disturbed  by  bis 
noise  than  the  court  would  I  The  legal  gentleman  was  taken 
somewhat  aback,  but  gathering  up  his  books  and  papers  re* 
tired.  Thus  ended  the  first  effort  of  the  first  legal  gentleman 
of  our  county.  At  this  term  of  the  court  the  County  Survey* 
or  made  his  roport  of  the  survey  of  tlie  town  into  streets, 
alleys  and  lots.  His  report,  the  records  tell  us,  ^^  was  first  ex- 
amined and  received  as  returned  by  G.  S.  Lackman,  County 
Surveyor."  The  quarter-section  was  laid  off  into  f^rty-nine 
blocks  of  eight  lots  to  each  block,  except  block  twenty-five, 
which  was  reserved  as  a  public  park.  On  the  third  day  of  this 
sesfiion,  Mr.  Van  Caldwell  was  authorized  to  ^^  keep  a  Ferry 
on  the  Des  Moines,"  ^^  where  the  old  Mormon  track"  crosses 
^*'  said  river,  for  the  sum  of  $3,20  cts.  a  year."  Mr.  Job  Car- 
ter was  also  authorized  to  keep  a  Ferry  on  the  same  river 
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**  wliere  the  territorial  road  from  Iowa  Cit;  to  the  Missoori 
line,  crosses  the  same,  for  the  snm  of  $5,00  a  year.''  As  the 
JUisEOuri  State  line  is  some  200  miles  in  length  between  the 
Hiseissippi  and  Hiseonri  rivers,  we  don't  think  oar  friend 
Job's  ferry  franchises  confined  to  any  particnlar  locatitj  by  the 
record.  But  notwiChBtanding  tlie  uncertainty  of  the  place  u 
the  coart  left  it,  Job  know  precisely  where  it  was,  arul  there- 
fore had  no  trouble  on  that  score. 

A    COHSTABLE    IK   TBOITBLS. 

As  a  general  rule,  the  first  immigrants  to  onr  coanty  were 
honest,  honorable  and  very  prompt  in  tlie  payment  of  their 
debts;  but  as  there  are  some  exceptions  lo  all  general  roles, 
so  there  were  some  exceptions  to  the  general  promptness  of 
the  early  pioneers  along  this  border.  Mr.  Noah  Fairo  was 
numbered  among  the  exceptions,  and  by  a  too  liberal  expan- 
sion of  his  credit,  he  had  contracted  a  debt  altogether  too  pon* 
derons  for  his  somewhat  depleted  parse.  Failing  to  come  to 
time,  his  creditor  appealed  to  the  Coercive  provisions  of  the 
old  "  Blue  Back  "  for  redress,  and  in  due  time  obtained  a  Jadg- 
ment  against  the  defaulting  Koah.  A  writ  ot  fieri  Jaeia»,  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Cephas  M.  HLrless,  then  one  of  the  high  Con- 
Btablea  of  Soap  Creek  Township.     Cephiis  being  prompt  in 
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fi>roe,  wrested  tbe  mare  from  the  ConstaMe's  possession,  and 
then  and  there  gave  him  asonnd  thrashing! — thereby  creating 
a  new  cause  of  action.  He  was  immediately  arraigned  befi»re 
Justice  C.  M.  Jennings  f  ^r  resisting  the  oflScer  when  in  the 
discharge  of  his  daties,  and  fur  a  breach  of  the  peace,  was 
ibnnd  guilty  and  fined  one  dollar !  In  conseqnence  of  this 
difficulty,  or  for  some  other  reason,  Cephns  soon  afterwards 
emmigrated  to  Hazel  Green,  Wisconsin,  where  he  resided  for 
several  years,  bat  subsequently  returned  to  this  county,  and  is 
now  in  the;  service  of  his  country  in  the  3d  Begiment  of  Iowa 
Gimdry  Volunteers. 

RAIBT  NATIOK. 

The  appearance  of  the  collector  of  taxes  on  the  ^^  Dispute  " 
never  failed,  tor  the  two  or  three  years  after  its  settlement,  to 
produce  trouble,  as  not  ipore  than  one  ter^th  of  the  citizens  of 
that  part  of  the  county  would  willingly  pay  one  cent  toward 
the  support  of  either  Iowa  or  Missouri.  The  resistance  offer- 
ed by  those  squatters  to  the  officers  of  the  law,  not  only  in  tlie 
eoUectioh  of  taxes,  but  at  times  to  the  services  of  other  pro- 
cess, was  somewhat  formidable.  The  whole  of  the  non  paying 
portion  of  those  residing  on  the  ^^  dispute,"  were  organized  (as 
were  the  citizens  of  tbe  several  neighborhoods  througliout  the 
county)  into  bands  or  '^  dubs,^^  the  better  to  protect  each  other 
in  the  possession  of  their  ^^claims,"  which  in  our  county,  oon- 
risted  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  grivemment  land. 
This  was  all  well  enough  in  itself,  but  on  the  ^  Dispute"  their 
resistance  to  '^  claim  jumping,"  and  the  bringingto  terms  those 
who  offended  against  the  dub  lawB^  constituted  but  a  portion 
of  the  business  some  of  the  citizens  took  upon  themselves  to 
trmnsact  Refusing  to  pay  and  resisting  the  collection  of  tax<»s 
at  first,  but  after  <vards  offering  resistance  to  the  service  of  other 
lefal  process,  especially  those  in  the  hands  of  the  officers  of 
Hiflsoari,  constituted  a  large  share  of  the  business  of  these  or- 
ganized ^cIuIm"  on  the  *^  Dispute."  A  second  attempt  to  col- 
lect taxes  of  these  people  by  the  State  of  Missouri,  fully  satis- 
fied the  collector  that  the  opposition  to  such  a  procedure  waa 

entirely  too  ftraddablei    Se  therefore*  tt^irA  fiMtta*  Wiiix  ^"t- 
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tion  of  "  the  field  of  his  la'iora  "  with  diegnet,  Bwearing  that 
the  people  were  anmansgeable,  and  he  would  jiiet  as  bood 
undertake  to  do  business  with  a  menagarie  of  wild  animals  I 
The  accounts  given  of  these  people  by  the  Missouri  ofBdals, 
together  with  their  unshaven  faces,  wolf-skin  caps,  &&,  gave 
rise  to  the  cognocien  "  Haibt  Nation  I"  hy  which  the  people 
residing  on  the  "Dispute,"  atlerwards  termed  tbemselves,  and 
hy  which  Davis  County  is  still  known. 

WLLINQ,    AC. 

In  1838,  Mr.  ■William  Miner  settled  on  a  "claim"  where 
the  village  of  Troy  now  stands.  Mr.  Fleming  Mize,  Saui*! 
Evans,  tien.,  William  D.  Evans,  and  William  McCormick  also, 
settled  in  the  year  11^0.  And  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Hugh 
Abernatliy  that  he  came  here  on  the  17th  of  September,  1839, 
and  that  when  he  came  R  F.  Wilson,  Levi  Pickens,  Tarleto 
Flder  and  others,  were  here.  All  these  pioneers  lived  on  the 
"  dispute,"  or  on  that  part  of  the  Black  Hawk  purchase  now 
included  in  this  county.  But  notwithstanding  they  were  be- 
bond  danger  from  the  Dragoons  they  had  a  hard  time.  As  I 
am  informed  by  Mr.  Abeniatliy,  the  aetiUra  at\er  the  first  year 
had  plenty  of  "  hog  and  hominy,"  wild  game  and  honey.  Bat 
when  the  famous  Missouri  war  broke  ont  ourwUfert  experienc- 
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article  conid  be  had  almost  for  the  asking,  and  the  army  of  this 
territory  was  disbanded,  and  returned  to  their  cabins. 

POST  OFFIOE^MATTEBS. 

Abont  March,  1842,  a  post  ofBce  was  established  at  what  is 
now  Stringtown,  in  this  county,  but  on  the  old  or  '^  Black 
Hawk  Purchase."  This  office  was  called  J^aXy  which  name  it 
retained  until  a  year  so  ago,  when  it  was  changed  to  String- 
town.  Samuel  Anderson  Evans,  Esq.,  now  of  Keokuk  coun- 
ty, was  the  first  postmaster.  The  mail  was  first  brought  to 
this  office  by  Col.  Stiles  S.  Carpenter,  who  then  resided  at  In- 
dian Prairie,  Yan  Buren  county,  and,  as  we  understand,  was 
the  postmaster  at  that  place.  Aft^r  a  trip  or  two,  Mr.  Samuel 
Swearetiger  obtained  a  contract  from  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment at  Washington  to  carry  the  mail  weekly  until  the  general 
mail  lettinge. 

The  second  office  was  at  the  house  of  Lloyd  A.  Nelson-^n 
|he  farm  now  owned  by  William  Wishard,  on  the  Fox  divide. 
Mr.  Nelson  was  postmaster,  and  the  office  was  called  *'  Lewis- 
ton.^  This  office  was  established  in  1844,  and  there  was  con* 
riderable  rivalry  in  its  establishment  At  that  time  CoL  Car- 
penter had  a  ^^  claim  "  about  two  miles  south-east  of  this  place 
— a  fiirm  now  owned  by  William  S.  Martin — which  he  called 
^Prairie  Springs."  The  county  seat  was  not  yet  located,  and 
die  Colonel  and  his  friends  were  doing  all  they  could  to  get  it 
located  at  the  Springs,  on  his  *^  claim,''  while  those  on  Fox  di- 
vide were  anxious  to  have  the  seat  of  justice  at  Lewiston,  on 
the  daim  of  Mr.  Nelson.  The  following  letter  addressed  to 
CoL  Carpenter  by  Gen.  Dodge,  will  afibrd  some  light  on  the 
subject  of  the  establishment  of  this  office,  and  also  bring  to 
light  a  characteristic  letter  of  one  of  Iowa's  early  pioneers  and 
fittt  friends: 

Washington,  D.  C,  Jan.  27tb,  1844. 
Mt  Dear  Sib  : — 

Business  of  a  pressing  nature,  and  a  desire  to  look  into  your 
Poet  Office  matters,  prevented  me  from  sooner  answering 
your  letters  of  the  27rh  of  November  and  4th  ultimo. 

Tbe  rivalship  which  at  present  exists  betweenyoor  towu  «cid 
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I^wisfon  Witt  daabtlesB  be  settled  in  favor  of  the  one  at  wbidi 
the  coiintjr  seat  may  l>e  located.  These  local  difficoltieB  an 
matters  in  whicli  I  never  take  part.  Mj:  desire  biins^  to  ren- 
der tlie  greatest  ainoiint  of  good  to  the  greatest  nnmberof  my 
constituents.  Were  I  do  eo  in  this  case,  I  shonld  certaiolv  m 
on  your  side,  and  on  that  of  oar  estimable  and  worthy  thend 
F.  S'leet,  £sq.,  as  you  are  both  Democrats  and  particular 
friends  of  mine,  and  have  written  to  me  on  the  sntgect,  where- 
as the  other  patties  have  not  done  so,  nor  do  I  know  whether 
I  am  BcquRlntett  with  them  or  nut.  My  object  then  is  to  lay 
to  yon,  lix  yimr  county  seat;  to  it  the  mail  will  have  to  m; 
and  then  petition  Congress  for  the  other  routes  which  jon  ae- 
sire  in  ana  throngh  your  connty.  Ton  will  send  tbeee  peti- 
tions to  me,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  have  each  rontee  eatabliBh- 
ed  as  will  afford  to  Davis  and  Appanoose  counties  the  mail  it- 
dlitiee  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

Give  my  kindest  r^ards  to  Mr.  Street  and  family,  and  be- 
lieve  me  to  be  with  bigb  r^ard  and  and  esteem, 
Tour  obedieiit  servant  and  fhend, 

A.  0.  DODGK 

S.  8.  Oabpestkb, 

Prairie  Springs,  Davis  County, 
Indian  Frairie,  Van  Buren  County,  la. 

The  Colonel  and  his  friends  did  not  succeed,  but  the  ofllos 
did  not  remain  long  at  Lewiston,  for  as  soon  as  the  coimty  aeat 
was  located,  at  the  present  site,  this  office  was  diecontinsed, 
and  one  establiiihed  at  Bloomtield.    Mr.  George  Waabiagtim 
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Mr.  8.  having  consnlted  his  friends  ^s  to  the  propriety  of  ap- 
pointing the  Captain,  it  was  finally  determined  that  it  wonld 
be  best  to  recommend  some  other  person,  and  accordingly 
John  W.  Ellis,  £sq.,  was  recommended  to  the  department, 
and  received  the  appointment.  At  that  time  Hr.  Ellis  lived  on 
hia  *^  daim,'^  in  or  near  Fox  Bottom,"  and  conld  not  therefore 
give  his  personal  attention  to  the  duties  of  the  office.  He 
therefore  made  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  S.  Steele,  who  took 
chaige  of  it  and  attended  to  its  duties ;  and  afterwards  having 
received  the  appointment  himself,  held  the  office  until  the 
spriag  of  1849,  when  he  resigned,  and  the  writer  of  these 
sketches  received  the  appointment,  which  he  also  resigned  the 
next  year. 

▲  CONSTABLE  PUZZLED. 

About  this  time  one  neighbcnrhood  in  our  county  was  ibrtu- 
Bate  in  the  selection  of  their  township  officers,  and  having 
found  one  individual  who  they  thought  would  ^  do  to  tie  to," 
for  several  years  in  succession,  they,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
etoctive  franchise,  elevated  above  the  common  people  ^nd 
Hiflde  constable  I    Indeed, 

«<  He  sal  Ugh  in  all  the  peopl^i  hmtiB, 

And  Uiat  wkicli  wonld  appear  oibnat  in  Viv 
Hii  counteoanee,  like  rieheei  alchev/. 
Changed  to  virtne  and  worthiness.'* 

• 

Thia  fiuthful  official  continued  to  discharge  the  multifimoua 
intifn  imposed  upon  him  by  the  ^  old  blue  back,"  and  was 
looked  to  by  his  neighbors  for  advice  in  all  legal  matters  for 
souie  two  or  three  years.  At  length,  however,  as  the  country 
latUed  up,  and  school  teachers  and  others  deeply  learned  came 
in,  oar  fiiithful  public  servant  was  less  consulted  upon  j^'tnliof 
lawy  &c^  and  was  now  and  then  sorely  puzzled  to  fully  com- 
pvebend  all  that  he  saw  embodied  ia  the  legal  papers  put  into 
his  possession  for  ^4egal  service  and  due  return."  In  the 
course  ot  time  a  muss  was  got  up  in  the  neighborhood — a  law 
suit  was  instituted  before  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
§fi^  i^  b^g  a^^intt  several  cif  tl^e  principle  settlen,  oooxual 
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from  Keosauqaft  was  cmplojed.  The  Keoeanqna  lawyer  (in 
order  that  no  adrantaj^  sliouid  be  tiiken  of  the  writ,  or  the 
insufficiency  of  the  affidavit,  which  invariably  raised  a  p'iat 
in  early  time,)  had  drawn  np  both,  and  there  being  several  de- 
fendants, the  back  of  the  writ  was  endorsed,  "The  United 
States  of  America,  vs.  Powers,  Kicliey  ei  al"  Onr  faithful 
pnblic  servant  proceeded  forthwith  to  arrest  oil  the  defendanto 
named  in  the  body  of  the  writ,  and  bronght  tbem  before  the 
conrt  Having  made  diligent  search  and  inqniry  for  the  de- 
fendant last  named  on  the  back  of  the  writ,  who  was  a  strtn- 
fcer  to  him,  he  entered  the  Jnstice^s  office  with  much  anxiety 
depicted  on  hia  countenance,  and  addressed  the  conrt  thna : — 
"See  here.  Squire,  who  is  this  et  at f  1  ve  been  looking foir 
him  all  day  and  can't  find  bim  ;  and  mor'n  that  I  can't  find  a 
man  in  these  parts  as  know  him  ;  and  I  don't  believe  there's 
sicha  man  io  this  county."  The  worthy  jusuce,  alter  cooenlt- 
ing  the  diapter  on  executions  and  toet  goods,  suggested  that  he 
make  return  of  **  not  found  "  as  to  that  defendant 

BOOCS  HONET. 

As  early  as  the  year  1843,  suspicion  had  gone  abroad  that 
"b^^s"  money  was  being  coined  along  the  Wycondah  on 
the  "dispute"  in  onr  county.  The  suspicion  was  kept  np, 
and  en  was  the  manufacture  of  spurious  coin,  as  many  believe, 
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^  his  knowledge  and  belief."    A  capias  was  therefore  issued 
'*in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America,"  and  placed 
in  the  hands  of  Charles  B.  Rnnyan,  constable,  whose  return 
read  as  follows:  ^^I  have,  as  commanded,  searched  the  within 
named  Willis  and  Pussell,  with  the  assistance  of  Israel  Kister 
ard  J.  H«  Boon,  and  found  spurious  money  upon  the  person  of 
said  Pussell,  whose  body  I  herewith  deliver  unto  you  as  re- 
quired by  law."    On  the  docket  of  the  Justice,  the  entry  reads 
fhos:  *^The  defendant,  Greenbury  Willis,  is  discharged  on  the 
ground,  that  no  counterfeit  money  was  found  concealed  by  the 
constable,  about  his  person  !"    And  the  said  ^' James  Pussell" 
was  discharged,  the  private  prosecutor  not  appearing  against 
him.    Therefore,  I  shall  decide  that  the  private  prosecutor  pay 
the  costs  of  s  id  suit,  taxed  at  $8,42^  cents.     ^^  L.  0.  Evans,  J. 
P."    Mr.  Cole,  the  private  prosecutor,  did  not  feel  disposed  to 
pay  the  costs,  and  therefore  feeling  himself  grieved  by  the  de* 
dsion  of  the  court,  appealed  from  the  judgment    When  the 
case  came  up  in  the  District  Court,  L.  D.  Stockton  appeared 
lor  the  United  States,  William  Thorn i^>son  for  Cole,  and  James 
H.  Cowles  for^^Willis  and  Pnssel.    The  counsel  for  defendants 
jBled  the  following:  The  said  defendants  by  their  attorney, 
moves  to  dismiss  this  appeal  on  the  following  causes.     1st, 
said  appeal  is  wrongfully  taken ;  2d,  said  appeal  is  irregular 
and  "(n^  of  order /^^    This   motion    was   sustained  by  the 
coart,  to  which  Cole's  attorney  took  exceptions,  but  as  the  de- 
^ndants  were  not  indicted  by  the  grand  jury,  this  case  was 
not  taken  up.    The  cases  remained  on  the  docket  for  seve- 
xal  years,  but  were  finally  dismissed  by  agreement,  the  de- 
fendants  paying   costs.     So  it  remained   a   mystery  for  a 
long  time  whether  ^^  bogus  "  coin  had  been  manufactured  in 
our  county.    A  few  vears  ago,  however,  *he  molds  and  some 
other  apparatus  for  coining  Mexican  dollars  were  found  in  the 
voot  of  a  large  tree  on  the  Wyacondah,  in  the  neighborhood 
>rhere  the  suspicions  had  rested.    Those  tools  were  brought  to 
town  by  Mr.  Carter,  who  found  them,  and  were  presented  to 
flie  County  Court  wliile  in  session.    The  writer  was  present  at 
the  time,  but  he  does  not  nuw  recollect  the  date,  neither  can 
lie  lay  what'wa8*done^ with  them. 
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The  first  marriage  license  iaaced  in  onr  ocmnty,  was  on 
the  S6th  day  of  March,  ISH.  and  was  perhaps  the  first  official 
act  of  Cul.  Carpenter  after  his  appointineat  as  Olerk  of  Ae 
District  Conrt.  The  retnm  of  the  marriage  read  as  f<^lowa. 
"  Territory  of  Iowa,  Davis  Connty,  ea.  I  hereby  certify  that 
on  the  27th  day  of  March,  "A.  D."  1844,  at  the  home  of  M>. 
Downing,  in  said  county,  I  solemnized  the  rites  of  matrimony 
between  Thomas  King  and  Harriet  Downing,  the  former  aged 
24  and  the  latter  aged  20 ;  both  of  sud  coimty,  "Giren  un- 
der my  hand  this  22d  day  ot  April,  1844.^* 

*'  L.  N.  ESOLIBH,  J.  p." 

The  3d  section  of  the  act  of  January  6tb,  1840,  relating  to 
marriages,  provided  that  "  any  minister  of  the  Goepel,^*  np(m 
prodncing  to  the  Clerk  of  the  District  Conrt  of  any  cuanty  in 
this  territory,  in  which  he  officiates,  credenUals  of  his  being  a 
regular  ordained  minister  of  any  reli^oos  society  or  congr^a- 
tion,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  fh>m  said  Clerk,  a  license  au- 
thorizing him  to  solemnize  marriages  within  "  this  territory," 
&C.,  and  the  4th  and  5th  sections  of  the  same  act  provide  that 
when  a  minister  having  snch  a  license  from  one  connty,  and 
wishing  to  officiate  in  any  other  county,  mnst  *'  produce  to 
the  clerk  his  license,*      »      »      •      and  swd  Clerk  shall 
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along  the  southern  boundary  of  our  county,  and  on  the  line  of 
Van  Buren — the  former  on  the  "Dispute'' — the  latter  on 
that  part  of  the  "Black  Hawk  Purchase"  lying  within  the 
present  limits  of  our  county.  It  was  in  this  year  that  Mr. 
James  U.  Jordan  establiohed  a  trading  post  in  this  county, 
near  a  village  of  the  bac  and  Fox  Indians  on  the  Des  Moines 
river.  And  early  in  the  year  1838,  he  permanently  kK»ted  on 
the  premises  now  owned  and  occupied  by  him.  Mr.  Van 
Caldwell  and  a  few  others  also  settled  near  the  same  place  in 
1889  and  18^0.  The  celebrated  war  chief,  Black  Hawk,  after 
his  last  return  from  the  Eastern  States,  say  in  the  spring  of 
1838,  settled  in  our  county,  with  his  family,  where  he  contin- 
ued to  reside  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  took  place 
about  the  first  of  October,  1S38. 

And  here  I  will  call  attention  to  the  statement  of  Willard 
Barrows,  Esq.,  author  of  the  history  of  Scott  county.    (An- 
nals of  1863,  page  50.)    He  says:  "The  varied  accounts  of 
the  death  and  burial  of  Black  Hawk  are  such  as  to  induce  the 
author  to  say  that  he  was  not  buried  in  a  sitting  posture  en 
the  bank  of  the  Des  Moines  river,  where  he  could  see  the  ca- 
noes of  his  tribe  as  they  passed  to  the  good  hunting  ground,'' 
as  was  stated  in  some  accounts  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
Neither  was  he  buried  as   Schoolcraft  says,   "  with  all  the 
rights  of  sepulture  which  are  only  bestowed  upon  their  most 
distinguished  men,  and  that  they  buried  him  in  his  war  dress, 
in  a  sitting  posture,  on  an  eminence,  and  covered  him  with  a 
mound  of  earth."    He  sickened  and  died  near  lowaville,  the 
site  of  his  old  town  on  the  Des  Moines  river,  in  Wapello  coun- 
ty, of  this  State,  and  was  buried  close  by,  like  Wapello,  an- 
other chief  of  his  tribe,  after  the  fashion  of  the  whites."    Mr. 
fiarrows,  no  doubt,  is  honestly  mistaken,  as  he  was  at  the  cabin 
and  grave  of  Black  Hawk.    It  is  undoubtedly  a  mibtake, 
however,  that  he  either  died  or  was  buried  in  Wapello  county. 
I  have  myself  been  at  the  grave  of  the  Chief,  and  know  it  to 
be  in  Davis  county.    It  being  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river, 
has  undoubtedly  led  Mr.  Barrows  into  the  error  of  supposing 

it  to  be  in  Wapello  county.    Mr.  James  H.  Jordan,  who  set* 
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tied  in  oar  connt;  io  1837, — a  gentleman  of  nndonbted  vwao- 
ity, — upon  several  occaBione  h;ie  given  me  very  full  acconnta 
of  hie  sickness,  death,  burial,  &c.  The  cabin  of  Black  Hawk 
and  that  of  Kir.  Jordan  were  situated  only  about  ten  rods 
apart  The  old  chief's  family  during  his  residence  here,  con- 
sisted of  himself  aud  wile,  two  suns — (Nau-she-as-kuk  and 
Wai-saa-me-aan) — a  daughter — (Nau-ne-qna) — and  her  bu>- 
band.  I  learn  from  Mr.  Jordan,  who  was  at  his  bedude  tha 
day  previous  to  his  death,  that  at  that  time  Black  Hawk  made 
him  a  present  of  a  sword  and  a  bowie-knife,  which  he  had  re- 
ceived while  at  the  East  a  year  or  two  before.  That  day  Mr. 
Jordan  started  for  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  on  business,  and  be- 
fore he  returned,  the  spirit  ot  the  old  chief  had  taken  its  flij^t, 
and  he  had  been  duly  interred  by  his  family  and  friends.  Hi* 
resting  place  for  awhile  was  near  bis  cabin,  on  the  old  council 
ground,  at  the  upper  end  of  the  small  blue-grass  prairie,  above 
lowaville.  I  have  it  from  Mr.  Jordan,  who  saw  his  re- 
muns  a  few  days  after  their  interment,  that  he  was  interred  l^ 
placing  bis  back  on  a  board,  his  feet  in  a  hole  about  fifteeu 
inches  deep,  his  head  elevated  about  three  feet  from  the 
ground.  He  was  dressed  in  a  military  suit  presented  to  him 
by  some  of  General  Jackson's  cabinet,  including  a  military 
cap,  which  was  ornamented  with  feathers,  after  the  custom  of 
the  tribe.     To  his  letl  side  was  attached  a  aword  presented  to 
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was  worn  out  by  the  wind.  Near  the  grave  a  large  hewed 
poet  was  planted,  on  which  was  inscribed,  in  Indian  char- 
acters, many  of  the  warrior's  heroic  deeds.  A  small  piece 
of  ground,  inclading  the  grave,  flag-staff^  &c.,  was  inclosed 
with  a  strong  picket  fence,  in  circular  form,  about  twelve 
feet  high.  Here  the  body  remained,  as  I  am  informed 
by  If  r.  Jordan,  until  July,  1839,  when  it  was  taken  away 
by  one  Dr.  Turner,  then  residing  at  Leadngton,  Van  Buren 

eannty. 

[To  he  cantinuedJ] 


AN  ADDRESS  DELIVERED  BEFORE  THE  H  AWKETE 

PIONEER  ASSOCIATION  OF  DES  MOINES 

COUNTY,  IOWA,  JUNE  2d,  1868. 

BY  HON.   0HARLB8   ICASON. 
[OOKCLUDED  FBOIC  JULY    VUXBBB.] 

^  In  July,  1838,  we  became  a  separate  Territory,  and  not 
long  afterwards,  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands  in  this  neigh- 
"borhood  having  been  completed,  the  boundaries  of  our  counties 
^were  fixed  with  precision.  The  public  lands  were  brought  into 
market,  and  we  became  possessed  of  the  legal  titles  to  our  real 
estate.  R^nlar  government  was  soon  afterwards  established 
in  the  older  counties,  and  rapidly  extended,  as  civilization  made 
its  way  into  the  interior. 

As  illustrative  of  the  novel  uses  to  which  it  was  necessary 
to  adapt  the  limited  means  within  our  reach  in  those  early  days, 
and  of  the  shifts  to  which  we  were  driven  by  the  great  mother 
of  invention,  I  need  but  remind  you  of  some  of  the  scenes 
which  have  been  witnessed  within  these  very  walls.*  The 
miun  body  of  this  edifice  has  now  been  standing  about  twenty 

*<•  Old  Zioa  "  Cbnroh. 
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years.  It  waa  the  tirst  and  for  many  years  the  only  chnrcli 
bu'lding  in  the  city  ot  Bnrltngtou. 

Whoever  at  the  prcecat  day  sits  within  its  hallowed  pre- 
cinctB,  listening  to  the  fervid  prater,  the  calm  discoarBe,  the 
swelling  anthem  or  the  lond  hosanna,  woqM  be  very  erroneous 
in  the  conclueion  that  these  were  tlieonly  sounds  that  had  ever 
echoed  within  its  consecrated  walls.  No:  other  halls  hare 
witnessed  more  important  and  more  tragical  scenes,  but  where 
will  you  find  those  that  conld  give  a  more  variegated  history 
of  wliat  liad  transpired  within  them  f 

Here  was  embodied,  tor  several  years,  the  legislative  wis- 
dom of  the  Territory  of  Iowa — the  "  Lower  "  House  paradoxi- 
cally occupying  the  hall  above,  and  the  "Upper"  Honee,  the 
roo.ii  below,  Frcm  these  went  forth  those  edicts  which  for 
many  a  year  have  rnled  this  goodly  land.  Here,  too,  the  Sn- 
preme  Judicial  Tribunal  of  the  Territory  held  ite  sometime 
session,  and  the  regular  terras  of  the  District  Court  were  here 
convened  for  many  a  saccessive  year.  Here  the  rights  of  per 
sons  and  property  were  adjudicated.  Here  the  felon  trembled 
and  hoped  at  tlie  prospect  ot  an  inefficient  penitentiary,  and 
here  tlie  murderer  received  his  linal  earthly  doom. 

Nor  is  this  all.  With  the  eye  of  vivid  recollection  I  now 
see  before  me  the  aaecmbled  patriotism  of  this  young  city,  in 
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impression  upon  the  walls  of  ^*  Old  Zion,"  which  looked  on  in 
Btaid  gravity,  and  seemed  fully  prepared  not  to  be  soprised  at 
anything  strange  thereafter. 

But  all  these  things  have  long  since  passed  away.  Our  in 
Btitations,  civil,  political  and  religious,  strengthened  and  ma- 
tured by  the  very  s  rocks  and  commotions  to  which  they 
have  been  subjected,  have  at  length  settled  down  into  order 
and  quiet  and  propriety.  Nearly  twelve  years  since  our  Ter- 
ritory having  passed  through  the  necessary  training  in  incip- 
ient self-government,  having  sufficiently  organized  and  solidi- 
fied her  institutions,  and  having  acquired  the  necessary 
amount  of  population,  was  admitted  into  that  great  sisterhood 
of  States,  which,  by  its  moral,  more  than  by  its  physical  pow- 
er, is  now  felt  throughout  the  earth,  and  will  at  no  distant  day, 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  give  law  to  the  whole  race  of  man- 
kind. 

There  are  some  events  which  seem  to  increase  in  magnitude 
and  importance  as  they  recede  in  distance.  The  establishment 
of  a  new  State — one  that  is  probably  destined  to  exist  till 
^  the  last  syllable  of  recorded  time  " — is  of  that  sublime  and 
solemn  character.  While  that  State  endures  its  founders  will 
become  more  and  more  venerated.  To  us  of  the  present  age 
and  country,  such  an  event  is  of  so  common  occurrence  that, 
like  the  glory  of  the  morning  sun  or  the  starry  vault  of  mid- 
night, it  fails  to  be  adequately  appreciated.  But  when  the  his- 
torian of  the  thirtieth  century  shall  attempt  to  trace  the  rise, 
progress  and  destiny  of  our  federal  Union  and  its  sovereign 
constituents,  he  will  rank  the  empire  builders  of  the  present 
day  and  country  high  in  the  scale  of  human  philanthropists 
and  benefactors.  Individually,  their  names  may  all  have  sunk 
into  oblivion,  but,  like  the  invisible  stars  that  shed  their  twi- 
light glory  over  the  milky  way,  the  united  acts  of  those  who 
planted,  fostered  and  protected  the  infancy  of  our  broad  State, 
shall  glow  and  brighten  on  the  page  of  history  forever.  Not 
that  their  names  were  written  on  the  scroll  of  fame  in  char- 
acters of  human  blood ;  not  that  they  had  carried  havoc  and 
desolation  into  the  peaceful  homes  of  a  neighboring  people. 
The  trinmphs  of  peace  will  hereafter  be  ranked  bi^Vi  ^on^ 
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those  of  the  moet  sacceeBfal  acts  of  violencs  and  bloodsbad. 
Those  who,  obeying  the  generoas  instincts,  which  prompt  the 
joung  and  ardent  to  brave  danger  for  the  public  weal,  abao- 
doned  tbo  comforts  of  dvilized  life,  and  the  homes  ot  thdr 
early  years,  to  plant  the  standard  of  civilization  in  the  wildo^ 
nesB,  who  contended  not  in  the  esdting  strife  with  foes  of  flesh 
and  blood,  but  with  the  debilitating  diseases  and  dishearteiuDg 
privations  incident  to  a  frontier  life.  Who,  in  tnnte,  ancom- 
plaining  agony,  saw  the  friends  whom  they  loved  as  their  own 
Boals,  &de  and  die  in  their  arms  or  by  their  udee ;  who,  by 
their  Bofferinge,  their  efforts  and  their  sacrifices,  have  caused  to 
spring  forth  from  the  soil  of  this  great  State  the  food  and  eom- 
fort  which  make  glad  the  hearts  of  millions  In  otiier  lands. 
These  are  they  who,  in  after  timee,  will  receive  the  meed  of 
praise  as  being  the  heroes  of  peace,  the  j^ennine  ben^sctora  of 
the  world. 

And  here  I  dose  my  reflections  npon  the  past ;  bnt  from  my 
present  stand-point  I  cannot  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of 
glancing  for  a  moment  in  the  opposite  direction.  The  interest 
of  this  occasion  arises  not  more  from  the  contrast  of  the 
Present  with  the  Fast,  than  from  that  with  the  fntare. 

In  point  of  importance  in  the  Federal  circle,  we  now  nnk 
among  the  smallest  ot  the  States.    The  next  census  will  show 
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assisted  in  establishiDg  continne  to  inflaeDco  the  destinies  of 

this  mighty  State. 

Bat  let  U8  give  oor  vision  a  wider  range,  and  mark  the  prom- 
ised progress  of  that  whole  country  of  which  we  form  so  fair 
a  portion.  It  is  not  in  her  individual  capacity — sovereign 
though  she  be — that  the  brightening  destinies  of  our  State  ex- 
hibit themselves  in  their  grandest  and  most  interesting  aspect ; 
bot  it  is  as  a  member  of  that  great  social  compact  of  sover- 
eigns, which  out  of  many  forms  but  one,  that  she  excites  our 
highest  patriotic  pride. 

Since  the  epoch  we  now  celebrate,  the  population  of  the 
United  States  has  fully  doubled  ;  then  wealth,  power,  and  im- 
portance have  augmented  in  a  much  greater  ratio.  Already 
have  we  the  largest  commercial  marine  of  any  power  on 
the  face  of  the  earth ;  with  only  one  competitor  in  all  the 
arts  of  peace,  and  \iith  a  more  active  and  enterprising 
people  than  can  be  found  elsewhere  under  the  sun.  At 
the  end  of  another  quarter  of  a  century,  our  numbers, 
judging  by  the  past,  will  have  doubled  again— exceeding 
those  of  France  or  Great  Britain,  including  all  except 
her  Asiatic  dependencies;  and  by  the  commencement  of 
another  century  we  shall  equal  those  of  even  Russia  her- 
6el£  Before  that  date  the  financial  centre  of  the  civilized 
world  will  have  crossed  the  Atlantia  Our  limits  will  include 
all  that  is  of  essential  value  in  the  whole  of  North  America; 
oor  progress  in  science,  agriculture,  the  useful  arts,  the  means 
of  locomotion,  and  all  that  gives  real  prosperity  shall  be  un- 
equalled by  any  other  nation,  and  we  shall  sfand  confessedly 
the  leading  power  npon  the  face  of  the  whole  earth. 

Hot  that  our  military  strength  and  appointments,  either  on 
the  ocean  or  on  the  land,  shall  exceed  those  of  any  of  the  sov- 
ereigns of  Europe ;  not  that  we  are  about  to  enter  on  a  career 
of  conquest,  to  subjugate  by  force  our  neighbors,  either  on  the 
Korth  or  on  the  South.  Such  an  attempt  would  be  tlie  extreme 
of  fully,  not  to  say  of  wickedness,  and  would  lead  us  far  away 
from  the  end  at  which  we  should  be  aiming. 

Our  mission  is,  ^^  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  all  men.'' 
On  that,  as  a  foundation,  our  government  rests.    TYisX  \a  V!bA 
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source  of  sU  oar  real  power  and  proj^ross.  UnleBa  urged  by 
some  great  necessity,  we  should  not  deviate  from  that  line  of 
policy.  We  bare  bnt  to  follow  the  precept  of  the  Golden 
Kule  and  the  dictates  of  our  own  moral  sense,  to  deal  jnatly, 
kindly,  generously,  witii  each  other  and  with  all  other  na  tons; 
to  practise  charity  and  moderation,  but  at  the  same  time  friend- 
ship, both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  in  order  not  only  to  confer  on 
others,  but  aUo  to  secure  to  ourselves,  the  greatest  possible 
amount  of  benefits — including  territorial  expansion,  national 
growth,  and  that  moral  power  which  as  greatly  exceeds  ^j*- 
ical  force  on  the  score  of  efficacy  as  on  that  of  humanity. 

These  will  secure  us  eternal  peace  and  domestic  tranquility. 
Sectional  jealousies  and  bickerings  will  soon  cease  to  be  dan- 
gerous. Foreign  nations  wilt  court  our  friendship,  and  avoid 
wantonly  to  provoke  our  diBpleasure.  Neighboring  States  and 
provinces  will  gladly  seek  to  escape  from  the  inconveniences  of 
colonial  dependence,  or  the  terrors  of  domestic  anarchy,  by 
mingling  their  interests  and  their  national  existence  with  onra, 
and  in  this  manner  all  we  ought  to  desire  will  be  cheaply  ob- 
tained without  the  tiring  of  a  hostile  gun  for  a  century  to 
come. 

But  your  apprehensions  have  perhaps  already  suggested 
the  enquiry,  whether  this  very  expansion  is  not  &angUt  wtth 
the  danger  of  dissolution.     Such  an  event  may  indeed  take 
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D  iii«reA«o  t]ie  relnctancR  with  which  ynn  wouhl  me  a  dUso- 
Jbtlon  ftt  that  (p>vernment  which  holds  it  in  trnst  tor  ns  all ; 
Ichetber  ever^'  adraiKH'  in  national  power  and  importance  diii>a 
Tot  enhance  tho  repnj^nance  with  which  yon  wonld  dcsctind 

1  s  ]in!-(!in incnt  to  a  enliordinftte  national  pusition. 
*  I  will  vent iirt-  the  opinion,  founded  on  niatiiro  reflection,  that 
^c  whole  Mexican  Republic  might  at  once  l>e  admitted  into 
pis  Union,  if  done  hy  inutnal  consent,  the  States  and  Torrito- 
1  placed  on  a  footing  of  equality  with  our  own,  withont 
sing  any  essential  dletnrbance  or  danger  to  our  own  institn- 
Bpiit».  I  believe  that  there  is  sufficient  vital  power  and  vigor 
t  coafititntion  in  oar  Federal  system  to  enable  it  at  once  to 
9  take  onr  weaker  neighbors  by  the  hand  and  steady  their 
teteps  until  they  shall  bo  able  to  stand  and  to  act  with  their 
laided  Ktrength,  All  that  would  be  necessary  for  tliut 
brpose  wonld  be  that  protection  against  domestic  insurrection 
hich  the  Federal  |)ower  accords,  under  the  Constitution,  to  alt 
a  States  of  the  Union.  Events  at  no  distjint  day  may  bring 
a  qnestion  to  the  test  of  experiment.  But  I  must  return 
n  tbiB  digrenstoo. 
t  Snebr  tiicn,  is  the  prospect  presented  by  the  futnrc  of  onr 
tderal  Government.  Such  the  hopes  which  the  circnmstan- 
e  •round  oe  justify  oa  in  indulging.  We  may  be  doome^l  tii 
Intmctit.  Vou  and  I  may  live  to  soo  that  glorious 
pnioo,  around  which  so  man}'  of  our  fondest  hopes  now  clus- 
',  r«iit  in  twain  or  scattered  in  fragments.  Int^tead  of  being 
I  dtizens  of  a  central  State  in  a  confederated  Kepnblic, 
tiidi  is  a  great  and  growing  power  among  the  nations,  wo 
Y  find  ourselves  on  tlie  very  frontier  of  two  or  more  weak- 
i  and  warring  factions,  the  sport  of  those  despots  who  have 
tctublod  at  (he  conserjnences  of  our  united  example. 
iTbe  Tety  magnitude  of  thi»  danger,  while  it  appals  us,  brings 

1  it  CMur  snreiit  guaranty  of  safety.     No  sane  man  is  in  dan- 

gtr  of  dashing  himself  by  daylight  down  the  precipice  which 
yawiie  iu  full  view  before  him.  The  menaces  engendered  by 
causm  Iff  occasional  irritation,  arc  soon  forgotten  when  the 
sober  realtiea  of  dissolution  array  themselves  fully  before  us^ — 
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8  trnlh  vhich  has  already  been  illuBtrated  on  several  mem- 
orable occasioDB. 

If  there  is  any  class  in  all  oar  wide  domfun  who,  more  dun 
all  others,  can  be  relied  upon  as  being  loyal  to  onr  present 
constitntion  and  government,  it  is  the  pioneers  of  Iowa  who 
bare  given  s  State  to  that  very  Union.  In  their  name,  and  in 
this  sacred  presence,  I  here  utter  the  solemn  pledge  that  they 
will  ever  be  found  standing  shoulder  to  sbonlder  in  defense  of 
that  great  political  fabric,  which  is  partly  the  work  of  thdr 
own  hands,  and  which  they  have  so  essentially  aided  to 
strengthen  and  adorn. 


HISTORY  OF   THE  CONGREGATIONAL  OHUROH 
OF  DUBUQUE. 


A   DUCaOBIB   DBLITBRID  O 


[concluded   VBOM  JDLT  MCltBBK.] 

Let  us  now  torn  for  a  few  moments  from  externals  and  re- 
view the  spiritnal  history  of  this  church  and  congregation. 
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The  first  of  these  works  of  grace  occurred  in  the  winter  of 
1843-3,  immediately  after  my  settlement,  and  as  the  fruits  of 
it,  twelve  members  were  added  to  the  Church  on  profession, 
besides  those  who  joined  other  denominations,  thus  increasing 
our  numbers  by  one-half.  This,  in  our  circumstances,  was  a 
great  blessing,  and  proved  to  all  appearance  our  salvation  from 
despair  and  ruin,  while  its  influence  was  exceedingly  salutary 
on  the  community,  as  well  as  the  church.  It  was,  I  believe, 
the  first  revival  ever  witnessed  in  this  city.  There  continued 
to  be  conversions  under  the  ordinary  means  of  grace,  and  ad- 
ditions to  the  church  until  1847,  when  another  revival  occur- 
red, and  as  the  result,  about  forty  were  added  to  our  member- 

ahip. 

In  1848,  there  was  manifested  some  special  religious  inter- 
est in  the  congregation,  which  brought  some  twenty  persons 
into  communion  and  fellowship  with  us.  But  in  1849  occur- 
red that  memorable  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  which  formed  an 
epoch  in  the  moral  and  religious  history  of  this  city,  and 
wrought  a  mighty  change  in  the  aspect  of  the  community, 
and  more  than  trebled  the  strength  and  influence  of  this 
church.  It  continued  six  weeks,  during  which  time  the  pastor 
preached  every  evening,  and  the  Lord  added  daily  to  the 
church.^  There  were  about  ninety  hopeful  conversions,  a 
large  portion  of  which,  time  has  proved  to  be  genuine.  About 
seventy  united  with  this  church,  while  others  connected  them- 
selves with  other  denominations,  and  many  of  the  converts  are 
pillars,  and  some  fill  official  stations  in  this  and  other  churches. 
A  remarkable  characteristic  of  this  work  was  the  large  num- 
ber of  professional  men  that  were  reached ;  judges,  lawyers, 
and  physicians,  and  other  leading  and  influential  members  of 
society  of  both  sexes. 

In  1851  a  series  of  daily  religious  meetings  was  held,  which 
resulted  in  a  number  of  conversions  and  about  twenty  addi- 
tions to  the  church.  In  march,  1853,  the  present  pastor  was 
called  to  Chicago,  to  establish  and  edit  a  new  religious  paper, 
^  2%e  Cangregaiional  Heraldi'*  and  to  gather  a  new  church 
and  congregation  ('^  The  New  England,")  and  was  dismissed 
from  his  charge  here,    fie  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  J.  6uem- 
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sey ,  the  preeeot  ageot  for  the  A.  H.  M.  Society  for  this  State. 
After  an  absence  of  not  quite  three  years,  the  present  pastor 
returned  to  his  post  here — Rev.  Mr.  QuemBe;  having  reaigned 
and  removed  to  New  England — and  was  retustalled  in  1856. 

In  1857  special  religious  services  were  held  daily  for  aboat 
four  weeks,  and  a  considerable  number  of  persons  were  led  to 
coDsecrate  themselves  to  God,  of  whom,  thirty  united  with 
this  church.  Again  in  1858  an  extensive  revival  of  religion 
was  enjoyed,  meetings  being  held  duly  for  prayer  and  preach- 
ing for  the  space  of  twelve  weeks.  There  were  numbered 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  converts,  and  so  great  was 
the  influence  of  the  work  in  the  community,  that  otho* 
churches  felt  its  power,  and  were  stimulated  to  prayer  and  ef- 
fort, and  many  in  other  congrc^tions  turned  to  the  Lord. 
Mghty-Jive  additions  were  made  to  our  numbers — seventy-four 
persons  uniting  with  us  on  the  same  day.  The  annual  IncreBse 
of  the  church  has  been  as  follows : 

1839  original  members 19 

By  letter. 


On  profession. 

.  3 

.  0 

1841 

1841 

.  7 
.14 
.   0 

.  7 

1844 

1844 

I84f;. 

1845 
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which  324,  or  more  than  half,  were  of  the  former ;  the  whole 
average  being  twenty-eight  per  annum,  and  on  professio.i  a 
little  more  than  fifteen.  Daring  the  years  of  my  pastorate, 
the  whole  number  of  additions  has  been  813  on  profession  and 
211  by  letter,  or  an  average  of  twenty-cne  per  annum  by  pro- 
fession, and  fourteen  by  letter.  The  whole  number  of  deaths 
of  members  since  the  formation  of  the  church,  has  been  twen- 
ty-eeven^  or  a  little  more  than  one  a  year.  The  present  num- 
ber of  church  members  on  the  roll  is  two  hundred  and  fifty* 
fioe^  of  whom,  however,  only  two  hundred  and  twenty  are  res- 
idents of  this  city  at  present  Two  other  churches,  it  will  be 
remembered,  have  been  colonized  from  this. 

Of  the  converts  during  my  pastorate,  three  have  entered 
the  ministry  after  a  full  course  of  study,  and  three  are  in  course 
of  preparation,  besides  one  who,  when  he  died,  was  a  regular 
preacher  in  the  Methodist  connexion.  Three  other  members 
of  the  church  have  also  become  preachers  in  our  denomination, 
and  are  faithfully  aud  successfully  engaged  in  their  work — one 
of  them  having  been  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  useful  pion- 
eer ministers  in  California,  and  at  present  occupying  the  im- 
portant post  of  editor  of  ^'^ThePac^y^  an  influential  religious 
newspaper  in  San  Francisco.  Thus  our  church  has  already 
famished  no  less  than  ten  ministers  of  the  Gospel  and  candi- 
dates for  that  oflSce  during  the  short  period  of  its  existence. 
This  and  other  results  furnish  one  of  many  illnstriitions  of  the 
leiiums  of  home  missionary  operations  in  the  West 


PiORSER  OB  FiBST  SsTTLEBs'  ASSOCIATIONS. — In  this  num- 
ber may  be  found  the  Constitutions  of  these  Associations  for 
Muflcatme  and  Des  Moines  counties,  and  in  our  next,  we  hope 
to  publish  that  of  Scott  county.  Of  these  three,  Muscatine  is 
the  oldest,  having*  been  organized  February  9, 1856,  (though 
Des  Moines  county  was  first  settled,)  and  the  Scott  Association 
the  most  efiicient.  The  Muscatine  Society  has  never  held  a 
^  Festival,'^  while  the  others  have  held  several,  which  have 
proved  eminently  successful.  We  trust  they  will  continue  the 
ffood  work,  and  gather  and  preserve  many  &cts  of  interest  for 
ue  fhture  histonans  of  Iowa.  The  I>age6  of  the  Annals  are 
ever  open  to  the  First  SettlerSy  and  contributions  from  their 
portfolios  solicited.^^<:f.  Annals. 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  "THE  SOCIETT  OF  FIRST  SET- 
TLERS OF  MUSCATINE  COUNTY,  IOWA." 

OBOAinzED  Fbbbuabt  9th,  1856. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  first  Bettlers  of  MuBcatioa  connty,  held 
at  the  lecture  room  of  the  Congrc^tional  Cbnrch,  oa  the 
evening  of  Febmary  9th,  1856,  the  following  ConsUtntioD  and 
Preamble  was  adopted : 

We,  the  subscribers  hereto,  being  the  first  settlers  or  immi- 
grants, who  made  Mnscatine,  (formerly  Bloomington,)  and 
Muscatine  conntj,  in  tbe  territory  of  (Michigan.  Wiecoadn 
and)  Iowa  our  home,  and  who  commenced  the  building  and 
improvement  of  tbe  prosperous  city  and  county  of  which  we 
are  still  inhabitants,  do  hereby  agree  to  form  oureelree  into  a 
Society  to  be  called  and  known  as  "The  Sooiett  of  Flan- 
Settlebs  of  Hcbcatine  ConNTY,  Iowa,"  and  adopt  the  follow- 
ing as  our  form  of  organization : 

ARTICLE  I. 

Cff'  Memlers. — The  'Society  shall  consist  of  those  first  set 
tiers  who,  having  emigrated  from  their  former  homes,  came  to 
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menced  and  made  the  first  settlement  in  Muscatine  oonnty, 
and  who  were  the  pioneers  of  civilization  of  this  point  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  Father  of  Waters,  male  and  female,  includ- 
ing all  who  settled  here  previous  to  the  first  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1840,  the  State  or  county  and  town  from  whence  they 
came,  their  age,  profession,  trade  or  occupation  ;  to  collect  and 
preserve  a  true  history  of  the  first  settlement,  the  progress 
thereof,  interestiug  &cts,  incidents  thereto,  anecdotes,  and  pecu- 
liar characteristics  of  the  persons  who  composed  the  first  set- 
tlements. Also,  to  make  and  keep  a  record  of  the  deaths, 
marriages,  and  removals  by  emigration,  and,  in  short,  by 
all  proper  means,  to  collect  and  preserve  for  the  future,  the 
jbcts  and  circumstances  of  the  history  of  the  first  settlement 
of  Muscatine,  and  of  the  first  settlers. 

SECTION  n. 

As  it  is  also  a  prominent  feature  of  the  design  of  this  Asso- 
ciation to  hold  in  sacred  regard  that  social  feeling  and  fellow- 
ship which  is  peculiar  to  pioneer  life,  and  should  be  only  the 
more  matured  and  jrefined,  by  growth  of  population  and  the 
increase  of  civilized  associations,  the  wives,  daughters  and 
other  female  relatives  of  members  shall  be  held  and  deemed 
hooorary  members  of  this  Society. 

SECTION  in. 

Annivenary. — To  the  end  that  this  feature  of  our  organiza- 
tion may  be  more  publicly  manifested,  there  shall  be  an 
As/mwenary  Meeting  of  the  members  of  this  Society,  to 
be  held  at  such  time  as  the  by-laws  shall  prescribe,  and  at 
such  place  in  the  city  of  Muscatine  as  may  be  agreed  upon 
by  a  majority  of  the  active  members,  and  to  be  conducted  in 
such  manner  as  may  by  such  majority  be  deemed  most  advisa- 
ble. 

ARTICLE  m. 

Cf  Finances. — For  the  purpose  of  procuring  books  of  rec- 
ord and  other  things  necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
designs  of  the  Society,  such  means  as  may  be  proper,  shall  be 
provided  by  the  by-laws,  hereafter  to  be  adopted. 


AHHILS  OF  lOVA. 

ARTICLE  IV. 


[OCIUBD) 


Of  Ogicert  and  Slectiona.— The  officers  of  this  Sodetf 
Bball  couBist  of  a  President,  Vice  President  and  Secretary,  to 
be  elected  anniiall;  at  the  Anniveraarj  Meeting. 

This  Sodety  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officeiB, 
wherenpon  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  to  office : 

For  President,  Joa.  Williams,  St.;  for  Vice  Presidenti 
Thomas  Bardett ;  for  Secretary,  Theodore  S.  ParriD. 


"HAWKETE    PIONEER    ASSOCIATION     OF 
MOINES    COUNTY,    IOWA." 

Oboantzed  Jajoiabt  2d,  1858. 
CONSTITUTION. 


This  Association  is  originated  for  the  purpose  of  comiDemo* 

rating  by  an  annnal  celebratioii.  and  otherwise,  (as  ma' 
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amend  this  Constitation,  public  notice  having  been  given  for 
that  porpoee  in  some  paper  printed  in  finrlington% 

ABTICtB  m. 

The  officers  of  this  Association  shall  consist  of  a  t'resident, 
and  six  Vice  Presidents,  a  Secretary,  a  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary, a  Treasurer^  and  a  Mai*shal  of  the  Day ;  and  all  the  bns- 
ineBs  of  this  Association  shall  be  managed  and  controlled  by 
the  President  and  Vice  Presidents  as  a  Board.  They  are  to 
be  elected  annually,  and  are  to  appoint  all  other  Officers,  snch 
as  Secretaries,  Treasurer,  Marshal  and  Comilaittees,  and  are 
hereby  empowefed  to  fill  all  vacancies  by  death,  departure  or 
resignation  of  any  Officer,  and  a  majority  of  the  Board  shall 
mt  all  times  constitute  a  quorum. 

AKTtCLJS  IV. 

Tlie  regular  meetings  of  the  members  for  the  election  of  Of- 
ficers shall  be  on  the  Annual  Celebration  in  June,  but  the  first 
Board  of  Officers  shall  be  chosen  now. 

ABTICLB  y. 

The  Bourd  may  assemble  themselves  to  transact  business,  ol^ 
Ciil  meeting  of  the  members,  whenever  they  deem  it  neces- 
sary, and  they  are  empowered  to  make  any  By-Laws  and  Keg* 
ulations  deemed  necessary. 

ASTICLE   yt» 

There  shall  be  a  Record  kept  of  the  names  of  the  mem- 
bers, with  the  date  of  their  arrival  in  Iowa,  and  a  Record  of 
he  I>oings  of  this  Association,  which  shall  be  t>reserved  by 
the  Secretary,  and  perpetuated  6om  year  to  year. 

ABTIOLS  VII. 

The  fit%i  Celebration  of  this  Assodaton  shall  be  on  the 
22d  day  of  February,  1858,  or  such  day  as  the  Board  may  di- 
rect, and  thereafter,  annually^  on  the  first  Wednesday  of 
June,  (the  day  on  which  the  Indians  surrendered  the  Territo- 

27  to  the  Whites,  being  June  Ist,  1888.) 
6 
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lootaaEMj 


Oorreepondiiif^  members  may  be  appointed  from  persona 
residing  out  of  the  County  ot  Dob  Moines,  who  were  resideots 
of  Iowa  on  Juue  let,  1810. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  Hon.  David  Rorer;  Yice  Preeidents,  Henry  "W". 
Starr,  Esq.,  James  McKell,  Esq.,  Col.  John  S.  David,  EI- 
bridge  G.  Leffler,  Esq.,  A.  W.  Carpenter,  Esq.,  Evan  Etbdi^ 
Esq. ;  Secretary,  William  Garrett,  Esq, ;  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary, Johnson  Pierson,  Esq. ;  Treasurer,  Thomas  Hedge,  Esq. 


MONTROSE  APPLE  TREES. 

[Tnm  U»  Ion  StaURi^rtrc.] 

I  have  been  informed  that  some  interest  has  been  elidtod  on 
the  part  of  the  public,  by  the  pnblication  in  the  Regiatm^  of 
two  or  three  commnnicationB  from  different  persons,  relative  to 

a  unmber  of  apple  trees  still  livJut/  on  ihe  Mississippi  Rivt 
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the  trees  there  ?  What  hand  planted  and  protected  them  un- 
til they  stood  strong  and  tall  like  the  forest  trees  with  which 
they  were  intermingled  and  surrounded  ? 

The  spot  they  occupy,  as  well  as  all  the  surrounding  coun- 
try, was  only  a  short  time  ago,  comparatively,  the  home  of 
Blackhawk  and  Keokuk,  and  their  nations — the  Sacs  and 
Foxes. 

I  will  here  add  that  at  the  close  of  what  is  called  the  "Black- 
hawk  War,"  barracks  were  erected  at  Fort  Des  Moines  (now 
Montrose)  for  the  accommodation  of  a  regiment  of  United 
States  Dragoons.  They  occupied  there  till  the  spring  of  1887- 
when  the  post  was  abandoned,  and  the  Dragoons  were  station 
ed  at  the  "  Kaocoon  Fork,"  which  was  immediately  thereafter 
named  "  Fort  Des  Moines."  The  same  spring  the  name  of 
the  first  Fort  Des  Moines  was  changed  to  Montrose. 

A  half-breed  Indian  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  nation  by  the  name 
of  Bod-Bird,  (known  among  the  whites  as  Thomas  Abbott,) 
had  his  wick-e-np  contiguous  to  the  spot  where  these  trees  are, 
as  early  as  1790.  He  was  often  at  Montrose  in  1837-8-9.  I 
knew  him  well.  He  was  an  intelligent  and  noble  Indian.  I 
have  sat  under  these  very  trees  with  Bed-Bird  and  others  of 
his  nation,  and  have  had  from  his  own  lips  what  I  believe  to 
be  a  reliable  history  ot  these  identical  trees.  The  first  time  I 
saw  them  my  curiosity  was  excited,  and  I  took  no  little  pains 
to  ascertain  the  facts  in  relation  to  them.  Bed-Bird's  story 
waa  confirmed  by  Black  Hawk  and  other  aged  Indians  of  the 
tribe.  It  was  the  custom  of  these  Indians  to  make  at  least 
annual  pilgrimages  to  St.  Louis  to  visit  their  good  father,  Oen. 
'  Clark,  agent  of  Indian  afiairs,  and  to  receive  the  supply  of 
Uankets,  &e. 

Now,  somewhere  between  1795  and  1798,  Bed-Bird,  then  a 
young  man,  paid  his  annual  visit  to  St.  Louis  in  the  early 
spring.  On  his  return  he  stopped  a  few  days  at  St.  Charles, 
on  the  Missouri  Biver,  and  when  about  to  leave  for  homo,  a 
**  Nish-E-Shin,"  "  Che-mo-co-man,"  (good  white  man,)  made 
him  a  present  of  about  twenty  very  "petete"  young  apples  trees, 
put  up  in  a  bundle,  with  the  roots  protected,  and  instructed 
him  how  to  plant  them  near  his  own  wick-e-\i^.    'Bj^-'^>x^ 
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broagbt  them  all  the  way  Id  his  hand,  and  planted  them  pn>> 
miscuonel;  among  the  forest  trees  oontignonB  to  his  own 
home. 

He  proteoted  them  hy  plactug  stakes  aronnd  them,  and  ibsj 
grew  ap  slim  and  tall,  in  consequence  of  being  BO  modi 
shaded. 

I  know  it  has  been  clwmed  or  supposed  by  some,  that  LotdB 
Honore  Tesson,  a  Frenchman,  planted  these  trees.  He  dU 
stop  awhile  with  Bed-Bird,  fleeing  from  some  epidemic  that 
prevailed  for  a  time  in  St.  Louie,  and  afterward  by  represrata- 
tioQB  made  to  the  GoTemor  of  Lonisiftna  (then  in  poesesuon 
of  the  French)  thai  he  had  been  of  great  service  to  their  Oov^ 
erament  among  the  Indians  at  this  point,  and  dalmiog  alio 
that  be  had  porchaeed  of  these  Indians  a  league  sqoare  of  land 
— got  a  permit  from  the  Governor,  as  above,  to  enter,  occupy 
nad  hold.  In  1838,  I  held  the  legal  possession  of  the  mile 
square,  (which  embraces  Hontrose  and  this  orchard,)  when  the 
heirs  of  Thomas  S.  Keddick,  deceased,  who  was  the  assignee 
of  Tesson,  commenced  suit  against  me  in  an  action  of  ri^t 
for  the  poeseBsioD — '[subsequently  other  parties  defendant  were 
substituted,] — which  suit  was  finally  decided  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  Cnited  States  in  1853. 

But  Ited-Bird  and  other  Indians  often  told  me  that  Tesson 
wa^  .1  very  poor  man — tliat  he  lived  while  there  around  in  tbe 
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Namb. 
Adur  County  Sister, 
Argu8. 
Aloia  Union, 
Banner, 

Bremer  County  Phoanixi 
Case  County  Messenger, 
Clarinda  Observer, 
Courier, 

Constitution  and  TTnion, 
Db  Wrrr  Obsbbveb, 
Delaware  County  Dnion, 

PSOOBAH  BePUBLIC, 

Democratic  Clarion, 

Democrat, 

Democrat, 

Democrat, 

Oazette, 

GUTHBIB  COUKTY  NbWS, 

Hawkbtb  Flag, 

Haxilton  Fbe^mait, 

Habdin  Couinr  Sentikbl, 

Ledger, 

Ifercnry, 

McGbegob  Commbbcial, 

KoBTH  Iowa  Joubnal, 

Nonpareil, 

News, 

Plaihdbajlbb, 

Flaindealbb, 

Rbpublican, 

Cbbbo  Gobdo  Republican, 

Republicah, 

Becord, 

Sooth-western  lowan. 

The  Courier, 

Times, 

Tbibune, 

Uhion  Amebican, 

Western  Home, 


Town. 
Fontauelle, 
Bellevi  e, 
Albia, 

Ft.  Madison, 
Waverly, 
Lewis, 
Clarinda, 
Ottnniwa, 
Fairfield, 
De  Witt, 
Manchester, 
Decorah, 
Bloomtield, 
Centreville, 
Leon, 
Nevada, 
Marengo, 
Panora, 
Wintersett, 
Webster  City, 
Eldora, 
Panora, 
Ottumwa, 
McGregor, 
Lansing, 
Council  Blufl^ 
Sigoumey, 
New  Oregon, 
Ft.  Madison^ 
Montezuma, 
Mason  City, 
Enoxville, 
Hampton, 
Sidney, 

New  Hampton, 
Boonsboro, 
Boonsboro, 
Sidney, 
Afton, 
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COUNTT, 

Adair, 

Jao  .s>on, 

Moiiroe, 

Lee, 

Bremer. 

Cass. 

Page. 

Wauello. 

Jefrerson.    . 

Clinton. 

Delwarc. 

Winneshiek. 

Davis. 

Apponoose. 

Decatur. 

Story. 

Iowa. 

Guthrie. 

Madison. 

Hamilton. 

Hardin. 

Guthrie. 

Wapello. 

Clayton. 

Alamakee. 

Pottawatomie. 

Keokuk. 

Howard. 

P^eshiek. 

Cerro  Gordo. 

Marion. 

Franklin. 

Fremont. 

Chickasaw. 

Boone. 

Boone. 

Fremont. 

Union. 

Linn. 
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Our  Opinion, 
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Messenger, 
Ledger, 
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Express, 
Citizen, 
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Journal, 
itegister, 
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Gazette, 
Excelsior, 
ExprcBB, 
Advocate, 
Advocate, 
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Town. 
Olenwood, 

Sious  City, 

Lewis, 

Fairfield, 

Clarinda, 

Bedford, 

Centreville, 

Osceola, 

Adell, 

Sioux  City, 

Magnolia, 

Mitchell, 

Maqnoketa, 

Newton, 

Nevada, 

Newton, 
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CocinT. 

Mills. 

"Woodbury. 

GasB. 

Jefferaon. 

Pafic. 

Taylor. 

AppanooM. 

cKk. 

Dallas. 

Woodbury. 

Harrison. 

Mitchell. 

Jacksou. 

Jasper. 

Story. 

Jasper. 


REV.  (CAPT.)  JAMES  W.  McKEAN. 
"We  extract  from  the  Dubnqne  Times  a  brief  obituary  no- 
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a  Presbyterian  church.  In  November,  1854,  his  family 
removed  to  Scotch  Grove,  Jones  county,  Iowa,  where  they 
still  reside.  In  May,  1856,  he  entered  Jefferson  College,  Pa., 
and  graduated  with  honor  in  1859.  He  subsequently  studied 
for  the  ministry,  and  graduated  at  the  Western  Theological 
Seminary,  Alleghany  City,  in  the  spring  of  1862.  On  the 
resignation  of  Prof.  Allen,  he  was  elected  to  the  Presidency 
of  Bowen  Collegiate  Institute,  Hopkinton,  where  he  remain- 
ed, £EUthfully  discharging  the  duties  of  his  position  until  the 
recent  call  for  the  hundred-day  men.  During  the  time  he 
was  teaching  at  Hopkinton  he  supplied  one-half  the  time  the 
Wayne  Presbyterian  Church. 

When  the  recent  urgent  call  was  made,  he  was  most  ear- 
nestly solicited  to  take  command  of  a  companv.  Nearly  all 
the  students  ot  the  Institution  volunteered,  and  he  went  with 
them — not  so  much  as  a  commander,  but  as  a  friend  and 
brother.  He  received  a  Captain's  commission,  and  held  that 
position  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  sickness  was  ^ort  and 
painful.  Most  of  the  time  he  suffered  from  extreme  debility, 
and  at  the  last  of  his  sickness  did  not  have  the  use  of  his  rea- 
son. On  one  occasion,  when  he  had  been  suffering  from  suffo- 
cation, he  said :  ^^  I  have  nothing  to  lose."  lus  attendant, 
thinking  that  he  might  be  depressed  in  mind,  said :  ^^  To  die 
is  gain.^  He  answered  in  a  clear  and  distinct  tone  of  voice : 
"  For  me  to  live  is  Christ,  and  to  die  is  gain,"  giving  sure 
evidence  of  his  firm  trust  in  the  Saviour. 

He  was  a  good  preacher,  successiiil  teacher,  firm  friend, 
loving  son  and  brotner.  His  loss  to  us  is  very  great,  but  to 
him  IS  unspeakable  gain.  It  is  mysterious  that  one  who 
seemed  so  well  prepared  for  usefulness  should  be  called  away 
just  at  the  commencement  of  his  active  life,  but  God's  ways 
are  not  our  ways,  and  we  can  only  bow  submissively  to  his 
sovdreign  will.  A. 

Hopkinton,  July  25, 1864. 


The  State  ^'  Orphans'  Home "  is  in  successful  operation  at 
Farmington,  with  some  thirty-six  orphan  children  of  our  de. 
ceased  soMiers  already  admitted. 
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HISTOBr  OF  THE  FIRST  PKESBYTERIAW  OHUECH 
OF  MUSCATINE,  IOWA. 

EXTBACTED   FBOH   A  THANKSOIVIXG     RERlCON   PRBACnm   HOTXK-' 
BKS   24,    1859,   BY   ITS   THEN   VASTOR,    BEV.    E.     L.    EELDEIT. 

Tiio  first  Church  ever  organized  in  this  conntj)  (Mnscatine) 
was  the  Methodist  Episcopal,  which  was  organized  in  May 
1S39.  July  6th  of  the  satne  year  the  liev.  John  Stocker, 
origiDally  a  Congregational  minister  in  Vermont,  but  who,  oa 
hie  removal  to  Indiana,  several  years  prerious,  had  nnited  witli 
the  Presbyterian  Chnrcb,  and  whose  name  is  found  on  the 
minutes  of  our  General  Assembly  for  1837, 1839,  1841,  and 
so  on  until  his  death  in  1816,  organized  at  the  honse  of  Stephen 
Whicher,  a  church  consisting  of  the  following  persons :  H.  Q. 
Jennison  and  wife,  Samuel  Lucas  and  wife,  Stephen  Whicher 
and  wife,  Erastus  Scofield  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Stockcir,  with 
Harvey  Gillett,  who  was  admitted  on  profession  of  his  fiuth 
the  same  day ;  making  in  all  nine,  none  of  whom  are  now 
members  of  this  Church.  8.  Whicher  and  Samuel  Lucas 
were  elected  rnling  elders.  The  name  given  to  the  organixi- 
tion  was,  "The  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Muscatine 
Coanty,  Iowa  Territory." 

It  was  resolved  at  the  first  tiieoting  "  tliat  ivc  cordially 


186i.]  PBE8BYTEBIAK  CHTJRCH  OF  MUBCATINB.  877 

street,  where  Wilson^s  grocery  now  is;  and  sometimes  in  a  log 
house  on  the  corner,  where  Mr.  Brewster's  dwelling-house  now 
stands.  April  10th,  1840,  Mr.  Asel  Farns worth  and  wife  were 
received  from  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Alden,  New  York, 
Mrs.  Ogilvie,  from  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Keith,  Soot- 
land,  and  three  other  persons  from  Congregational  Churches  in 
the  East  From  this  time  until  January,  1842,  there  were 
added  to  the  communion  by  letter  from  Presbyterian  Church- 
es, 8;  from  Congregational  2 ;  and  on  examination,  7 ;  and  one 
was  dismissed,  so  that  in  the  beginning  of  1842  there  were  26 
members.  About  the  1st  and  2d  of  June  1842,  some  proceedings 
seem  to  have  been  had,  concerning  which  the  records  are  pro- 
fomidly  silent,  and  in  regard  to  which,  those  who  were  present 
disagree.  It  is  admitted  that,  Mr.  Stocker,  insisting  that  the 
Ohnrdi  should  connect  itself  with  either  the  Old  or  New 
8chool  Presbytery,  a  meeting  was  held  to  decide  which  they 
w^nld  join.  At  this  meeting,  it  is  claimed  by  those  favoring 
the  New  School,  that  the  vote  stood .  14  to  11,  giving  them  a 
majority  of  8.  Of  this  their  record  says  nothing,  though 
they  give  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  session  January  1st, 
1842,  of  which  Rev.  Wm.  C.  Rankin,  a  New  School  minister, 
was  moderator.  Also,  ot  a  church  meeting  the  next  day,  at 
which  H.  Q.  Jennison  and  Pliny  Fay  were  elected  elders,  the 
two  existing  elders  having  also  gone  with  the  New  School, 
and  Isaac  Magoon  and  O.  M.  Lovett  were  elected  deacons.  At 
this  meeting  there  were  present,  besides  Mr.  Rankin,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stocker,  twelve  persons,  all  belonging  to  the  New 
School.  They  engaged  Dr.  Wood,  of  Iowa  City,  to  preach 
to  them  half  his  time,  worshipping  for  some  months  in  the 
Oonrt  House. 

They  united  with  the  New  School  Presbytery,  sent  a  dele- 
gate to  its  meeting  at  Yellow  Springs,  when  their  records  were 
approved  by  Presbytery  for  the  first  and  last  time,  Sept.  9th, 
1842.  Sept.  24th,  1842,  they  had  their  last  regular  meeting 
of  session.  Sometime  in  1843,  the  Congregational  Church 
was  organized,  and  all  the  members  of  the  New  School 
Church  joined  it  except  Mr.  Whicher.      The  New  School 

Church  had  a  nominal  existence  in  him  until  ttie  «\mxxa»c  ^1 
6 
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1845,  when  the  ot^oizattun  was  formally  dissolved  hj  Pru- 
bytery,  and  sometime  after  be  entered  the  CongregatioDal 
Church. 

To  return  to  the  Old  School. — In  oar  Session  Book  are  the 
recoids  of  a  meeting  held  by  the  Old  School  members,  Feb. 
2d,  1842,  according  to  prerioos  notice  from  the  pulpit;  in 
which  notice  it  was  stated  that  at  the  previous  meeting;  to  de- 
cide between  the  Old  and  New  School,  there  wu  an  equal 
number  of  votes  on  each  side,  the  chairman  not  Totiog,  but 
known  to  be  on  the  Old  School  side;  that  therefore,  and  for 
the  additional  reason  that  "  the  undersigned  being  Mtisfied 
that  the  !New  School  branch  of  the  cbnrch  claiming  to  be  Prm> 
byterian,  has  departed  from  the  standards  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States,  both 
in  government  and  doctrine,"  the  saccessioa  rightfblly  be- 
longed to  the  Old  School.  At  the  meeting  held  at  this  time, 
it  was  voted  tliat  this  charch  be  called  the  first  Fresbyterian 
Chnrdi  of  Bloomington,  ajid  be  connected  with  the  Presbytery 
of  Iowa,  whicli  was  done,  and  this  church  appears  on  tbe 
minutes  of  our  Greneral  Assembly  in  1843  for  the  fint  time^ 
At  this  meeting  Azel  Famsworth  was  elected  mltng  elder,  and 
subsequently  accepting  the  office,  he  was  ordained  and  install- 
ed March  19th,  1843,  after  eermon  by  Rev,  Hr. 
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nett,  A.  Ogilrie,  R.  P.  Lowe  and  G^o.  W.  Fitch,  bailding  com- 
mittee. Tliis  effort  however,  did  not  succeed,  aud  the  first 
bailding  owned  by  this  charch  was  tiio  one  still  standing  on 
Mulberry  street,  which  was  built  in  1849,  at  a  cost  of  about 
94,000.  That  house  was  sold  in  1855,  and  the  erection  of  the 
present  edifice  commenced  in  1856. 

While  it  was  building,  the  congregation  met  f^r  more  than 
m  year  in  Harems  Hall.  The  first  sermon  was  preached  in  this 
room  by  Bev.  Dr.  Cummins/  Dec.  1856,  and  we  first  occupied 
the  upper  room  in  May  1858.  This  building  has  cost  as  near 
•a  I  can  get  at  it,  about  $22,000.  Our  present  indebtedness, 
1859,  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  $2,400,  with  it  is  supposed,  assets 
to  the  amount  of  $1,000, — leaving  some  $1,500  to  be  raised, 
which  ought  to  be,  and  if  all  will  do  their  part,  can  be  paid  off 
in  the  course  of  two  years.  Since  1842,  nine  persons  have 
held  the  office  of  ruling  elder  in  this  church, — six  of  whom 
atill  continue  in  oflice: — A^  Famsworth,  ordained  in  1842,  left 
Id  join  the  Congregational  Church  in  1844, — was  again  receiv- 
ed in  our  communion  in  1858 ;  Aulay  McAulay  was  ordained. 
Nov.  1848,  resigned  Jan.  20th,  1850 ;  J.  H.  Wallace,  ordained 
in  1848,  resigned  Jan.  15th,  1853;  T.  S.  Parvinf  and  J.  S. 
Horton  were  ordained  Dec.  22d,  1850 ;  Gabriel  Little  and  Chs. 
O.  Waters,  April  6th,  1856 ;  David  Hoyt:^  and  Chas.  Nealley, 
Jao.  30th,  1859.  This  church  has  never  had  any  deacons, 
though  threo  members  were  elected  to  that  office  a  year  ago. 
It  has  had  eight  ministers,  three  of  whom  have  been  pastors, 
and  five  have  been  stated  supplies.  Mr.  Stocker^s  relation  to 
the  church  ceased  sometime  in  the  spring  of  1845.  He  was 
succeeded  in  June  of  the  same  year  by  the  Rev.  F.  A.  Pratt, 
now  of  Lakeville,  Minn.,  who  remained  here  till  the  spring  of 
1847.  Sometime  in  that  year  or  early  in  1848,  the  Rev.  John 
Hudson  commenced  his  labors  here,  and  preached  as  stated 
supply  till  early  in  1849,  though  during  this  period  he  wasab- 
mmt  some  mouths  in  the  South  collecting  funds  to  aid  in  build- 
ing a  house  of  worship.    Oct  28th,  1849,  Rev.  Justus  T.  Um- 

*8Ido6  deeeftMd  at  ah  adrancfd  tige. 

IBMigned  and  ramorad  to  Iowa  Citjr,  1660. 
Binea  deeejiied. 
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6ted,  then  a  licentiate  of  the  Ist  Presbytery  of  Pbiladeiphia, 
preached  his  tirst  Bermon  in  Muscatine.  A  call  for  bis  service 
was  eoon  after  made  oat,  which  he  accepted  and  commenced 
bis  labors  here,  and  was  ordained  and  installed  the  Jint  paator 
of  this  charcli,  Not.  10th,  1S50,  at  the  lirst  meeting  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Cedar.  Mr.  Umsted  eontinaed  its  pastor  ontO 
Oct.  12th,  1852,  when  the  pastoral  relation  was  dissoWed,  and 
lie  soon  after  removed  to  Keoknk.  The  same  &11  Rev.  Hugh 
HulchinBon,  then  a  licentiate,  was  employed  as  stated  supply, 
lie  remained  here  a  little  less  than  a  year,  removed  to  Le- 
Olaire,  where  he  died  in  1855.  Kev.  Saml.  J.  Baird,  now  of 
Woodbur}',  K.  J.,  commenced  his  labors  here  Dec.  25th,  186S, 
was  installed  pastor  sometime  the  next  year,  and  left  in  Nor. 
1856.  In  Dec.  1866,  or  in  Jan.  1857,  Rev.  J.  B.  Stnart,  now 
of  Oxford,  Ohio,  was  employed  as  stated  supply,  and  supplied 
the  pulpit  tin  Feb.  1858,  when  ho  was  succeeded  by  the  pres- 
ent incumbent,  who  was  ordained  and  installed  May  5th  of  the 
same  year.  The  whole  number  of  mem'oL'iB  who  have  been 
connected  with  this  church  since  its  organization  is  336  ;  SIT 
of  these  have  been  admitted  by  certiticate,  and  119  on  exami- 
nation. 

It  may  furnish  some  idea  of  the  progress  of  the  dinrdk  to 
give  the  numbers  admitted  during  certain  periods.    From  184S 
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and  148  by  letter.  In  1845  tbiB  charch  reported  to  the  Oen- 
eral  Assembly,  25  members ;  in  1847, 39 ;  53, 60 ;  in  1858, 

110 ;  and  in  1859, 172.  Of  the  836  commnnieants,  124  have 
been  dismissed  to  other  churches ;  22  have  been  snspended  or 
stricken  from  the  roll ;  8  have  been  excommunicated,  and  26 
have  died  while  in  connection  with  this  church.  The  present 
membership  numbers  161 ;  of  these  134  are  living  in  this  city, 
or  the  vicinity,  27  being  either  temporarily  absent  or  having  re- 
moved without  yet  taking  their  letters  of  dismissal.  Three 
members  of  this  church  have  been  licensed  to  preach  the  gos- 
pel,— Jno.  L.  Cummins,  Joseph  Iddings  and  C.  O.  Waters. 

When  we  look  on  the  field  already  white  for  the  harvest, 
and  see.  how  many  more  laborers  are  Qeeded,  let  us  pray  the 
L^^rd  of  the  harvest,  that  He  will  raise  up,  qualify  and  send 
Ibrth  from  among  us  many  more,  who  shall  be  efficient  in 
gathering  in  His  sheaves. 

From  1842  to  1851,  this  church  received  aid  from  our  Board 
of  Domestic  Missions,  without  which  most  of  the  time,  it 
would  have  been  unable  to  support  a  pastor.  The  total  amount 
received  from  that  source,  must  have  been  some  $2,000,  as 
$800  was  supplied  by  the  Board  in  one  year.  Now  that  we 
have  become  selt-sustaining  and  able  to  help  others,  let  us,  re- 
membering our  obligations  to  this  Board,  contribute  liberally 
to  its  treasury,  that  it  may  be  able  to  plant  and  nurture  other 
churches,  from  which  shall  flow  out  streams  of  blessing  to  glad- 
den the  world. 

In  1834,  the  first  settlement  was  made  in  this  county.  In 
18S9,  the  first  brick  house  was  erected  in  Muscatine.  In  Feb- 
ruary of  this  year,  the  population  was  71,  with  only  four  or 
five  children.  Now  the  estimated  population  of  the  city  is 
7,000,  with  more  than  1,000  Sabbath  School  scholars. 

The  church  has  also  made  progress,  not  only  in  this  city  and 
State,  but  throughout  the  entire  North- West,  as  well  as 
in  the  whole  country.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Presbytery 
of  Schuyler  in  1832,  that  Presbytery  embracing  the  whole  of 
Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  and  about  half  of  Illinois,  consis- 
ted of  five  ministers  and  three  churches.  Now  within  the 
tame  limits  we  have  15  Presbyteries,  220  ministers,  and  818 
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cknrcbeB,  leaviog  out  of  view  the  New  School.  When  thk 
dinrch  was  organized,  there  were  bnt  two  Old  School  charcfees 
in  the  Territory  of  lows.  In  1849  the  Presbytery  with  which 
this  church  connected  itself  embraced  the  whole  Territorj,  and 
contained  7  ministers,  16  chorcbee,  and  823  mcmbetB.  Now 
there  are  in  this  State  3  Synods,  6  I'resbyteries,  80  miniateis, 
128chnrches,and  5,300  members.  The  number  of  Old  School 
Presbyterians  in  this  State  exceeds  that  of  the  Congregational- 
ist's  some  500;  of  the  New  School  some  8,000,  and  is  I  be- 
lieve exceeded  by  no  demomination  except  the  Methodist. 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETT. 

During  the  summer  the  Board  of  Curators  have  not  regu- 
larly met 

The  donatitHis  to  the  Library  and  Cabinet  have,  howererf 
been  constant  and  extensive. 
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Bataml  history  and  cnriosities,  viz. :  Greo.  Baker,  Col.  Beaton, 
Adj.  L.  A.  DancaD,  Maj.  Pattee,  Capt  D.  J.  Davis,  L.  B.  Pat- 
terson, Esq.,  Masters  Leonidas  and  Frank  Boucher,  (sons  of 
Dr.  B.,  of  Iowa  City,)  C.  M.  Lee,  Capt  Millard  and  H.  N. 
Berry. 

The  Society's  rooms  are  now  quite  an  object  of  interest  to 
the  visitor. 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


Annale  of  lovoa. — ^The  Society  will  continue  the  publication 
of  the  AnnaU  during  the  ensuing  year.  The  subscription  price 
will  be  advanced  to  0ns  Dollab.  The  high  price  of  material 
and  printing  makes  this  a  matter  of  necessity.  The  work  has 
received  the  sanction  of  a  large  number  of  old  settlers  as  well 
as  new,  and  the  edition  of  500  copies  for  the  present  year  is 
exhausted.  An  increased  number  for  1865  will  be  issued,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  Iriends  of  the  Society  will  endeavor  to  ex- 
tend its  circulation. 

StudenUf  Company. — ^The  Students  who  went  out  from  the 
University,  Cornell  and  Western  Colleges,  constituting  Com- 
pany D,  44th  Begiment,  Iowa  In&ntry,  have  returned,  all  of 
Off  their  number  enjoying  comparatively  good  health,  except 
Phrf.  Calver  of  the  Military  Department  of  the  University, 
whose  indisposition  we  hope  is  but  temporary.  The  Boys  hav- 
ing shown  their  patriotism  and  faithfully  discharged  their  du- 
ties, many  of  them  are  prepared  to  resume  their  studies  in  the 
several  institutions  from  which  they  went  out.    May  they  all 


384  ASITALS  OF  IOWA.  [oOTGBEB, 

go  tlirougli  their  duties  in  life  as  Bnccessfnlly  as  they  hare 
those  in  the  field. 

Old  Settlors. — At  the  recent  Eleventh  Annual  Fair  at  Bni^ 
lington,  Iowa,  the  editor  met  a  hoet  of  early  friends  whoeo 
names  ate  conspicnous  among  tlie  early  settlers — one  of  the 
most  jileasant  reminiscences  connected  with  the  Fur.  Among 
these  lie  recollects  of  his  associates  in  1838,  Senator  Grimea, 
H.  W.  Starr,  Esqs.,  Hons.  A.  C.  Dodge  and  Bernhardt  Uenn, 
Col.  "Win.  Tliompson,  A.  W.  Carpenter.  Levi  Bager,  Evan 
Evans,  Esq.,  Judge  Brainard,  Col.  Porter,  who,  with  others, 
have  done  much  to  shape  the  destiny  of  our  yoang  State. 
Age  sat  heavily  upon  but  a  tew  of  their  browa,  and  we  trust 
the  good  Lord  may  lengthen  their  days  yet  to  enjoy  the  fruit  (^ 
their  early  labors. 

State  University. — Tlie  Fall  Term  of  thia  Institntion  has 
opened  with  some  three  hundred  students. 

TTith  a  fall  corps  of  Professors,  a  good  Library,  Cabinet, 
Laboratory,  &c.,  the  candidate  for  collegiate  lionors  will  here 
find  all  the  necessary  appliances  for  imparting  instruction  in  a 
successful  r 


Gen.  Rice. — "We  are  promised  a  biographical  sketch,  with  a 
portrtut,  of  G«n.  Rice,  for  the  January  number,  by  a  citizen  of 

our  State  competent  to  Jo  jiiBtJcc  to  the  hero  ylio  died  In  de- 
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